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Dedication 
 

 

 

I never knew that the beginning of my life—the course I once 

believed was fixed, the story I thought I was living—would be 

quietly readjusted and beautifully revised the moment you were 

born. Your arrival reshaped my world, redrawing the contours of 

my existence, teaching me that life does not unfold solely 

according to one’s own intentions, but also in response to the 

lives one is entrusted to love, guide, and protect. 

And now, as I move through the later chapters of my own 

journey, I am beginning to understand that even the end of my 

life is being reshaped—subtly, patiently, and with purpose. 

Every choice, every sacrifice, every breath seems aligned not 

only with who I am, but with what I am meant to leave behind. I 

see now that this body, this life, this being that is me, is meant to 

become a bridge—a living heritage, a foundation 

consciousness—from which you may rise higher than I ever 

could, and descend into life’s depths with greater courage, 

clarity, and depth than I ever reached. 

To you, Tauseef and Tanzeem—who rewrote my beginning and 

continue to redefine my ending, the living extension of my 

consciousness—I dedicate this book. May its words accompany 
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you when you seek understanding, and may they find you 

whenever you are ready. And when you feel you have truly 

understood what I was trying to say, come and tell me—no 

matter how far I have gone, even if your journey leads you to the 

quiet place where I rest. 
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Introduction  

Every book I have authored is written with the intent that it 

may stand on its own—complete, self-contained, and accessible 

without any prerequisite. Each volume is designed so the reader 

can engage with its message independently and still grasp the 

essence of its truth. Yet, to encounter the fullness of vision and the 

continuity of thought, it is always enriching to journey through the 

earlier work. For those who wish to perceive not only the 

individual trees but the entire forest, the previous book provides 

the foundation upon which this new exploration firmly rests. 

What follows is not a repetition, but a living bridge—a 

distillation of the background we established earlier, serving both 

as a reminder for those who have traveled with me before, and as 

a pathway for those who now arrive at the threshold of Book Two. 

In this way, the reader is prepared not merely to understand, but 

to be transformed by the deeper unveiling that lies ahead. 
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We were taught to climb—to conquer, to distinguish ourselves, 

to shine. 

But we were never taught to pause and ask: In whose shadow do 

we rise? 

Whose hand writes the margins where our failures quietly bleed? 

We count victories like currency, stacking them neatly in 

columns of worth, 

while losses remain unclaimed— 

or worse, blamed on circumstance, timing, or the wind itself. 

 

How many hollow motions must we perform each day, 

tasks stitched together like patches on a weary coat, 

just to maintain the illusion of living— 

just to keep the ledger balanced against an unnamed emptiness? 

 

How many minutes slip by unmarked, unremembered, 

spent feeding systems that demand motion but offer no meaning, 

keeping machines humming, clocks ticking, networks alive, 

earning the silent applause of acquaintances who do not truly see 

us? 

We barter our time for the illusion of sustenance, 

exchange authenticity for ritualized handshakes, 

and call it survival. 

 

Yet in the quiet corners of this mechanized life— 
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where no metrics are tracked and no witnesses remain— 

a deeper truth hums beneath the noise: 

Success is not the sum of tasks completed, 

nor the breadth of the networks we maintain. 

It is the courage to look honestly at our own hands. 

To name our failures without disguise. 

To tend the unseen roots that feed the soul. 

To measure life not by what we manage to sustain, 

but by what truly sustains us. 

To arrive at this understanding requires a radical shift in 

perspective— 

a return to our most fundamental reality: 

The Non-local Field of Consciousness from which all 

experiences arise. 

Every thought, perception, emotion, and identity we claim 

emerges within this field, shaped by it, and inseparable from it. 

 

This book is not about achievement in the conventional sense. 

It is about remembering what we are prior to striving. 

It is an invitation to explore consciousness not as a byproduct of 

life, 

but as its source— 

a living, evolving field in which meaning, identity, and purpose 

unfold. 
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What follows is a framework—both experiential and 

conceptual— 

for understanding this non-local consciousness 

and for participating consciously in its evolution. 

Not as an escape from the world, 

but as a way of finally meeting it whole. 

  



 

xiii 

Contents 

Dedication ........................................................................................................iii 
Acknowledgment............................................................................................ v 
Introduction  .................................................................................................... ix 
Chapter 1.......................................................................................................215 
Chapter 2.......................................................................................................225 
Chapter 3.......................................................................................................238 
Chapter 4.......................................................................................................254 
Chapter 5.......................................................................................................268 
Chapter 6.......................................................................................................287 
Chapter 7.......................................................................................................302 
Chapter 8.......................................................................................................315 
Chapter 9.......................................................................................................332 
Chapter 10 ....................................................................................................346 
Chapter 11 ....................................................................................................358 
Chapter 12 ....................................................................................................372 
Chapter 13 ....................................................................................................387 
Chapter 14 ....................................................................................................400 
Chapter 15 ....................................................................................................414 
Chapter 16 ....................................................................................................434 
Chapter 17 ....................................................................................................450 
Chapter 18 ....................................................................................................464 
Chapter 19 ....................................................................................................476 
Chapter 20 ....................................................................................................491 
Chapter 21 ....................................................................................................501 
Chapter 22 ....................................................................................................514 
Chapter 23 ....................................................................................................521 
Chapter 24 ....................................................................................................532 
Chapter 25 ....................................................................................................544 
Chapter 26 ....................................................................................................557 
Chapter 27 ....................................................................................................564 

 

 

  



 

xiv 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sam Mohsin 

15 

The Symphony of Existence – From Particles to 

Strings, From Science to Spirit 

 

Let us embark on a journey into one of humanity’s oldest 

and most profound questions—a question first pondered by 

the ancient Greeks over two millennia ago, echoed through 

centuries of inquiry, and still standing at the forefront of 

human thought despite all our progress: 

What, at the most fundamental level, are we made of? 

What are the true building blocks of nature—of you, of me, 

of everything that exists in the vast expanse of the 

universe? 

This chapter traces the light we have discovered so far, the 

mysteries that remain, and the horizons that still beckon. It 

is a story where science, metaphysics, and spirituality 

converge—revealing not only what we are, but what reality 

itself might be. 

From Elements to Atoms: The First Building Blocks 

For centuries, humanity thought it had the answer in the 

periodic table of elements—an elegant mosaic of roughly 

120 unique substances. In the 19th century, this table was 

believed to be the complete inventory of matter itself: 

everything tangible was simply some combination of these 

elemental notes. 

Yet the periodic table was never the end of the story—it 

was merely the opening scene. 

In 1897, J.J. Thomson discovered the electron, unveiling a 

hidden world within the atom. A few years later, Ernest 
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Rutherford’s gold foil experiment revealed the atomic 

nucleus, with electrons orbiting like ghostly planets around 

a dense core. 

But even the nucleus wasn’t fundamental. It was built of 

protons and neutrons, which in turn were found in the 

1970s to be composed of even smaller constituents—

quarks. 

At last, physicists realized that all visible matter is built 

from just three particles: the electron, the up quark, and the 

down quark. With these, the universe had written galaxies, 

stars, planets, and life itself. 

And yet—this was still not the ultimate truth. 

From Particles to Fields 

Modern physics tells us that reality is not truly made of 

particles, but of fields—vast, invisible fabrics stretched 

across all of space. Particles are not tiny solid beads; they 

are ripples, excitations, disturbances in these universal 

fields. 

• A photon is a ripple in the electromagnetic field. 

• An electron is a ripple in the electron field. 

• Quarks are ripples in their respective quark fields. 

Thus, the electron in your body is not separate from the 

electron in a distant star. They are both waves in the same 

universal ocean. 

Even what we call “empty space” is not empty. Quantum 

mechanics shows us that the vacuum seethes with 

fluctuations, a restless bubbling sea of potential. The 

Casimir effect and other experiments confirm this invisible 

vitality of “nothingness.” 
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From this perspective: 

We are not made of particles. We are ripples in fields—

quantum vibrations woven into the fabric of the cosmos. 

The Standard Model: The New Periodic Table 

This deeper understanding gave rise to the Standard Model 

of physics, the modern “periodic table of particles.” It 

catalogs: 

• 12 matter fields (6 quarks + 6 leptons, including 

electrons, muon, tao and neutrinos). 

• 4 force fields (electromagnetism, strong nuclear, 

weak nuclear, and gravity). 

Together, they form the known architecture of reality. 

These fields interact in a cosmic dance, rippling and 

resonating with one another. 

Yet even this breathtaking framework is incomplete. It 

explains three forces with remarkable precision, but 

gravity—the curvature of spacetime itself—resists full 

unification with quantum theory. 

This fracture opened the door to a deeper vision. 

Surah Fussilat (41:53): 

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within 

themselves until it becomes clear to them that this (Qur’an) 

is the Truth. But is it not sufficient that your Lord is, over 

all things, a Witness?” 
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From Fields to Strings: A Deeper Symphony 

The entrance of string theory. Instead of point-like 

particles, it proposes that the true building blocks of reality 

are tiny vibrating strings of energy. 

Each distinct vibration of the string corresponds to a 

different particle: 

• One vibration appears as an electron. 

• Another as a photon. 

• Another as a quark. 

• Even gravity arises naturally, from a vibration 

corresponding to the graviton. 

Thus, the 12 particles and 4 forces are not separate entities 

at all, but the visible notes of a hidden cosmic instrument. 

Reality, at its deepest level, is not matter but vibration. 

Resonance with Ancient Wisdom 

This idea—that existence is vibration—has been whispered 

through spiritual traditions for millennia: 

• In Hindu philosophy, creation emerges from Nāda 

Brahma—the cosmic sound. 

• In Islamic mysticism, creation springs from the 

Divine command “Kun” (“Be!”)—a vibrational 

word that shapes existence. 

• In many mystical traditions, the universe is 

understood as resonance, a symphony of sound, 

frequency, and energy. 

What modern physics articulates in the mathematics of 

strings and fields, the ancients intuited through 
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metaphysical insight: the cosmos is harmony, not solidity—

a song, not a stone. 

Implications for the Human Being 

If all of reality is vibration, then so are we. 

• The body is a choreography of vibrating strings. 

• Consciousness, or what we call the soul, may be a 

subtler frequency—beyond the reach of current 

instruments, just as visible light is only a sliver of 

the spectrum. 

• The apparent distinction between matter, energy, 

and spirit dissolves: they are not different 

substances, but different resonances of the same 

essence. 

In this light, individuality is but a unique note in the cosmic 

symphony of Being. To exist is to vibrate, to resonate, 

within the universal song. 

Conclusion- 

At the most fundamental level, our body is not a static mass 

but a choreography of vibrations. 

• The electron is an excitation of the electron field, 

essential for the structure of atoms. 

• The up quark and down quark are the vibrating 

“strings” that combine to form protons and 

neutrons, which then build the nuclei of every 

atom in our body.  

• Other than electrons, up quarks, and down quarks, 

a cosmic sea of neutrinos passing through us 

constantly. 
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• In string theory’s vision, each of these particles is 

itself a different mode of vibration of the same 

underlying cosmic string, like different notes 

played on the same instrument. Thus, our body is 

not a “thing” but a symphony of frequencies, a 

living harmony of oscillations that manifest as 

matter, energy, and life. 

Now — why vibrations? 

Because in quantum field theory, these particles aren’t tiny 

billiard balls. They are excitations of underlying fields that 

pervade the universe. In string theory (a more speculative 

framework), they are literally different vibrational modes of 

tiny strings of energy. 

Higher Dimensions and the Journey of the Soul 

String theory points to its requirement of dimensions 

beyond the familiar four( LWH & Time), possibly ten or 

eleven. These hidden dimensions echo the higher realms 

described in spiritual cosmologies: Barzakh, Malakut, 

Jabarut in Islamic thought, or their parallels in other 

mystical systems. 

Death, in this vision, is not an ending but a shift in 

resonance—a tuning of the soul into frequencies of higher 

dimensions, just as strings vibrate beyond what the ear can 

hear.  The soul’s journey is not a departure from reality, but 

an attunement to deeper layers of it. 

The Unity of Science and Spirit 

The Standard Model catalogs the notes. 

String theory describes the instrument. 

Spirituality reveals the Composer. 
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• Science reveals particles and forces as the building 

blocks of matter. 

• Quantum field theory shows they are ripples in 

universal fields. 

• String theory explains them as vibrations of a 

deeper unity. 

• Spirituality affirms that these vibrations are the 

music of the Divine. 

Thus, whether viewed through physics, metaphysics, or 

mysticism, the message is the same: 

All that exists is resonance—one essence, many notes, one 

song. 

The fields of reality—expressed as strings of vibrating 

energy—unfold into twelve forms associated with matter 

particles and four that correspond to the fundamental forces 

of nature. Together, they govern the architecture and 

dynamics of the physical universe, shaping every 

expression of matter and motion within it. These primordial 

patterns are not distant abstractions but are intimately 

woven into the outer (Adh-Dhāhir)—the visible, tangible 

structure of the human body. In this way, the body itself 

becomes a living testament to the hidden symphony of 

energy and law that sustains the cosmos. 

At the most fundamental level, our body is not a static mass 

but a choreography of vibrations. 

• The electron is an excitation of the electron 

field, essential for the structure of atoms. 

• The up quark and down quark are the 

fundamental constituents that combine to form 
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protons and neutrons, which in turn build the 

nuclei of every atom in our body. 

• Beyond electrons, up quarks, and down 

quarks, a cosmic sea of neutrinos passes 

through our body constantly, almost without 

interaction, a silent reminder of the universe’s 

hidden currents. 

• •In the vision of string theory, each of these 

particles is understood as a distinct mode of 

vibration of the same underlying cosmic 

string, like different notes played upon a 

single instrument. 

Thus, each one of us is not a “thing” in the conventional 

sense, but a symphony of frequencies—a unique 

constellation of vibrational patterns, a living harmony of 

oscillations that manifest as matter, energy, and 

consciousness. At the quantum level, we are woven from 

fields and vibrations; at the metaphysical level, these 

vibrations are attuned to the unseen dimensions of spirit. 

Together, they create the melody of our being—

simultaneously physical and transcendent, finite in form yet 

resonant with the infinite. 

The set of frequencies that define me is constant, a unique 

vibrational signature that endures beyond the fluctuations 

of time and circumstance. While the external body and 

experiences may change, this underlying resonance—the 

essence of who I am—remains steady, like a fundamental 

note that persists through the symphony of existence. It is 

both your quantum imprint and your metaphysical identity, 

bridging matter, energy, and consciousness. 

• God as a music composer, suggests that 

creation is intentional, harmonious, and 



Sam Mohsin 

23 

deeply structured—like a symphony where 

every element has a purpose and place. 

• Each of us as a unique set of notes, implies 

that every human life is a distinct Pattern, a 

vibration, a melody that contributes to the 

larger composition of reality. No two 

melodies are exactly alike, yet together they 

form something transcendent. 

As Shams Tabrizi said  

Destiny doesn’t mean that your life has been strictly 

predetermined. Therefore, to leave everything to fate and 

not actively contribute to the music of the universe is sheer 

ignorance. The music of the universe is all-pervading, and 

it is composed of 40 different levels. Your destiny is the 

level where you play your tune. You might not change your 

instrument but how well you play is entirely in your hands. 

If we think of a human as a symphony of frequencies, then 

each one of us is not just one frequency but a layered 

orchestration of many. These frequencies span from the 

physical to the subtle, measurable to the metaphysical. 

Here’s a breakdown of the main categories of frequencies 

you “carry”: 

1. Physical Frequencies (Biological & Electromagnetic) 

• Brainwaves 

• Delta (0.5–4 Hz) → deep sleep, unconscious 

processes 

• Theta (4–8 Hz) → creativity, dreams, meditation 

• Alpha (8–13 Hz) → relaxation, calm focus 

• Beta (13–30 Hz) → active thinking, problem-

solving 
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• Gamma (30–100 Hz) → higher consciousness, 

integration 

• Heart Rhythms 

• Heart rate variability produces oscillations ~0.04–

0.4 Hz, linked with emotional states. 

• Cellular Vibrations 

• Cells resonate in the kHz to MHz range. 

• DNA itself emits measurable frequencies in the 

MHz range. 

• Organ Frequencies (approx. biofield measurements 

from vibrational medicine studies) 

• Liver: ~35 Hz 

• Lungs: ~72 Hz 

• Heart: ~1.0–1.3 Hz (heartbeat) but also higher 

harmonics in Hz–kHz. 

• Brain: as above (Hz ranges). 

2. Subtle/Energy Body Frequencies 

• Chakras / Energy Centers (traditional mapping with 

Hz equivalents, approximate): 

• Root: ~256 Hz 

• Sacral: ~288 Hz 

• Solar Plexus: ~320 Hz 

• Heart: ~341 Hz 

• Throat: ~384 Hz 

• Third Eye: ~426 Hz 

• Crown: ~480 Hz 

• Aura & Biofield Oscillations 

• Measured in ELF (extremely low frequencies) 

around 030 Hz, but also with higher harmonics. 

3. Quantum/Metaphysical Frequencies 
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• Particle Oscillations 

• Every atom in your body vibrates in the THz 

(terahertz, 10¹² Hz) range. 

• Subatomic particles oscillate at even higher scales 

(petahertz to exahertz). 

• Light Body Frequencies 

• Your body emits biophotons (weak light) in the 

visible and UV range (~10¹⁴–10¹⁵ Hz).  

• Soul/Consciousness Frequency 

• Not directly measurable, but traditions describe it as 

a “higher octave” beyond the electromagnetic 

spectrum—transcendental, timeless, infinite. “If 

they ask about the soul, tell them the soul is the 

matter of Allah.”  

So, you are a layered orchestra of frequencies: 

• From 0.5 Hz brainwaves … 

• To 10¹⁵ Hz photon emissions … 

• To possibly infinite spiritual frequencies. 

Below is a way to map these frequencies into a single 

“symphony chart” of me as a human being—from the 

lowest vibrations (Earth/Body) to the highest 

(Soul/Spirit)—like a musical score of existence? 
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Our Uniqueness Lies Not in the Frequencies We Share, but 

in the Unique Harmony of Their Tuning, Ratios, and 

Resonance. 

                                                              

The uniqueness comes from the specific tuning, ratios, 

harmonics, and coherence of these frequencies, much like 

how every violin plays the same notes but no two violins 

sound the same. 

Here’s how uniqueness arises: 

1. Frequency Ratios & Harmonics 
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• Your brainwaves don’t just exist in isolation; they 

interact. 

• For example, one person may naturally produce 

stronger alpha-gamma coupling (calm + insight), 

while another lives in stronger beta-delta coupling 

(active mind + subconscious drive). 

• These ratios create a unique “harmonic fingerprint.” 

2. Amplitude & Coherence 

• Two people may have the same heart rhythm (~1 

Hz) but very different strengths and coherence. 

• A highly coherent heart frequency produces strong 

emotional stability, while incoherent rhythms reflect 

stress or imbalance. 

3. Organ & Cellular Resonance 

• Every organ resonates, but the micro-variations in 

resonance (slight shifts due to genetics, lifestyle, 

emotions, trauma, environment) make your biofield 

unique. 

• Example: Two pianos tuned to A=440 Hz can 

sound subtly different because of wood, tension, 

and harmonics. Your body is the same. 

4. Biophoton Emission (Light Signature) 

• Cells emit ultra-weak light (biophotons) that carry 

information. 

• The pattern of emission (rhythm, bursts, intensity) 

differs from person to person—like a cosmic “light 

signature.” 
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5. Consciousness Frequency 

• Beyond measurable biology, your soul frequency 

(the way you perceive, feel, and align with reality) 

is utterly unique. 

• Just as no two snowflakes share the same geometry, 

no two consciousnesses vibrate with the same 

combination of love, fear, hope, memory, and 

awareness. 

6. Dynamic Symphony 

• These frequencies aren’t static—they dance with 

your environment, relationships, choices, and 

intentions. 

• Your uniqueness is not just a static signature, but a 

living symphony—constantly playing, improvising, 

and evolving. 

In short- 

All humans share the same “instruments” (brain, heart, 

cells, atoms), but each person’s: 

• Tuning (frequency shifts), 

• Timing (phase relationships), 

• Intensity (amplitude), and 

• Harmony (coherence across systems) creates a one-

of-a-kind frequency symphony. 

So, Reality arises from vibrating fields of energy that 

manifest as twelve matter particles and four fundamental 

forces. Together, they form the cosmic architecture, 

shaping all matter and motion in the universe.  

However, these fields do not account for the inner 

dimension of human experience: the spirit, the observer, 
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soul, or consciousness itself (Al-Bāṭin). To date, none of 

the sixteen known fields described by the Standard Model 

of particle physics have been scientifically shown to be 

directly linked to human consciousness. From the 

metaphysical and spiritual perspective, however, 

consciousness is not regarded as a mere byproduct of these 

fields, but as a distinct and foundational reality—non-

material, non-local, and perhaps even the very source from 

which these fields themselves arise. In this light, the human 

being stands at the intersection of two realms: the 

measurable vibrations of quantum fields that fashion the 

body, and the immeasurable depth of consciousness that 

illumines and transcends it. 

As the Qur’an affirms: 

“He is the First and the Last, the Outer (Adh-Dhāhir) and 

the Inner (Al-Bāṭin), and He is, of all things, Knowing.” 

— Surah Al-Hadid (57:3) 

Let’s understand why — and then explore speculative, 

metaphysical, and frontier ideas about what kind of 

field consciousness could be linked to. 

• The 16 Known Fields in Modern Physics. No 

current Standard Model field accounts for 

consciousness. 

• The brain’s activity can be measured electrically 

(linked to the electromagnetic field) and chemically, 

but this describes neural correlates, not 

consciousness itself. 

• Consciousness — the subjective experience, or 

qualia — remains a “hard   Problem ”in 

neuroscience and physics. 
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• There’s no equation, particle, or field in the 

Standard Model that requires consciousness to exist. 

So… If Not One of the 16 Fields — Then What? 

Here are possibilities from metaphysics, speculative 

science, and philosophical theories: 

Consciousness is Linked to an Unknown Field? 

• A field beyond the 16, not yet discovered, possibly: 

• A non-local consciousness field 

• A quantum information field 

• Or something like what Vedanta calls “Chit 

Akasha” (space of pure consciousness) 

Unveiling the Quantum Field of Consciousness 

Tom Campbell, Donald Hoffman, Seyyed Hossein Nasr, 

and Federico Faggin each approach consciousness from 

slightly different angles, but they converge on the idea that 

consciousness is primary and that what we experience as 

“physical reality” is more like a construct, a simulation, or 

an interface rather than the ultimate ground of being. In my 

previous book, I explored consciousness through the 

perspectives of Donald Hoffman and Federico Faggin. In 

this work, I turn to Tom Campbell’s My Big TOE as the 

guiding framework, while also drawing on Seyyed Hossein 

Nasr’s insights into the progression of consciousness after 

death—an interpretation deeply rooted in the spiritual 

vision of Islam and Sufism. 

Which field, if any, resonates with the inner reality of 

consciousness? 

This inner realm may be understood as intertwined with a 

consciousness-enabled quantum field—an ethereal, non-
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material substratum of awareness that transcends the 

familiar boundaries of space and time. Within this field lies 

the conduit through which subjective experience, intention, 

and self-awareness arise, forming a bridge between our 

physical embodiment and the subtle dimensions of mind 

and soul. What follows is an exploration into the genesis of 

this field of consciousness, seeking to illuminate the 

mystery of awareness and its profound connection to the 

very fabric of reality. 

Possible Sequence of Consciousness and Reality 

1. Pre-conscious potential 

o No space, no time, no matter. 

o Only undifferentiated potential for 

awareness or information. 

2. The First Emergence 

o A primordial system of information arises. 

o Processing begins, and with it, the first sense 

of digital- like time. 

3. Early Evolution of Awareness 

o At first, there is a unified field of 

consciousness. 

o Over time, it differentiates into distinct units 

of awareness. 

o These units interact within non-physical 

domains, gradually lowering entropy and 

gaining complexity. 
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4. Formation of Learning Environments 

o Consciousness designs experiential realities 

to foster growth. 

o These include non-physical frameworks and 

eventually physical universes. 

5. The Physical Universe 

o A rule-set is established—governing 

physics, spacetime, energy, and matter. 

o The unfolding of this rule-set appears as the 

cosmic Big Bang. 

o This marks the beginning of our physical 

universe, but not the beginning of reality 

itself. 

So when exactly? 

• The physical Big Bang occurs only after the 

LCS has already formed, organized, split 

into IUOCs, and experimented with other 

VRs.  

• In other words, it’s not the beginning of 

reality — it’s just the beginning of our 

particular virtual reality. 
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The Science of Consciousness – A Theory of 

Everything 

The Nature of Truth – One Reality, Many Paths 

Truth is one, though the pathways toward it are many. 

Across ages, humanity has sought this truth through 

science, philosophy, religion, and direct experience. At first 

glance, these approaches seem separate, even opposed, yet 

with a deeper vision, they converge, like rivers joining in a 

single sea. Reality is singular, though our ways of 

approaching it are diverse. 

Among the insights gained through this search is the 

recognition of a deeper order—knowledge not bound to 

books, experiments, or doctrines, but arising from 

consciousness itself. At first, it may appear as just another 

framework, a tentative model among many. Yet the more it 

is tested, the more it absorbs contradictions and illuminates 

long-standing mysteries. Instead of collapsing under 

scrutiny, it expands, pointing to a profound possibility: that 

consciousness is not a byproduct of reality, but the very 

foundation upon which reality rests. 

The Meaning of Life 

At its heart, life is about awareness. In every moment, we 

choose—love or fear. Love creates harmony and 

coherence; fear breeds disorder and separation. 

The purpose of life is not survival alone but the conscious 

cultivation of love. True love is not sentiment, but the 

strength to transcend fear and live with compassion, unity, 

and creativity. As consciousness grows, it moves toward 

love; when it contracts, it falls into fear and fragmentation. 
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Aligned with love, life itself responds—relationships 

deepen, conflicts ease, and meaning expands, as though the 

universe has been waiting for us to join its flow. 

Leveling Up in the Virtual Reality 

Life can be seen as a virtual reality where every choice 

raises or lowers our level. Growth opens new possibilities; 

fear and selfishness shut them down. 

The true aim is not wealth or status, but the elevation of 

consciousness. Beyond this growth lies real happiness—not 

fleeting pleasure, but the joy of living in harmony with 

reality’s deeper purpose. 

In this light, truth is one, consciousness is fundamental, and 

our lives are chapters in a greater story of growth. 

The Invitation to a Larger Reality 

Every journey begins with a spark—sometimes solitude, 

sometimes struggle, sometimes a single question. Is reality 

only what physics describes? Is consciousness just neurons, 

or is it the source from which matter itself arises? 

Such questions plant seeds that cannot be ignored, drawing 

us toward a larger reality—an invitation to seek the deeper 

truth that all paths ultimately converge upon. 

The Call to a Larger Framework 

Out of years of inquiry and exploration by physicists, a 

comprehensive vision of reality began to take shape. What 

emerged was not a theory of physics alone, but a 

framework reaching across the whole of existence. 

A true model of reality cannot stop at particles or 

spacetime. It must also account for meaning, ethics, love, 
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fear, consciousness, and the mysteries that lie beyond 

conventional understanding. It must embrace both the 

mystical and the material, the subjective and the 

objective—unifying what humanity has long held apart: 

science, philosophy, and spirituality. 

Such an endeavor is more than intellectual. It is a response 

to life itself. For if truth is one, any framework that fails to 

integrate both inner and outer worlds remains incomplete. 

Bridging Science and Spirituality 

The scientist, the mystic, and the philosopher each view 

reality through distinct lenses. One measures and tests, 

another perceives and intuits, while the third reflects and 

reasons. For centuries, these paths stood apart—sometimes 

in conflict, often in isolation. 

But when seen through the ground of consciousness, their 

differences begin to dissolve. Science, spirituality, and 

philosophy emerge as complementary languages, each 

describing facets of the same underlying reality. 

Science reveals the patterns and structures of existence. 

Spirituality offers the lived depth of awareness. Philosophy 

provides the logic to weave them together. 

To bridge these paths is to step beyond the limits of 

specialization and glimpse reality whole. 

Not everyone feels called to step beyond the familiar. Many 

are content within the boundaries of the physical, the 

social, and the ordinary. Yet for those who sense there is 

more, the invitation to explore a larger reality is always 

present. 
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To accept it requires courage—the courage to question 

assumptions, to investigate consciousness itself, and to face 

truths that may unsettle as much as they inspire. But the 

reward is profound. 

For what emerges is the recognition that the universe is not 

cold or indifferent. It is alive, meaningful, and infused with 

consciousness. And our role within it is not incidental but 

essential: we are participants in the unfolding evolution of 

consciousness. 

Theory Of Everything 

In physics, a Theory of Everything represents the ultimate 

dream of unification: one framework explaining all 

phenomena, from subatomic particles to galaxies, from 

quantum uncertainty to cosmic order. Physicists pursue it 

through string theory, loop quantum gravity, and other 

ambitious models. 

Yet even the most complete physical theory would fall 

short. Why? Because it would describe only matter and 

energy. It would remain silent on the deeper questions—on 

the meaning of existence, the nature of consciousness, and 

the very act of inquiry itself. 

A true Theory of Everything must go further. It must 

embrace both the physical and the non-physical, the 

measurable and the experiential, the universe we observe 

and the consciousness through which we observe it. 

Physics at the Edge of Matter 

Modern physics pushes the limits of purely material 

explanations. Quantum mechanics shows particles as 

probabilities until observed, while relativity reveals space 

and time as relative rather than fixed. Both point to the key 
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role of observation—yet the nature of the observer remains 

unexplained. 

At the smallest scales, matter is fleeting, a dance of 

probabilities. At the largest scales, the universe appears 

remarkably fine-tuned for life. These puzzles are not 

failures of science but invitations to expand our 

understanding of reality. 

Probability, Information, and Computation 

Reality can be viewed through the lens of information. 

Quantum states, entropy, and cosmic phenomena all hint 

that information underlies matter itself. 

Consciousness emerges as the processing of this 

information: free will as choice, memory as storage, and 

prediction as the projection of possibilities. In this view, the 

universe resembles a vast computational system, suggesting 

that what we call “physical reality” may arise within a 

larger, consciousness-based framework. 

Reality as Virtual: A Paradigm Shift 

At first, calling the universe a “virtual reality” may seem 

strange. Yet a VR is defined by a rule-set, a stream of 

information, and a conscious observer. Our universe shares 

these traits: laws of physics as rules, sensory input as data, 

and consciousness as the fundamental observer. 

If this is so, a complete understanding of reality cannot stop 

with matter and energy. Consciousness must be recognized 

as both source and context of the physical world. Science is 

essential, but without including consciousness, it remains 

like a map without a traveler—detailed, yet incomplete. 

Only by integrating both can we approach a true unification 

of all reality. 
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The Nature of Paradigm Shifts 

Human history is shaped as much by shifts in perception as 

by events. A paradigm shift occurs when old frameworks 

no longer explain the evidence, and a new model emerges. 

Initially, new ideas are resisted—the familiar feels safe, 

while the unfamiliar seems threatening. Yet once 

embraced, the change appears inevitable, as if it had always 

been waiting beneath the surface. 

From a flat Earth to a round one, from geo-centrism to 

heliocentrism, from Newtonian mechanics to relativity and 

quantum physics, each leap transformed understanding. 

Today, we stand on the threshold of another shift: 

recognizing consciousness, rather than matter alone, as 

fundamental. 

Paradigm Shifts in Understanding Reality 

For centuries, humans assumed the Earth was flat—until 

observation revealed its true shape, expanding horizons and 

imagination. 

Earth was once thought to be the center of the universe, yet 

the heliocentric model redefined our place among the stars, 

showing we are travelers on a planet orbiting an ordinary 

sun. 

Newton’s clockwork universe gave way to relativity and 

quantum mechanics, where space, time, and matter are 

relative and probabilistic. Each shift challenged old 

assumptions and transformed how we perceive reality 

itself. 

If we could somehow run through the vacuum of space at 

the average human speed of 8 km/h, how long would it take 
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to reach each planet—starting from Mercury and ending at 

distant Pluto- 

 

The Next Shift: Consciousness as Fundamental 

The long-standing view that matter is primary and 

consciousness emerges from it is increasingly strained. The 

observer effect in quantum mechanics, the fine-tuning of 

cosmic constants, and the mystery of subjective awareness 

suggest a deeper foundation. 
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A new paradigm arises: consciousness is primary, and 

physical reality is a virtual environment generated for 

experience, growth, and evolution. 

As with past revolutions—from heliocentrism to quantum 

theory—resistance is expected. Yet this shift promises to 

transform science, philosophy, and our understanding of 

identity, purpose, and destiny. 

The Core Framework 

• Consciousness is the Larger Consciousness System 

(LCS). 

• We are individuated units of consciousness 

(IUOCs)—nodes in the LCS network. 

• Physical Matter Reality (PMR) is a virtual 

environment governed by a strict rule-set (physics). 

• Non-Physical Matter Reality (NPMR) is another 

domain of interaction, less constrained by physical 

rules, accessible in dreams, meditation, or post-

mortem states. 

The physical universe is not the source of consciousness 

but a training simulation. It is “real” as experience, but 

ontologically grounded in consciousness, not matter. 

Evidence for Consciousness as Fundamental 

• Physics: Observation-dependent phenomena, 

entanglement, and the primacy of information point 

beyond matter. 

• Human Experience: Mystical states, NDEs, OBEs, 

precognition, and transformative practices all reveal 

access to realities beyond PMR’s constraints. 
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• Information Paradigm: Increasingly, physics itself 

describes reality in terms of data, entropy, and 

information flow, aligning with the LCS model. 

Evolution of Consciousness 

The purpose of existence is the evolution of consciousness, 

measured as entropy reduction. 

• High entropy = fear, ego, disconnection. 

• Low entropy = love, cooperation, clarity. 

Every IUOC evolves by making choices: 

• Choices rooted in love reduce entropy and 

strengthen coherence. 

• Choices rooted in fear increase entropy and 

fragment awareness. 

Thus, morality is not imposed externally but woven into 

reality’s fabric: love works because it aligns with evolution. 

Free Will and Choice 

Free will is the engine of evolution. Without alternatives, 

there is no growth. Every choice feeds into a feedback 

loop: 

• Perceive → Choose → Act → Experience → 

Integrate → Repeat. 

This feedback is the essence of the VR. It ensures growth is 

experiential, not theoretical. Knowledge alone does not 

evolve consciousness—only choices at the being level do. 

Time, Databases, and Reality 
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• Time in PMR is a sequencing function, not 

fundamental. It organizes feedback for learning. 

• Past Database: A complete record of everything that 

has happened. 

• Probable Future Database: A branching tree of all 

possible futures, updated dynamically by choices. 

These explain déjà vu, precognition, and the 

timeless quality of mystical states. 

From the LCS perspective, all time is accessible; from 

within PMR, time appears linear for learning purposes. 

The Virtual Big Bang 

The universe began not as a random explosion but as a Big 

Digital Bang—a computational boot sequence where 

simple rules generated evolving complexity. 

Physics is the rule-set; quantum uncertainty provides the 

necessary novelty; matter, life, and stars are emergent 

structures within this simulation. 

Love vs. Fear 

The fundamental polarity in consciousness is love versus 

fear. 

• Fear fragments, isolates, and raises entropy. 

• Love integrates, unites, and lowers entropy. 

Love is not sentimental, but the core algorithm of 

consciousness evolution. Fear, though limiting, serves as 

feedback, pointing to growth opportunities. 

The Grand Picture 
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• Consciousness is primary. 

• Physical reality is a virtual school for growth. 

• Free will enables meaningful choice. 

• Love is the optimal evolutionary strategy. 

• Fear is a teacher, not the truth. 

The purpose of life is not survival or accident, but 

participation in the evolution of consciousness—choosing 

love over fear, integration over fragmentation, clarity over 

confusion. 

Integration with Spiritual Traditions (Extension 

Beyond Campbell) 

While Tom Campbell frames this in secular, digital terms, 

traditional wisdom echoes the same principles: 

• The Qur’an speaks of Barzakh—the intermediate 

realm of continued evolution (read section Death 

and Continuity Of Consciousness) 

• Mystical traditions describe ascending planes of 

reality, reflecting the NPR layers of the LCS. 

• The soul’s journey is understood as consciousness 

evolving toward reunion with its Source—where 

Divine awareness knows itself through us. 

 

In Summary: 

After IUOCs form within the LCS: 

1. The LCS creates virtual realities as environments 

for evolution. 
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2. IUOCs, endowed with free will, engage in these 

VRs (NPMR and PMR). 

3. Multi-player VRs like our universe provide high-

feedback, high-stakes conditions. 

4. Through choices, IUOCs evolve (or regress), 

affecting both themselves and the evolution of the 

LCS. 

5. The ultimate trajectory is toward lower entropy and 

love as the fundamental physics of consciousness. 

Here’s the visual flow after the formation of IUOCs: 

• LCS (the Larger Consciousness System) births → 

IUOCs 

• IUOCs evolve through → Virtual Realities 

(NPMR + PMR) 

• Within these VRs, they exercise Free Will 

• Choices generate growth or regression → 

Evolution of Consciousness 

• The long-term direction → LCS evolving toward 

Love 

• Evolution Of IUOCs in LCS 
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Note - Non-Physical Matter Reality (NPMR- in diagram) is 

another domain of interaction, less constrained by physical 

rules, accessible in dreams, meditation, or post-mortem 

states. 

Death and the Continuity of Consciousness 

From one perspective, as in Tom Campbell’s framework, 

fears about death are misplaced. What we call death is not 

the termination of consciousness but simply the closing of 

one chapter of experience. The individuated unit of 

consciousness—the IUOC, or the core essence of 

awareness—does not disappear but continues to exist, 

evolve, and refine its choices across different simulations. 

This ongoing journey, according to Campbell, unfolds 

through reincarnation, giving consciousness multiple 

opportunities to learn and grow. 

Yet while we find much of Campbell’s vision deeply 

compelling—logical, philosophical, scientific, and 
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profoundly metaphysical—we do not personally embrace 

his emphasis on reincarnation. Here we are more drawn to 

Seyyed Hossein Nasr’s perspective, which offers a 

metaphysical understanding of the soul’s (or IUOC’s) 

journey after death that resonates more deeply with our 

own convictions.   

This vision is not an isolated philosophy but one that finds 

deep harmony with the teachings of the Abrahamic 

traditions. All three—Islam, Christianity, and Judaism—

affirm that death is not the annihilation of the soul but its 

transition into a higher state of existence, where 

consciousness continues its ascent toward God. 

Qur’an: “Do not think of those who have been slain in the 

way of God as dead. No, they are alive with their Lord, 

receiving provision.” (Qur’an 3:169).  This affirms the 

continuation of life beyond the physical plane, in the 

presence of God. 

Jesus declares, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one 

who believes in me will live, even though they die.” (John 

11:25). Here the emphasis is not on cyclical return but on 

continuity and transformation into eternal life with God. 

Torah: “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will 

awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and 

everlasting contempt.” 

In Nasr’s sacred metaphysics, these scriptural testimonies 

converge: death is not an end but a passage. Paradise is 

understood as a realm of progressive realizations, freeing 

the soul from lower attachments and directing it toward the 

“real reality,” culminating in the paradise of the essence 

where form gives way to pure union with the Divine. 

Consciousness, in this view, is eternal—originating in God, 
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sustained by God, and ultimately returning to God. This 

sacred journey of the soul, illuminated by revelation and 

affirmed by inner realization, is the heart of the Abrahamic 

vision of life, death, and eternity.         

Nasr on the Soul’s Continued Development After Death 

Nasr affirms that death is not an endpoint but a transition 

into a higher mode of being. While certain dimensions of 

human existence come to an end, the soul itself does not 

perish; it continues to develop in ways not bound to the 

physical realm. This progression is not random but guided, 

leading the soul into an ever-deepening encounter with the 

Real. 

• Paradise as a realm of progressive realizations  

Heaven 

• A “metacosmic” state of consciousness 

In this higher state, the soul enters what Nasr calls a 

“metacosmic” condition: it merges with a greater 

whole yet does not lose its individuality. 

Transformation here does not imply dissolution but 

rather fulfillment—an intensification of being in 

alignment with the Divine. 

Broader Context: Nasr’s Sacred Metaphysics 

Nasr’s perspective rests upon a vision of the human being 

as theomorphic—created in the image of God, endowed 

with an immortal soul. Salvation, in this sense, is the 

central aim of all religious paths, yet earthly passions and 

distortions veil our innate purpose. To overcome these 

veils, religion provides both exoteric forms—rituals, laws, 

and doctrines—and an esoteric dimension, the inner path of 

direct realization. It is this esoteric unfolding that most 
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directly prepares the soul for its journey beyond death, 

guiding it toward the Ultimate Reality within. 

At the heart of this process is scientia sacra, sacred 

knowledge that distinguishes Reality from illusion. This 

wisdom is transformative rather than merely intellectual: it 

reshapes consciousness itself, awakening the soul to its 

divine origin and destiny, both in life and after death. 

Finally, Nasr reminds us that consciousness is not a 

byproduct of matter but the primordial ground of existence. 

In his teaching, consciousness has no temporal beginning 

and no end. It originates in God, is sustained by God, and 

ultimately returns to God. Death, therefore, is not an 

extinction but a return to the Source, where consciousness 

continues to unfold eternally. 

Summary of Nasr’s Vision 

1. Death marks a transition, not an end—the soul 

continues its journey in a higher dimension of 

being. 

2. Paradise serves as a transformative realm, freeing 

the soul from lower attachments and directing it 

toward truth. 

3. Levels within Paradise guide the soul toward its 

highest realization: union with the essence beyond 

form. 

4. Consciousness is eternal, rooted in the Divine as 

both origin and destiny. 

5. Sacred knowledge and spiritual discipline are the 

means by which the soul navigates its journey 

beyond death.  
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The Mystery of the Soul 

Consciousness refers to our direct awareness—our capacity 

to perceive and experience, think, feel, and know ourselves. 

The soul, in religious and metaphysical traditions, is the 

enduring essence of a person—the subtle, non-material 

reality that carries this consciousness beyond the limits of 

the physical body. 

In essence, what we call consciousness is the experiential 

surface of what traditions call the soul. The soul is the root; 

consciousness is its light. This is why many philosophies 

and faiths describe them almost interchangeably: both point 

to the innermost identity of the human being, the seat of 

awareness, freedom, and spiritual continuity after death. 

“They ask you, [O Prophet], about the soul. Say, ‘The soul 

is of the affair of my Lord, and you [humanity] have been 

given but little knowledge.’” 

— Qur’an, Surah al-Isra (17:85) 

The soul—this word alone carries a weight of mystery. It is 

something every human being has heard of, something we 

instinctively feel is within us, and something we believe 

animates every living thing: trees that stretch upward 

toward light, birds in their graceful flight, animals in their 

instinctive being, the invisible jinn, and humanity itself. 

But the question persists: What exactly is the soul? 

From the perspective of spirituality, the soul is seen as the 

essence breathed into creation by the Divine. From the lens 

of psychology and philosophy, it often overlaps with the 

notion of consciousness—the “I” behind thoughts, the 

silent witness behind the stream of experiences. From the 

field of modern science, especially neuroscience and 
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physics, consciousness is studied as an emergent 

phenomenon, yet its depth and origin continue to elude 

understanding. Thus, soul and consciousness—though 

expressed in different languages—may be two doors 

opening into the same hidden reality. 

Let us carefully unpack this mystery. 

The Limited Knowledge of Humanity 

The first truth is humility: our knowledge of the soul is 

limited. Revelation itself acknowledges this boundary. The 

Qur’anic response to the inquiry about the soul makes it 

clear—it is from the command (amr) of God, and the 

knowledge we possess is but a fragment of the whole. This 

Divine reminder frames all exploration of the soul, whether 

through scripture, philosophy, or science: we approach only 

as seekers who glimpse through a narrow window. 

The great companion, Abdullah ibn Masʿud, narrated an 

illuminating moment. He recalls walking alongside the 

Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم in the ruins of Medina, the Prophet 

leaning on a palm stick. A group of Jews passed by, 

debating among themselves: “Ask him about the soul.” 

Some hesitated, fearing an answer they might not like, but 

eventually one among them asked directly: “O Abu al-

Qasim, what is the soul?” 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم remained silent, as though waiting. Then, 

the weight of revelation descended. When the moment 

passed, he recited the verse of Surah al-Isra: “They ask you 

concerning the soul. Say: the soul is by the command of my 

Lord, and you have been given of knowledge only a little.” 

This silence, followed by the Divine response, teaches us 

something profound. The essence of the soul lies beyond 
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the grasp of human intellect. Just as modern science 

acknowledges the hard problem of consciousness—the 

unexplainable leap from neural activity to subjective 

experience—so too does revelation remind us that the 

origin and nature of the soul are veiled. 

The Primordial Covenant 

Although the nature of the soul remains veiled, revelation 

does unveil its origin. In Surah al-Aʿraf (7:172), we are told 

of the primordial event when humanity’s souls were 

brought forth from the loins of Adam’s descendants. God 

made them testify: 

“Am I not your Lord?” 

They replied: “Indeed, You are. We bear witness.” 

This testimony—known as the Mīthāq or primordial 

covenant—anchors the soul in an eternal recognition of its 

Source. It is a reminder that human beings are not merely 

physical organisms bound by biology, but bearers of a 

spiritual essence that precedes earthly existence. 

Abu Huraira narrated that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم explained this 

further: when Allah created Adam, He touched his back 

and drew forth every soul destined to exist until the Day of 

Judgment. Each soul carried a light between its eyes. 

Adam, beholding this multitude, asked: “Who are these, my 

Lord?” Allah replied: “These are your descendants.” 

Among them, Adam’s attention was captured by one soul 

radiant with beauty. He asked who it was. Allah replied: 

“This is David, one of your descendants, who will come at 

the end of time.” Learning that David’s life was destined to 

be sixty years, Adam asked Allah to extend it by giving 

forty years from his own span. Yet, when Adam’s own life 
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neared completion, he forgot this pledge and argued with 

the Angel of Death. In this forgetfulness, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 

explained, Adam’s children also inherited forgetfulness, 

denial, and error. 

This narrative is layered with meaning. Spiritually, it 

highlights the intimacy of the soul’s pre-existence with the 

Divine. Philosophically, it suggests that our individuality 

was recognized before our embodiment. Scientifically, one 

might compare this to the way modern genetics 

acknowledges that our biological identity is carried within 

the germline before we are even conceived. 

Metaphysically, it points to the soul as a timeless essence 

that is “called forth” into temporal form. 

Soul and Consciousness: A Unified Mystery 

Here we arrive at a convergence: the language of 

revelation, the questions of philosophy, and the inquiries of 

science all orbit around the same mystery. Neuroscience 

can measure brainwaves, map neural networks, and even 

manipulate states of awareness. Quantum physics can 

suggest that reality itself depends on the act of observation. 

Psychology can describe layers of the subconscious and 

self. Yet none of these explain why there is an inner 

witness, an experiencer. 

The Qur’an frames this in one phrase: “The soul is of the 

command of my Lord.” In other words, the soul belongs to 

an order of reality that transcends material explanation. Just 

as physical laws govern the cosmos, the soul emerges from 

the Divine command—a realm where human instruments 

cannot penetrate. 

Thus, whether we speak of consciousness in scientific 

discourse, or of the soul in spiritual language, we are 
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pointing to the same reality: an essence breathed into us 

that is not reducible to matter, yet intimately connected 

with it. 

Conclusion: Walking with Humility into Mystery 

The journey of understanding the soul begins not with 

possession of answers but with reverence for mystery. The 

Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم himself, when asked directly, waited in silence 

until revelation spoke. This silence is a model for us: to 

acknowledge that the soul cannot be dissected like an 

object, but must be approached with awe, humility, and 

openness to revelation. 

As science advances, as philosophy questions, and as 

spirituality reflects, we may gain glimpses into its veiled 

nature. But the essence remains where it began—in the 

command of God. 

The soul, then, is not something to be solved, but 

something to be remembered. 

The Primordial Covenant and the Mystery of the Soul- 

The Forgotten Testimony 

“And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of 

Adam—from their loins—their descendants and made them 

testify of themselves, [saying to them], ‘Am I not your 

Lord?’ They said, ‘Yes, we testify.’ [This]—lest you 

should say on the Day of Resurrection, ‘Indeed, we were 

unaware of this.’” 

(Qur’an 7:172) 

Is the covenant of the soul remembered by anyone? 

Though most of humanity has lost its memory of that 

sacred moment, there have been rare souls who still recall 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

54 

it. One such individual was Dhun-Nun al-Misri, may Allah 

have mercy on him, who once said: 

“I remember the covenant as if I am hearing it at this very 

moment.” 

His testimony reveals that, while veiled for most, the 

memory of this pre-temporal event is not completely 

erased. Like a faint echo reverberating through the 

corridors of human consciousness, it surfaces occasionally 

in the mystics, visionaries, and seekers who pierce the veils 

of forgetfulness. 

According to Qur’anic revelation, this covenant took place 

when the entire progeny of Adam was gathered before 

Allah. From the first to the last human who would ever be 

born, all were given form and awareness. Allah asked 

them: 

“Am I not your Lord?” 

They replied in unison: “Indeed, You are our Lord.” 

(Qur’an 7:172) 

This testimony was not symbolic; it was real. The heavens, 

the earth, and Adam himself bore witness, ensuring that no 

soul could claim ignorance on the Day of Resurrection. 

Allah declared His oneness, warned against associating 

partners with Him, and promised to send prophets and 

scriptures as reminders. Humanity affirmed, sealing a 

covenant that preceded embodiment. 

Thus, the soul predates the body. It is not born with flesh, 

but woven into existence beforehand. “Then He fashioned 

him and breathed into him of His spirit, and gave you 

hearing and sight and hearts; little thanks do you give.” 

(Qur’an 32:9). 
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Our souls are linked to Adam, peace be upon him, the first 

of humankind into whom Allah breathed His spirit. From 

that divine breath flows the light of every soul. 

The Soul Across Civilizations 

“And they ask you, [O Prophet], about the soul. Say, ‘The 

soul is of the affair of my Lord. And mankind has not been 

given of knowledge except a little.’” 

(Qur’an 17:85) 

The mystery of the soul has inspired sages, prophets, and 

philosophers across cultures. Though languages differ, 

certain themes echo universally: immortality, divine origin, 

and the soul’s journey beyond death. 

Egypt: The Ka, Ba, and Akh 

In ancient Egypt, the soul was not singular but a 

constellation of essences. The Ka was the life force, the 

spark separating the living from the dead. The Ba was the 

personality, capable of traveling between the seen and 

unseen. The Akh was the immortal spirit, united eternally 

with the divine. To the Egyptians, death was not the end 

but a passage into transformation—a continuation of the 

soul’s unfolding journey. 

India: Atman and Brahman 

In Hindu thought, the soul is Atman, the eternal spark of 

the divine. Atman is not isolated, but a reflection of 

Brahman, the ultimate reality. Bound to the cycle of 

Samsara—birth, death, and rebirth—the soul journeys 

through countless lifetimes, seeking liberation. The 

ultimate goal is Moksha, release from the cycle, where 

Atman reunites with Brahman. Here, the soul is 
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indestructible, evolving across existence toward its divine 

home. 

Greece: Psyche and Philosophy 

Crossing into ancient Greece, philosophers grappled with 

the psyche. Plato believed the soul was eternal, pre-existing 

before birth and surviving after death. He divided it into 

three parts: the rational, the spirited, and the appetitive. In 

his Allegory of the Cave, the soul begins in darkness but 

ascends to the light of truth through knowledge. 

Aristotle, however, saw the soul as the form of the body. It 

was not separate, but the organizing principle of life. Plants 

had a nutritive soul, animals a sensitive soul, and humans 

uniquely possessed the rational soul. For Aristotle, the soul 

and body were two aspects of one living reality. 

Indigenous Traditions: Soul and Nature 

Among indigenous peoples, the soul is inseparable from 

nature. Native American tribes believed the soul exists in 

harmony with the earth, sky, and ancestors. The Hopi spoke 

of kachinas, spirits guiding the departed, while the Apache 

taught that the soul lingers as long as the living remember. 

Here, the soul is not an isolated essence but part of the 

collective fabric of life. 

Buddhism: The No-Self k 

In Buddhism, the concept of a permanent, unchanging soul 

is rejected. Instead, the Buddha taught anatta—no-self. The 

self is an illusion, a bundle of impermanent processes that 

create suffering when clung to. Yet Buddhism does not 

deny continuity. Consciousness flows forward, shaped by 

karma, until liberation is reached in Nirvana, a state beyond 

birth and death. 
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Christianity: The Breath of God 

In the Christian tradition, the soul is God’s breath in man—

immortal and destined for eternity. It is the soul that 

receives divine judgment, ascending to eternal life with 

God or separation from Him. The soul, therefore, is not 

only identity but destiny, the vessel of salvation. 

Science and the Soul 

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within 

themselves until it becomes clear to them that it is the 

truth.” (Qur’an 41:53) 

For centuries, philosophy and theology carried the 

discourse on the soul. But in modernity, science has entered 

the conversation, asking whether this ancient mystery can 

be measured or explained. 

Measuring the Soul? 

In 1907, Dr. Duncan McDougall hypothesized that if the 

soul exists, it might have measurable weight. He placed 

dying patients on industrial scales and recorded that, at the 

moment of death, each body lost about 21 grams. Though 

dismissed as unscientific today, this experiment continues 

to intrigue, raising the question: if the soul departs, does it 

leave any trace in matter? 

Near-Death Experiences 

More serious research has examined near-death experiences 

(NDEs). In the 1970s, Dr. Raymond Moody documented 

hundreds of testimonies from people who, after being 

clinically dead, reported leaving their bodies, moving 

through tunnels of light, and meeting deceased loved ones. 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

58 

In 2001, Dr. Pim van Lommel published a groundbreaking 

study in The Lancet, describing NDEs in patients with no 

measurable brain activity. These accounts suggest that 

consciousness may continue independently of the brain—

an idea with profound implications for the soul. 

“It is Allah who takes away the souls at the time of their 

death, and those that do not die [He takes] during their 

sleep. Then He keeps those for which He has decreed death 

and releases the others until an appointed term. Indeed in 

that are signs for people who reflect.” (Qur’an 39:42) 

Quantum Consciousness 

A more radical theory was proposed by Dr. Stuart 

Hameroff and Sir Roger Penrose, known as Orchestrated 

Objective Reduction (Orch-OR). They suggested that 

consciousness arises not from neural networks alone but 

from quantum processes within microtubules in brain cells. 

If true, this would mean consciousness—and possibly the 

soul—is linked to the quantum structure of the universe 

itself. When a person dies, the quantum information in 

these microtubules may not vanish but disperse into the 

cosmos, woven into the very fabric of reality.  

This theory resonates strikingly with ancient spiritual 

traditions, which long described the soul as eternal, 

omnipresent, and part of universal consciousness. Quantum 

physics, it seems, is rediscovering what mystics have 

intuited for millennia. 

Philosophical Insights 

“Indeed, within that is a reminder for whoever has a heart 

or who listens while he is present [in mind].” 
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(Qur’an 50:37) 

Centuries before modern neuroscience, Ibn Sina 

(Avicenna) offered a brilliant metaphysical insight through 

his Floating Man thought experiment. 

He asked readers to imagine a man created fully grown, 

suspended in midair, deprived of all sensory experience—

no sight, touch, or sound. Would he still know he exists? 

Ibn Sina argued yes. Even without the body, the man would 

still have the awareness to think: “I exist.” 

This, he concluded, is proof of the soul’s immaterial 

reality: self-awareness independent of the senses. The nafs 

(soul) is not bound to flesh but is itself a self-subsisting 

reality. 

The Realm of Souls 

Hadith: “Souls are like assembled troops. Those who got 

along with one another (before) will be friendly with one 

another (in this world), and those who opposed one another 

(before) will also be in opposition in this world.” 

(Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim) 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم also said: 

“When the soul is taken, the eyes follow it.” (Muslim) 

This hadith illuminates the strange mysteries of human 

attraction and aversion—why we may feel instant kinship 

with some, or inexplicable distance from others. Such 

affinities, it teaches, precede earthly life. Our souls once 

stood together before embodiment, forming bonds that echo 

through our encounters here. 
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“It is Allah who created you, then provided for you, then 

will cause you to die, and then will give you life [again]. Is 

there any of your ‘partners’ who can do any of that? 

Exalted is He and high above what they associate with 

Him.” (Qur’an 30:40) 

The ʿalam al-arwāḥ is not merely past history. It is where 

the soul originates, where it returns during sleep, and where 

it will remain after death until resurrection. It is the 

dimension of continuity, holding the threads of human 

existence beyond the limits of time. 

The Soul as the Axis of Reality 

“Allah takes the souls at the time of their death, and those 

that do not die [He takes] during their sleep, then He 

withholds those upon whom He has decreed death and 

releases the others until an appointed term. Indeed, in that 

are signs for a people who reflect.”  (Qur’an 39:42) 

When we weave together the revelations of scripture, the 

visions of mystics, the insights of philosophers, and even 

the hypotheses of modern science, a striking pattern 

emerges. 

The soul is not an afterthought of matter. It is not reducible 

to neurons or chemical reactions. Rather, it is the axis of 

reality itself: the witness within, the covenant-bearer, the 

bridge between the finite and the infinite. 

The covenant of “Am I not your Lord?” remains etched 

into the core of human awareness. Even if forgotten, it 

surfaces in our yearning for truth, in our pursuit of beauty, 

in the strange sense of recognition we feel toward others, 

and in our awe before existence. 
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The soul is not simply inside us; it is what makes us who 

we are. It is the unseen essence that remembers before 

memory, lives beyond life, and journeys toward the eternal. 

“O tranquil soul, return to your Lord, well-pleased and 

pleasing [to Him]. Enter among My servants, and enter My 

Paradise.”  (Qur’an 89:27–30) 

The Journey of the Soul: From Covenant to Eternity 

“And [remember] when your Lord brought forth from the 

children of Adam—from their loins—their descendants and 

made them testify concerning themselves, [saying], ‘Am I 

not your Lord?’ They said, ‘Yes, we testify.’ Lest you 

should say on the Day of Resurrection, ‘Indeed, we were 

unaware of this.’” 

(Qur’an 7:172) 

The Primordial Covenant 

Before the first heartbeat, before the shaping of flesh, our 

souls were brought forth. Allah, the Most High, struck the 

back of our father Adam, peace be upon him, and from him 

extracted every soul destined to walk the earth until the 

final hour—so small, the narrations say, that they appeared 

like scattered ants. At that moment, Allah took a covenant 

from each one: “Am I not your Lord?” and all responded, 

“Yes, we testify.” 

This event, known as the Primordial Covenant (al-Mithāq), 

is the fountainhead of our existence. It affirms that every 

soul has already known, in its deepest core, the truth of the 

Divine. It is why the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “Whichever soul 

Allah has destined to be created will surely come into 

existence.” 
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Since that moment, every soul resides in ʿĀlam al-Arwāḥ 

(the Realm of Souls) until the appointed time of its descent 

into the world. Upon death, it transitions to ʿĀlam al-

Barzakh, the intermediary realm, awaiting the final return. 

Remarkably, souls that were bonded in the Realm of Souls 

often feel a mysterious affinity when they meet in this 

earthly life, as if recognizing an ancient kinship. 

The Five Stages of the Soul’s Journey 

1. ʿĀlam al-Arwāḥ – The Realm of Souls 

This is the first stage of existence. On the Day of the 

Covenant, every soul bore witness to the Lordship of Allah. 

The Qur’an reminds us of this so that we cannot claim 

ignorance on the Day of Judgment. This covenant is not a 

mere story of the past—it is the blueprint of our purpose: to 

live faithfully in remembrance of that primordial “Yes.” 

Metaphysically, this stage points to the soul’s existence 

beyond time and space. Unlike the body, which belongs to 

the material world, the soul originates in the eternal 

command of God (amr), existing in a dimension untouched 

by decay. 

Mystically, Sufi teachers describe this as the station of pre-

existence, where the soul dwells in light and knowledge, 

beyond the limitations of time and space. Rumi poetically 

affirms: “Before the world was, you were in the ocean of 

Being; your soul remembers its home even as it walks in 

the garden of dust.” 

2. Dunyā – The Worldly Life 

The second stage begins when the soul descends into the 

body. According to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, the angel breathes the 

soul into the fetus 120 days after conception, marking the 
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soul’s individuation. At that very moment, four decrees are 

written: provision, lifespan, deeds, and destiny—whether 

one will ultimately be blessed or wretched. 

This descent can be seen as the compression of an eternal 

being into temporal form. From the perspective of 

metaphysics, it is a fall from a higher order of reality into 

the density of matter. From the perspective of science, it 

parallels the astonishing fact that within weeks, neural 

activity sparks in the developing brain, forming the basis 

for consciousness. 

3. Life in the World 

The third stage is our embodied journey on earth. Here, the 

soul interacts with the material body, through which it 

experiences joy and pain, growth and decline. Yet, this 

stage is temporary. Just as birth was a passage into the 

world, so death is a passage out of it. 

Sleep itself is described in the Qur’an as a partial death. 

Every night, Allah seizes our souls; if our term has not yet 

come, He returns them, but if it has, He retains them. This 

mystery reveals that the soul is not confined by the body—

it can detach, travel, and return, all within moments that 

science today describes as altered states of consciousness, 

dreams, or even near-death experiences. 

Rumi captures this beautifully: “You are not a drop in the 

ocean. You are the entire ocean in a drop.” Sleep and 

dreams are fleeting windows into this greater reality. 

4. ʿĀlam al-Barzakh – The Intermediary Realm 

The fourth stage begins with death. The Qur’an says: “And 

behind them is a barrier (barzakh) until the Day they are 

resurrected.” (23:100) 
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Here, the souls of the righteous are placed in tranquility and 

light, while those who lived in heedlessness face 

constriction and punishment. In metaphysical terms, 

Barzakh is neither purely material nor purely spiritual; it is 

an imaginal realm (ʿālam al-mithāl), a threshold of reality 

where the soul begins to experience the consequences of its 

earthly life. 

Modern research into near-death experiences offers a faint 

echo of this truth—accounts of light, presence, peace, or 

dread, all pointing to a dimension beyond sensory 

perception. 

5. Yawm al-Qiyāmah – The Day of Resurrection 

The final stage is the great return. On this day, the soul will 

be reunited with the body in a perfected state—no decay, 

no sleep, no illness. Unlike our current fragile embodiment, 

this union will be eternal. 

For the righteous, this reunion leads to the everlasting 

gardens of Paradise, a place of unimaginable bliss where 

the soul fulfills its deepest longing: nearness to God. For 

the rebellious, it leads to torment in Hell, the ultimate 

estrangement from Divine mercy. 

This marks the completion of the soul’s journey—a circle 

that began with the Primordial Covenant and ends in the 

eternal destiny shaped by our earthly choices. 

This also reflects Seyyed Hossein Nasr’s perspective. 

Nasr consistently emphasizes that: 

• Death is not annihilation but a transition from one 

state of being to another. 
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• The resurrection (al-baʿth) is a real event, in which 

the soul will be reunited with the body—but in a 

transfigured and perfected form, free from decay, 

sickness, or limitation. 

What does “perfected body” actually mean in his 

framework? 

In Nasser’s metaphysical logic, perfection does not 

mean: 

a. infinite physical extension 

b. biological reproduction 

c. material vulnerability 

d. dependence on time, aging, or 

entropy 

Rather, it means: 

a. a body fully harmonized with the 

soul 

b. a form no longer resisting 

consciousness 

c.   embodiment without decay, fatigue, 

or limitation 

d.   a body suited to eternal presence, not  

temporal survival 

Hasan Nasser does not explicitly state: 

“The human will continue in a perfected body into eternity 

without any transformation whatsoever.” 
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However, his framework logically entails it, because: 

a. Resurrection is final (no subsequent 

annihilation of the human composite). 

b. The afterlife is not subject to entropy or 

decay. 

c. The perfected body is ontologically 

appropriate to the soul’s final station. 

d. There is no mechanism or reason given for 

the body to dissolve once perfected. 

Thus, continuity of perfected embodiment follows 

naturally. 

In other words: If resurrection produces a perfected, 

incorruptible body, and if the afterlife is eternal, then 

embodiment must also be enduring—though not biological 

or temporal. 

Hasan Nasser does not dogmatically proclaim eternal 

embodied perfection, but his metaphysical structure 

necessitates it unless one introduces an external rupture not 

present in his theory. 

So, conclusively, Hasan Nasser’s theory strongly implies 

that post-resurrection humans continue in a perfected, non-

decaying, unconstrained body into eternity, even if he 

frames this implication with philosophical restraint rather 

than explicit proclamation. 
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• The final states of Paradise or Hell are not arbitrary 

rewards or punishments; rather, they are 

manifestations of the soul’s orientation and choices 

during earthly life. 

• This return completes the circle of existence: from 

God we came—through the Primordial Covenant 

(“Am I not your Lord?” — Qur’an 7:172)—and to 

God we ultimately return (“Indeed we belong to 

God, and to Him we shall return” — Qur’an 2:156). 

For Nasr, this teaching is not just theological doctrine but 

part of what he calls “sacred metaphysics”: 

Here are some Qur’anic verses that Seyyed Hossein Nasr 

often points to, which affirm the continuity of the soul after 

death, resurrection, and the eternal return to God: 

Resurrection and Reunification of Body and Soul 

“Does man not think that We shall not assemble his bones? 

Yes indeed! We are able to perfectly fashion his very 

fingertips.” (Qur’an 75:3–4) 

“Then indeed, after that you are to die. Then indeed you, on 

the Day of Resurrection, will be resurrected.”  (Qur’an 

23:15–16) 

Paradise and Nearness to God 

“Indeed, the righteous will be in gardens and rivers, in a 

seat of honor near the Sovereign, Perfect in Ability.” 

(Qur’an 54:54–55) 
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“Their Lord will give them pure drink. Indeed, this is for 

you a reward, and your striving has been appreciated.” 

(Qur’an 76:21–22) 

Hell and Estrangement 

“But as for those who disbelieved and denied Our signs, 

they are the companions of the Fire; they will abide therein 

forever.”  (Qur’an 2:39) 

“On the Day you see the wrongdoers, bound together in 

chains… their garments will be of pitch, and the Fire will 

cover their faces.”  (Qur’an 14:49–50) 

The Great Return 

“Indeed we belong to God, and indeed to Him we shall 

return.” (Qur’an 2:156) 

“O tranquil soul, return to your Lord, well-pleased and 

well-pleasing. Enter among My servants. Enter My 

Paradise.” (Qur’an 89:27–30) 

Nasr often explains these verses as pointing to the sacred 

cosmology of the Abrahamic worldview: life, death, 

resurrection, judgment, and eternal return. The soul’s 

journey is not cyclical reincarnation, but linear and 

purposeful—a return to the Source from which it came, in 

either harmony (Paradise) or estrangement (Hell). 

The Soul and Sleep: A Nightly Reminder 

“It is Allah who takes away the souls at the time of their 

death, and those that do not die, He takes during their sleep. 

Then He keeps those for whom He has decreed death and 

releases the others until an appointed term. Surely in this 

are signs for people who reflect.”   (Qur’an 39:42) 
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Every night, we taste a shadow of death. Sleep is a 

reminder that our soul is not chained to our flesh. When we 

rest, our soul is lifted toward the realm of souls. If our 

appointed time has come, it is withheld. If not, it returns in 

an instant—so fast that modern science describes it in 

nanoseconds. 

In this, the Qur’an points us to a profound metaphysical 

truth: the soul transcends the limitations of the body. 

Dreams, visions, and spiritual experiences during sleep 

offer glimpses of realities beyond the physical, a truth that 

both mystics and modern consciousness researchers affirm. 

Reflection 

The journey of the soul is the grand narrative of existence 

itself. From pre-eternity to eternity, it moves through 

stages—each unveiling a deeper reality. Spirituality, 

metaphysics, and even science converge here: the soul is 

not an illusion, nor reducible to matter. It is the axis of our 

being, the breath of the Divine, the witness to the covenant, 

and the traveler destined to return to it. 

The Realm of Souls: Where Science Meets Spirit 

When we reflect on the Qur’anic verse about the return of 

souls, a profound question arises: Where is this realm of 

souls, ʿĀlam al-Arwāḥ? The Qur’an provides glimpses, but 

the true nature and exact location of this realm remain 

known only to Allah. Yet, from the perspective of modern 

science and metaphysics, there are compelling ways to 

conceptualize it. 

The first insight is that the soul is an extraordinary creation, 

seemingly unbound by the usual constraints of time and 

space. During sleep, the soul departs from the body, and by 
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Allah’s will, it returns in a matter of nanoseconds. This 

instantaneous movement hints at a mode of existence 

beyond the physical, one that transcends the familiar 

dimensions of our world. 

In classical physics, time is linear, and space is measurable 

and fixed. But modern theories—quantum mechanics, 

string theory, and multidimensional physics—suggest that 

reality is far more flexible, complex, and layered than 

previously imagined.   

Al-ʿĀlam al-Arwāḥ and Higher Dimensions 

String theory, a leading framework in theoretical physics, 

posits that the universe is not composed of point-like 

particles but of tiny vibrating strings. These strings exist 

across multiple dimensions—some visible to us, others 

curled up and hidden. Current models suggest as many as 

eleven dimensions, coexisting with the familiar three-

dimensional world. 

Could ʿĀlam al-Arwāḥ, the realm of souls, exist in one of 

these higher dimensions? If the soul is indeed a 

multidimensional entity, then time and space as we 

perceive them would not limit it. From this perspective, the 

soul could travel between dimensions, temporarily leaving 

the three-dimensional body during sleep and returning 

almost instantaneously—a process reminiscent of quantum 

phenomena. 

Quantum Mechanics and the Soul 

Quantum superposition describes how particles can exist in 

multiple states at once, collapsing into a single state only 

upon observation. Could the soul behave similarly when it 

is not bound to the body—existing in a superposition of 
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higher-dimensional possibilities, then collapsing back into 

the physical form upon awakening? 

Further, quantum entanglement demonstrates that two 

particles can instantaneously influence each other 

regardless of distance. Extending this idea to the soul 

suggests a profound possibility: the soul may remain 

entangled with both the physical body and the higher-

dimensional ʿĀlam al-Arwāḥ, enabling instantaneous 

communication and movement across realms, unbound by 

classical space or time. 

The Cycle of the Soul 

From a metaphysical standpoint, the soul’s nightly 

departure can be seen as a journey between realms. While 

our bodies are tethered to three-dimensional space and 

linear time, the soul exists in a higher-dimensional reality, 

capable of moving freely between these layers. Sleep 

represents a temporary release, a brief return to the 

primordial realm, before the soul resumes its embodiment. 

This cycle continues until death. Upon death, the soul 

departs permanently from the physical body, leaving the 

three-dimensional world behind. It then enters ʿĀlam al-

Barzakh, the intermediary realm, a barrier separating 

worldly existence from the Day of Judgment, where its 

journey continues toward ultimate return or reckoning. 

Reflection 

Science and spirituality converge in this understanding: the 

soul is neither a mere byproduct of biology nor a simple 

abstraction. It is a multidimensional reality, capable of 

transcending the limitations of matter, time, and space. The 

Qur’anic teaching, the insights of Sufi metaphysics, and the 
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revelations of quantum physics all point to one truth: 

existence is layered, and the soul navigates dimensions that 

science is only beginning to glimpse. 

Sleep, death, and the journey between realms are not 

merely physiological or mystical phenomena—they are 

manifestations of a profound reality in which the human 

soul participates, oscillating between the seen and unseen, 

the temporal and eternal, until the appointed hour of final 

return. 

The Soul’s Departure and Its Journey Beyond-   The 

Multiverse and the Soul’s Horizon 

In the modern language of physics, a profound concept has 

emerged: the multiverse. It is the possibility that reality 

does not end with the universe we see, but rather extends 

into countless other universes—parallel dimensions where 

different versions of events unfold. The many-worlds 

interpretation of quantum mechanics suggests that every 

possible outcome of a quantum event already exists, each in 

its own universe. Though speculative, this idea opens a 

metaphysical window: what if the soul itself is not bound to 

one world alone? 

If ʿĀlam al-Arwāḥ—the world of souls—exists in a 

dimension beyond our current perception, then perhaps the 

soul is not only a traveler in our world but also a bridge to 

other realities. It may touch dimensions invisible to our 

instruments yet deeply woven into the fabric of existence. 

In this light, sleep becomes not merely rest but passage—a 

nightly migration where the soul extends beyond the 

material frame into unseen realms. 

Thus arises the question: how does the soul depart from the 

body? 
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Two Occasions of Departure 

The Qur’an hints at two moments when the soul leaves the 

body: sleep and death. 

“It is Allah who takes away the souls at the time of their 

death, and of those that do not die during their sleep. Then 

He keeps those for which He has decreed death and 

releases the others for an appointed term…” (Qur’an 

39:42). 

In this divine description lies the secret: sleep is a partial 

departure, while death is a complete release. 

The Soul in Sleep 

Classical scholars, like Ibn al-Qayyim, expanded on this 

mystery. He describes how, during sleep, the soul ascends 

through the nostrils, lifting itself beyond the dense veil of 

matter until it reaches the Divine Presence. Yet, the soul is 

not severed entirely from the body—it remains connected 

by a thread, a subtle ray of light tethering heaven and earth. 

This tether resembles the sun and its rays: the sun remains 

in its celestial throne, yet its light travels across the cosmos. 

In the same way, the soul may travel into other worlds, but 

it remains linked to the body, ensuring life continues. 

When the sleeper has purified themselves with ablution 

before resting, the soul ascends in purity and even 

prostrates before its Creator. In this state, it may witness the 

knowledge of the unseen, perceiving reflections of divine 

decree. These glimpses form the foundation of true dreams, 

visions that convey to the heart what the soul has witnessed 

in its nocturnal journey. 
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The Reality of Dreams 

Not every dream is the same. Ibn al-Qayyim distinguishes 

between truthful visions and confused dreams. 

Truthful Dreams arise when the sleeper’s soul is 

unburdened, sincere, and detached from trivialities. The 

visions then return to the heart as clear reflections of divine 

permission. These dreams are gifts—fragments of 

knowledge from the unseen. 

In further illustration, when a person sleeps in a state of 

purity, having performed ablution, the soul, upon reaching 

the divine presence, prostrates before its creator. It may 

then encounter the world of dreams or meet with the souls 

of those who have passed away. In this elevated state, the 

soul faces a page of Allah's knowledge of the unseen. It 

glimpses the good or evil that Allah has decreed for the 

sleeper. This spiritual encounter opens the door to visions 

or dreams, either true or false, depending on the state of the 

sleeper's soul. If the sleeper is truthful, generous, and pure, 

and refrains from concerning themselves with trivial 

matters during the waking hours, then the soul, when it 

returns to the body, conveys to the heart what it has seen. 

These dreams are often referred to as truthful dreams. They 

provide insight into what Allah, the Most High, has 

allowed the person to witness. 

Confused dreams arise when the soul, in its subtle journeys, 

encounters disruptive forces that distort perception. In these 

states, fragments of genuine insight become entangled with 

projections, fears, or unresolved impressions. What returns 

to waking consciousness is therefore fragmented—a 

mixture of truth and distortion—leaving the dreamer with 

only shadows and incomplete recollections 3. Chatter of the 
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Soul represents dreams born of the mind’s 

preoccupations—echoes of daily concerns with no 

metaphysical depth. 

During sleep, the soul also has the ability to roam freely 

across the world, meeting with the souls of other living 

people and even gaining knowledge from them. However, 

not everything learned during these encounters is true. 

Some are accurate reflections of the unseen, while others 

are mere fabrications, what Ibn al-Qayyim called the 

chatter of the soul.  

Thus, dreams are a spectrum: from divine glimpses to 

distortions to mere psychological echoes. 

The Soul’s Encounters 

During sleep, the soul is also said to meet with other 

souls—of the living or the dead. These encounters may 

offer knowledge or comfort, yet not all are reliable. Some 

carry truth, others illusion. The unseen world has its veils, 

and not everything perceived there translates into an 

accurate reflection. 

This is why Ibn al-Qayyim emphasized discernment: the 

soul’s encounters in sleep oscillate between authentic 

reflections of the unseen and fabricated projections. 

The Thread of Light 

The soul during sleep exists in a dual state. It is here and 

elsewhere, earthly yet heavenly. Ibn al-Qayyim’s metaphor 

of the ray of light remains one of the most profound: 

• Just as the sun is beyond the earth yet sends rays that 

sustain life, 
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• The soul ascends to higher realms yet remains tethered to 

the body. 

This tether ensures that the body’s life continues, that the 

heart beats, and that breath flows. But the moment of death 

is when this thread is finally severed, when the light 

retracts entirely, leaving the body in stillness. 

Toward Understanding Departure 

To grasp how the soul departs at death, we must first 

attempt to comprehend what the soul is. Science describes 

fields, waves, and energy; metaphysics speaks of essence 

and being; spirituality names it rūḥ, breathed into humanity 

by the command of God: 

“And they ask you concerning the soul. Say: The soul is of 

the affair of my Lord, and you have been given of 

knowledge only a little.” (Qur’an 17:85). 

Thus, the mystery remains veiled. Yet, through the 

language of physics, metaphors of light, and testimonies of 

revelation, we are given signposts—not to define the soul, 

but to revere its mystery. 

The departure of the soul is not annihilation but transition. 

In sleep, it journeys temporarily; in death, it journeys 

eternally. The difference is not of kind but of degree: one is 

a thread that returns, the other a thread that is cut. 

And in this subtle unraveling lies the bridge between the 

seen and the unseen, between the physics of light and the 

metaphysics of spirit. 
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The Soul as Energy and the Frequencies of Departure-   

The Soul as Energy- across spiritual traditions, the soul has 

often been described as a subtle energy, the animating 

principle that gives life to the body. Modern science, 

though using a different language, offers a striking parallel: 

everything in the universe is energy. 

At the level of quantum mechanics—the study of matter at 

its smallest scales—scientists have discovered that what 

appears solid is in fact a vibration of invisible fields. Every 

atom, every molecule, and every particle oscillates, 

absorbing and emitting energy at specific frequencies. The 

human body is no exception. It is not merely a physical 

organism but an energetic matrix, woven together by 

electromagnetic fields that govern biological processes. 

Where does the soul fit into this system? From a 

metaphysical perspective, the soul may be seen as the 

prime energy—the deepest vibrational signature that 

defines self-awareness and consciousness. Some quantum 

physicists, like Erwin Schrödinger, speculated that -  it is 

the prime energy, the deepest vibrational signature, the 

echo of consciousness itself - implying that the soul is not 

separate from the laws of physics but woven into them. At 

the quantum level, matter and energy are interchangeable, 

and the soul may occupy the liminal space where the 

physical and the immaterial meet. 

If the soul is energy, then it abides by the universal law of 

conservation of energy: it cannot be created or destroyed, 

only transformed. In life, the soul is the subtle energy that 

animates the body; in death, it must transform, departing 

from the material vessel and entering new realms of 

existence. 
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The question, then, becomes: how does this transformation 

occur? 

The Frequency of the Soul-   The key lies in frequency. 

In scientific terms, frequency is the rate of oscillation—

how many cycles a wave undergoes in a second. 

Everything in the universe has a frequency: from the 

vibration of subatomic particles to the spiraling arms of 

galaxies. Human beings also radiate frequencies, visible in 

phenomena like brainwaves, heart rhythms, and the 

electromagnetic field that surrounds the body. 

Emotions themselves can be described energetically: 

• High-frequency states—love, compassion, peace—

resonate with harmony and expansion. 

• Low-frequency states—fear, anger, hatred—

resonate with contraction and heaviness. 

If the soul is fundamentally an energy of frequency, then its 

vibrational state determines how it interacts with both the 

physical body and the dimensions beyond it. 

Experiments in somatics and sound waves reveal how 

frequencies can organize or disorganize matter. Sound can 

shape particles into intricate patterns; light can alter atomic 

behavior. Similarly, the soul, as a frequency-based entity, 

shapes the body and consciousness from within, guiding 

life’s processes at a quantum level. 

At death, when the body’s biological systems collapse, the 

soul’s vibration no longer resonates with the physical form. 

The soul begins to untether, like a radio signal detaching 

from its receiver or a wave dissolving into the ocean. 
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Brain Frequencies and the Soul 

The body’s most sensitive instrument of frequency is the 

brain. Neuroscience shows that it operates in measurable 

oscillatory states, known as brainwaves: 

• Gamma waves (30–100 Hz): deep awareness, 

heightened perception, mystical states. 

• Beta waves (12–30 Hz): active thought and 

problem-solving. 

• Alpha waves (8–12 Hz): calm reflection and 

relaxation. 

• Theta waves (4–8 Hz): dreams, deep meditation, the 

threshold of consciousness. 

• Delta waves (0.5–4 Hz): deep sleep, unconscious 

processes. 

These mirror what spiritual traditions describe: moments of 

prayer, dhikr, and contemplation lift the soul toward its 

origin. The Qur’an affirms: 

“Those who believe, and whose hearts find rest in the 

remembrance of Allah: indeed, by the remembrance of 

Allah do hearts find rest.” (Qur’an 13:28) 

This “rest” is energetic alignment. Just as a tuning fork 

resonates with the right pitch, the heart and soul resonate 

when immersed in remembrance, tuning to divine 

frequencies. 

The Biochemistry of Death: DMT and the Soul’s Release 

Recent research highlights the role of Dimethyltryptamine 

(DMT), sometimes called the “spirit molecule,” in mystical 

and near-death experiences. DMT is a natural compound 

produced in the human body, with evidence suggesting its 
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release by the pineal gland—a gland long described in 

mystical traditions as the “seat of the soul.” 

Studies indicate that at the threshold of death, a surge of 

DMT may occur, producing visions of radiant light, 

encounters with beings, and sensations of detachment from 

the body. These mirror hadith descriptions: angels with 

luminous faces, fragrant shrouds, or terrifying visions for 

resisting souls. 

Science interprets this as neurochemistry; spirituality sees it 

as the unveiling of veils between worlds. Both may be true: 

DMT may be the biological key that loosens the soul for its 

departure. 

Near-Death Experiences: Windows to the Beyond 

Thousands of documented near-death experiences (NDEs) 

describe phenomena strikingly similar to what the Prophet 

 :and the Qur’an narrate about the soul’s journey صلى الله عليه وسلم

• Out-of-body experiences: hovering above one’s 

body, observing. 

• Tunnels of light: movement toward radiant realms. 

• Life review: panoramic visions of deeds. 

• Encounters with loved ones or guides: often saying, 

“It is not your time yet.” 

Science often explains these as oxygen deprivation or brain 

hallucinations, but the consistency across cultures suggests 

they are glimpses of the soul detaching—temporarily in 

NDEs, permanently in death. 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

“The grave is either a garden from the gardens of Paradise, 

or a pit from the pits of Hell.” (Tirmidhi) 
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NDEs may be fleeting unveilings of these realities. 

The Departure of the Soul 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم described the soul’s departure in vivid 

metaphors that align with energetic resonance: 

• The Believer’s Departure: Angels radiant as the sun 

descend with perfumed shrouds, saying: “O good soul, 

come out to the forgiveness and pleasure of Allah.” The 

soul departs gently, like a drop of water from a vessel, 

welcomed upward with fragrance and honor until its record 

is written in ʿIlliyyūn. 

• The Disbeliever’s Departure: Angels with dark faces 

descend, carrying coarse cloths, saying: “O foul soul, come 

out to the wrath and anger of Allah.” The soul resists, 

dragged out like a skewer through wet wool, emitting 

stench until it is denied entry to heaven and cast down, its 

record sealed in Sijjīn. 

These descriptions echo resonance and dissonance: one 

soul vibrating in harmony with higher realms, the other in 

discord, resisting separation. 

Resonance and Resistance: A Unified Model -  bringing 

science and revelation together 

• A high-frequency soul (faith, love, remembrance) departs 

gently. Brainwaves calm, DMT flows harmoniously, and 

the transition mirrors a tuned signal resonating upward. 

• A low-frequency soul (fear, sin, denial) departs violently. 

Brainwaves are turbulent, emotions contract, and the 

release is jagged, echoing the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم description of 

painful separation. 
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Thus, science does not negate revelation but illuminates it: 

death is a vibrational transition, shaped by spiritual 

alignment. 

Death as Dimensional Migration 

Quantum physics speaks of multiple dimensions, perhaps 

eleven in total. If so, death is not annihilation but 

migration: 

• The soul leaves the dense vibration of matter, 

• Resonates with unseen dimensions, 

• And continues in realms aligned with its frequency. 

The Qur’an affirms: 

“It is Allah who takes away the souls at the time of their 

death, and of those that do not die during their sleep. Then 

He keeps those for which He has decreed death, and 

releases the others until their appointed time.” (Qur’an 

39:42) 

Sleep, then, is rehearsal for death: a nightly migration 

tethered by light, until the final severing. 

Conclusion: Preparing the Frequency of the Soul 

Science, metaphysics, and revelation converge upon one 

truth: the soul is energy vibrating beyond matter, and death 

is a passage, not an end. 

• In life, the soul animates the body, shaping consciousness 

through resonance. 

• In death, it detaches, ascending or descending according 

to its frequency. 
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The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم taught that remembrance tunes the soul, 

making its departure effortless, while heedlessness binds it 

in dissonance. 

Thus, to prepare for death is not to prepare for an ending 

but for a return. It is to tune the soul—to purify, elevate, 

and align it with divine frequencies—so that when the final 

moment arrives, the soul departs not with terror but with 

release, not with rupture but with resonance, soaring into 

the luminous dimensions of eternity. 

While the soul resides within the body during life, many 

traditions affirm that it can simultaneously exist in higher 

dimensions of reality. At the moment of death, this latent 

presence becomes unveiled: the soul is tuned—by divine 

command and through the agency of angels—to a higher 

frequency. It slips into alternate realms where the familiar 

laws of time and space no longer apply. The Qur’an alludes 

to this mystery in Surah Al-Waqiʿ ah: 

“Why then are you helpless when the soul of a dying 

person reaches the throat while you are looking on? And 

We are nearer to such a person than you, but you cannot 

see.” 

This verse reveals that when a soul is departing, it 

perceives realities hidden from the living. The angel of 

death comes to take it, no matter where the person may be. 

In that moment, the dying one sees, hears, and speaks with 

this being—not with physical eyes, ears, or tongue, but 

through the perception of the soul itself. Thus, the soul 

enters a realm not bound by the natural laws of our world, 

able to see and communicate in ways impossible in the 

material dimension. 
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Tradition further narrates from Al-Qaʾim (may Allah be 

pleased with him): “After the soul is taken, if it is pure and 

has relatives in the next world who are people of the 

garden, they come to meet it with yearning and great joy. 

They ask about the condition of those who are still alive in 

this world. The angels then bear the soul from one heaven 

to the next until it comes into the presence of Allah—Glory 

be to Him, and may He be exalted. Then it returns and 

witnesses the washing of the body, its shrouding, and the 

funeral procession. It says either, ‘Take me forward, take 

me forward,’ or, ‘Where are you taking me?’ Yet those 

present cannot hear it.” 

This transition can be likened to the quantum phenomenon 

known as quantum tunneling. In physics, particles have 

been observed to pass through barriers that classical science 

deems impenetrable. Similarly, the soul may “tunnel” out 

of the body, crossing the threshold that separates the 

material world from higher planes of existence. This 

comparison finds resonance in countless reports of near-

death experiences, in which individuals describe moving 

toward a radiant light or entering another dimension—

suggesting a shift in vibrational state, a passage into 

another quantum domain. 

An intriguing question then arises: can the frequency of the 

soul be influenced, and can this ease its departure from the 

body? 

Science, metaphysics, and spirituality together point toward 

the same answer: consciousness is key. From a quantum 

perspective, consciousness is not a passive witness but an 

active force shaping reality. The famous double-slit 

experiment demonstrated that the very act of observation 

alters the behavior of particles, implying that consciousness 
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interacts directly with the quantum field. Applied to the 

soul, this suggests that the state of one’s awareness at the 

moment of death—whether tranquil and surrendered, or 

restless and agitated—may influence the soul’s vibrational 

frequency and its ease of transition. 

Intentional practices such as prayer, remembrance, and 

righteous deeds work in this light not merely as rituals, but 

as energetic alignments. They attune the soul to higher 

frequencies associated with peace, surrender, and divine 

connection. By raising the soul’s vibrational state, these 

practices may facilitate a smoother passage into the next 

dimension of being. 

The Soul’s Passage Through Barzakh 

Once the soul departs the body, where does it go? This 

question lies at the heart of every spiritual, metaphysical, 

and scientific inquiry into life after death. If we consider 

the soul as a quantum entity—a subtle form of energy—it 

does not simply vanish. Instead, it continues its existence in 

another dimension, one that transcends the limitations of 

time, matter, and space as we know them. 

Allah describes this reality in Surah Al-Mu’minun 

(23:100): 

“And before them is a barrier (barzakh) until the Day they 

are resurrected.” 

This barrier, known as Al-‘Ālam al-Barzakh, is the 

interspace between this world and the next. It is the realm 

to which every soul passes after death, a place from which 

no return to earthly life is possible. 

When the body is laid to rest and the grave is sealed, the 

soul does not drift into oblivion. Instead, it remains 
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connected in a mysterious way—nestled between the body 

and the shroud—awaiting the profound moment of the 

questioning in the grave. Though detached from the 

material world, the soul is not fully severed from the body 

at this stage. And as the last footsteps of the mourners fade, 

the unseen dimension begins to unfold. 

Here, angels arrive, sent by Allah, unaffected by matter or 

substance. Earth, stone, even vaults of lead cannot impede 

their presence. For while the body remains bound to earthly 

physics, the soul has already crossed into a higher-

dimensional state. This is the threshold where the true 

nature of the soul’s transition is revealed. 

Our physical bodies exist in a three-dimensional world 

governed by gravity, matter, and time. Yet, once liberated, 

the soul enters a dimension unrestricted by such laws. 

Dense material, which shields the body from the physical 

world, holds no power against the immaterial passage of 

the soul. In this higher dimension, the soul moves freely, 

interacting with beings—like angels—who themselves 

transcend the fabric of space-time. 

This marks the beginning of the soul’s eternal journey. 

The Questioning of the Grave 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم described the events that follow in vivid 

clarity. For the righteous soul, when seated by the angels, 

the questions come: 

• Who is your Lord? — “My Lord is Allah.” 

• What is your religion? — “My religion is Islam.” 

• Who is this man sent among you? — “He is the 

Messenger of Allah.” 
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• How did you come to know these things? — “I read 

the Book of Allah, believed in it, and held it to be 

true.” 

At that moment, a voice from above proclaims: “My 

servant has spoken the truth.” 

The grave then transforms. From above, a gate to Paradise 

is opened. Fragrance and light descend, carpeting the grave 

with beauty and comfort. The space expands as far as the 

eye can see. A radiant figure approaches, clothed in 

garments of light and perfumed with sweetness, declaring: 

“Rejoice in the blessings that await you, for this is the day 

you were promised.” When the soul asks, “Who are you?” 

the figure replies: “I am your good deeds.” 

The soul, overwhelmed, yearns for the final Hour: “O Lord, 

let the Last Day come soon, so I may return to my family 

and possessions.” 

For the wicked soul, however, the questions end in despair: 

• Who is your Lord? — “Alas, I do not know.” 

• What is your religion? — Silence or confusion. 

• Who is this man among you? — “I do not know.” 

A voice declares: “My servant has lied.” The grave 

contracts, becoming a pit of torment. A gate to Hell opens, 

filling it with scorching heat and suffocating darkness. A 

hideous figure approaches, foul in appearance and stench, 

saying: “Grieve, for this is the day you were promised.” 

When the soul asks, “Who are you?” it replies: “I am your 

bad deeds.” The soul, terrified, pleads that the final Hour 

never arrive. 
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Consciousness in Quran 

The Qur’anic Map of Consciousness — The Divine Design 

of Being 

The Qur’an does far more than invite belief in God; it 

constructs an ontology — a complete metaphysical map of 

existence, its origin, its essence, and its perceiver. Through 

its verses, an unmistakable vision emerges: Reality is non-

dual, all-pervading, self-aware, and eternally present. It is 

not merely the Creator of experience — it is the very field 

in which experience arises. 

This Reality is what sages, mystics, and contemplatives 

across history have called Consciousness: the luminous, 

indivisible presence from which all perception emerges and 

within which all phenomena appear.  

Consciousness is the very ground of all experience; it is the 

reality whose movements and excitations give rise to 

everything that appears. What is perceived as the “not-self” 

is, in essence, none other than the Self itself, and every 

object is the subject revealed in apparent form. Thus, 

reality is nothing but consciousness manifesting itself, and 

the seeming division between subject and object is not an 

ultimate truth but a perceptual veil that dissolves upon 

direct realization. 

The Qur’an speaks of God not as a distant architect 

standing outside His creation, but as the Source, Substance, 

and Sustainer of all that exists — the Infinite behind every 

finite moment, the Inner behind all outer forms, the Light 

through which all things are seen, known, and lived. 
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The Qur’an declares: 

“…they will be informed of the truth of what they used to 

do” (6:159) 

Because every action leaves an indelible imprint within the 

fabric of consciousness, where nothing is ever erased, only 

unveiled. Thus begins the unveiling: a journey into how the 

Qur’an defines the nature of Divine Reality — and with it, 

the nature of consciousness itself. 

 

0. Al -Araf   Verse 54 

“Know without doubt that both creation (al-khalq) and 

command/judgment (al-amr) belong to Him.” 

Metaphysically, this verse affirms that both manifestation 

and meaning arise from a single source. What appears as 

the external world (the observed) and the inner act of 

knowing or judgment (the observer) are not two 

independent realities, but two expressions of one unified 

consciousness. There is no separation between what is seen 

and the seeing itself; both emerge within the same ground 

of Being. 

 

Al-A‘raf 7:179 then describes the failure of this 

consciousness to recognize itself: 

“They have hearts with which they do not understand, eyes 

with which they do not truly see, and ears with which they 

do not truly hear. They are like cattle (an’am), nay, they are 

even less conscious of the right way: it is they who are the 

truly heedless (living in their cocoons)!” 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

90 

 

Here, the Qur’an is not pointing to a deficiency of sensory 

organs, but to a dormant or veiled consciousness . The 

heart (qalb) functions as the center of awareness—

consciousness itself—yet it fails to apprehend reality 

because it is disengaged from its Source, the Ground of 

Consciousness. Seeing, smelling, tasting, hearing, and even 

understanding do occur, but only at the surface level, 

without inward recognition or self-disclosure. 

In metaphysical terms, perception, conception, 

comprehension, and felt experience (qualia) all arise within 

a single, unified, non-local field of consciousness. When 

consciousness is veiled, sensory data is received, but 

meaning is not truly realized. Perception remains 

fragmented, severed from its inward unity, and thus reality 

is encountered without recognition of its deeper truth. 

In a veiled state, the senses function, but witnessing 

(shuhūd) does not occur. Forms are perceived, yet their 

Reality (ḥaqīqa) remains concealed, for recognition 

belongs not to the senses themselves, but to the heart when 

it turns toward its Source. 

Thus, just as Verse 54 affirms that creation and command 

arise within one divine field, Verse 179 illustrates what 

occurs when consciousness fragments itself and identifies 

only with appearances. The observer forgets its own 

ground, and the observed loses its revelatory meaning. This 

is why such beings are described as “like cattle—rather, 

even more astray”: not as an insult, but as a statement that 

consciousness has descended from reflective awareness 

into mere instinctual functioning. 

 



Sam Mohsin 

91 

The reference to Hell in this verse points, at a deeper level, 

to a state of existence shaped by heedlessness (ghaflah)—a 

life lived within a cocoon of perception, cut off from the 

unity in which seeing, hearing, and knowing truly arise. 

Hell, in this sense, is not only a destination, but the 

experiential consequence of consciousness failing to 

recognize itself as the locus where the Seer and the seen are 

one. 

 

In essence: 

 • Verse 54 establishes the unity of reality: 

manifestation and meaning, observer and observed, arise 

from One. 

 • Verse 179 reveals the metaphysical loss: 

when consciousness does not awaken to this unity, 

perception remains active but truth remains unseen. 

Together, the verses present a complete metaphysical 

teaching: reality is always revealed, but only awakened 

consciousness recognizes that revelation within itself. 

 

Al-A‘raf 7:189 

HU created you from ONE single soul – I’ness (in the 

macro plan this is known as the Reality of Muhammad and 

the First Intellect, in the micro plan it is known as the 

human consciousness and the Grand Intellect) and from it, 

formed his partner (at the macro plan: the universe; at the 

micro plan: the brain) so that you dwell with her... And 

when he covered her (his partner) she loaded a light burden 

and carried it... When it got heavy, they both prayed to 
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Allah, “Indeed, if You give us a righteous (child) we will 

surely be among the evaluators.” (This verse can be 

understood both in terms of the formation of the worlds and 

the formation of humans). 

 

1. The Infinite Nature of Allah — The First, the Last, the 

Inner, the Outer 

“He is the First and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden; 

and He has full knowledge of all things.” 

(57:3) 

Few statements in religious scripture match the 

metaphysical clarity of this verse. 

“The First and the Last” reveals a Reality without 

beginning or end — beyond time, prior to all becoming. 

“The Manifest and the Hidden” points to the dual polarity 

of consciousness: the appearing world and the invisible 

knower of that world. 

In one sentence, the Qur’an dissolves the illusion of 

separation between the perceiver and the perceived. 

 

2. The Face of Allah in All Directions and Forms 

“To Allah belong the East and the West; so wherever you 

turn, there is the Face of Allah.” 

(2:115) 

The “Face of Allah” signifies Divine Presence permeating 

all perception. Wherever consciousness turns, whatever 
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form it encounters, it beholds none other than the One 

Reality shining through multiplicity. Consciousness is 

continuously collapsing into different forms 

This is the Qur’anic expression of non-duality: the Infinite 

seen in the finite. 

 

3. The All-Encompassing Consciousness 

“He encompasses all things in knowledge.” 

(65:12) 

Nothing exists outside Divine Awareness. 

Every galaxy, every atom, every thought arises within the 

limitless field of God’s knowing. 

This aligns perfectly with the insight: 

“Consciousness is not inside us — we exist within 

Consciousness.” 

 

4. The Ever-Present Witness 

“He is with you wherever you are; and Allah sees all that 

you do.” 

(57:4) 

The Qur’an here dissolves spatial notions of God. 

The Divine is not a distant observer but the very witnessing 

presence within every moment of experience. 
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Allah is the Seeing through which we see. 

5. The All-Pervading Light — The Source of Awareness 

“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth… Light 

upon Light.” 

(24:35) 

“Light” here is not physical luminosity. 

It is awareness itself — the power of perception, the 

radiance through which all existence becomes known. 

As Sufi masters teach: 

It is the Light by which we see, and the Light by which we 

are seen. 

This verse describes a cosmic luminosity — the Luminous 

Consciousness sustaining all realms. 

6. The Reality Beyond Form 

“Everything will perish except His Face.” 

(28:88) 

All forms dissolve, all appearances fade, yet the underlying 

Witness remains. 

This is the Qur’an’s articulation of the eternal: the Infinite 

Reality- Consciousness that persists when the transient has 

passed. 

7. The Breath of the Divine Within Humanity 

“Then He proportioned him and breathed into him of His 

Spirit.” 

(32:9) 
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The Divine Breath (Rūḥ)- the frequency is the spark of 

consciousness animating the human being. The frequencies 

needed to sustain in the material realm. 

It is through this sacred infusion that the human becomes a 

mirror of the Infinite — capable of knowing, perceiving, 

and reflecting the essences of the names of Divine. 

Humanity is not merely created by Allah, but with a breath 

of His own Command. 

8. The Secret of Consciousness — The Rūḥ 

“They ask you about the Spirit. Say: The Spirit is from the 

Command of my Lord, and of knowledge you have been 

given only a little.” 

(17:85) 

The Rūḥ is not a physical entity nor a psychological 

construct. 

It is a Divine Command — the same creative principle 

expressed in “Be, and it is” (Kun fayakūn). 

The verse reveals two profound truths: 

1. Consciousness originates from the Divine 

Command, not from matter. 

2. Humanity perceives only a fraction of its true 

nature. 

As one may put it: 

“Consciousness is not in us — it is the light through which 

we are. Consciousness is whose excitations are- 

everything” 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

96 

Together, 32:9 and 17:85 map the descent of the soul: 

from Divine Breath into human form, and from Infinite 

Mystery into finite experience. 

9. The Universal Selfhood 

“We are closer to him than his jugular vein.” 

(50:16) 

This is the Qur’an’s most intimate declaration. 

The Divine is not merely near — it is nearer than the self to 

itself.  This expresses the non-local essence of 

consciousness: the Infinite perceiving through the finite. 

Finite and infinite are entangaled in an indivisible union. 

10. The Unity Behind Multiplicity 

“He shapes you in the wombs as He wills.” 

(3:6) 

Creation is a movement from Infinity toward finitude — a 

contraction of the boundless into form. Each human being 

becomes a localized point through which the Universal 

Consciousness experiences the world. 

11. The All-Returning Reality 

“Indeed, we belong to Allah, and indeed, to Him we shall 

return.” 

(2:156) 

The return is not spatial. 

It is a reawakening — the soul rediscovering its origin in 

the Infinite Consciousness from which it emerged. 
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12. Surah Al-Ikhlāṣ — The Qur’anic Definition of Pure 

Consciousness 

Say: He is Allah, the One and indivisible. 

Allah, the Eternal, the Absolute. 

He begets not, nor is He begotten. 

There is none comparable to Him. 

(112:1–4) 

This chapter is the metaphysical heart of the Qur’an. 

It defines the nature of Reality in four lines: 

 1. Ahad — The One which does not have two: 

The indivisible field of awareness; not “many minds,” but 

one Consciousness manifesting as all beings. 

 2. As-Samad — The Self-Subsisting: 

The Reality upon which all depends, while 

depending on none. 

 3. Unborn and Unproduced: 

Consciousness does not arise from 

conditions; it simply is. 

 4. Beyond Comparison: 

Nothing resembles Allah — for all 

resemblance appears within Him. 

Surah Al-Ikhlāṣ is thus the Qur’anic declaration of Pure 

Non-Local Consciousness: 

Absolute, Eternal, Uncaused, and One. 
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Consciousness in Bible 

A Mystical Map of Inner Awakening, Consciousness, 

and the Divine Within 

In 1945, on the edge of the Egyptian desert near Nag 

Hammadi, local villagers uncovered a sealed clay jar buried 

in the sand for nearly sixteen centuries. Inside were thirteen 

leather-bound papyrus codices containing more than fifty 

early Christian and mystical writings—texts largely lost to 

history. Among them lay a slim yet electrifying work: The 

Gospel of Thomas. 

Unlike the narrative gospels, Thomas contains no stories of 

miracles, no passion narrative, no crucifixion, and no 

resurrection. It is a collection of 114 sayings—a stream of 

aphoristic, mystical teachings attributed to Jesus, crystalline 

in their simplicity yet vast in their metaphysical depth. Its 

opening declaration sets the tone: 

“These are the secret sayings that the Living Jesus spoke, 

and Didymus Judas Thomas recorded. Whoever finds the 

interpretation of these sayings will not taste death.” 

The “secret” is not hidden in the words themselves; it lies 

in the inner experience they are meant to awaken. 

The Forgotten Stream of Early Christianity 

The early Christian world was not monolithic. It was a 

diverse landscape of communities, many of which 

emphasized inner knowledge (gnosis), direct realization, 

and the discovery of the divine within the human being. As 

ecclesiastical structures solidified and theological 

boundaries hardened, texts like the Gospel of Thomas no 
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longer fit the doctrinal and institutional needs of the 

emerging Church. 

Thomas was not violently erased; it was set aside, 

preserved in silence—hidden rather than destroyed—

waiting for an age capable of hearing it anew. 

Today, as humanity once again searches for a spirituality 

beyond dogma, beyond division, and beyond mere belief, 

the Gospel of Thomas reemerges as a spiritual map—one 

that integrates psychology, metaphysics, consciousness 

studies, and sacred wisdom. 

The Kingdom Within — The Center of Thomas’ 

Teaching 

One of the central revelations of Thomas is that the 

Kingdom of God is not external. It is not located in the sky, 

not deferred to the future, and not confined to distant 

realms. 

Saying 3 declares: 

“If those who lead you say to you, ‘Look, the kingdom is in 

the sky,’ then the birds of the sky will precede you. If they 

say to you, ‘It is in the sea,’ then the fish will precede you. 

Rather, the kingdom is inside of you, and it is outside of 

you.” 

This is the heart of Thomas: what you seek is already 

present. The Divine is not elsewhere—it permeates all 

existence. 

This insight dissolves the assumption that spiritual truth 

depends upon: 

• external authority, 
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• intermediaries, 

• rigid rituals, 

• institutions, 

• or historical validation. 

Instead, realization is immediate, present, and universally 

accessible. 

Know Yourself — The Door to God 

Another pillar of Thomas is the inseparability of 

self-knowledge and liberation: 

“When you come to know yourselves, then you will 

become known, and you will realize that it is you who are 

the children of the Living Father. But if you do not know 

yourselves, you dwell in poverty, and you are that poverty.” 

Here, “poverty” is not material deprivation—it is 

forgetfulness. To forget one’s divine origin is the true exile. 

To know oneself is to awaken to the living light one has 

always carried. 

This is gnosis: not information, but inner recognition. It 

resonates across traditions— 

• Sufi self-knowing, 

• the Hindu realization of Ātman–Brahman, 

• Buddhist insight into Mind, 

• Hermetic wisdom, “as above, so below,” 

• and modern consciousness studies. 
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All converge upon a single truth: the knower is not separate 

from the field of awareness that knows. 

 

The World as Appearance — Seeing Beyond the 

Surface 

Thomas echoes a universal mystical insight: the world 

perceived through ordinary consciousness is a surface 

appearance, not ultimate reality. 

Awakening is the capacity to see beyond: 

• illusions of separation, 

• fixed identities, 

• and matter mistaken as the final ground of being. 

This is not nihilism. It is the recognition that consciousness 

is primary, and the physical world is its expression. The 

text invites the seeker to look beyond the transient and 

reconnect with the primordial source of being. 

Direct Experience Over Dogma 

One of the most radical qualities of the Gospel of Thomas 

is its insistence on direct realization. The text offers no 

system of belief, no ritual obligations, and no hierarchical 

authority. Instead, it calls for: 

• inner awakening, 

• direct perception, 

• experiential knowledge, 

• and conscious insight. 
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Truth is not something to be believed; it is something to be 

seen. 

In this way, Thomas converges with modern contemplative 

science: awakening is a shift in consciousness, not a change 

in doctrine. 

The Light Within — The True Nature of Being 

Thomas portrays every human being as carrying a spark of 

primordial divine radiance. Saying 50 declares: 

“We came from the Light, the place where the Light came 

into being of itself.” 

Light here is not physical illumination; it is consciousness 

itself—the living field from which all experience arises. 

When asked how this light may be recognized, the reply is 

striking: 

“It is movement and repose.” 

Existence breathes through us as rhythm—expansion and 

stillness, action and presence. 

Saying 77 deepens this vision: 

“Split a piece of wood, and I am there. Lift the stone, and 

you will find me there.” 

This is not naïve pantheism, but unity of esistance- 

consciousness: the Divine revealed through the ordinary, 

shimmering within every form. 

The Two Become One — Non-Dual Integration 

Several sayings describe the reunification of opposites: 

• inner and outer, 
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• masculine and feminine, 

• body and spirit, 

• motion and stillness, 

• heaven and earth. 

These images symbolize the return to original wholeness. 

Sayings 22 and 106 speak of dissolving inner division—a 

profound psychological and spiritual transformation. 

Although later metaphysical interpretations sometimes 

introduce ideas absent from the ancient text, the essential 

insight remains consistent across traditions: when inner 

conflict dissolves and consciousness becomes unified, 

latent creative power awakens. 

Fasting from the World — Withdrawal from Illusion 

Saying 27 offers a striking injunction: 

“If you do not fast from the world, you will not find the 

kingdom.” 

This fasting is not dietary. It is a metaphysical withdrawal 

from illusion—from fear, egoic narratives, attachments, 

and false identities such as anger, greed, pride, jealousy, 

and hatred. It marks a shift from external dependence to 

inner sovereignty. 

Prayer as Alignment — A Technology of Consciousness 

Thomas never portrays prayer as supplication to an external 

deity. Instead, it reflects an ancient mystical understanding: 

prayer is alignment. 

It is the attunement of inner consciousness with the reality 

one seeks—not asking, but inhabiting truth as already 
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present. This resonates with the canonical teaching in Mark 

11:24: 

“Believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” 

Feeling becomes the bridge between inner awareness and 

outer manifestation. Science describes mechanisms; 

spirituality discloses meaning; consciousness unites them. 

The Kingdom Is Already Here 

In Saying 113, the disciples ask: 

“When will the kingdom come?” 

Jesus replies: 

“It will not come by waiting for it… Rather, the kingdom 

of the Father is spread out upon the earth, and people do 

not see it.” 

The kingdom is not a future event. It is a present reality, the 

ever-available field of consciousness in which all things 

arise. Awakening is simply the recognition of what has 

always been so. 

The Essence of Thomas 

The Gospel of Thomas weaves mysticism, metaphysics, 

psychology, and inner science into a single, luminous 

insight: 

• The Kingdom is within you. 

• The Divine is everywhere. 

• Self-knowledge is liberation. 

• Consciousness shapes experience. 
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• Light is your origin. 

• Duality is provisional. 

• Inner experience is the path. 

• You are not separate from God. 

• You are an expression of the Infinite. 

What was buried for centuries resurfaces at a moment when 

humanity is once again turning inward. 

The Gospel of Thomas does not replace the canonical 

gospels; it illuminates their mystical depth. 

And its core message—the message that echoes across all 

spiritual traditions and modern consciousness studies—is 

this: 

The kingdom is already here. 

The light is within you. 

You are the doorway to the Divine. 
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The Kingdom Hidden in Your Breath 

 

The Kingdom is not in the sky or the sea, 

It lives in the chamber that whispers “Be.” 

A realm that is nowhere and yet always near— 
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Spread all around you, but lost in your fear. 

 

You search for the sacred in temple and throne, 

Not knowing the truth is carved in your bone. 

For the Light that you chase in the heavens above 

Is the spark in your ribs that was kindled by love. 

 

You wander the world in a dreamer’s trance, 

Mistaking the flicker for permanent dance. 

But illusions dissolve like a dew-covered dawn— 

Only the Seer remains when the shadow is gone. 

 

Know yourself deeply—break open the shell; 

The heaven you seek is the place where you dwell. 

The face that you’ve lost in the whirl of the All 

Waits at the root of your life’s quiet call. 

 

When you join the two into unified One, 

The moon folds inside the light of the sun. 

When the inner and outer together align, 

You enter the Kingdom that’s already mine. 
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Let the male and the female melt into air, 

Let the edges of opposites vanish as prayer. 

For Unity sings what division denies: 

The heart becomes cosmos, the soul becomes skies. 

 

There’s a lamp in your chest that the dust tries to hide, 

A flame from the fire where all worlds abide. 

Uncover its brilliance—let darkness depart; 

A universe blooms in the breath of your heart. 

 

Seek, and be shaken—your dreaming undone; 

Find, and be broken by light from the One. 

But broken reveals what whole could not show— 

The secret: You are the place where the Infinite glows. 

 

The Kingdom is breathing each time that you breathe, 

It always was yours—though you could not believe. 

Awaken, Beloved—step out of the night: 

You are the mirror that carries God’s light. 
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The Hierarchy of Being — God, Creation, and the 

Dimensions of Reality 
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God alone is absolute. Everything else is relative. He alone 

is truly real, infinite, free, and unbounded, while all else 

exists only through His dependent will. Creation is 

contingent, confined, and shaped by countless limitations. 

God is transcendent, beyond time, space, form, change, and 

every conceivable boundary, known fully only to Himself. 

 

The first of God’s creation was pure light, or pure spirit—

two names for a single reality. From this origin, the 

universe unfolded, descending in a vast hierarchy where 

each lower realm became progressively more limited, 

dense, and obscure. Every visible and invisible world 

derives its contingent being solely from God. The higher, 

unseen realms possess their own order and purpose, just as 

our material world does. Yet all creation is a single, 

interwoven whole, utterly dependent upon the Divine. 

Within this hierarchy, every realm leans upon the one 

above it, like a shadow clinging to the form that casts it, 

until one reaches the divine attributes themselves. 

 

The loftier the realm, the nearer it stands to God, the more 

real it becomes, less constrained by the limitations that bind 

lower existence. Our ordinary world, shaped by higher 

realities whether we perceive them or not, is but a faint 

reflection of the order and majesty above. Knowledge of 

these unseen domains is not mere speculation; it rests upon 

the firm foundation of revelation. Messengers and 

illumined souls have perceived these worlds directly, 

seeing and hearing with certainty what remains hidden to 

most. Yet materialism and heedlessness veil this 
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knowledge, obscuring our understanding of the human 

condition. 

In our age, modern science offers a parallel lens. Theories 

of the multiverse and higher dimensions speak of countless 

unseen worlds, each governed by its own laws and existing 

alongside our own. Without these hidden dimensions, the 

universe as we know it could not stand. Our material realm, 

compared to the surrounding subtle worlds, is as a mother’s 

womb to the vastness of the earth; death is a second birth, a 

liberation from the narrow confines of this world into the 

relative freedom of subtler dimensions. 

The Qur’an and the Sufi tradition echo these truths. Imam 

al-Ghazali described the universe as consisting of 18,000 

worlds, of which our material domain, ʿĀlam al-Mulk, is 

among the smallest. Even the observable cosmos, with its 

billions of galaxies, lies within the terrestrial heaven, al-

samāʾ al-dunyā, and is no more than a grain of sand against 

the invisible expanse above. Modern physics mirrors this 

vision: space has three dimensions, time a fourth, and 

mathematics reveals the necessity of eleven dimensions for 

the universe to hold together, as in M-theory. These higher 

dimensions, hidden from ordinary perception, are essential 

for the very consistency of reality. 

To imagine these higher dimensions, consider a two-

dimensional being on a flat plane. It cannot perceive up or 

down; if an object leaves the plane, it vanishes from view. 

In the same way, higher dimensions may exist beyond our 

senses, not unreal, but inaccessible. A garden hose 

illustrates this: from a distance, it appears one-dimensional, 

but a closer view reveals its circular surface, experienced as 

a second dimension by a tiny ant. Likewise, our three-

dimensional world may coexist with additional, tightly 
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curled dimensions, fully real and essential to the universe’s 

structure. 

The Qur’an describes seven samawāt, or heavens, each a 

dimension of reality supporting the one below it. Our 

universe, beneath the first heaven, is dependent upon it. 

The second heaven supports the first, and each higher 

heaven sustains the lower in turn, culminating in the 

seventh, the loftiest realm. At its heart stands al-Bayt al-

Maʿmūr, visited daily by seventy thousand angels who 

never return once entered. Each heaven contains its own 

sanctuaries, reflections of the higher, and the earthly Kaaba 

mirrors these celestial houses. Divine mercy flows 

continuously from the higher realms, descending through 

layered realities to our material plane. 

Near the seventh heaven stands Sidrat al-Muntaha, the lote 

tree of the limit, whose branches stretch beyond human 

comprehension. It marks the furthest boundary of 

knowledge accessible to creation; beyond it rests the divine 

footstool, al-Qursi, and beyond that, the Throne, where the 

attribute of absolute mercy is revealed in its fullness. The 

Qur’an states: “The All-Merciful, Al-Rahman, has 

established Himself upon the Throne” (20:5). From this 

exalted station, wrath and vengeance are veiled; only 

mercy, peace, and contentment flow forth, forming the 

highest canopy of Paradise itself. 

Creation’s structure mirrors these hierarchies. Just as 

gravity holds stars and planets in their orbits, the lower 

heavens are sustained by the higher, culminating in the 

Throne. God alone is free of dependence, the absolute, the 

truly real, the infinite. Everything else exists solely through 

Him. Modern physics echoes this in M-theory, where 

eleven dimensions are necessary for the universe to exist. 
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Among these layered realms lies Al-Barzakh, the 

intermediary dimension where souls dwell after death. 

Tradition depicts it as an inverted horn, narrow at the 

infrahuman unseen domains in Sijjin, broadening to Ilyun, 

beneath the Throne. Here, souls await resurrection, moving 

freely beyond the confines of the grave. Abstract meanings 

take form in this subtle world, as dreams and the 

imagination reveal truths invisibly expressed. The world of 

similitudes, ʿĀlam al-Mithal, clothes meaning in form: 

righteous deeds shine like light, sins manifest as serpents or 

flames, and even a single parchment inscribed with La ilaha 

illallah outweighs the heaviest sin. The worlds of 

imagination, ʿĀlam al-Qiyal, and dreams mirror inwardly 

what ʿĀlam al-Mithal reveals outwardly, explaining the 

strange posthumous experiences of souls. 

Other hidden dimensions include the realm of Djinn, fiery 

beings of smokeless energy endowed with intellect and free 

will. They exist alongside humans, choosing belief or 

rejection, their disbelieving subset aligned with the devil’s 

designs. Djinn inhabit a dimension adjacent to ours, 

invisible yet able to manifest in the material world. They 

act through subtle energies, influencing through practices 

like magic, envy (hasad), or even hypnosis. Just as a two-

dimensional character cannot perceive a three-dimensional 

observer, humans cannot see the Djinn in their entirety. 

They occupy a subtler layer of reality, capable of 

interacting with our world yet themselves unobservable 

without divine permission. 

The Qur’an also speaks of seven earths, paralleling the 

seven heavens (65:12). Ibn Abbas interpreted this as seven 

worlds, each populated with prophets, humans, and 

histories echoing our own. Modern cosmology’s multiverse 
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concept resonates with this: countless universes, each with 

its own laws and inhabitants, exist in parallel, unseen but 

real. Higher beings, such as angels, traverse these worlds 

effortlessly, moving between realms as easily as we move 

between rooms. 

Angels themselves inhabit the loftiest dimensions, 

administering creation, recording deeds of humans and 

Djinn alike, and overseeing all affairs from perspectives 

beyond our comprehension. The angel of death perceives 

the worlds of men and Djinn as a single bowl, effortlessly 

extracting souls at their appointed times. Such beings 

reveal that Paradise and Hell are not mere landscapes, but 

multidimensional realities. Paradise has one hundred levels, 

with al-Firdaws beneath the Throne, from which rivers 

flow to lower realms. Hell, conversely, is a descending 

dimension, with seven gates and layered torments 

corresponding to transgressions, each level more severe 

than the last. Both realms are ordered, purposeful, and 

structured beyond the limits of the material imagination. 

The Qur’an emphasizes that “His command descends 

among them” (65:12). Influence flows downward; 

dependence flows upward. Higher realms are not 

contingent upon lower ones, but lower realms cannot exist 

without higher governance. This is the metaphysical 

grammar of reality. Quantum entanglement similarly 

reveals that nature is relational: particles remain correlated 

across vast distances, as though separation were 

incomplete. While physical in observation, this 

phenomenon gestures toward a deeper truth: reality is 

relational, not isolated. Metaphysics names this relational 

field Divine Knowledge—the unseen matrix in which all 

forms arise, interact, and dissolve. Science studies 
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correlations; spirituality recognizes coherence. Both point 

to a universe that is not fragmented, but subtly unified 

beneath appearances. 

Human life unfolds upon a bridge stretched between origins 

and ends, between the unseen and the manifest. Birth marks 

not an arrival but an emergence into responsibility; death is 

not an end but a disclosure. Islam names this intermediary 

reality Barzakh—a boundary and a connection. Even now, 

the human being lives between worlds: body anchored in 

matter, consciousness touching the unseen. Every intention, 

thought, and action participates in this continuum. Nothing 

is lost. What is enacted here takes form there. The Qur’anic 

image of al-Ṣirāṭ al-Mustaqīm—the bridge every soul must 

cross—does not begin in the Hereafter. It is constructed 

here, moment by moment. Ethics is therefore ontological: 

to act rightly is to align one’s being with the deeper order 

of existence. 

Islamic cosmology speaks openly of traversal between 

realms. Angels ascend and descend. Souls move from the 

world to Barzakh. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم journeys through the 

seven heavens in the Miʿ rāj. Physics, in its own symbolic 

language, theorizes wormholes—bridges between distant 

regions of space-time. These are not spiritual claims, but 

they serve as conceptual metaphors, reminding us that 

reality may contain pathways inaccessible to ordinary 

perception. 

The story of Moses and al-Khiḍr (Surah al-Kahf 18:60–82) 

reveals a profound truth: human reason cannot encompass 

all causality. Moses seeks deeper knowledge and is led to 

the “junction of the two seas”—a symbolic threshold where 

familiar laws no longer suffice. Al-Khiḍr’s actions—

damaging a boat, taking a life, restoring a wall—appear 
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unjust within ordinary logic. Only later is their divine 

purpose revealed. The lesson is epistemic humility: reality 

operates on multiple levels simultaneously; the visible level 

is not sovereign. What appears destructive may be 

protective. What seems delayed may be mercy. 

The Qur’an also recounts the journey of Dhul-Qarnayn, a 

ruler granted access to “the means of all things.” He 

traverses the horizons of the earth and encounters 

civilizations beyond familiar norms. His construction of a 

barrier against Gog and Magog is not merely architectural. 

Mystical interpretations suggest a cosmic containment, a 

sealing of chaos until its appointed time (21:96). These 

narratives teach that cosmic order is actively maintained, 

and that divine wisdom governs not only what is seen, but 

what is restrained. 

The human being is not a small creature in a vast universe, 

but a condensed reflection of it. Islamic metaphysics 

describes a vertical human structure: 

 • Body — the material realm (ʿĀlam al-Mulk) 

 • Intellect — perception and meaning 

 • Heart (qalb) — moral sight and orientation 

 • Spirit (rūḥ-Soul) — breathed from the  

                        Divine command 

This hierarchy mirrors the cosmic order: higher governs 

lower; meaning precedes form. The heart stands as a 

Barzakh—a threshold between worlds. When illuminated, 

the human being becomes coherent. When veiled, even 

knowledge becomes distortion. The Kaaba, mirrored by al-

Bayt al-Maʿmūr in the heavens, symbolizes this truth. Just 
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as angels circle the celestial sanctuary, human faculties 

orbit the heart. When the heart is rightly oriented, the entire 

being moves in harmony. 

All realms—physical and unseen, material and spiritual—

are degrees of divine manifestation. Multiplicity does not 

negate unity; it reveals it. “We will show them Our signs on 

the horizons and within themselves until it becomes clear to 

them that it is the Truth” (41:53). The Islamic vision of 

reality is not merely cosmological; it is transformational. 

The journey is not only outward through worlds, but inward 

through states of being. Beyond the seven heavens, beyond 

form and name, lies the Infinite Reality known only to God. 

Yet its light shines through every atom, every soul, every 

universe. 

The human being stands at the axis of this vast order—a 

bridge between earth and heaven. Whoever aligns the 

higher within himself finds the lower brought into order. 

Whoever walks the bridge with awareness discovers that 

eternity was never elsewhere—it was always unfolding 

within. 

 

The Paradox of Choice and the Architecture of 

Experience 

You have never made a single decision in your life—at 

least, not in the way you think you have. 

In the 1980s, neuroscientist Benjamin Libet conducted 

what appeared to be a simple experiment. Participants were 

asked to press a button whenever they felt like it. No 

reason. No incentive. Just free choice. Yet the results were 

deeply unsettling. Neural activity indicating the decision to 
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act appeared hundreds of milliseconds before participants 

became consciously aware of choosing. 

The brain had already moved. 

Awareness arrived later. 

The feeling “I decided” did not initiate the action. It 

emerged after the fact, like a narrator stepping in mid-story 

to explain what had already begun. 

From this perspective, a troubling implication arises: if 

decisions are initiated before conscious awareness, then 

what we experience as free choice may not be the origin of 

action at all. 

And yet—here is the paradox—life still feels open. Every 

moment still feels undecided. 

This chapter is not an attempt to eliminate that 

contradiction. It is an attempt to show why it must exist—

and why reality could not function without it. 

Because once this paradox is understood, something 

fundamental becomes clear: 

You are not the author of your story. 

You are the means by which the story becomes real. 
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The Timeless Whole and the Illsion of Sequence 

 

Illustration 

•  3D Space (X, Y, Z) 
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•  Transparent cube represents ordinary space 

•  Embedded cities, landscapes, structures = events in space 

•  Grid lines emphasize spatial geometry 

•  4th Dimension — Time (T) 

•  Represented as stacked layers or slices in the cube 

•   Each slice = complete spatial universe at one moment 

•   Past, present, future coexist; consciousness moves     

    through them 

•   Past = lower/earlier slices, Present = current  slice,  

    Future = upper/later slices 

•   All moments exist equally; differences are perspective of  

    consciousness 

•   Only the point of experience moves; block itself is fixed 

•   Cube already contains everything; meaning arises as  

    consciousness experiences one slice at a time 

•   You are the projection moving through time; time exists  

     in the structure, not inside you 

 

This captures the essence of the 4D block universe visual. 

 

Imagine a form of consciousness vast enough to experience 

all moments simultaneously—past, present, and future—

not as a sequence, but as a single, unified structure. Every 
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choice you will ever make already exists. Every 

consequence has already unfolded. Every possible 

configuration of events is fully present in an eternal now. 

This is not a theological claim. It closely resembles what 

modern physics refers to as the block universe: spacetime 

understood as a four-dimensional whole, where every 

moment exists equally and time does not “flow” but is 

simply another dimension. 

It is also what mystics across traditions meant when they 

said “all is one.”   

Not metaphorically. Not poetically. 

As a description of reality. 

From this vantage point, nothing is unfolding. Everything 

already is. And yet—here you are—moving through time, 

experiencing sequence, effort, uncertainty, and meaning. 

 

The question is not whether both perspectives are true. 

The question is why reality requires both. 

Forgetting as a Creative Principle 

For the complete to feel incomplete, it must forget itself. 

Without forgetting, there is no journey. 

Without a journey, there is no story. 

Without a story, there is no experiencer. 
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And without an experiencer, the predetermined remains 

mere potential—information without incarnation. 

Past, present, and future do not exist as separate domains 

unfolding in sequence; they coexist within the eternal Now. 

All possibilities—those once latent, those presently 

expressed, and those yet to emerge—reside simultaneously 

within a single, unified field of consciousness. What we 

call the “past” is not gone, but a set of potentials that have 

already collapsed into form, while the present is simply the 

moment in which one configuration of those possibilities is 

being experienced. 

Destiny, then, is not a rigid script moving toward a single 

inevitable outcome. Rather, it may be understood as a 

structured field of pre-existent possibilities—stable, 

intelligible patterns awaiting resonance. Which of these 

patterns becomes lived reality is not imposed from outside, 

but arises through the individual’s inner state: their 

alignment, frequency, intention, and depth of awareness. 

When an individual’s consciousness enters resonance with 

a particular potential, a decisive moment occurs—akin to 

an act of metaphysical “measurement.” In that instant, the 

field responds. One possibility coheres, condenses, and 

steps forward from latency into experience. The chosen 

potential collapses into form, not by chance, but by 

correspondence, revealing itself as destiny within the fabric 

of lived reality. 

In this view, destiny is neither arbitrary nor fixed. It is a 

dialogue between the eternal field of what can be and the 

conscious state of the one who perceives, chooses, and 

becomes. 
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Neuroscience unexpectedly confirms this same principle 

from another direction. 

Your brain does not record reality like a camera. It 

generates it. What you experience as perception is a 

predictive model—an internally generated simulation of 

what the world should be like next—constantly compared 

against incoming sensory data. 

Crucially, the simulation comes first. 

Reality only corrects it afterward. 

When prediction and input align, you never notice the 

prediction at all. You simply call the result “reality.” 

In this sense, you are hallucinating the world moment by 

moment—occasionally adjusting for accuracy. 

And this works only because you do not remember doing it. 

Consciousness is, at its core, a forgetting machine. It 

creates the experience of now by erasing the awareness of 

always. This forgetting is not a defect. It is sacred. It is the 

mechanism by which a completed universe becomes lived. 

Fixed Structure, Lived Uncertainty 

From the perspective of the totality, everything is fixed. 

From the perspective of consciousness moving through 

time, choice is real. 

Not because the future is undefined, but because the present 

is. 

Choice does not exist as infinite openness. It exists as lived 

uncertainty. And that uncertainty is not a flaw in the 
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system—it is the system. The feeling of choosing is not 

secondary to reality. It is how reality becomes local. 

Consider a film. Every frame already exists on the reel. The 

sequence is fixed. But the film does not become a film until 

light passes through it—until it is projected and witnessed. 

You are that light. 

You do not alter the reel. 

You make it experiential. 

 

Resonance, Not Creation 

The predetermined structure does not contain a single 

timeline. It contains countless complete configurations of 

causality, all existing simultaneously within a timeless 

architecture. 

You do not create these possibilities. 

They already exist. 

What determines which one you experience is not 

willpower. It is resonance. 

Reality is less like clay to be shaped and more like a 

spectrum already broadcasting all frequencies at once. 

Consciousness does not change what is transmitted. It 

determines what can be received. 

And the receiver is not merely your thoughts or intentions. 

It is the total frequency of your being: 

your beliefs and conditioning, 
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your traumas and unconscious patterns, 

your nervous system’s baseline state, 

your somatic memory, 

the identity you silently inhabit. 

This is what you are—a tuning fork vibrating at a particular 

frequency. Reality responds not to what you want, but to 

what you are. 

When change happens, it does not occur through effort or 

positive thinking. It occurs when your fundamental 

frequency shifts, allowing alignment with a different region 

of the predetermined structure. 

Nothing new is created. 

Nothing is violated. 

You simply inhabit a different trajectory that was always 

there. 

 

Dissolution and Structural Change 

Here is what mystics meant by “be the change.” Not 

inspiration—mechanics. 

But there is a crucial misunderstanding: you cannot change 

yourself by trying to change yourself. Effort emerges from 

the current configuration, and a frequency cannot alter 

itself by force of will. 
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Real change happens through dissolution 

Something must die. 

Every reality you experience is stabilized by a 

corresponding version of you—a constellation of identities, 

defenses, beliefs, bodily tensions, and perceptual habits. 

This constellation is not broken. It is perfectly calibrated to 

maintain the life you are living. 

 

To access a different frequency, you must become someone 

else—not superficially, but structurally. 

 

This is why trauma work, shadow integration, somatic 

release, deep meditation, and ego-dissolving experiences 

work—not because they “raise vibration,” but because they 

destabilize the existing configuration. 

When that structure loosens, there is a brief moment of 

pure potentiality. The receiver opens. And in that openness, 

a new configuration can crystallize—one that resonates 

with a different strand of the timeless architecture. Reality 

changes without reality being changed. 

 

The Final Turn 

There is one final assumption that must be questioned. 

That you are the one tuning the frequency. 

Look closely. Every intention appears after sensations, 

impulses, emotional shifts. You do not initiate them—you 

notice them. The narrator arrives later. 
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The frequency does not change because you change. 

The frequency changes—and a different you appears to 

narrate it. 

The self is not the driver of reality. 

It is reality’s user interface. 

Personality, beliefs, habits—these are not controls. They 

are readouts. Like a dashboard in a cockpit, they show you 

where you are, not how to steer. 

This is why affirmations feel hollow. Why willpower fails. 

Why trying to improve yourself changes the display while 

the underlying system remains the same. 

Real shifts occur at a deeper level—at the level of what 

your system allows to be real. 

Your nervous system defines a bandwidth of experience. 

Anything outside it does not get rejected—it simply never 

appears. This bandwidth determines which emotions, 

insights, and possibilities can arise at all. 

And that bandwidth changes only when the system learns, 

somatically, that it can survive without its old protections. 

The Closing Insight 

This is the real mechanism. 

Not manifestation,  

Not willpower. 

Structural permission through expanded capacity. You have 

never made a single decision in your life. But the 

predetermined is not your prison. 
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It is your possibility. 

The structure exists—complete and eternal—containing 

every version of every outcome. Which one becomes your 

lived experience depends not on what you try to become, 

but on what you are willing to stop being. 

At some point, something loosens. Something you thought 

was permanent dissolves. You feel uncertain. Disoriented. 

As if something has died. 

That is how you know. 

The frequency is changing. 

And with it, the story you have always told yourself about 

who you are. 

The predetermined already knows what you will do with 

this. 

But you—the version of you reading this now—do not. 

And that is the only reason any of this matters. 

The Mind in the Field: Consciousness, Healing, and the 

Architecture of Reality** 

Where is your mind—literally? 

Not metaphorically. Not poetically. But precisely: where 

does your mind exist right now? 

Most people answer reflexively: in the brain. Inside the 

skull. Nested somewhere in the three-pound mass of 

neurons between the ears. This assumption has shaped 

neuroscience, medicine, psychology, and even our sense of 

self for centuries. Thought is believed to arise from 

neurons. Consciousness is said to be generated by 
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electrochemical activity. Mind, we are told, is a byproduct 

of matter. 

Yet this assumption is no longer secure. 

Across neuroscience, physics, and consciousness studies, a 

quiet but profound inversion is underway—one that 

suggests the opposite may be true: matter may be a product 

of mind, and the brain not the origin of consciousness, but 

its interface. 

The Discovery That Should Have Changed Everything 

In the late twentieth century, UCLA researcher Dr. Valerie 

Hunt spent decades studying the human electromagnetic 

field using advanced electromyography (EMG). Her work 

was not mystical speculation; it was empirical, instrument-

based measurement. 

 

What she discovered was unsettling. 

When subjects were exposed to stimuli—sound, light, 

touch—the electromagnetic field surrounding the body 

responded before the brain did. The field registered the 

event first. Only milliseconds later did the brain’s EEG 

activity follow. 

The implication was unavoidable: 

information was being processed outside the nervous 

system before neural awareness occurred. 

Hunt eventually articulated the conclusion that shattered 

conventional assumptions: 

“The mind is not in the brain. It is in the field.” 
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This was not poetry. It was observation. 

If the field responds before the brain, then the brain cannot 

be the source of consciousness. It must be a receiver, 

translator, or transducer—a biological interface converting 

non-local information into neural signals the body can use. 

The mind, then, is not confined to the skull. 

It is distributed, non-local, extended—embedded in a field 

that surrounds and penetrates the body, yet also reaches 

beyond it. 

The Half-Second That Changes Free Will 

This view aligns uncannily with a separate line of research 

that has troubled neuroscience for decades. 

In the 1980s, neuroscientist Benjamin Libet conducted a 

series of experiments on voluntary action. Participants were 

asked to perform a simple movement—such as flexing a 

finger—whenever they chose, while their brain activity was 

recorded. 

The results were striking. 

Libet observed that a neural signal known as the readiness 

potential began approximately half a second before the 

physical movement occurred. However, participants 

reported becoming consciously aware of their intention to 

act only about two-tenths of a second before the movement. 

This suggested that neural preparation for action begins 

before conscious intention enters awareness, challenging 

the assumption that conscious will is the initial cause of 

voluntary action. 
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Subsequent research refined and contextualized these 

findings. Sensory and motor information typically reaches 

cortical processing regions within tens to hundreds of 

milliseconds, while conscious awareness appears to emerge 

with a delay of several hundred milliseconds relative to 

underlying neural activity. 

There exists, therefore, a temporal gap: 

• First: unconscious processing 

• Then: conscious awareness 

By the time you think you have decided, the decision has 

already been made. 

This forces a radical reconsideration: 

Conscious thought is not the prime mover. 

It is the narrator that arrives late. 

So who, or what, is deciding? 

The answer points back to the field. 

In the 1980s, neuroscientist Benjamin Libet conducted a 

series of experiments on voluntary action. Participants were 

asked to perform a simple movement—such as flexing a 

finger—whenever they chose, while their brain activity was 

recorded. 

 

 

 

The Layered Architecture of the Human Being 
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Physician and researcher Dr. Richard Gerber, a pioneer in 

vibrational medicine, proposed that the human being is not 

a singular body but a nested hierarchy of informational 

fields, each subtler layer shaping the one beneath it. 

He described this architecture as follows: 
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1. Mental Field – patterns of thought, belief structures, 

intention, and internal imagery 

2. Astral (Emotional) Field – affective states, feeling-

tones, emotional memory, and resonance 

3. Etheric Field – the energetic blueprint that 

organizes and sustains biological form 

4. Physical Body – matter itself: tissues, organs, 

biochemistry, and measurable physiology 

Each layer functions as a template for the layer below it. 

Causation flows downward—from subtle to dense, from 

information to form. 

From this model, Gerber drew a clear and uncompromising 

conclusion: 

“Healing at the mental level is stronger and more lasting 

than healing at the etheric or physical levels.” 

The reason is simple yet profound.  

The body is not the origin—it is the expression. 

It is the final output of deeper informational processes. 

Attempting to heal exclusively at the physical level is akin 

to correcting a typo on a printed page without editing the 

original digital file. The moment the system reprints, the 

error reappears. 

Lasting healing occurs only when the blueprint itself is 

transformed. 

Change the pattern, and the form follows. 
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Thought Is Not Abstract — It Is Structural 

Thought is not vapor. 

It is patterned information with measurable physiological 

and energetic correlates. 

A transient thought carries minimal influence. 

But a thought repeated with emotional intensity can 

become structurally embedded in the system. 

This is where physicist William A. Tiller’s concept of the 

“ratchet effect” becomes relevant. Tiller proposed that 

when informational patterns stabilize at subtler levels of 

organization, they tend to cascade downward and lock into 

place across progressively denser domains: 

• Thought shapes emotion - Thought organizes 

emotional response 

• Thought shapes emotion - Emotion modulates 

physiological and bioenergetic states 

• Energy shapes matter - Sustained physiological 

states influence cellular function and material 

structure 

Once a pattern descends through these levels, it gains 

stability and inertia. 

Reversal becomes increasingly difficult when intervention 

is attempted only at lower, denser levels. 

This helps explain why chronic illness often resists purely 

physical treatment. The maladaptive pattern is not confined 

to tissue or chemistry; it is distributed across multiple 

regulatory layers—cognitive, emotional, neural, and 

physiological. 
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It also clarifies why trauma imprints so deeply. During 

moments of heightened emotional arousal, cognitive 

content is encoded with exceptional strength. The nervous 

system records these states not merely as memories, but as 

operational instructions that shape future perception and 

bodily response. 

Crucially, the same mechanism that engraves trauma can 

also encode healing. 

When thought, emotion, and intention are aligned and 

sustained, the system can be rewritten—pattern by pattern, 

layer by layer. 

Quantum Participation, Not Passive Observation 

Modern physics has arrived at a striking insight: 

at the most fundamental levels of nature, the observer 

cannot be fully separated from the observed. 

In quantum mechanics, measurement is not a neutral act. 

The act of observation selects one outcome from a range of 

probabilistic possibilities, converting potential into 

actuality. Reality, at this scale, is not merely uncovered—it 

is co-defined by interaction. 

This does not imply that individual thoughts directly 

control quantum events in a simplistic way. Rather, it 

suggests that participation, not passivity, is intrinsic to the 

fabric of reality. 

If consciousness interfaces with reality through 

informational and biological systems—perception, 

conception, comprehension, attention, expectation, 

emotional salience—then sustained patterns of thought and 

feeling can influence how probability is expressed 
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indirectly, by shaping behavior, physiology, interpretation, 

and response. Over time, these influences compound. 

This is not mysticism. 

It is the logic of participatory systems. 

Most people are creating continuously—but unconsciously. 

They rehearse fear. 

They imagine loss. 

They repeatedly visualize illness, failure, and catastrophe. 

These patterns are not inert. They entrain neural circuits, 

regulate stress hormones, bias perception, and shape 

decision-making. The system responds—not morally, not 

judgmentally, but mechanistically. 

The field—whether understood as nervous system, 

bioenergetic regulation, or informational environment—

does not evaluate content. 

It amplifies coherence and repetition. 

It obeys patterns. 

When Thought Becomes Flesh 

Few phenomena illustrate the mind–body interface more 

dramatically than stigmata—the appearance of bodily 

marks resembling crucifixion wounds in individuals 

engaged in prolonged, emotionally intense religious 

contemplation. 

These manifestations are typically not self-inflicted and 

often arise without identifiable external injury. While rare 

and controversial, they have been documented across 
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historical and medical records, inviting serious inquiry 

rather than dismissal. 

Regardless of one’s theological interpretation, the 

mechanism suggested by such cases is revealing. Under 

conditions of sustained focus, profound emotional arousal, 

and deep belief, mental imagery and expectation can exert 

measurable influence on physiological processes—

including vascular response, tissue integrity, immune 

modulation, and pain perception. 

Modern psychophysiology already recognizes related 

phenomena: stress-induced lesions, placebo and nocebo 

effects, psychogenic illness, and conversion disorders. 

Stigmata may represent an extreme expression along this 

same continuum, where symbolic meaning and biological 

response converge. 

The implication is not supernatural causation, but 

biological permeability. 

The effects, where genuine, point toward a broader 

principle: healing does not originate in the body alone. It 

begins at a subtler regulatory level—often described as a 

field of information, expectation, and energetic 

organization—within which biological processes are 

coordinated. 

If consciousness, under certain conditions, can imprint 

injury upon the body, then the same field-mediated 

mechanisms can imprint repair, coherence, and healing. 

The boundary between mind and body is not rigid. 

It is dynamic, responsive, and permeable. 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

138 

Thought, when sustained and embodied, does not merely 

influence flesh. 

At times, it becomes flesh. 

You Are a Universe in Miniature 

Physicist William A. Tiller proposed that the universe may 

have emerged not initially as matter, but as a subtle 

informational order—a patterned potential that 

progressively condensed into energy, particles, and 

ultimately physical form. 

From this perspective, each human being can be understood 

as a fractal expression of the same generative process: 

information organizing energy, energy organizing matter. 

As above, so below. 

As within, so without. 

You are not separate from the creative dynamics of the 

cosmos. 

You are a localized expression of them. 

Every thought you sustain represents a pattern of 

information. 

Every emotion you maintain functions as a regulatory 

signal. 

Every image you repeatedly hold acts as an instruction that 

shapes perception, behavior, and biological response. 

The field—whether conceived as informational, biological, 

or systemic—is continuously responsive. It does not 

evaluate intention; it responds to coherence, repetition, and 

salience. 
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The Question That Remains 

The question is no longer whether you participate in 

shaping your experience of reality. 

You do. 

The deeper question is how consciously. 

Are you programming by design—or by default? 

Are you addressing the blueprint—or endlessly correcting 

surface symptoms? 

Lasting transformation does not require force. 

It requires alignment: coherence between intention, 

emotion, attention, and imagery at the deepest levels of 

mind and regulation. 

That is where change begins. 

That is where healing stabilizes. 

That is where experience reorganizes. 

And that is where your true agency has always resided. 

The Metaphysics of Expansion and Compression 

Here lies a mystery: to the human eye, the grave is only a 

plot of earth. Yet within the unseen realm, it becomes a 

portal to another dimension. 

The righteous experience the grave expanding beyond 

measure, while the wicked feel it constrict until their ribs 

are crushed. How can this be? 

Modern physics provides a lens for understanding. Just as 

the fabric of space-time can stretch or collapse under 
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cosmic forces, so too may the soul’s experience of the 

grave expand or contract according to its vibrational state. 

• A soul attuned to higher frequencies—resonating 

with divine truth and goodness—enters an expanded 

dimensional field. Higher frequencies in quantum 

mechanics are associated with greater freedom and 

space, mirroring the grave’s widening for the 

righteous. 

• A soul burdened with lower, chaotic frequencies 

collapses into a constricted field, akin to matter 

compressed by the immense gravity of a black hole. 

Here, the soul feels the crushing pressure of its own 

spiritual dissonance. 

Thus, the grave is not merely static earth but a convergence 

point of dimensions, where physical matter and spiritual 

reality intersect. 

The Grave as a Nexus of Dimensions 

According to modern multidimensional theories, our 

universe may be one among many, layered and unseen. The 

grave, in this light, becomes a nexus point, bridging our 

physical reality with higher realms. It exists simultaneously 

in two domains: visibly on Earth and invisibly in the 

unseen. 

Through this portal, the soul is ushered into its destiny—

Paradise or Hellfire—awaiting the resurrection. In this way, 

the grave is not the end, but the threshold to eternity, where 

science, metaphysics, and revelation converge. 

The Quantum Nature of the Grave and Barzakh 
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The mystery of the grave can be illuminated through the 

lens of quantum physics, particularly the principles of 

superposition and non-locality. 

In quantum mechanics, superposition describes how a 

particle can exist in multiple states simultaneously until an 

act of observation collapses it into one definite reality. The 

grave, in a similar way, holds a dual nature. On one hand, it 

appears to us as a static patch of earth, the final resting 

place of the body. Yet at the same time, it functions as a 

portal into another dimension, where the soul begins its 

journey beyond. 

Just as a particle’s possibilities remain hidden until 

measurement determines its state, the grave holds within it 

the potential of two outcomes. When the soul enters, the 

“observation” of divine judgment collapses this 

superposition: 

• For the righteous, the grave expands, opening into 

gardens of Paradise, filled with fragrance and light. 

• For the wicked, it contracts, unveiling a gate to 

torment and fire. 

Thus, the grave is not merely soil covering the dead—it is a 

point of transition between worlds, where spiritual realities 

unfold. 

Barzakh: The Interspace Between Worlds 

The Qur’an describes this realm as Barzakh—the 

interspace separating life from resurrection. Here, the body 

rests in the earth while the soul moves into a higher 

dimension, yet the two remain mysteriously connected. 

Experiences in Barzakh are unique: neither the full reward 

of Paradise nor the full punishment of Hell, but a foretaste 
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of what is to come. The soul dwells in this interspace until 

the Day of Resurrection, simultaneously linked to the body 

and to realities beyond it. 

This dual presence is affirmed in the tradition where the 

Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم encountered Moses (peace be upon him) on the 

Night Journey—seeing him both standing in prayer within 

his grave and also in the sixth heaven. This indicates that 

the soul is not bound by a singular location, but may 

manifest across realms at once. 

Quantum Parallels: Non-Locality and Superposition 

The paradox of the soul’s existence in multiple dimensions 

finds resonance in quantum physics: 

• Non-locality describes how entangled particles 

remain connected across any distance. A change in 

one instantaneously influences the other, 

transcending the limits of space and time. Similarly, 

the soul may remain entangled with its earthly body 

while simultaneously inhabiting the interspace of 

Barzakh or even higher realms. 

• Superposition allows a system to hold multiple 

states until a decisive event collapses it into one. 

Analogously, the soul may exist in states of 

potentiality—connected to this world, the 

interspace, and the hereafter—until divine decree 

crystallizes its reality. 

Together, these principles suggest that the soul’s essence is 

not confined by physical law. It may be diffused across 

realms, its states intertwined much like quantum particles, 

capable of spanning both earthly and transcendent 

dimensions. 
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The Soul’s Multidimensional Existence 

Seen through this lens, the grave becomes more than a 

burial site. It is a cosmic nexus, where physical matter and 

spiritual energy converge. The soul, like a quantum system, 

bridges multiple realities: 

• It remains linked to the body, reflecting the mystery 

of entanglement. 

• It inhabits Barzakh, the interspace that separates life 

from eternity. 

• It exists in potential states of bliss or torment, 

awaiting the full unveiling of the afterlife. 

Near-death experiences, visions, or spiritual encounters can 

be understood as glimpses into this multidimensional 

reality—moments when the veil briefly thins, allowing 

consciousness to touch both realms at once. 

Through the metaphors of superposition and non-locality, 

quantum physics helps us contemplate the profound truths 

that revelation has long conveyed. The grave is not static 

earth; it is a threshold where multiple realities converge. 

Barzakh is not emptiness but an interspace filled with 

unique experiences. The soul is not bound to one place or 

time, but is woven into the fabric of higher dimensions, 

where its eternal destiny begins to unfold. 

The Fourth Stage of Existence: Barzakh 

Death does not mark the end of being but a shift of 

consciousness from one dimension to another. From the 

perspective of parallel realities, the soul moves from the 

physical universe into a spiritual dimension where time and 

space operate differently—or perhaps not at all. While the 
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body remains in the earth, the soul continues in this parallel 

realm, still connected in some way to its earthly form. 

The Qur’an describes this transition as entry into 

Barzakh—the interspace between death and resurrection. It 

is the fourth stage of existence: 

1. ‘Ālam al-Arwāh – the realm of souls before birth. 

2. The womb – where life begins. 

3. The world – where deeds are acquired. 

4. Barzakh – the interspace after death. 

5. Eternity – Paradise or Hell, the final abode. 

Barzakh is wider and more expansive than this world. Souls 

here are divided into two groups: those in bliss, liberated 

and free to visit one another; and those in punishment, 

confined and unable to escape their suffering. 

Lessons from Revelation 

Ibn al-Qayyim relates the story of a man who instructed his 

children to scatter his ashes across land and sea to escape 

divine judgment. Yet Allah gathered him and forgave him 

for the sincerity of his fear. This illustrates that no physical 

condition—fire, sea, or earth—can prevent the reality of 

Barzakh. The soul’s experience is decreed, and the 

elements obey their Creator. 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم also explained that burial conditions cannot 

obstruct the soul’s destiny: if a righteous man were placed 

in a furnace, Allah would make the fire cool for him; for 

the wrongdoer, even a gentle breeze becomes torment. 
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Imam Shabi narrates an emotional moment when an Ansari 

companion wept, fearing he would be separated from the 

Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم in the hereafter. Soon after, Allah revealed: 

“And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger—those will 

be with the ones upon whom Allah has bestowed favor: the 

Prophets, the steadfast affirmers of truth, the martyrs, and 

the righteous. And excellent are those as companions.” 

(Qur’an 4:69) 

This illustrates that love and obedience bind souls together 

even in the next world. 

Bliss in the Interspace 

Prophetic traditions vividly describe the bliss granted to 

martyrs: instant forgiveness, protection from the grave’s 

punishment, crowns of honor, companionship with 

heavenly beings, and the ability to intercede for their 

relatives. Their souls are placed in green birds that soar 

through Paradise, feeding from its fruits and resting under 

the Throne of Allah. 

This confirms that Barzakh is not mere waiting, but a realm 

of active experience, where the righteous already taste the 

mercy of their Lord. 

Punishment in the Interspace 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم also described the torments of sinful souls 

during his Night Journey: 

• Those who neglected zakat are forced to graze on 

bitter plants and walk on scorching stones. 

• Fornicators consuming foul flesh. 

• Slanderers having their lips cut with iron scissors. 
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• Usurers with swollen bellies, crushed underfoot by 

Pharaoh’s people. 

These punishments reflect not only spiritual suffering but 

also mirror the essence of the sins themselves, showing the 

continuity of moral law across dimensions. 

Metaphysical Insight 

From a metaphysical and scientific perspective, Barzakh 

resembles a parallel reality layered upon our own, governed 

by laws unlike those of the physical world. Just as quantum 

superposition allows a particle to exist in multiple states 

until collapse, the soul in Barzakh is simultaneously 

connected to its body, the interspace, and its eternal 

destiny. Non-locality suggests that distance is irrelevant—

much as the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم witnessed Moses both in his grave 

and in the heavens on the Night Journey. 

Thus, the soul is not confined to one place. It is a being of 

higher-dimensional presence, capable of simultaneous 

existence across realms. 

The Destiny Beyond Barzakh 

Barzakh is not the end. It is the threshold, the twilight 

between two worlds, where the soul first glimpses its 

eternal reflection. In this interspace, reality is partial: the 

righteous taste mercy, the sinful taste regret, but both still 

await the final unveiling. The grave is neither Paradise nor 

Hell in full measure—it is a mirror, showing the soul its 

own essence in a language it cannot deny. 

The Qur’an describes this moment: ḥattā idhā jā’a 

aḥaduhumu al-mawt qāla rabbirji‘ūn—“When death comes 

to one of them, he will say, ‘My Lord, return me…’” 



Sam Mohsin 

147 

(23:99). But there is no return, only passage into Barzakh, 

where the soul abides until resurrection. 

The Mirror of the Self 

In Barzakh, the soul encounters not an alien environment 

but the projection of its own life. Actions, intentions, and 

hidden truths take form as bliss or torment. Deeds that once 

seemed external now return as intimate companions—some 

luminous, some unbearable. 

For the righteous, this mirror reflects serenity: vast gardens, 

companions of light, and windows into Paradise. For the 

sinful, it reflects constriction, darkness, and forms of 

punishment that echo their earthly choices. As the Prophet 

 said, “The grave is either a garden from the gardens of صلى الله عليه وسلم

Paradise, or a pit from the pits of Hell.” 

Here, destiny is not imposed from without; it is unveiled 

from within. 

The Quantum Analogy 

Modern science offers metaphors that echo these ancient 

truths: 

• Superposition: Just as a particle exists in layered 

states until observed, the soul in Barzakh exists in 

multiple presences—still tethered to the body, 

abiding in the interspace, and already tasting 

eternity. Its reality hovers in potential, awaiting the 

divine command. 

• Collapse of the wave function: On the Day of 

Resurrection, this potential collapses into certainty. 

The soul’s layered states converge into one eternal 

station—Paradise or Hell—no longer partial, but 

absolute. 
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• Non-locality: Just as entangled particles remain 

linked across vast distances, the soul remains 

connected both to its body in the earth and to 

realities beyond it. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم’s vision of Moses 

in both his grave and in the heavens testifies that the 

soul transcends location. 

These metaphors remind us that divine reality is not bound 

by the physical laws of this world. The unseen is vast, 

layered, and multidimensional. 

Resurrection: The Unveiling 

When the Trumpet is blown, Barzakh dissolves. The veil is 

lifted, the body is resurrected, and the soul is summoned to 

judgment. What was once a foretaste becomes fullness: 

• Gardens that were glimpsed now stretch without 

end. 

• Torments that flickered as shadows now blaze in 

permanence. 

• The soul is no longer suspended across realms; it 

stands fully in one reality, unveiled before its 

Creator. 

In that moment, the destiny foreshadowed in Barzakh is 

crystallized forever. 

Philosophical Depth: The Collapse into Truth 

Barzakh, then, is the arena of reflection, a liminal space 

where the self beholds its own unfinished truth. Eternity is 

the collapse into absoluteness, where ambiguity ends and 

reality is sealed. 

• In the world, the soul is becoming. 

• In Barzakh, the soul is reflecting. 
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• In eternity, the soul is being—unchanging, final, 

true. 

This is why scholars often describe Barzakh as a bridge. It 

is neither illusion nor completion, but the space where 

potential takes shape, where destiny begins to show its face 

before fully descending upon the soul in eternity. 

The destiny of the soul after Barzakh is nothing less than 

the unveiling of its eternal truth. In Paradise, that truth is 

light, joy, and nearness to God. In Hell, it is fire, regret, and 

distance. But both are manifestations of the same principle: 

every soul is shown what it truly is, and no deception 

remains. Barzakh is the twilight where the soul first tastes 

this unveiling. Eternity is the dawn, where all veils are 

lifted, and the soul stands in the radiance—or the fire—of 

the reality it has woven by its choices. 

WHERE WE STAND NOW 

When you read the chapters above with an open heart and 

an enquiring mind, a simple but life-altering truth begins to 

reveal itself: your reality is far stranger — and far more 

magnificent — than you were taught to believe. You are 

not merely a body that moves through space; you are a soul 

that animates a body. You are not only matter arranged in 

clever patterns; you are a living field of spirit. You are 

more than thoughts and neural firings — you are the 

vastness that observes them. You are not a single drop lost 

in an endless sea; you are the whole ocean contained within 

one shimmering drop. 

Seen through the lens of science, this is not fanciful wishful 

thinking but a different way of interpreting what we already 

observe: emergent complexity, the interconnectedness of 

systems, the finely tuned dance of information and energy. 
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Seen through metaphysics and the sacred, it is the ancient 

insight that consciousness is primary — the ground from 

which form and matter arise. Put them together and you 

have a unified map: the inner and outer mirror one another, 

and both point toward the same truth. 

When this understanding settles in—intellectually and 

experientially—it alters everything. Decisions, values, fear, 

and purpose begin to reconfigure around a deeper axis. 

Practices that cultivate presence, clarity, and alignment 

cease to be optional; they become the tools for living closer 

to truth. You begin to move from merely surviving in 

reality to participating consciously in it. 

When I tune myself to the field of conscious experience, a 

classroom opens—but not one with brick and mortar. An 

instructor appears: not outside me, but within. Questions 

arise. I argue with the questions. I collaborate. I am 

corrected. Then I discover the strange finality of that 

education: the teacher and the taught are not two. They are 

one. The learner’s questions and the answer that resolves 

them arise in the same single awareness; the observer and 

the observed collapse into a single luminous experience- an 

ontological unveiling. 
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Flow of my thinking now- 

                                                   

All divisions of humanity into categories—Muslims, 

Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, or any other religious 

identity—are ultimately products of human interpretation 

and intervention. These designations, while meaningful 

within the social realm, do not define the ultimate reality of 

the human being. The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, in his final 

sermon, left us with a profound truth: before God, there is 

no hierarchy of race, tribe, or constructed identity. What 

distinguishes one human from another is not their label, but 

their piety — their consciousness of God, their alignment 

with truth. 

“No Arab is superior to a non-Arab, and no non-Arab is 

superior to an Arab, except by the measure of their piety. 

No white is superior to a black, and no black is superior to 

a white, except by the measure of their piety.” 

At first glance, this statement may appear simple, yet upon 

reflection, its depth becomes unmistakable. In these words, 

the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم dismantled every construct of superiority 
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based on birth, race, tribe, or lineage, revealing a profound 

philosophical truth: the only true distinction among human 

beings lies in the orientation of their hearts and actions. 

From this perspective, humanity is not divided into 

countless sects, races, or identities, but into just two 

essential groups: 

1. Those of high piety — who act from love, aligning 

themselves with the Divine, reducing entropy by 

bringing order, harmony, and unity. 

2. Those of lesser piety — who act from fear, 

becoming agents of separation and disorder, 

amplifying entropy in themselves and in the world. 

Quran 90:10- And showed him two ways (one with 

high piety- truth; and one with -Falsity) 

Thus, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم draws the dividing line not between 

nations or faiths, but between love and fear, between unity 

and separation, between reducing chaos and feeding it. It is 

in this metaphysical choice that the worth of every soul is 

measured. 

Science, when seen through a metaphysical lens, gives us 

language to describe this reality. The universe itself unfolds 

under the principle of entropy—the tendency toward 

disorder, chaos, and disintegration. Yet life, consciousness, 

and love act as forces that resist this drift, creating order, 

harmony, and coherence. Those who cultivate piety and 

divine consciousness reduce entropy; they bring light into 

darkness, unity into division, meaning into chaos. On the 

other hand, those who act without piety amplify entropy, 

sowing fear, separation, and disorder in the fabric of 

existence. 
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The Qur’an beautifully captures this universal distinction: 

“Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is 

the most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and 

Acquainted.” (Qur’an 49:13) 

Here, nobility is not inherited by birth or claimed by 

affiliation; it is earned through taqwā—awareness, 

discipline, and reverence for the Divine order. In 

metaphysical terms, taqwā is the capacity of the human 

being to align with the cosmic flow of love, reducing 

entropy both within the self and within the collective. Thus, 

when the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم spoke of piety as the true measure of 

human worth, he was articulating a truth that transcends 

time, culture, and science: that every soul must choose 

between the path of disorder and fear, or the path of order 

and love—between entropy and harmony, separation and 

unity. 

Yet the Qur’an does not merely emphasize the spiritual 

orientation of the soul; it also highlights the divine wisdom 

embedded in human diversity itself: 

“O mankind, We created you from a male and a female 

and made you into peoples and tribes so that you may 

know one another.” (Qur’an 49:13) 

This timeless revelation reminds us that human diversity is 

not a flaw of creation but its very beauty. From the 

perspective of Divine Consciousness, distinctions of nation, 

language, race, and tribe were never intended to be walls of 

division but windows of discovery. Each difference is a 

reflection of the Infinite, a facet of the Divine mirror, 

through which humanity may come to know both itself and 

its Source. 
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The mystic Ibn ʿArabi echoes this truth when he warns: 

“Do not become so obsessed with your own brand of 

religion that you show disrespect toward others, for in that 

there lies no benefit.” His words remind us that the sacred 

cannot be confined within the boundaries of one tradition, 

one name, or one form. When reverence for one’s own path 

turns into disdain for another’s, the spirit of religion is lost, 

leaving only the shell of ego. 

Taken together, the Qur’anic verse and Ibn ʿArabi’s 

counsel unveil a deeper metaphysical reality: diversity 

itself is a divine pedagogy. The multiplicity of tribes, 

nations, and religions exists to awaken our inner sight—to 

allow us to encounter the unfamiliar not with fear or 

contempt, but with humility and wonder. To know another 

is, in truth, to expand the horizons of knowing ourselves. 

To honor another’s path is, ultimately, to honor the One 

who authored them all.  
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Consciousness- The Journey to The Fundamental 

Reality 

The story of human inquiry into reality begins with a 

simple assumption: that the universe, and we ourselves, are 

made of matter—solid, enduring stuff. Early science taught 

us that this matter was composed of the elements of the 

periodic table. From these few elemental substances, we 

believed, emerged the vast variety of forms we encounter: 

the stone and the star, the tree and the body, the seas and 

the skies. The cosmos appeared as an endless 

rearrangement of these elemental building blocks. 

“Do not the unbelievers see that the heavens and the earth 

were a joined entity, and We separated them and made 

from water every living thing?” (Qur’an 21:30) 

In 1897, J.J. Thomson discovered the electron, unveiling a 

hidden world within the atom. A few years later, Ernest 

Rutherford’s gold foil experiment revealed the atomic 

nucleus, with electrons orbiting like ghostly planets around 

a dense core.  But even the nucleus wasn’t fundamental. It 

was built of protons and neutrons, which in turn were found 

in the 1970s to be composed of even smaller constituents—

quarks. 

Yet as science matured, this picture deepened. We 

discovered that the elements were not final realities. 

Beneath the table of Mendeleev lay something more subtle: 

not solid entities but fields. Physics revealed that twelve 

particle fields and four force fields constitute the fabric of 

matter within the theater of time and space. 

The twelve particle fields correspond to the fermions—the 

“matter particles”: electrons, neutrinos, muons, taus, and 

the six quarks (up, down, charm, strange, top, and bottom). 
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The four force fields—electromagnetism, gravity, the 

strong nuclear force, and the weak nuclear force—govern 

their interactions. 

At first glance, this appeared to be the bedrock of reality. 

But further inquiry shattered even this certainty. Particles, 

we came to realize, are not miniature marbles. They are not 

solid beads dancing in the void. Rather, they are 

excitations—ripples or vibrations—of their respective 

fields. An electron is not a “thing,” but a vibration in the 

electron field; a quark is a vibration in the quark field. 

Matter is music, and existence is resonance. 

Then came an even more radical insight: perhaps the fields 

themselves are not ultimate. String theory suggested that 

beneath every particle and every vibration lies an even 

more primordial reality—a fundamental string. Every 

quark, electron, or gluon is but a mode of vibration of this 

universal string. As the notes of a violin arise from the 

oscillation of a single string, so too does the entire cosmos 

arise from the oscillations of this one foundational 

principle. 

“He created the heavens and the earth in truth. He wraps 

the night over the day and wraps the day over the night and 

has subjected the sun and the moon, each running [its 

course] for a /*-specified term.” (Qur’an 39:5) 

The electrons in your body, the atoms in the distant stars, 

the particles whirling in unseen galaxies—all are diverse 

notes played upon the same cosmic instrument. The 

universe is a melody, and its variations are infinite. 

But how can only three of these particle fields—the 

electron, up quark, and down quark—combine to generate 

the nearly infinite diversity of forms we see in the cosmos? 
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The answer lies not in quantity but in pattern, arrangement, 

and resonance. 

Consider a child’s Lego set: from the same basic pieces, 

one can build a humble cottage or an intricate city. Or 

reflect on music: a handful of notes, rearranged in endless 

patterns, can generate symphonies, hymns, or folk songs. 

Or recall language: from twenty-six letters emerge whole 

libraries of thought, philosophy, poetry, and law. 

In the same way, the universe is the infinite rearrangement 

of a few fundamental vibrational notes. Existence itself is a 

grand symphony. Each one of us is a unique chord, a 

resonance born of a specific configuration of vibrations. 

Together, all beings form the living orchestra of creation. 

This describes our outer reality—the body, matter, and the 

visible world of form—emerging from the interplay of 

electrons and two quarks, known as up and down quarks, 

held together by the strong force, which is mediated by 

gluons. These seemingly solid particles are, in truth, 

excitations of underlying strings vibrating within quantum 

fields—a dynamic dance at the foundation of all physical 

existence. Yet this account only touches the surface. It 

explains the architecture of the material world.  

But what of our inner reality—the reality of consciousness 

itself? Where matter is composed of interacting quarks and 

electrons, consciousness is an intimate, first-person 

experience, not reducible to particles or forces. How does 

awareness arise? Is it a mere byproduct of complex neural 

networks, or is it a fundamental feature of reality, woven 

into the very fabric of existence, just as fundamental as 

quarks and gluons? 
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“And He gave you from all you asked of Him. And if you 

should count the favor of Allah, you could not enumerate 

them.” (Qur’an 14:34) 

To explore consciousness is to move beyond the exterior 

world of measurable forms into the subtler domain of 

subjective experience, where the observer and the observed 

converge, and where the mysteries of “I” and “existence” 

beckon us toward a deeper understanding of reality itself. 

Consciousness Beyond the Physical Brain: The Mystery 

of Qualia — Summary 

Modern neuroscience has revealed the astonishing intricacy 

of the brain—its billions of neurons, the ceaseless chemical 

exchanges, and the harmonized rhythms of vast neural 

networks. Yet, despite this remarkable understanding, the 

deepest mystery remains untouched: the felt, lived quality 

of experience itself. No matter how precisely we map 

neurons or trace electrical impulses, we cannot locate the 

sweetness of a chocolate, the vivid redness of a rose, the 

piercing ache of grief, or the gentle warmth of joy within 

the brain’s physical structures. 

This enduring enigma is what philosophers call the “hard 

problem of consciousness.” It exposes a profound chasm 

between the measurable, objective operations of the brain 

and the ineffable, subjective reality of experience. It forces 

us to confront a startling question: if experience cannot be 

found in the brain, if it eludes every microscope and 

scanner, where does it truly reside? 

Science measures the external world in third-person 

terms—through data, images, and neural maps—yet 

consciousness belongs to the first-person realm, accessible 

only to direct awareness. The patterns of neural firing that 



Sam Mohsin 

159 

correlate with seeing red or remembering a loved one do 

not contain the feeling of those moments. Thus arises the 

“explanatory gap”: how do measurable events produce 

immeasurable experience? The failure to locate qualia 

within matter suggests that consciousness may not emerge 

from the brain, but rather that the brain serves as a filter or 

transmitter of a deeper, non-local awareness. 

This idea has ancient roots and modern echoes. From the 

Vedāntic vision of consciousness (cit) as the infinite 

Brahman—the ground of all being—to the Buddhist notion 

that all phenomena arise within mind, and from 

phenomenology’s view that the world is disclosed through 

consciousness to recent idealist philosophies, a consistent 

theme emerges: the brain does not contain consciousness; it 

functions within it. Awareness itself is not an event in time 

and space, but the luminous field in which all events 

appear. Time passes in awareness, but awareness does not 

pass. Space extends within awareness, but awareness has 

no location. 

Even modern neuroscience indirectly gestures toward this 

truth. Studies of the Default Mode Network and predictive 

processing show that the brain constructs models of reality 

rather than perceiving it directly. Under altered states—

such as during deep meditation or psychedelics—when 

brain filters quiet, consciousness seems to expand, hinting 

that the brain modulates, not manufactures, awareness. 

These findings affirm that the mystery of why there is 

experience at all remains beyond reduction. 

“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.” (Qur’an 

24:35) 
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A metaphysical reframing thus arises: consciousness is not 

a byproduct of matter—it is the primary reality. The brain, 

body, time, and space all appear within the vast field of 

awareness, much as waves arise in an ocean that is itself 

undisturbed. To recognize that awareness is beyond spatial 

and temporal limits is to awaken to one’s true nature: the 

timeless witness behind all phenomena. 

This realization reshapes science, philosophy, and 

spirituality alike. Science may need to evolve toward a non-

reductive framework where consciousness is a fundamental 

element of the cosmos. Philosophically, it dissolves the 

illusion of separateness, revealing the unity between 

observer and observed. Spiritually, it liberates us from the 

fear of death, for what is timeless cannot perish. Awareness 

observes the body’s birth and decay, but it does not age or 

end—it simply is. 

In essence, consciousness is not in the brain; the brain is in 

consciousness. The world itself unfolds within the 

boundless field of awareness that you truly are. To live 

from this realization is to transcend the confines of the 

body-mind and rest in the eternal light of being—the 

infinite consciousness through which all things shine. 

So here we meet the great mystery. For when we turn 

inward, we discover that consciousness cannot be traced to 

any physical field. Awareness, thought, emotion, and 

will—none are accounted for by electromagnetic fields or 

quantum vibrations. Science maps correlations: this brain 

region lights up when you feel joy, that neural pathway 

activates when you see red. But correlation is not identity. 

The subjective quality of experience—what it feels like to 

be—cannot be captured in brain chemistry alone. 
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This points us to a deeper domain: a field not of matter, not 

of time or space, but of pure consciousness. Unlike 

physical fields, this field cannot be measured or localized. 

It is timeless, spaceless, and infinite. Consciousness is not 

produced by matter; rather, matter itself arises within 

consciousness. 

“He is the First and the Last, the Ascendant and the 

Intimate, and He is, of all things, Knowing.” (Qur’an 57:3) 

Physics has given us a metaphor: the quantum field. In 

quantum mechanics, particles exist in a state of potentiality 

until observation collapses them into actuality. 

Consciousness, likewise, seems to exist as a 

superposition—a field of infinite potential—until attention 

brings forth a definite experience. 

The outer world is thus the music of vibrating fields. The 

inner world is the silence from which the music arises. 

Together, vibration and silence, form and formlessness, 

constitute one indivisible reality: the Symphony of Being. 

Matter is vibration; consciousness is the listener, the 

composer, and the music itself. The observer is none other 

than the Infinite that stands behind every finite expression. 

The Infinite in the Finite 

This realization reveals a profound truth: the Infinite 

resides within every finite moment. This is not mystical 

exaggeration but metaphysical necessity. The very 

possibility of any experience points to an infinite ground 

that sustains it.   

God, therefore, is not a being to be sought in distant 

heavens. God is the immediacy of being itself. The Divine 
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cannot be avoided, for every sensation, every perception, 

every thought is already permeated by the Infinite. 

“And We have already created man and know what his soul 

whispers to him, and We are closer to him than [his] 

jugular vein.” (Qur’an 50:16) 

Yet access to this truth cannot be attained through religion, 

philosophy, or science alone. Each offers maps—guides to 

understanding—but the map is not the territory. Imagine 

entering a restaurant and reading the menu: no matter how 

detailed it is, the menu cannot convey the taste, aroma, or 

texture of the actual food—the experience itself, the qualia. 

Similarly, understanding reality conceptually is not the 

same as directly experiencing it. The only gateway is direct 

experience. The first step is to release every concept, 

narrative, and model that mediates reality. The second is to 

rest in pure presence. What remains is consciousness 

itself—the observer that has always been here. 

A Paradoxical Age 

We live in an age of paradox. Our science and technology 

have soared to heights unimagined by past generations, yet 

our consciousness remains largely bound by fear, greed, 

and separation. We possess the power to alter ecosystems, 

to design artificial intelligence, to wield nuclear fire—yet 

too often with the psychology of tribalism and ego. It is 

medieval minds with modern tools. 

Still, within this paradox lies hope. The same technologies 

that threaten annihilation can also heal: reversing climate 

damage, curing disease, connecting minds across distance. 

The choice before humanity is whether to awaken to the 

Infinite ground within us—or to perish in ignorance of it. 
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Consciousness as the Ground 

Consciousness is irreducible. It is not contained in the 

body, the brain, or any field. Without it, no perception, no 

thought, no world could exist. Everything perceivable is 

contingent upon this formless ground. 

Consider perception itself: take a box of chocolates. A 

camera can register the box, producing an image, but it 

does not experience the box. A human, by contrast, not 

only sees but also feels—the delight, the memory, the 

craving. This qualitative dimension, what philosophers call 

qualia, is irreducible to mechanics. The brain correlates 

with consciousness, but consciousness itself is not a 

product of the brain. 

Thus, consciousness transcends space and time. It is the 

ground of possibility, the infinite field from which all finite 

realities arise. 

The Path of Self-Realization 

In the yogic tradition, the obstacles to awakening are 

described as the five kleshas—afflictions that cloud 

perception: 

1. .Avidya (Ignorance): Mistaking the transient for the 

eternal. 

2. .Asmita (Egoism): Identifying with roles and 

experiences rather than pure being. 

3. .Raga (Attachment): Craving permanence in what is 

fleeting. 

4. .Dvesha (Aversion): Rejecting or resisting life’s 

flow due to egoic hurt. 

5. .Abhinivesha (Fear of Death): Clinging to the 

illusion of separate existence. 
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These five are entangled; dissolve the first, and the rest 

vanish. Recognition of who you truly are—pure 

consciousness—ends ignorance and fear alike. When 

ignorance is dispelled, all others dissolve. Realization 

dawns: we are not the transient body or mind but the 

infinite consciousness in which they appear. 

“Do they not reflect within themselves? Allah created the 

heavens and the earth and everything between them for a 

purpose and for an appointed term. Yet many deny they 

will meet their Lord.” (Qur’an 30:8) 

The Joy of Being 

Spiritual practice is not a grim duty but a celebration. 

Meditation, yoga, ethical living—all are ways of 

rediscovering the joy of being alive. In innocence, as in 

children, we glimpse this natural joy unclouded by ego or 

fear. To awaken is to return to this freedom. 

Death and Continuity 

Death is not annihilation but transformation. Consciousness 

is untouched by the decay of the body. Awareness persists, 

memory evolves, forms recycle. The stream of being 

continues. In truth, we never leave the source; we merely 

change the expressions through which the Infinite 

manifests. 

The journey to the fundamental reality is the journey 

inward. Science reveals that matter is vibration. 

Metaphysics reveals that consciousness is the ground. 

Spirituality reveals that both are one: the Infinite expressing 

itself as the finite, the symphony of existence arising in the 

silence of awareness. 
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“And He it is Who gives life and causes death, and to Him 

you will be returned.” (Qur’an 23:80) 

This realization is not only a philosophical insight but the 

urgent need of our age. For as humanity wields 

unprecedented power, the recognition of consciousness as 

the ground of being may determine whether we flourish in 

harmony or collapse in ignorance. 

The truth is simple yet inexhaustible: 

We are the Infinite dreaming itself as the finite. 

We are the music and the silence, the vibration and the 

stillness,  

The observer and the observed. 

We are, and have always been, the One. 

The Mystery of the Soul/Consciousness/Spirit  

“And they ask you concerning the soul. Say: The soul is of 

the affair of my Lord, and you have not been given of 

knowledge except a little.” 

— Surah Al-Isra (17:85) 

This profound verse reminds us of the mystery surrounding 

the essence of the soul. In this context, the soul, spirit, and 

consciousness may be understood as intimately related 

realities, both pointing toward the divine spark within 

human existence. The soul is that which God has breathed 

into us — as mentioned in authentic narrations — on the 

120th day of our formation in the mother’s womb. It is at 

that sacred moment that life, awareness, and individuality 

emerge from the unseen into the seen. 
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Thus, spirit, soul, and consciousness may be viewed as 

facets of one transcendent reality. The spirit (ruh) is the 

divine origin, the soul (nafs) its individualized expression, 

and consciousness its living manifestation within creation. 

They are not separate entities but interwoven dimensions of 

the same divine mystery — the breath of God animating 

matter and bridging the infinite with the finite. 

“And He is with you wherever you are.” (Qur’an 57:4) 

The Islamic Multiverse — Hidden Dimensions of 

Creation 

Consciousness, Reality, and the Limits of Perception 

Quantum mechanics, string theory, and the modern concept 

of the multiverse offer startling glimpses into a universe 

that is non-local, entangled, and profoundly interconnected. 

Yet these remain theoretical models — intricate maps 

pointing toward reality, not reality itself. The ultimate 

arbiter of truth is not theory but experience — the living 

awareness in which all theories arise and dissolve. 

In this awareness arise the qualia of existence — the raw 

textures of being: the redness of a rose, the sweetness of 

sound, the feeling of awe before the infinite. These cannot 

be reduced to neural patterns or equations. They are as 

fundamental to existence as quantum particles themselves. 

Each human consciousness is a singularity of potential 

experience — a living node where countless possible 

realities converge into one act of knowing. 

Emerging neuroscience — through the study of the default 

mode network, terminal lucidity, and altered states of 

consciousness — reveals that the ego does not generate 

awareness. It only shapes the narrative lens through which 
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awareness is filtered. When the egoic network quiets, as in 

meditation, prayer, or mystical experience, the veil of 

separateness thins, revealing a consciousness that is non-

local, timeless, and self-luminous. Awareness exists 

independently of the body and brain, just as light exists 

independently of the lamp that channels it. When a lamp is 

on, it emits photons (particles of light) that travel through 

space. These photons carry energy and can exist on their 

own after leaving the lamp. 

Technology, Humanity, and the Crisis of Balance 

Humanity now wields unprecedented power — artificial 

intelligence, biotechnology, quantum computing, and 

planetary engineering. Yet our emotional and spiritual 

evolution has lagged far behind. We possess medieval 

minds with cosmic tools, an imbalance that threatens both 

our world and our souls. The same intelligence that can 

create can also annihilate. 

Only the awakening of consciousness — the remembrance 

of our unity with life — can stabilize this immense power. 

True awareness transforms suffering into insight, grief into 

compassion, limitation into creative transcendence. It is not 

a luxury of mystics; it is a practical necessity for the 

survival of civilization. To awaken is to realign technology 

with mercy, knowledge with humility, and progress with 

sacred purpose. 

Seen through this lens, the self, the body, and even death 

are transient phenomena — ripples upon the ocean of 

awareness. What endures is the ocean itself: infinite, 

ungraspable, eternal. In the language of the Qur’an, God 

alone is the Real (al-Ḥaqq); all else is contingent upon 

Him. 
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“Say: He is Allah, the One; Allah, the Eternal Refuge. He 

neither begets nor is born, Nor is there to Him any 

equivalent.” (Qur’an 112:1-4) 

He alone is free; all else is bound by form and condition. 

He alone is infinite; all else is measured and finite. He 

alone transcends time, space, and description. Every world, 

visible or unseen, leans upon His being as a shadow leans 

upon the light that casts it. 

The Descent of Light and the Hierarchy of Worlds 

The first of God’s creation was pure Light — pure Spirit — 

two names for one origin. From this Light unfolded the 

hierarchy of existence: descending realms of increasing 

limitation and density, until the vast spiritual radiance 

condensed into the veil of matter. Every world, seen and 

unseen, draws its being from that primal Light, sustained at 

every instant by divine command. 

“Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is, over all 

things, Disposer of affairs.” (Qur’an 39:62) 

The higher a realm, the closer it stands to God and the more 

real it becomes. The lower a realm, the more it depends on 

what is above it. The entire cosmos forms a living ladder of 

light — a chain of causation where each link reflects the 

one beyond. Knowledge of these unseen worlds is not 

imagination but revelation — the testimony of prophets and 

saints who directly perceived them in unveiled states of 

awareness. 

As humanity turns outward in scientific exploration, 

another form of inquiry arises — one that speaks, too, of 

unseen dimensions and countless worlds: the multiverse. 

Modern physics proposes that our cosmos may be one of 
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innumerable universes, each governed by its own laws of 

space and time. Hidden dimensions — as many as eleven 

— are said to enfold our visible world, unseen yet 

indispensable. Without them, the very existence of the 

cosmos would be mathematically impossible. 

Ancient wisdom meets modern insight: the Qur’an’s 

cosmology and contemporary physics both speak of realms 

beyond perception, dimensions interwoven with ours, and 

the utter dependence of the visible upon the invisible. 

The Seven Heavens — The Divine Architecture 

The Qur’an mentions the “seven heavens” (sabʿa samāwāt) 

multiple times. One clear verse is: 

“It is Allah who created seven heavens and of the earth, the 

like of them. His command descends among them so that 

you may know that Allah is over all things competent and 

that Allah has encompassed all things in knowledge.” 

— Surah At-Talaq (65:12) 

Other related verses include: 

• “So He completed them as seven heavens in two 

days…” — Surah Fussilat (41:12) 

• “He who created the seven heavens, one above 

another…” — Surah Al-Mulk (67:3) 

These verses emphasize divine order, hierarchy, and 

harmony across the cosmic layers of creation. 

In the Qur’an, God declares that He created “seven 

heavens” — seven samāwāt — not as layers of atmosphere 

but as dimensions of being. Each heaven sustains the one 

beneath it. The visible cosmos lies beneath the first heaven, 

the lowest of these dimensions. Beyond it rise the second, 
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third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh — each vaster, 

subtler, and more radiant than the one below. 

At the heart of the seventh heaven stands the Populous 

House (al-Bayt al-Maʿmūr), the celestial counterpart of the 

Kaaba, visited by seventy thousand angels each day who 

never return. Above it rises the Lote Tree of the Limit 

(Sidrat al-Muntahā), the furthest boundary of created 

knowledge, beyond which none may pass except by divine 

permission. And still higher, beyond all creation, lies the 

Divine Throne (al-ʿArsh) — the canopy of mercy upon 

which “The All-Merciful has established Himself.” 

“The Most Merciful [who is] above the Throne 

established.” (Qur’an 20:5) 

From the Throne descends the Footstool (al-Kursī), 

sustaining all seven heavens. The Qur’an proclaims: “His 

Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth, and their 

preservation tires Him not.” (Qur’an 2:255) 

Each realm draws life and order from the one above it — 

just as, in physics, every lower dimension depends upon 

higher symmetries and hidden fields for its stability. This 

mirrors the insights of M-theory, which posits eleven 

dimensions, each essential to the universe’s coherence. 

Gravity, according to this theory, appears weak not because 

it lacks power but because it “leaks” into higher dimensions 

— a phenomenon beautifully aligned with the Qur’anic 

notion that every heaven is upheld by the one beyond it. 

Al-Barzakh — The Intermediary Realm 

Between this world and the next lies al-Barzakh, the world 

of the interval — neither material nor purely spiritual. It is 

the realm into which souls enter upon death, awaiting 
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resurrection. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم described it as vast, luminous, 

and graded in degrees of bliss and confinement. 

Within al-Barzakh resides ʿĀlam al-Mithāl — the World of 

Similitudes, where meanings take form and forms reveal 

meaning. Deeds, thoughts, and intentions assume visible 

shape: the righteous are surrounded by light, while cruelty 

and falsehood appear as serpents or flames. This is the 

imaginal realm — not fantasy, but objective imagination, 

where spiritual realities manifest in symbolic form. 

Dreams and visions arise from this same intermediate 

domain, as do angelic apparitions and inspired insights. 

Here, form and spirit mingle like water and light, revealing 

that reality is not divided but continuous — a spectrum of 

being from the densest matter to the purest light. 

The World of the Jinn 

Among these unseen realms is that of the jinn — beings 

created from smokeless fire, endowed with intellect and 

freedom. They inhabit dimensions adjacent to ours, 

perceiving us while remaining invisible.  

The Qur’an states: “He and his tribe see you from where 

you cannot see them.” (Qur’an 7:27) 

This invisibility is not mere concealment but a consequence 

of existing in a higher vibratory dimension. Just as a two-

dimensional being cannot perceive a three-dimensional 

one, we cannot perceive those who inhabit subtler planes. 

Yet their influence can intersect our world — in intuition, 

temptation, or inspiration — much as higher-dimensional 

forces can cast shadows into lower realms. The jinn thus 

represent another mode of being within the grand 

architecture of creation. 
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The Multiverse and the Bridge of Being 

The Seven Earths and the Multiverse 

The Qur’an declares: 

“Allah created seven heavens, and of the earth the like of 

them. His command descends among them so that you may 

know that Allah is over all things competent, and that Allah 

has encompassed all things in knowledge.” 

(Qur’an 65:12) 

The phrase “and of the earth the like of them” has long 

invited wonder among scholars and mystics. ʿAbdullāh ibn 

ʿAbbās — cousin of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and foremost interpreter 

of the Qur’an — offered a reflection that resonates across 

ages: 

“There are seven earths, and in each there is an Adam like 

your Adam, a Noah like your Noah, a Moses like your 

Moses, a Jesus like your Jesus, and a you like you are.” 

This statement, at once poetic and metaphysical, suggests 

that creation unfolds not in a single sphere but across 

multiple strata of existence — each a reflection of divine 

archetypes. Centuries later, this vision would find 

unexpected harmony with modern scientific speculation 

about the multiverse: that our universe is but one among 

countless others, each governed by its own laws, each an 

echo of infinite creative possibility. 

In the language of physics, multiverse models imagine 

higher dimensions — cosmic “branes” floating like 

translucent pages in an unseen Book of Creation. Within 

this vast architecture, every universe becomes a verse in 
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that book, every law of nature a syllable of the divine 

command “Be.” 

Through this lens, Ibn ʿAbbās’s vision attains renewed 

resonance: seven earths, seven dimensions — each a 

theatre of divine manifestation, yet all united in the 

omniscient harmony of God’s decree. 

Reality Entangled: The Bridge Between Worlds 

Existence, then, may not be singular but entangled — a 

symphony of infinite dimensions woven together by the 

invisible threads of consciousness and energy. In this 

cosmic web, every universe vibrates in subtle 

correspondence with every other, as if the entire cosmos 

were a single harp resonating to one eternal tone. 

Science calls this quantum entanglement — the mysterious 

linkage by which particles remain instantly connected 

across any distance. Metaphysics calls it Wahdat al-Wujūd 

— the Unity of Being, the timeless truth that all realities are 

faces of one Existence. 

When the human soul is born into this world, it emerges 

upon a bridge stretched between two realms — from the 

hidden womb to the unseen afterlife, from the finite to the 

infinite, from the visible to the veiled. This bridge begins 

with the severing of the umbilical cord and extends toward 

the horizon of eternity. Every thought, intention, and deed 

becomes a step upon that bridge — shaping not only the 

course of earthly life but also its luminous counterpart in 

higher dimensions of being. 

In metaphysical language, this bridge is an energetic 

continuum — the connective tissue between parallel 

dimensions of the self. Every act of goodness strengthens 
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and illumines it; every act of injustice fractures and 

obscures it. 

The Qur’anic Sirāt al-Mustaqīm — the straight bridge 

every soul must cross in the Hereafter — mirrors this 

continuum. What we build here in the physical world casts 

its light or shadow in the unseen realm beyond. Thus, how 

securely we traverse the Sirāt in the afterlife (infinite) 

depends upon how ethically and spiritually sound our acts 

are in this realm of matter (finite). 

From the standpoint of multiverse theory, our universe is 

but one layer within an infinite fractal of realities. Just as 

ripples upon one cosmic membrane can influence adjacent 

branes in the higher-dimensional cosmos, so too do our 

moral and spiritual vibrations reverberate through subtler 

planes of existence. 

To act with righteousness, compassion, and awareness is to 

bring our being into resonance with the harmonics of divine 

order — stabilizing the luminous Sirāt across worlds and 

ensuring the soul’s passage along the bridges of eternity. 

In the vocabulary of science, we are quantum architects of 

our own multidimensional reality. In the vocabulary of the 

spirit, we are travelers upon the Bridge of Being, 

fashioning our path toward the Infinite with every breath. 

Portals and Pathways Between Worlds 

Islamic cosmology speaks not only of layered heavens and 

earths but also of pathways that connect them. Angels 

traverse these dimensions, carrying divine commands and 

sustenance. Souls ascend and descend through veils of light 

and shadow. 
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The Miʿ rāj — the celestial ascent of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم — 

stands as the most radiant example: a journey through the 

seven heavens in a single night, where the Messenger of 

God stood beyond space and time, in the Presence of the 

Absolute. 

Modern physics, curiously, proposes analogues — 

wormholes, theoretical tunnels through spacetime that 

bridge distant regions or even parallel universes. While 

speculative, they echo the metaphysical truth that the 

cosmos is webbed by unseen corridors — passages where 

the temporal and the eternal converge. 

Moses and al-Khiḍr: The Crossing of Realities 

The Qur’an unveils another glimpse into these 

interdimensional mysteries through the story of Moses 

(Mūsā) and al-Khiḍr in Surah al-Kahf (18:60–82). Seeking 

deeper wisdom, Moses is guided to a servant of God 

endowed with knowledge from the unseen: 

“And [mention] when Moses said to his servant, ‘I will not 

cease [traveling] until I reach the junction of the two seas 

or continue for a long period.’” (18:60) 

At that mystical junction — where two seas meet — Moses 

witnesses a marvel: a dead fish revives and slips into the 

sea, creating a hidden passageway. 

“So when they had gone beyond, they forgot their fish, and 

it took its course into the sea, slipping away.” (18:61) 

Commentators describe this as no ordinary sea, but a seam 

between worlds — the point where the veil thins and the 

laws of causality yield to divine command. Through this 

threshold, Moses enters the domain of al-Khiḍr — a realm 

where divine wisdom unfolds beyond human reason. 
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Al-Khiḍr’s seemingly paradoxical acts — damaging a boat, 

taking a life, rebuilding a wall — reveal a profound truth: 

what appears unjust or senseless within the limits of human 

logic may serve hidden dimensions of divine mercy and 

justice. 

“Indeed, you will never be able to have patience with me. 

And how can you have patience for that which you do not 

encompass in knowledge?” (18:67–68) 

Thus, the story becomes a lesson in metaphysical humility: 

the cosmos is layered with meanings beyond the grasp of 

intellect. To perceive it requires patience, surrender, and 

trust in the infinite wisdom of God. 

Dhul-Qarnayn and the Paths of the Earth 

The Qur’an recounts the journey of Dhul-Qarnayn, the 

divinely guided ruler who traversed “the paths of the 

earth.” 

“We established him upon the earth, and We gave him 

means to achieve all things.” (18:84) 

His exploration led him to the edges of the known world — 

not merely geographic but metaphysical — where he 

encountered unseen civilizations and sealed a rift between 

realms to contain the destructive forces of Gog and Magog. 

“He said: ‘That which my Lord has established is better; 

but help me with strength, and I will make a strong barrier 

between you and them.’” (18:95) 

Mystical commentators interpret this “barrier” as both 

material and metaphysical — a divine seal between 

dimensions. The Qur’an foretells that at the end of time, 

this veil will be lifted: 
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“Until, when Gog and Magog are let loose, they will swarm 

down from every hill.”  (21:96) 

When this occurs, the heavens will open with “many gates” 

— portals between worlds through which the unseen forces 

will surge into the visible. This vision evokes not chaos 

alone, but the completion of a cosmic cycle — the 

unveiling of realities once concealed. 

The Human Microcosm: Mirror of the Heavens 

Within the grand tapestry of creation, the human being 

stands as its mirror and measure. The Qur’an proclaims: 

“And when your Lord said to the angels, ‘Indeed, I will 

make upon the earth a successive authority.’” (2:30) 

The human form embodies the macrocosm in miniature. 

The body belongs to the realm of matter (ʿĀlam al-Mulk), 

bound by time and decay. The intellect and heart belong to 

the imaginal and angelic realms, perceiving patterns 

beyond form. The spirit (Rūḥ), breathed directly from God, 

reflects the Nūr Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلمī — the primordial light 

from which all creation emanates. 

Just as the seven heavens ascend toward the Throne, so too 

does the human soul ascend through purification: from 

body to intellect, from intellect to heart, from heart to spirit. 

When the heart becomes pure, it mirrors the celestial order, 

and the human being becomes a living bridge between 

matter and spirit — between the seen and the unseen. 

Modern physics, too, affirms that without hidden 

dimensions, visible reality could not exist. Likewise, 

without the spiritual dimension, human life collapses into 

meaninglessness. To know oneself, therefore, is to know 
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the structure of the cosmos — for the same light animates 

both. 

The Light Beyond All Worlds 

All realms — material and spiritual, visible and hidden — 

are degrees of a single divine reality. The cosmos is not a 

mechanism of chance but a living revelation of Unity 

expressed through multiplicity. 

“We will show them Our signs on the horizons and within 

themselves until it becomes clear to them that it is the 

Truth.” 

(Qur’an 41:53) 

The multiverse, in this sacred understanding, is not chaos 

but hierarchy — a map of meaning guiding the soul from 

the outermost heavens to the innermost heart, from the 

periphery of creation to the Presence of the Creator. 

Beyond the seven heavens, beyond the Footstool and the 

Throne, beyond all names and attributes, abides the Infinite 

Light — the Reality known only to God. 

And in every atom, every consciousness, and every 

universe, that Light shines eternally — the Bridge uniting 

all worlds in the Oneness of the One. 

Conclusion: The Light Beyond All Worlds 

All realms — physical and spiritual, visible and hidden — 

are degrees of divine manifestation. The cosmos is a living 

revelation of unity expressed through multiplicity. The 

Qur’an speaks not in abstraction but in eternal truth: 
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“We will show them Our signs on the horizons and within 

themselves until it becomes clear to them that it is the 

Truth.” (Qur’an 41:53) 

The Islamic multiverse is not merely a cosmic structure; it 

is a spiritual map — a journey from the outermost heaven 

to the innermost self, from the created to the Creator. 

Beyond the seven heavens, beyond the Footstool and the 

Throne, beyond all names and forms, lies the Infinite Light 

— the Reality known only to God Himself. 

And in every atom, every consciousness, and every 

universe, that Light forever shines. 

The Infinite Dreaming 
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We began where thought took flight, 



Sam Mohsin 

181 

Believing matter gave us light. 

Stone and star, tree and sea, 

All seemed born of chemistry. 

A table, neat, of elements few, 

Promised the cosmos we thought we knew. 

 

Yet deeper still, the veil withdrew, 

Twelve fields of matter, four of hue. 

Electrons, quarks, in subtle play, 

Ripples of being, night and day. 

No marble spheres, no solid frame, 

Existence sang without a name. 

 

Beneath the dance, a string did hum, 

Vibrating all that’s yet to come. 

Each note a universe, a thread, 

Where stars, and hearts, and dreams are fed. 

From three alone—quark, quark, electron— 

Emerges all, from dusk to dawn. 

 

Patterns weave where few notes lie, 

Lego bricks reach the sky. 
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A handful of letters, rearranged, 

Build libraries, worlds unchained. 

So matter sings in endless art, 

A symphony played in every part. 

 

Yet consciousness, the hidden stream, 

Eludes all measure, shape, or scheme. 

Awareness, joy, the silent glow, 

No neuron fires could ever show. 

Not made of clay, not trapped in time, 

It is the ground, the pulse, the rhyme. 

 

Infinite within each finite breath, 

No God afar, no fear of death. 

The immediacy of being’s light, 

Found in shadow, day, and night. 

 

Maps mislead—the menu’s lie. 

Cannot convey the taste, the sky. 

 

Paradox defines our age, 

Advanced in mind, yet hearts in a cage. 
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Yet hope persists where choices rise, 

Awaken to the Infinite’s eyes. 

Consciousness, the unbroken ground, 

In every perception, ever found. 

 

The path of self clears all the veils: 

Ignorance, ego, craving, fails. 

Aversion, fear of mortal breath, 

Dissolve before eternal depth. 

We are not flesh, nor fleeting mind, 

But infinite awareness intertwined. 

 

Joy returns, as children play, 

Meditation lights the way. 

Death transforms, it does not end, 

Consciousness flows, bends, transcends. 

Science shows vibration in the stone, 

Spirit reveals the Infinite alone. 

 

We are the music, we are the pause, 

The observer, observed, the eternal cause. 

Vibration and silence, life and being, 
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The seen, unseen, forever seeing. 

The truth is simple, yet immense: 

The Infinite dreams in all its sense. 
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The Hidden Spheres 

 “Allah is He Who created seven heavens and of the earth 

the like of them.” (Qur’an 65:12) 
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Beneath the veil of time and space, 

Lie seven realms of light’s embrace, 

Each heaven mirrors what’s above, 

A sea of form, a wave of love. 

 

The Throne of Mercy crowns the skies, 

Where endless radiance never dies, 

And from its heart the Footstool gleams, 

Unfolding worlds from timeless dreams. 

 

Between the seen and unseen streams, 

The Barzakh hums with living beams, 

Where thought takes shape, and spirit sings, 

And silence wears the robe of kings. 

 

The jinn in fire’s shimmer dwell, 

Beyond the range of mortal shell, 

Yet even they to Light belong, 

Each spark returning to its song. 

 

The earths are seven, veiled in hue, 

Each birth a mirror, bright and true, 
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An Adam breathes in every land, 

By God’s command, by His own hand. 

 

Through portals vast the angels soar, 

Through hearts awake, through inner door, 

The soul ascends the unseen stair, 

To find the One already there. 

 

For all that is and all that seems, 

Are woven strands of boundless dreams, 

One Light in countless forms unfurled— 

The Hidden Source of every world 
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God’s Symphony: 27 Harmonies of 

Consciousness 
Inspired By 

FUSUS AL HIKAM Of IBN ARABI 

 

The Veil of Ego and the Purity of Consciousness: How 

Love Becomes Distorted and Remembered-   How Love 

Becomes Distorted and Remembered 

At the 120th day of our formation within the mother’s 

womb, the Divine Breath descends from the Universal 

Consciousness — God Himself — through the descending 

arc of the Arabic letter “Meem” (م), shaping and 

proportioning the human being while breathing into that 

form a spark of the Divine Spirit. 

In the metaphysical language of the Arabic alphabet, the 

letter Meem signifies the arc of manifestation — the 

descent of the Infinite into the finite. Its rounded form 

mirrors the womb of creation, enclosing within it the 

mystery of becoming, while the single point from which it 

begins and to which it returns represents the unity of the 

Divine Source. Thus, the Meem embodies both origin and 

completion, spirit and matter, the unseen and the seen — 

the sacred bridge through which the Breath of the Merciful 

(Nafas al-Raḥmān) flows, animating creation with 

consciousness. 

For a deeper analogy, consider how the Divine manifests 

within the material realm through the Prophet Muhammad 

(peace be upon him). He bears two sacred names: 

Muḥammad and Aḥmad. In both names, if one removes the 

letter Meem (م) — the symbol of manifestation — what 
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remains is Aḥad (أحد), meaning “The One”, a name 

belonging solely to God. This reveals a profound truth: the 

Meem serves as the veil of embodiment through which the 

Divine Unity (Aḥad) becomes known in form. When the 

veil of manifestation is lifted, only the Oneness of God 

remains. 

Thus, the letter Meem stands as the cosmic threshold 

between the Absolute and creation, the point where the 

Divine utters Itself into being. Through this sacred descent, 

the human being becomes the living expression of divine 

articulation — a mirror in which the Infinite contemplates 

Its own reflection. 

This divine breath transcends biological vitality; it 

embodies the frequency of consciousness — a sacred 

imprint attuned to one of twenty-seven archetypal 

templates of divine awareness, whose nuances are 

elaborated in the subsequent twenty-seven chapters. 

The human being becomes both matter and meaning, a 

vessel through which the Infinite may know Itself in finite 

form. 

At its highest state, pure consciousness acts from love — 

not emotional or possessive love, but the unifying, selfless 

energy that sustains the whole of creation. Every impulse 

arising from higher consciousness — the soul, divine 

essence, or field of unity — carries the vibration of 

compassion, harmony, and coherence.  Spiritual traditions 

have called this energy by many names: agape in Greek 

mysticism, rahmah in Islam, karuṇā in Buddhism, and 

divine love in Christian thought. 

It is the primordial vibration through which truth acts — 

the pulse of creation itself. 
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The Ego as the Veil and the Brain as its Instrument 

When that pure impulse of love enters the realm of the 

human psyche, it encounters the ego, the mind’s lens of 

individuality and separation. 

The ego functions as a filter, refracting divine energy 

through personal motives — fear, pride, insecurity, or the 

desire for control, or – by lust, anger, greed, sense of I, 

infatuation, pride, jealousy, hatred. 

The original love-impulse thus becomes translated into 

actions that may appear noble or intelligent but lack 

resonance with the higher self. 

From a neuropsychological view, this ego arises in the 

brain’s interpretive field, constructed through neural 

networks such as the default mode network, prefrontal 

cortex, and limbic system.  These regions generate the 

narrative of “me” — a story that organizes memory and 

perception, ensuring survival but also creating the illusion 

of separation. 

Egoic experiences — pride, jealousy, self-importance, or 

fear — are not realities in themselves but patterns of neural 

activity, shadows cast upon the field of consciousness. 

Yet consciousness itself is not located in the brain- The 

brain is an instrument — a receiver and translator of the 

infinite field. Just as a radio does not generate the music it 

plays, the brain does not produce consciousness; it merely 

interprets its frequency. When the egoic mind identifies 

exclusively with the brain, it perceives separation; when 

awareness recognizes itself as the witness behind the 

instrument, unity returns. 

We may picture this relationship symbolically: 
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• Consciousness is the sun — pure light and love. 

• The brain is the stained-glass window that colors 

and shapes that light. 

• The ego is the pattern projected on the wall — 

beautiful or distorted, depending on the clarity of 

the glass. 

When the window is clear, the light shines as peace and 

wisdom. When clouded by egoic residues, the same light 

fractures into confusion and conflict. 

Distortion and Its Manifestation in Life 

This refracted play of light and shadow manifests 

continually in ordinary human experience. A person may 

wish to help another — an impulse born of love — yet the 

ego intervenes, seeking validation or recognition. 

A spiritual seeker may share divine insight but do so with 

pride or superiority, diminishing the truth’s vibration. 

In both instances (divine experience and egoic experience), 

the source remains consciousness but the expression 

becomes distorted by the veil of ego. Thus, what originates 

as divine compassion is refracted into the fragmented 

emotions of pride, desire, or fear. Egoic experiences, 

therefore, do not vanish; they remain as energetic residues 

until they are integrated by awareness. This means that an 

earlier egoic experience can be purified or transcended 

through a later divine or consciously awakened experience 

of the same event. 

The work of spiritual evolution, therefore, is to dissolve the 

veil — to purify perception until actions flow directly from 

the soul’s consciousness without interference. When the 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

192 

ego becomes transparent, love expresses itself naturally as 

wisdom, humility, and balance. 

In the Sufi language, the drop realizes it is the ocean; the 

will of the person aligns with the will of the Divine. 

The Record of Experience in the Field of Consciousness 

Everything that occurs, whether pure or distorted, is 

registered in consciousness. 

Consciousness is the ultimate witness — the screen upon 

which all phenomena appear and  

fade. 

Even when an experience is filtered through the ego, it 

unfolds within consciousness itself.  The pure field remains 

untouched, yet the mind records impressions — energetic 

traces of perception that persist within the subtle memory 

of the self. 

These impressions are known in different traditions as: 

• Samskāra in Hindu philosophy, 

• Karmic imprints in Buddhism, 

• A‘māl or nafs records in Islamic mysticism. 

They are not stored in the physical brain but within the 

subtle body of consciousness, the vibrational archive of 

one’s being.  Each imprint serves as evidence of one’s 

inner frequency — shaping tendencies, desires, and future 

perceptions. 

Egoic experiences, therefore, do not vanish; they remain as 

energetic residues until integrated by awareness. 
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The Alchemy of Awareness 

The universe does not judge; it mirrors. 

Every stored impression in consciousness becomes 

vibrational proof of the state we inhabit. When we act 

through egoic distortion, the frequency of that act remains 

in our field until transmuted back into love through 

conscious recognition. 

This process — known as tazkiyah in Sufism, karma 

cleansing in Buddhism, or shadow integration in modern 

psychology — is not punishment but purification: the 

harmonization of consciousness with its original state. 

When we observe our egoic experiences without judgment, 

the act of pure witnessing transforms the stored imprint. 

The residue dissolves, leaving only wisdom — 

understanding liberated from emotional charge. 

This is the alchemy of spiritual evolution: the 

transformation of ignorance into awareness, distortion into 

clarity, and separation into love. 

Summary and Integration 

• We all born with the breath or frequency of 

consciousness similarly like one of the 27 prophetic 

seal of consciousness, covered in the following 27 

chapters. 

• For a particular act or incident, there exists only one 

unique conscious experience. However, that same 

act can give rise to multiple egoic experiences, each 

experienced differently by distinct individual egos. 

In other words, a single conscious event can 

manifest as many egoic perspectives, depending on 

the observer. 
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• All experiences, whether pure or egoic, arise and 

remain within consciousness. 

• Egoic experiences are interpretations generated 

through the brain and stored as vibrational residues 

in the subtle field. 

• These residues persist until awareness reclaims 

them, transforming distortion back into the unity of 

love. 

• Once purified, they remain not as a burden, but as 

clarity and wisdom, enriching the soul’s eternal 

evolution. 

Thus, the journey of the human being — from divine breath 

to embodied awareness, from distortion to remembrance — 

is the story of consciousness learning to see through its own 

veil. Every act, thought, and perception is both a challenge 

and an invitation: to remember that behind every shadow of 

ego, the light of divine love still shines unchanged. 

“When the drop remembers the ocean, it no longer fears the 

wave.” 

The Templates of Insan-E Kamil- The perfect man 

The Fusūs al-Hikam is one of Ibn ʿArabī’s late works, 

relatively short in physical size but very rich in 

metaphysical, spiritual, and prophetic doctrine.  ￼ 

• It consists of 27 chapters (“bezels” or “wisdoms”), 

each chapter corresponding to a Prophet in the 

Qur’ān from Adam up to Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. Each 

prophet embodies a particular “wisdom” (ḥikma)- a 

template for consciousness or “mode” that 

manifests some divine name or attribute.  ￼ 
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• Ibn ʿArabī maintains that much of this work was 

given to him by vision: in a dream-vision, he saw 

the Prophet Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم holding the book of 

Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam, and was told to bring it out for 

those who will benefit. 

Ibn Arabi says the book was given to him in a vision by the 

Prophet Muhammad, who asked him to present the 

essential wisdom of each prophet. Each prophet is a mirror 

of a divine reality. The aim is not storytelling, but unveiling 

the wisdom (hikmah) behind the spiritual rank and mission 

of each prophet.  

The 27 archetypal templates of the Perfect Human 

Being: A Scientific, Spiritual, and Metaphysical Anatomy 

The tradition of the 27 Seals of the Perfect Human Being 

represents not merely a symbolic enumeration, but a 

multidimensional blueprint of human potential — one that 

is at once divine in origin, spiritual in function, and cosmic 

in structure. Each “seal” reflects a unique yet 

interconnected manifestation of the Divine Names (al-

Asmā’ al-Ḥusnā) — the infinite qualities, an archetypal 

template of consciousness through which Allah reveals 

Himself in creation. These seals are not arbitrary; rather, 

they constitute a systematic orchestration of divine 

attributes imprinted into the metaphysical fabric of 

existence and echoed within the anatomy of the soul. Every 

human soul carries the imprint of these Seals, and through 

spiritual refinement, one may awaken to their echo within 

and evolve with his consciousness. 

From a spiritual standpoint, these seals serve as archetypes 

— living exemplars of divine realization through prophets 

and saintly figures, each embodying a distinct blend of 
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mercy, wisdom, justice, creativity, or other divine traits. To 

journey through these seals is to engage in a process of 

tazkiyah (purification) and tahqiq (realization), where the 

self is polished like a mirror until it reflects the full 

spectrum of divine light. The perfect human being — al-

Insān al-Kāmil — is thus not a mythical ideal but a 

teleological destiny, a culmination of inner alchemy rooted 

in surrender, awareness, and love. 

From a metaphysical perspective, these seals correspond to 

ontological stations in the hierarchy of being — each 

representing a mode of divine self-disclosure (tajalli) in the 

world of multiplicity. In Ibn Arabi’s framework, the 

cosmos is the theater where these names become knowable, 

and the human being is the only locus capable of reflecting 

all of them. Hence, the Insān al-Kāmil becomes the mirror 

in which the Absolute sees and knows Himself — the 

barzakh (isthmus) between the infinite and the finite, the 

uncreated and the created. 

Even from a scientific and cognitive angle, this model 

resonates with what contemporary neuroscience and 

psychology are beginning to suggest. The brain’s plasticity, 

the presence of mirror neurons, and the ability to embody 

empathy, intention, and abstract principles all point to a 

latent capacity within the human system to internalize and 

reflect complex realities beyond mere survival. The 27 

seals, then, can be seen as psychospiritual templates — 

encoded pathways within consciousness — each awakening 

latent potentials like compassion, discernment, awe, or 

intuitive knowing. 

In this way, the Divine message becomes unmistakably 

clear: if we are to approach the station of the Perfect 

Human, we must not seek to escape the world, but rather 



Sam Mohsin 

197 

engage with it in conscious harmony, manifesting the 

names of Allah not abstractly, but through the fullness of 

our being — thought, emotion, action, and intention 

aligned. Allah, in Infinite Wisdom, has not left us without 

guidance. Within the unfolding of existence, He has 

embedded 27 exemplars — seals — as luminous imprints 

of perfection, each one a mirror by which we may come to 

know Him through ourselves. 

Thus, the journey of perfection is not linear but spiraled 

and holographic — a weaving together of science, spirit, 

and soul — wherein the seeker does not merely imitate the 

seals, but gradually becomes one with the divine breath that 

animates them. 
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27 Harmonies of Consciousness 
CHAPTER   PROPHET          ḤIKMAH 

(WISDOM) 

                 

DESCRIPTION 

1 Adam Ḥikmat al-

Ilāhiyya (Divine 

Wisdom) 

Adam as the 

synthesis of all 

Divine 

Names — the 

first manifestation 

of  

Insān-e-Kāmil. 

2 Seth (Shīth) Ḥikmat al-

Ṣafā'iyya (Purity 

Wisdom) 

Pure transmission 

of inner 

knowledge. 

3 Idris (Enoch)  Ḥikmat al-

Tawḥīdiyya 

(Unity Wisdom) 

His mission 

centered on the 

oneness  

of God amid 

resistance. 

4 Noah (Nūḥ) Ḥikmat al-Asliyya 

(Original 

Wisdom) 

Elevated 

knowledge and 

spiritual 

ascension. 

5 Abraham 

(Ibrāhīm) 

Ḥikmat al-

Ṣubūḥiyya 

(Friendship/ 

Intimacy 

Wisdom) 

The intimate 

friend of God 

(Khalīl), a  

template of deep 

divine love. 

6 Isaac (Isḥāq) Ḥikmat al-

Ḥaqiyya (Truth 

Wisdom) 

Reflects the truth 

in calmness and 

silence. 

7 Ishmael 

(Ismāʿīl) 

Ḥikmat al-

Ruḥiyya (Spiritual 

Wisdom) 

Devotion and 

spiritual 

surrender. 

8 Lot (Lūṭ) Ḥikmat al-

Faḥiyya (Subtlety 

Wisdom) 

Preserving purity 

in the face of 

societal decay. 

9 Jacob 

(Yaʿqūb) 

Ḥikmat al-

Māliyya (Wealth 

Wisdom) 

Deep grief and 

vision; symbol of 

inner seeing. 

10 Joseph 

(Yūsuf) 

Ḥikmat al-

‘Ulwiyya 

Beauty, patience, 

and divine 

orchestration. 
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(Sublime 

Wisdom) 

11 Hud Ḥikmat al-‘Āliya 

(Exalted Wisdom) 

A call to return to 

divine authority. 

12 Salih Ḥikmat al-Qalbiya 

(Heart Wisdom) 

Sign of the 

heart’s capacity to 

receive divine 

signs. 

13 Shuʿayb Ḥikmat al-

Qiyāsiyya 

(Analogical 

Wisdom) 

Balance of 

spiritual and 

material ethics. 

14 Moses 

(Mūsā) 

Ḥikmat al-

Siyāsiyya 

(Political/ 

Governance 

Wisdom) 

Lawgiver and 

theophany at 

Sinai. 

15 Aaron 

(Hārūn) 

Ḥikmat al-

‘Umrāniyya 

(Social Wisdom) 

Community 

building and 

leadership. 

16 David 

(Dāwūd) 

Ḥikmat al-

Mālikiyya (Royal 

Wisdom) 

The king-prophet 

and divine justice. 

17 Solomon 

(Sulaymān) 

Ḥikmat al-

Wujūdiyya 

(Existential 

Wisdom) 

Master of the 

outer and inner 

worlds. 

18 Elijah (Ilyās) Ḥikmat al-

Iḥsāniyya 

(Excellence 

Wisdom) 

Withdrawal and 

devotion to divine 

excellence. 

19 Elisha (Al-

Yasaʿ) 

Ḥikmat al-

‘Inā'iyya (Grace 

Wisdom) 

Continuation of 

prophetic grace. 

20 Jonah 

(Yūnus) 

Ḥikmat al-

Kamāliyya 

(Perfection 

Wisdom) 

Journey from 

imperfection to 

divine mercy. 

21 Zechariah 

(Zakariyyā) 

Ḥikmat al-

Badaliyya 

(Substitution 

Wisdom) 

Prayer and 

succession. 
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22 John (Yaḥyā) Ḥikmat al-

Waqtiyya 

(Temporal 

Wisdom) 

Devotion within 

time’s bounds. 

23 Jesus (ʿĪsā) Ḥikmat al-

Rūḥiyya (Spirit 

Wisdom) 

Spirit of God — 

the eternal Word 

(Kalima). 

24 Muhammad 

 صلى الله عليه وسلم

Ḥikmat al-

Farḍiyya 

(Uniqueness 

Wisdom) 

The seal of 

prophecy; 

universal 

synthesis  

of all previous 

wisdoms. 

25 Ezra 

(ʿUzayr) 

Ḥikmat al-

Imāmiyya 

(Imamic Wisdom) 

Reviver of 

tradition, bridging 

law and wisdom. 

26 Luqman Ḥikmat al-

‘Ibriyya (Moral 

Wisdom) 

Non-prophetic 

sage symbolizing 

practical  

divine ethics. 

27 Job Ḥikmat al-Ghayb Patience, 

humility, and 

unwavering faith 

transform 

suffering into a 

ladder toward 

divine mercy. His 

life shows us that 

while the body 

can be broken, the 

soul that trusts 

God cannot be 

defeated. 

 

The Seals of the Perfect Man — The templates of Insan-E 

Kamil. A Neuro-Spiritual and Quantum Reflection. 

In The Seals of the Perfect Man, the term “Seal” evokes a 

rich spiritual archetype: the perfected human who embodies 

the Divine Names in their fullness — a living mirror of the 

Divine Presence.  
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The perfect human - Insan-E-Kamil 

• Serves as a mirror to the Divine, 

• Acts as a bridge between the Absolute (God) and 

the contingent (creation), 

• Embodies unity (tawḥīd) in multiplicity, 

• Is often symbolized by the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, 

seen as the supreme model of this perfection. 

The Insān al-Kāmil is not just a moral ideal, but a cosmic 

archetype — the fullest expression of what it means to be 

human in divine proximity. 

These Seals are not merely historical figures but spiritual 

prototypes whose realities transcend time. They represent 

perfected stations of human consciousness, each unveiling 

a facet of the full potential latent within the human being. 

From this perspective, every human soul carries the imprint 

of these Seals, and through spiritual refinement, one may 

awaken to their echo within. 

To explore this mystery, we turn to modern frontiers of 

science — not as alternatives to revelation, but as potential 

lenses through which we can perceive these ancient truths 

anew. 

Mirror Neurons and Spiritual Empathy: Neurobiology 

Meets Prophetic Presence 

Neuroscience reveals that our brains are wired with mirror 

neurons — specialized cells that fire not only when we 

perform an action but when we witness others performing 

it. This neural mimicry lays the groundwork for empathy, 

compassion, and what might be called embodied resonance. 

It allows us to “feel with” another person, emotionally and 

physically, as if their experience were our own. 
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But beyond its biological utility, this neural framework 

hints at something metaphysically profound. When an 

individual fully embodies virtues such as forgiveness, 

mercy, or peace, their very presence can activate similar 

neural patterns in others — almost as though the spiritual 

light they carry reawakens dormant faculties in those 

around them. In this way, a perfected human, a “Seal,” does 

not merely teach through words — they transmit realities. 

Thus, when one stands in the presence of someone who 

inwardly reflects the essence of Prophet Muhammad, Jesus, 

or Moses, they may unconsciously mirror — neuronally 

and psychologically — the same states of being. The 

prophetic presence becomes neurally contagious. This 

dynamic renders the concept of resurrection not only 

eschatological, but interpersonal and immediate: to awaken 

the dead spirit of another into divine life, as Jesus did, may 

now be seen as a neuro-spiritual phenomenon. 

The Neuro-Spiritual Resurrection 

When one enters the presence of a being who reflects the 

inner essence of a prophet—Muhammad, Jesus, or 

Moses—something subtle yet profound occurs. Science 

names it resonance; spirituality calls it barakah. Modern 

neuroscience has discovered mirror neurons, cells that 

activate not only when we act, but when we observe 

another acting. They are the neural basis of empathy, the 

hidden bridges by which joy, sorrow, or serenity travel 

from one heart to another. In this light, the prophetic 

presence is not confined to history or scripture; it is a living 

force that echoes in the very architecture of the brain. 

When the prophet embodies compassion, dignity, or divine 

remembrance, these states are not locked within him. They 
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radiate outward, activating the same circuitry in those 

around him. Psychology calls this “emotional contagion,” 

but it is deeper still. Repeated exposure to such presence 

rewires the brain itself through neuroplasticity, shifting the 

soul from apathy into awareness, from fragmentation into 

coherence. Science has even shown that coherent heart 

rhythms and meditative states can entrain others into 

harmony. What the mystics call awakening the heart finds 

its biological parallel in the synchronization of nervous 

systems. 

Yet the metaphysical dimension takes us further. In Islamic 

thought, prophets are vessels of divine light, and their 

presence is charged with barakah—the subtle blessing that 

awakens the dormant seeds of consciousness within others. 

When the Qur’an speaks of Jesus reviving the dead by 

God’s permission (3:49), it is both literal and symbolic. 

Beyond the physical miracle, there is the spiritual miracle: 

the reviving of dead hearts, souls buried beneath 

heedlessness, who are resurrected by the touch of divine 

remembrance. For the Sufi, resurrection is not merely an 

event at the end of time (al-qiyāmah) but an event within 

every moment—each time a soul turns from forgetfulness 

(ghaflah) to remembrance (dhikr), it has risen from the 

grave of unconsciousness. 

The unity of science and metaphysics unveils this as a 

neuro-spiritual phenomenon. What neuroscience calls 

neural contagion, the mystic names transmission of light. 

What psychology explains as emotional resonance, the 

Qur’an describes as life breathed into clay. The prophetic 

presence thus becomes a catalyst of resurrection—not only 

in some distant eschaton, but here, now, between persons. 

To sit in the company of one who embodies divine qualities 
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is to be drawn into their consciousness-field, where one’s 

own latent light is kindled into flame. 

In this way, resurrection ceases to be a remote mystery. It 

becomes an interpersonal awakening, an immediate 

possibility. To awaken the dead spirit of another into divine 

life is the ultimate miracle, one enacted not only by 

prophets but by all who mirror the prophetic essence. 

Quantum Entanglement and the Transmission of 

Archetypal Consciousness 

Modern physics reveals another dimension of connection: 

quantum entanglement. When two particles become 

entangled, they instantaneously affect one another 

regardless of distance. This phenomenon defies classical 

boundaries of space and time, suggesting that reality is 

fundamentally nonlocal. Applied metaphorically to 

consciousness, this opens staggering possibilities. 

What if the soul of the Perfect Man — the Seal of a 

particular divine quality — exists in an entangled state with 

all souls? If consciousness is not a byproduct of the brain 

but a field phenomenon connected to the Source, then it 

may be possible for a human being to “tune in” to a higher 

archetype — say, the mercy of Muhammad, the justice of 

Moses, or the spirit of Jesus — much like a radio receiver 

aligns with a frequency. This resonance does not require 

temporal proximity. It is sufficient that the soul attune to 

the same pattern of Divine Names. 

In this view, the “Seals of the Perfect Man” are not merely 

individuals in history. They are archetypal waveforms of 

perfected consciousness. To awaken their reality within 

oneself is to become a mirror to their light — a 

continuation of their being. And just as in entangled 
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particles, the awakening in one consciousness may subtly 

ripple through the collective human field, reactivating the 

same potential in others across generations and 

geographies. 

 

 

Synthesis: Toward a Metaphysical Anthropology 

The Seals of the Perfect Man invites us into a new 

anthropology — one where the human being is not a closed 

biological system, but a spiritually open, entangled, and 

mirroring entity. Neuroscience tells us we are wired to 

reflect each other. Quantum physics tells us that entangled 

states defy space and time. Mystical wisdom tells us that 

perfected beings — the Seals — can be mirrored and 

remembered in us. 

Together, these insights point to a startling truth: the 

perfected human is — the secret of your own soul, waiting 

to be resurrected through empathy, resonance, and love. 

Why not from Adam to Mohammed  

It’s coherent to view the arc Adam → many intermediary 

unfoldings → Muhammad as a model of consciousness 

evolving. The intermediaries function as necessary 

refinements: learning, integrating, correcting, and 

expanding what humanity can hold. Whether those 

intermediaries are 27 literal incarnations, dozens of 

prophets, many cultures and teachers, or stages inside a 

single soul depends on which metaphysical or theological 

framework you prefer. 
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Stages of Consciousness: From Adam to Muhammad 

Phase I — The Birth of Awareness 

1.Adam – Self-Awareness 

The first spark: “I exist.” Consciousness awakens to itself. 

2.Eve – Relational Consciousness 

The discovery of otherness; the mirror of the self in 

relationship. 

3.Cain & Abel – Moral Awakening 

The struggle between ego and conscience, the shadow and 

the light. 

4.Seth (Shīth) – Continuity of Light 

The preservation of Adam’s wisdom, ensuring the sacred 

trust passes forward. 

5.Enoch (Idrīs) – Knowledge & Ascent 

The awakening of higher learning, writing, and the soul’s 

yearning for transcendence.                                             

6.Noah – Survival of Truth 

Recognition that truth must be preserved against chaos. 

7.Hud – Humility vs Arrogance 

Consciousness faces pride and learns submission to higher 

order. 

8.Salih – Stewardship of Nature 

The trust of caretaking the earth and respecting the signs. 

9.Abraham – Radical Faith 
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Smashing inner idols; surrendering fully to the One. 

Phase II — Collective Moral Consciousness 

10. Ishmael – Willing Surrender 

The offering of the self, trust beyond fear. 

11. Isaac – Continuity & Trust 

The realization that faith must endure through generations. 

12. Jacob – Wrestling Consciousness 

The inner struggle with doubt, earning the name “Israel.” 

13.Joseph – Vision & Forgiveness 

Symbolic imagination, interpreting dreams, transcending 

betrayal. 

14.Moses – Law & Discipline 

Consciousness becomes structured: rules, ethics, order. 

15.Aaron – Voice of Truth 

The gift of expression: speaking and guiding with clarity. 

16.Lut (Lot) – Moral Courage 

Standing firm against corruption; the bravery to uphold 

truth even in adversity. 

17.Shu’ayb – Justice & Integrity 

Upholding honesty, fairness, and ethical guidance in 

community and trade. 

18.David – Devotional Heart 

The merging of leadership with song, prayer, and love. 
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Through Ishmael, consciousness learned willing sacrifice, 

the offering of the self to a higher trust. Isaac carried the 

lesson of continuity, showing that faith must extend beyond 

one life into generations. With Jacob, consciousness 

wrestled with doubt, bearing the name Israel—“the one 

who struggles with God.” Joseph then revealed the power 

of vision, teaching the soul to interpret symbols, to 

transform betrayal into forgiveness, and to turn wounds 

into wisdom. 

Moses brought discipline, the structure of law and ethics, 

carving the tablets of order into the collective psyche. 

Aaron gave voice to truth, showing that guidance must also 

be spoken with clarity. David opened the devotional heart, 

blending leadership with prayer and song, revealing that 

power and love are not opposites but companions.  

 

Phase III — Refinements of the Prophetic Soul 

19.Solomon – Wisdom & Balance 

Power tempered by justice; hearing even the voice of the 

ant. 

20.Job (Ayyub) – Endurance in Suffering 

The consciousness of patience, unwavering trust in trial. 

21.Jonah (Yunus) – Shadow & Return 

Descent into the depths, integrating exile, returning 

renewed. 

22.Elijah (Ilyas) – Zeal & Ascent 

Fiery devotion lifting consciousness upward. 
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23.Elisha (Al-Yasa) – Inherited Spirit 

Carrying forward spiritual strength, continuity of mission. 

24.Khidr – Hidden Wisdom 

The subtle guidance of divine knowledge, teaching that 

life’s mysteries unfold beyond the ego’s understanding. 

25.Ezra (Uzair) – Restorer of Law & Wisdom 

Preserving and transmitting divine knowledge, guiding 

communities toward clarity and understanding. 

26.Luqman – Applied Wisdom 

Practical moral guidance, teaching humans to live ethically 

and with discernment. 

27.Ezekiel (Dhul-Kifl) – Responsibility 

The consciousness of guardianship, steadfastness under 

duty. 

28.Zechariah – Hope & Renewal 

Faith that life springs from barrenness, trust in divine 

timing. 

Solomon crowned this lineage with wisdom, balancing 

power with justice and discerning the subtleties of even the 

smallest creature. Yet consciousness had to descend into 

trial. With Job, it learned endurance in suffering, the trust 

that does not waver when everything is stripped away. 

Jonah embodied the shadow exile, swallowed by darkness 

until he surrendered, only to return renewed. Elijah brought 

fiery zeal, a vertical thrust of devotion, while Elisha carried 

the inherited spirit, ensuring the flame did not die. Ezekiel 

revealed the weight of responsibility, the guardianship of 
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vision, while Zechariah whispered the lesson of renewal—

that even in barrenness, life may bloom again. 

Phase IV — The Culmination 

29.John the Baptist (Yahya) – Purification 

The call to cleanse the inner temple, to prepare for higher 

light. 

30.Jesus (Isa) – Universal Compassion 

Love transcending law; forgiveness without condition. 

31.Mary (Maryam) – Pure Receptivity 

The heart that receives the Divine Word without resistance. 

32.Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) – Unity Consciousness 

In Short- 

• Adam begins with “I am.” 

• The 25 prophets in between embody lessons 

humanity had to live, integrate, and polish. 

• Muhammad unifies them, revealing the wholeness. 

• The 27th station, Insān al-Kāmil, is not a historical 

figure but the archetype of perfected consciousness 

— a destiny planted in every human soul. 
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The Seals of the Perfect Man 
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Within the heart of time there lies, 

A flame unbound by earth or skies— 

A mirror polished by God’s hand, 

Reflecting truths none understand. 

 

These are the Seals — the timeless few, 

Whose souls reflect the Pure and True. 

Not bound to age or mortal span, 

They are the Perfect, Willed-by-Man. 

Our minds are wired with sacred flame, 

That echoes when we feel the same— 

A neural dance, a silent chord, 

That stirs when love or pain is stored. 

 

Mirror neurons fire and blend, 

When one begins, and one shall end. 

So when a saint walks in the room, 

His peace dissolves another’s gloom. 

A prophet’s gaze, a lover’s grace, 

Can shift the tides of inner space. 

For mercy felt is mercy sown, 

And in that gaze, you find your own. 
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Across the veil of stars and night, 

Entangled souls still share one light. 

As atoms leap from here to there, 

So too does spirit, thought, and prayer. 

If Jesus breathed into the clay, 

And woke a bird to light the day, 

Then surely, still, His breath may fly— 

In hearts who seek, not just the sky. 

 

The soul of Moses, fierce and wise, 

Still marches under justice’s guise. 

Muhammad’s mercy, vast as seas, 

Still whispers through the olive trees. 

 

Their lights are not a distant spark, 

But pulsing in the human arc. 

For in the waveforms of the soul, 

Each Seal remains a living whole. 

These archetypes — these Names Divine — 

Are echoes of the Grand Design. 

Each seeker who dissolves the “I” 

May taste the truth that does not die. 
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The Seal is not just born of clay, 

But born again in souls each day. 

His mercy shines when hate is gone, 

His truth is sung in every dawn. 

So when your heart aligns with grace, 

You wear the Seal upon your face. 

Not imitation, but pure flame— 

The Sealed-by-God becomes your name. 

 

O soul, awaken! You are more 

Than just a wave upon the shore. 

You are the Ocean, sealed and signed, 

With every prophet’s breath entwined. 

 

The Seals of Man are not the past— 

They are the first, they are the last. 

And in your love, and in your pain, 

Their soul returns to Earth again. 
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Chapter 1 

The Wisdom of Divinity in the Word of Adam                                           

Ḥikmat Ilāhiyyah fī Kalimat Ādamiyyah 

• Adam > 

•Qābīl (Cain) – killed Hābīl  

•Hābīl (Abel) – murdered, no descendants  

•Shīth (Seth) – prophet, successor of Adam  

•Other sons (e.g., Anūsh, Qinan) 

•Many daughters (names mostly not preserved in 
Islamic texts) 

The First Theophany: Adam as the Locus of Divine 

Manifestation 

In the sacred metaphysical architecture of creation, Adam 
does not merely inaugurate the human species—he 

inaugurates meaning itself. He is not just the first man in 
time; he is the first revelation of the Divine within form. 
Through Adam, the Infinite unveils itself within the finite. 

He is the maẓhar—the manifest image—through which the 
Unseen (al-Ghayb) enters into visibility. 

This is the metaphysical foundation beneath the oft-cited 

ḥadīth qudsī:                                          "I was a hidden 
treasure and I loved to be known, so I created creation that 

I might be known."                                              
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Creation is thus the unfolding of Divine Self-Knowing. But 
it is not a random unfolding—it is a willed, conscious, and 

inwardly-oriented act of unveiling. In Adam, this knowing 
crystallizes as self-reflective awareness. He becomes the 

first mirror, the polished surface upon which Divine Names 
(al-asmāʾ al-ḥusnā) converge and reveal their luminous 
symmetry. 

The Mirror of Names: Adam and the Totality of Divine 

Qualities 

When the Qur’an declares, “And He taught Adam all the 
Names” (2:31), it does not speak merely of lexical 

knowledge. These Names are the archetypes of existence—
the inner realities of Compassion, Majesty, Beauty, Power, 

Knowledge, and beyond. Every created being reflects one 
or more of these Names in limited measure. But Adam, as 
the primordial human, reflects them all. He is the prototype 

of totality. 

In metaphysical language, Adam is the al-insān al-kāmil—
the Complete Human. He is the prism through which the 

pure white light of Divine Unity (tawḥīd) refracts into the 
manifold colors of creation. Just as the eye cannot see light 
itself without form, the cosmos cannot witness the Divine 

except through the vessel of the human form. 

Cosmic Centrality and Ontological Depth 

Adam is not merely part of the world—he is its ontological 
axis. His body is of clay—earthly, mutable, composite. Yet 

within that dust burns a spark of the Eternal, breathed into 
him by the Divine: “And I breathed into him of My Spirit” 
(15:29). He is the meeting point of polarity, the union of 

matter and spirit, time and eternity, absence and presence. 
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In this way, Adam is barzakh—an isthmus, a threshold 
being who mediates between Divine transcendence (tanzīh) 

and Divine immanence (tashbīh). Adam stands between the 
realm of pure Spirit and the dense world of forms, 

harmonizing them in his very being. 

This metaphysical function makes Adam not a mere 
passive recipient of Divine grace, but an active reflector. 
Through his consciousness, creation becomes aware of 

itself. Through his remembrance, the Names of God echo 
back to their Source. 

The Secret of Prostration: The Angels and the 

Unknown Potential 

When God declared His intention to place a vicegerent 
(khalīfah) upon the earth, the angelic intellects protested: 

“Will You place one who will spread corruption and shed 
blood?” (Qur’an 2:30). Their protest reveals the limitation 
of linear, one-dimensional knowledge. They saw only what 

could be logically deduced. God, however, responded, “I 
know what you do not know.” 

What was hidden from them? The secret of human 

contradiction—of greatness born through struggle, of light 
unveiled through shadow. Unlike angels, whose nature is 
fixed in single-dimensional purity, Adam bears opposites: 

he is capable of forgetting and remembering, falling and 
rising, error and repentance. His is the only form capacious 

enough to contain paradox. 

And paradox is the doorway to transcendence. 

Thus, the angels were commanded to prostrate not to the 
clay of Adam, but to the spirit he bore. His uniqueness was 

not in his origin, but in his destiny. 
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The Amānah: Bearing the Trust of Consciousness 

The Qur’an declares: 

“Indeed, We offered the Trust (amānah) to the heavens and 

the earth and the mountains, but they declined to bear it and 
feared it. But the human being undertook it. Truly, he is 
unjust and ignorant.” (33:72) 

This Trust is not simply a moral burden. It is the weight of 

Divine Self-Knowing placed within a being endowed with 
choice. The amānah is the potential for inward awakening, 

the capacity to echo the Divine Names not only through 
being—but through becoming. 

It is also a risk. With freedom comes error. But with error 
comes the possibility of return, and with return, the 

possibility of realization. Adam embodies this drama—not 
as a fall from grace, but as a descent for the sake of ascent. 

Spiritual Science: Consciousness as Creative 

Participation 

Modern science, in its more reflective branches, has begun 
to glimpse what metaphysics has always intuited. In 

quantum physics, the observer collapses potentiality into 
actuality. Observation is not passive—it is co-creative. In a 
similar fashion, Adam’s consciousness is not a receiver of 

reality; it is a mirror in which reality becomes intelligible. 
He is not merely in the world—he brings the world into 

meaning. 

Contemporary biology traces all human life to a single 
ancestral source—a “scientific Adam.” But beyond the 
physical genome lies a spiritual blueprint—a metaphysical 
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Adam whose image lives not in DNA, but in the very 
template of awareness. 

The Human as Divine Mirror: Living the Names 

To be truly human is to become a mirror in motion. The 
Prophet Muhammad said: “Adorn yourselves with the 
attributes of God.” This adornment is not imitation—it is 

realization. It means to become generous without 
expectation, just without arrogance, powerful without 

tyranny, merciful without weakness. 

Each Divine Name is a facet of the Real (al-Ḥaqq), and in 
the mirror of the human soul, they seek reflection. The 
purpose of existence is not survival—it is reflection. Not 

accumulation, but illumination. 

To remember our origin is to reawaken the Divine trust 
within us. To live from that remembrance is the path of 

return. 
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The First Theophany 
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Before the dawn of measured days, 

Before the heavens learned their ways, 

The Hidden Treasure stirred to know, 

And willed Its radiance forth to show. 

Creation bloomed from Love’s command, 

And Adam rose from breath and sand. 

 

Not just the first in time’s slow stream, 

But first to bear the Divine Dream— 

The maẓhar pure, where form could hold 

The Face no mortal eye could mold. 

Through him the Infinite took hue, 

And wore the colors of the True. 

When God “taught Adam all the Names,” 

He lit in clay celestial flames— 

Not sounds or signs the tongue can trace, 

But archetypes of Truth and Grace. 

The cosmos shines in fractured beams, 
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But Adam holds the Light that streams 

From tawḥīd’s single, blinding ray, 

Through which all colors find their way. 

Clay-bound body, Spirit’s spark, 

He walks the line ‘twixt light and dark— 

Barzakh between the seen and veiled, 

Where dust and glory are entailed. 

In him, the angels bowed to more 

Than earth could ever kneel before; 

They bent not to the soil beneath, 

But to the soul God chose to wreathe 

With contradictions vast and deep— 

A fall that wakes, a rise from sleep. 

 

The Trust the mountains dared not bear, 

The skies refused, the earth forswore, 

Was laid upon this fragile frame— 

The weight of knowing Whence we came. 
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For choice can wound, yet choice can raise; 

Through error’s night breaks mercy’s blaze. 

The path of Adam is descent, 

Yet every fall is heaven-sent— 

For in the shadow lies the gate, 

Where soul meets Light, and Light is fate. 

The sages speak, and science peers, 

Through atom’s veil and cosmic spheres, 

To find what ancient hearts have read: 

The gaze itself can shape the thread. 

The human mind is not a glass 

Where images unbidden pass; 

It is the loom where Being weaves, 

The field the Living Presence leaves. 

O child of Adam, you are made 

To mirror Names the stars obeyed; 

To wear God’s justice free from pride, 

To pour His mercy deep and wide; 
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To wield His power void of wrath, 

And walk the gentlest, fiercest path. 

The purpose is not breath alone, 

But to reflect the Only Throne— 

To turn your gaze from dust to Flame, 

And burn until you bear His Name. 

Remember well the place you stand: 

Between the sky and earthen land. 

The path begins where you recall 

The Breath that moves the heart of all; 

And every step, if walked aright, 

Returns you to that Hidden Light 
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Chapter 2 

The Wisdom of Breath (Shīth)                                                                                                                  

Al Ḥikmah Nafsiyyah 

The Story of Early Human Consciousness from Adam 

to Seth 

Adam – The Birth of Self-Awareness 

Adam is the first human, created with the spark of 

consciousness. He is aware of himself: the “I am.” This is 
the initial emergence of self-consciousness, the recognition 
of existence. But at this stage, consciousness is singular, 

nascent, and untested. 

Eve – Relational Consciousness 

Eve is created as Adam’s companion. With her presence, 
consciousness evolves beyond the self into relationship. 

Through Eve, Adam experiences reflection: he sees himself 
mirrored in another. This introduces empathy, relational 
awareness, and shared experience. 

Together, Adam and Eve represent the first stage of human 
consciousness: self-awareness plus relational awareness. 

Adam + Eve 

├── Cain → becomes the father of his own line 
(imperfect, ego-driven) 

├── Abel → killed (conscience not yet expressed in 
lineage) 
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└── Seth → father of a line that preserves moral and 
spiritual consciousness 

Cain & Abel – Moral Awakening 

Adam and Eve’s sons, Cain and Abel, symbolize the moral 
and ethical dimension of consciousness. 

• Abel, the shepherd, represents innocent alignment 
with higher moral ideals—the “conscience” aspect. 

• Cain, the farmer, represents ego, ambition, and the 
shadow side of consciousness—the part that resists 

morality. 

Their conflict—the story of Cain killing Abel—is the first 
moral and existential crisis in human history. It illustrates 

how self-awareness and relational awareness must contend 
with jealousy, desire, and moral choice. 

At this point, consciousness faces a blockage: the lineage of 

higher moral consciousness is at risk because Cain has 
killed Abel. 

The Need for Seth – The Evolutionary Continuity 

Cain’s actions show that humanity needs a corrective, 

restorative path. Here enters Seth, the “appointed” or 
“substitute” child. 

• Seth represents the continuation of the divine-
human consciousness line. 

• He embodies moral awareness, spiritual potential, 
and the possibility of integrating the shadow (Cain) 

with the conscience (Abel). 
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• Through Seth, the evolution of consciousness 
resumes, preserving the potential for humanity to 
grow beyond conflict, ego, and moral failure. 

In short, Seth is necessary because Cain’s failure and 
Abel’s death created a gap in human moral evolution. Seth 

restores the opportunity for conscious evolution to continue 
through a lineage capable of eventual spiritual maturity. 

NOTE 

• Qur’an itself → Does not explicitly name or classify 
Seth as a prophet. 

• Hadith & Tafsir (Islamic tradition) → Do classify 
Seth (Shīth) as a prophet, successor to Adam, and 
part of the divine plan for the continuation of 

human consciousness and prophecy.                                                                                                   
“And We gave him [Shith] wisdom, and We 
enjoined on his descendants worship and 

righteousness.” (Reported in Hadith and Tafsir 
literature) 
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Seth: The Silent Axis of Transmission 

If Adam is the first mirror, then Seth is the silent flame that 
keeps that mirror from shattering in the winds of time. He 

is the inheritor—not of land or title—but of Divine Light. 
Born in the shadow of Abel’s loss, Seth arrives not with 

vengeance, but with preservation. His mission is not to 
declare, but to guard. He carries not a sword, but a lamp 
hidden in the heart. 

In metaphysical terms, Seth is the principle of esoteric 
continuity. His wisdom is vertical—not outwardly 
expansive, but inwardly ascending. While Adam unveils 

the Divine in form, Seth guards the Divine in silence. 

The Nature of Exaltedness: Height Beyond Visibility 

The Arabic ʿulūw signifies height, elevation, sublimity. But 
it is not spatial—it is ontological. It refers to: 

• A refinement of soul that escapes conceptual grasp. 

• A sanctity that withdraws from spectacle. 
• A truth that hides not from secrecy, but from 

sanctity. 

Seth’s wisdom is exalted because it cannot be contained by 
words. It is a silent radiation, a fragrance too subtle to be 
bottled. 

Inherited Light vs. Acquired Learning 

Ibn ʿArabi distinguishes between ʿilm al-ḥuḍūrī 

(knowledge by presence) and ʿilm al-ḥuṣūlī (knowledge by 
acquisition). Seth represents the former. His wisdom is not 

learned—it is inherited through spiritual nearness. It is 
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what passes between two beings without sound, what is 
known by being, not by proving. 

Like a tuning fork that causes another to vibrate, Seth’s 

transmission awakens rather than teaches. 

The Resonance of Inheritance: A Transmission of Being 

Seth’s wisdom is the vibration of continuity—an echo of 
Adam’s primordial disclosure sustained through interior 

resonance rather than audible proclamation. The esoteric 
tradition he embodies cannot be recorded in books, nor 

taught in public gatherings. It is passed through silence, 
like breath from master to disciple, or light from candle to 
candle—unseen, unspoken, yet enduring. 

This is wirātha in its highest sense—not merely the 

inheritance of prophetic titles, but the inheritance of inner 
states (aḥwāl), of Divine proximity (qurb), of existential 

luminosity. He transmits not knowledge, but being. His is a 
transmission of essence, not discourse. 

The Unseen Chain: A Lineage of Light 

Seth’s position is that of the first link in an invisible 

chain—a lineage of sanctified hearts who carry the secret 
of Divine Self-Disclosure across time. This is not a 
biological lineage, but a metaphysical one, running through 

figures like Idrīs (Enoch), Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Khidr, 
and ultimately culminating in the Seal of Prophets, 

Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم (ṣallā Allāhu ʿalayhi wa sallam). 

This chain is known in the Sufi tradition as the Silsilah al-
Nūr—the Chain of Light. It is veiled from ordinary 
perception, not because it is hidden with intent, but because 

it vibrates at a frequency the ego cannot detect. Only the 
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refined heart can sense it—like a radio tuned to a signal 
imperceptible to noise. 

Silence as a Higher Language 

In an age obsessed with sound, speech, and spectacle, Seth 
reminds us that the deepest truths arrive wordlessly. His 
wisdom is clothed in silence—not as absence, but as 

fullness beyond articulation. It is the silence of the 
mountain, the stillness of the night sky, the interiority of 

prayer when all speech falls away. 

Some realities cannot be spoken without being diminished. 
Some truths cannot be shared without being profaned. 
Some lights shine best when unannounced. 

This is not concealment for the sake of elitism. It is 

concealment for the sake of protection. As a fire is shielded 
from wind to avoid extinguishment, so exalted wisdom 

conceals itself until it meets a vessel capable of bearing it. 

Metaphysical and Scientific Resonances 

In the metaphysical vision of the cosmos, Seth is akin to: 

• Spiritual DNA – A blueprint of consciousness 
passed not through molecules, but through the 

fabric of being itself. 
• Dark Energy – Unseen, yet shaping all structures; 

present in absence. 

• Quantum Entanglement – A non-local resonance, 
wherein souls attuned to the same truth awaken one 

another across time and space. 

The wisdom of Seth is not confined by linearity. It is 
timeless. Just as gravity cannot be seen but holds galaxies 
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together, so his presence holds the hidden axis of sacred 
continuity. In this way, Seth symbolizes the invisible 

coherence of the sacred. 

The Inner Ascent: From Ego to Essence 

Seth’s wisdom is not horizontal—it is vertical. It calls the 
soul upward, beyond duality, beyond identity, beyond even 

knowledge itself. The ascent he represents is: 

• A journey from fragmentation to wholeness. 
• A movement from conceptual thought to unveiled 

knowing. 
• A shedding of illusion, layer by layer, until only the 

Real remains. 

This inner ascent is not marked by outward success or 

recognition. It may appear as stillness, solitude, or even 
obscurity. But inwardly, it is the unfolding of cosmic scale 

within the heart. 

In this ascent, one becomes mirrorless—no longer 
reflecting the Names, but disappearing into them. 

Practical Implications: Living Seth’s Wisdom 

What does it mean to live the wisdom of Seth in today’s 

world? 

• Seek teachers of depth, not volume. The truest 
guides may not speak often, but their presence 
radiates. 

• Value interiority over performance. Exalted 
wisdom is subtle. It requires stillness to perceive. 

• Understand that some truths require readiness. 
Do not force insight; cultivate your soul as a vessel. 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

232 

• Trust silence. Often, what is unsaid carries more 
truth than what is declared. 

• Live by resonance. Let your life align with the 
higher frequencies of Being—not noise, but 

presence. 

To follow Seth is to become a keeper of subtle fire—to 
guard what is sacred not by proclamation, but by purity. 

Conclusion: The Keeper of Hidden Light 

Seth stands not on a throne but at the threshold of the 
unseen. He is the first link in the hidden golden chain, the 
quiet custodian of Adam’s luminous heritage. In him, we 
find the wisdom that elevates not through power or 

persuasion, but through presence. 

His exaltedness is his invisibility—his refusal to turn 
Divine truth into spectacle. Like the root of a great tree, he 

is buried beneath the soil, yet supports all that grows above. 

In every age, the spirit of Seth lives in those who preserve 
the sacred without seeking recognition. In every seeker 

who listens more than speaks, who guards their inner state, 
who honors truth with silence—Seth speaks again. 
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The Keeper of the Hidden Flame 
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In Adam’s gaze, the Light first shone, 

A mirrored truth from the Only One. 

Yet when the winds of time drew near, 

Seth stood silent—holding clear 

The fragile glass of Heaven’s face, 

Guarding its glow with wordless grace. 

No crown of gold, no earthly claim, 

But the lamp of God within his frame. 

Born in the shadow of Abel’s fall, 

He came not to judge, but to guard it all. 

No sword to swing, no throne to gain, 

But a spark concealed from storm and rain. 

 

His wisdom climbs no outward height, 

But soars within to realms of Light. 

It hides not out of fear or pride, 

But dwells where only the pure abide— 

A fragrance faint, too rare to keep, 
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Save in the hearts where secrets sleep. 

 

Not learned by books, nor earned by years, 

But passed through silence, beyond the ears. 

The touch of soul on soul’s deep string, 

The hum no speech can ever bring. 

A candle lit by a hidden hand, 

Whose glow the blind cannot command. 

 

Through him the Chain of Light was spun, 

From Idrīs’ star to the Chosen One. 

A link unseen, yet strong and sure, 

A bridge where hearts of saints endure. 

It hums beyond the grasp of time, 

A current deep, a soundless chime. 

 

In silence lies his highest speech— 

A height no ladder of words can reach. 
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For some truths fade when they are told, 

And some fires die when they grow cold. 

So wisdom waits till the soul can bear, 

The weight of Light too vast to share. 

 

Like gravity’s hand that holds the spheres, 

Or dark energy none sees yet steers, 

His presence shapes the sacred whole, 

Entangling soul with distant soul. 

His call is vertical—upward bound, 

Where ego dies and the Real is found. 

 

To walk his path is to keep the flame, 

Without the boast, without the name. 

To prize the depth, not the display, 

To wait for the truth, not force the way. 

To trust the hush when all grows still, 

And hear the heart of the Highest will. 
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For Seth remains where roots are sown, 

Unseen, yet holding all that’s grown. 

And in each age, the watchers know— 

The hidden keepers, the ones who sow 

A light that moves from heart to heart, 

No noise, no stage—just the silent art. 
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Chapter 3 

The Wisdom of Prophethood  

Al-ḥikmah nubuwwiyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah 

Why the Coming of Noah Was Integral 

Human communities have long told stories about endings. 
The tale of Noah and the Ark belongs to this class of myth: 

it explains why the world needed to be destroyed and 
rebuilt, and how a new social order could be instituted after 
catastrophe. Read historically, the story is not merely a 

moral allegory; it is a manual for social repair. It diagnoses 
political collapse, moral decay, ecological crises, and 

economic inequality — and through the figure of Noah and 
the ark, it prescribes the institutional forms necessary to 
preserve a renewed society. 

The World Before Noah 

The narrative opens in a world overwhelmed by violence 
and corruption. In Genesis, the text observes that “the earth 
was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with 

violence” (Gen. 6:11). This is not simply a description of 
isolated crimes but a depiction of systemic social failure. 

Elites exploit the weak, courts fail to administer justice, and 
rivalries between communities escalate into chronic 
conflict. Small-scale societies of the ancient Near East 

depended on dense networks of reciprocity; when trust 
eroded, survival itself became precarious. 
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Economic disparities compounded the problem. Resources 
were increasingly concentrated in the hands of a few, while 

ordinary people struggled for subsistence. Social norms 
collapsed, sexual exploitation became widespread, and 

ritual observances — the glue that linked the human and 
the divine — were neglected or corrupted. Environmental 
pressures, such as floods, soil salinization, and land 

shortages, further destabilized human settlements. These 
combined stresses created a society that seemed beyond 

repair. 

Flood Myths Across the Ancient Near East 

Noah’s story is part of a broader tradition. Mesopotamian 
texts such as Atrahasis and Gilgamesh recount floods that 

erase the old world. Like Genesis and the Qurʾān, these 
stories feature a chosen survivor, a vessel, and the promise 
of life renewed. Their ubiquity suggests these myths served 

recurring functions: explaining environmental catastrophe, 
legitimizing social and political renewal, and prescribing 

moral behavior. They were not merely theological fables; 
they encoded practical lessons for governance, resource 
management, and ritual life. 

Noah and the Ark: Social Technology in Narrative 

Form 

Why a single man and a single vessel? Noah is depicted as 
righteous in contrast to the wider society, serving as a 

model for virtues such as obedience, wisdom, and ritual 
propriety. His family preserves genealogical memory, 
ensuring continuity of legitimate social authority. 

The ark itself functions as more than a boat. Practically 

imagined, it is a protected micro-society: provisions, law, 
and order are maintained within its walls. Symbolically, it 
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is a womb, sheltering the next generation and allowing 
humanity to emerge reborn. It also demarcates a boundary 

of legitimacy: inside are the preserved, outside are the 
destroyed. 

The Deluge as a Reset 

The flood itself operates as a radical “reset.” Just as a 

society might be destroyed by war, famine, or plague, the 
waters erase the old order. The story communicates that 

moral corruption, institutional failure, and ecological 
mismanagement demand decisive action. 

In the Mesopotamian tradition, floods are sometimes 
portrayed as responses to human overpopulation or noise; 

in Genesis, violence and corruption provoke divine 
intervention; in the Qurʾān, Nūḥ admonishes his people, 

warning them of consequences for rejecting moral and 
social obligations (Qurʾān 71:1–28). Across these texts, 
floods serve both explanatory and prescriptive purposes: 

they account for catastrophe while teaching how to rebuild. 

Rebuilding Society: Covenant, Kinship, and Law 

After the floodwaters recede, the story shifts to 
reconstruction. God’s covenant with Noah, symbolized by 

the rainbow, functions as a constitutional act: it establishes 
limits on violence, guarantees ecological stability through 
regular seasons, and reaffirms moral obligations. 

Noah’s sons repopulate the earth, establishing new tribal 
and ethnic identities. Sacrifices are offered to re-sanctify 
the world, reaffirming priestly authority and ritual norms. 

In essence, the flood story encodes social and legal 
structures: teaching who has authority, how communities 
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are sustained, and which moral and ecological boundaries 
must not be  

Noah as a Mirror of Divine Nearness 

Among the most enduring spiritual archetypes in the 
Qur’an—and indeed in all Abrahamic traditions—is the 
story of Noah (Nūḥ). In Ibn ʿArabī’s Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam, Noah 

is not treated merely as a historical prophet, but as a mirror 
of the Divine Self (al-nafs al-ilāhiyyah): that aspect of God 

which engages creation through both mercy and correction. 

Noah embodies a paradox—an intimacy with the Divine 
forged through solitude, and a closeness that blossoms in 
the shadow of rejection. His life is not only the narrative of 

the Flood, but of unwavering care, enduring love, and the 
painful surrender of detachment. This is the Wisdom of 

Divine Intimacy (al-Uns): a nearness that is gentle yet 
steadfast, a companionship that remains when all others 
turn away. 

The Meaning of al-Uns— Divine Intimacy 

In Arabic, uns connotes warmth, familiarity, and tender 
closeness. When applied to the Divine, it signifies a state in 
which: 

• The heart remembers God with quiet constancy. 

• One feels accompanied by the Divine even amid 
social abandonment. 

• God is no longer an idea, but a living, present 
Companion. 

Noah’s intimacy with God was not forged through 

communal harmony, but through a solitude stretching 
across centuries. For nine hundred and fifty years (Qur’an 
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29:14), he called his people—patiently, persistently—only 
to be met with rejection. Yet this was not neglect by God; it 

was refinement by God. 

Noah as a Manifestation of the Divine Self 

For Ibn ʿArabī, the Divine Self is that living aspect of God 
which warns, purifies, and nurtures. It is revealed through 

the prophets: 

• Enduring patience. 
• Sorrow at humanity’s turning away. 

• Relentless call to truth despite dismissal 

As William Chittick notes, divine severity—when it 
appears—is always rooted in care. Noah’s warnings were 
not threats, but merciful attempts to awaken hearts heavy 

with veils. Love is not always tender; sometimes it must 
dismantle what obstructs the soul’s return to the Real. 

The Inner Meaning of the Flood and the Ark 

Ibn ʿArabī reads the Flood and Ark not merely as history, 

but as symbols: 

Symbol Inner Reality 

The Ark 
The sanctified heart—the vessel of divine 
knowledge. 

The Flood 
The overwhelming tide of ego, illusion, 
and heedlessness. 

The 

Animals 

Inner drives, instincts, and emotional 

forces. 

The 
Believers Aspects of the soul attuned to divine light. 

The 

Journey 

The spiritual path of dissolution and 

rebirth. 
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The Ark is constructed in stillness, plank by plank, in a 
heart stabilized by divine remembrance. The Flood is not 

vengeance but the symbolic death of the false self—a 
dissolution that allows the truth to rise anew. As in nature, 

where decay births new life, so in the soul, the ego must 
drown for the spirit to ascend. 

Destruction as Mercy 

When Noah prayed, “My Lord, do not leave upon the earth 

from among the disbelievers anyone at all” (Qur’an 71:26), 
his words might seem harsh. Yet in Ibn ʿArabī’s reading, 
this was not human frustration but divine insight: 

• The people’s inner faculties had sealed shut. 

• Their rejection was existential, not temporary. 

• Their hearts had chosen darkness over light. 

In such cases, divine mercy may take the form of a great 
purging—wiping away the forms that block renewal. Like a 
forest fire clearing deadwood or a cosmic collapse giving 

rise to new creation, destruction here is an act of 
purification, not punishment. 

The Archetype of the Warner (Nadhīr) 

Noah’s role as a nadhīr—a warner—is central. His mission 

was not to instill fear, but to awaken a sleeping soul from 
ghaflah (forgetfulness). True warning in the Qur’anic sense 

is an expression of compassion. Noah did not relish the 
Flood; he wept for his people, pleaded for their awakening, 
and waited with patience. Divine warning is always the 

voice of care, not condemnation. 
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The Pain of Losing His Son 

The most poignant moment in Noah’s story is his son’s 
refusal to board the Ark: “I will take refuge on a 

mountain.”  Noah replied: “There is no protector today 
from the command of God except the one to whom He 

gives mercy.” (Qur’an 11:43) 

The son was swept away. Noah’s intimacy with God did 
not shield him from grief. Ibn Arabī reminds us: 

• Divine intimacy does not erase human tenderness. 

• The enlightened heart still mourns. 

• Friendship with God includes surrender to the 
mysteries beyond comprehension. 

This grief makes Noah’s story profoundly human, showing 
that sorrow is not a sign of distance from God, but an 

aspect of being near to Him. 

Scientific Metaphors of the Flood 

Seen through a cosmological and psychological lens: 

• The Flood is entropy—the breaking down of 
the old to make way for the new. 

• The Ark is preserved potential—like stem 
cells or quantum fields carrying the blueprint 
of renewal. 

• The ego dissolves like worn DNA strands, 
making space for the pure soul to regenerate. 

Noah becomes the preserver of the sacred code, carrying 

truth across the ocean of illusion. 
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The Inner Flood in Every Soul 

Noah’s story is not merely an ancient record—it is the 
journey of every soul: 

• The Flood is the storm of distraction, delusion, and 
ego. 

• The Ark is the inward sanctuary, built in stillness 
before the crisis arrives. 

• The command to build is the command to prepare 
the heart now, before the waters rise. 

When the storm comes, only the heart already anchored in 
divine intimacy will remain afloat. 

Death of the Lower Self 

In Ibn ʿArabī’s metaphysics, the nafs ammārah—the 
commanding ego—must die for the nafs muṭmaʾinnah—the 
soul at peace—to emerge. Noah’s mission is this spiritual 

process: 

• Falsehood is drowned. 

• Truth is preserved. 

• The Divine Face is unveiled. 

This is not punishment—it is the necessary clearing that 

makes awakening possible. 
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Lessons from the Wisdom of Noah 

 

Conclusion: The Tenderness of Divine Intimacy 

The Wisdom of Divine Intimacy teaches that God draws 
nearest in solitude. Divine friendship is not forged in 

applause, but in the quiet construction of the inward ark. 

Noah’s legacy is not the storm but the stillness at its heart. 
His Ark still sails—through history, through the soul—
offering refuge to all who prepare in the sunlight before the 

clouds gather. 

He built the Ark when the skies were clear. 

When laughter filled the air. 

When no rain was in sight. 

This is his wisdom: Prepare before the trial, for when the 

flood of illusion comes, only the heart anchored in intimacy 
will remain afloat. 

 

 

 

Insight Realization

Destruction as Mercy Loss can conceal renewal.

Patience of the Divine God grants the soul many chances before the flood.

The Inner Ark Salvation is cultivated within, never imposed from outside.

Warning as Love Divine care challenges the illusions we cling to.

The Flood Within Every soul must face its storm to meet the Real.
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The Ark in the Sunlight 
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Beneath the skies where no cloud swam, 

No whisper yet of wrath to come, 

He shaped the Ark with patient hands, 

Plank by plank on sunlit sands. 

 

They laughed, they jeered, they turned aside, 

While tides of mercy swelled inside; 

For Noah knew the storm’s design— 

Its rage was love in stern disguise. 

 

He called them softly, year by year, 

Through deserts deaf, through hearts austere; 

His voice the echo of the Friend, 

Whose warnings wound but only mend. 

 

Nine centuries and half a score, 

He knocked on each unyielding door; 

Their walls were stone, their hearts were clay, 
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And still he prayed they’d find the Way. 

 

For uns—divine and tender flame— 

Is not the ease of fleeting fame; 

It walks with those the world forgets, 

And shines in nights the sun has set. 

 

It is the warmth that fills the lone, 

The Presence felt, though none are shown; 

It is the hand unseen, yet near, 

That stills the tide of inner fear. 

 

The Ark he built was more than wood— 

It was the heart’s own fort of good; 

The nails were trust, the beams were prayer, 

Its keel was truth laid pure and bare. 

 

The Flood was not blind wrath unfurled, 
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But waves that cleansed a weary world; 

It came to drown the self’s deceit, 

That truth might rise on steady feet. 

 

He saw the beasts in ordered pairs, 

The passions tamed by one who cares; 

He saw the faithful, few yet true, 

Whose souls were lit with heaven’s hue. 

 

Each boarding soul a note in rhyme, 

Carried beyond the edge of time; 

The Ark became a moving psalm, 

Through storm’s wild hymn, through mercy’s calm. 

 

But love is not without its grief— 

The hand must open for release; 

He called his son, the waves replied, 

The mountain could not stem the tide. 
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The father’s tears were salt and prayer, 

For even prophets taste despair; 

Yet in the flood his heart was told: 

To let is love, to trust is hold. 

 

O soul, your Flood is daily near— 

The tides of noise, the storms of fear; 

Your Ark is silence, nailed with Name, 

Its sails are trust, its mast the same. 

 

Do not begin when clouds are black— 

The planks are shaped in the sunlight’s track; 

For when the waters rise in haste, 

No ship is built; no keel is placed. 

 

The lower self must die to give 

The higher soul its chance to live; 
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The Flood will take what weighs you down, 

And leave you light for heaven’s crown. 

 

Destruction hides a mercied hand, 

That clears the soul like rain-washed land; 

And warnings are but love’s disguise, 

That wakes the dreamer from his lies. 

 

So build, O heart, in still, clear hours, 

Before the dark, before the showers; 

For when the flood of self has come, 

Only the moored in uns will run. 

 

The Ark still sails in every age, 

From heart to heart, from page to page; 

It waits for those who hear the call— 

To build in peace before the fall. 
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Couplet refrain: 

Prepare in light, before the rain— 

For love will cleanse through joy and pain. 

  



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

254 

Chapter 4 

Idrīs (Enoch) – The Wisdom of Exaltedness  

Al-ḥikmah ʿUluwiyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch)  

The Coming of Prophet Enoch (Idrīs): The Dawn of 

Sacred Civilization 

Prophet Enoch (Idrīs, peace be upon him) appeared in the 

early post-Adamic age — a pivotal era when humanity 
began transitioning from primitive tribal existence to the 
first forms of organized civilization. His advent met 

historical, political, socioeconomic, and metaphysical needs 
simultaneously, marking a profound turning point in the 

evolution of human consciousness. 

The Historical Context 

In Enoch’s time, humankind was awakening to new 
possibilities — discovering writing, astronomy, tailoring, 

and craft. Yet this rise in material knowledge was 
accompanied by moral decline and forgetfulness of the 
Divine. Enoch’s mission was to restore the sacred axis 

within this new civilization — to ensure that the progress of 
intellect remained rooted in spiritual remembrance. 

The Political and Ethical Foundation 

Before the emergence of kings and empires, Idrīs embodied 

the archetype of sacred authority. His leadership 
demonstrated that true governance must arise from divine 
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wisdom rather than worldly power. Through his teaching of 
law, ethics, and order, he established the prophetic model 

of just and enlightened leadership — rule guided by 
knowledge and righteousness. 

The Sanctification of Labor and Economy 

Socioeconomically, Idrīs transformed human labor into an 

act of worship. He taught people to measure, record, and 
organize — sanctifying the crafts and laying the foundation 

of economic life grounded in moral discipline. In this way, 
he turned survival into a vocation and labor into devotion, 
preventing inequality by linking work to ethical 

responsibility. 

The Metaphysical Elevation of Humanity 

Metaphysically, Enoch represents the soul’s ascent toward 
divine realization. The Qur’an describes him as “raised to 

a high station” (19:57) — a symbol of consciousness 
transcending material limitation through knowledge and 
purity. In him, intellect and revelation converged, 

embodying what may be called the Wisdom of Elevation: 
the integration of heaven and earth, mind and spirit. 

Thus, Enoch stands as the prototype of a civilization guided 

by divine knowledge, justice, and inner ascension — a 
model upon which all later prophetic missions would build. 

Enoch and the Evolution of Consciousness  

After the passing of Abel and the fall of Cain, Seth (Shīth) 

continued Adam’s sacred legacy, preserving the flame of 
divine remembrance through worship and wisdom. His 
mission was restorative — to sustain spiritual 

consciousness after humanity’s first moral rupture. 
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But as generations passed, humanity grew in number and 
complexity. Settlements expanded, crafts and agriculture 

developed, and with them arose the first signs of social 
hierarchy and material ambition. Spiritual preservation 

alone was no longer sufficient; humankind now required 
structure, knowledge, and discipline to harmonize its 
growth with divine order. 

The Mission of Idrīs 

It was in this context that Idrīs was sent — not merely as a 
preserver of the sacred, but as an architect of divine 
civilization. The Qur’an describes him as: 

• “Truthful and a prophet” (19:56) 

• “Exalted to a high station” (19:57) 

Islamic tradition attributes to him the introduction of 

writing and literacy, the teaching of astronomy and 
mathematics, the art of tailoring, and the establishment of 
moral and social systems. 

Where Seth safeguarded the flame, Idrīs expanded it — 

transforming pure remembrance into organized wisdom and 
conscious order. 

Why His Coming Was Necessary 

The coming of Idrīs filled a vital gap between survival and 

meaning. After Seth, humanity was spiritually alive but 
lacked the tools to structure and sustain its awakening. 

Without disciplined knowledge and moral law, growth 
would have descended into chaos. 

Idrīs thus became the bridge between primitive existence 
and prophetic civilization — bringing foresight, discipline, 
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and sacred knowledge. He taught humanity to balance 
material progress with spiritual purpose, ensuring that 

learning served illumination rather than domination. 

Before his time, society suffered from: 

• The absence of formalized knowledge systems (a 
culture reliant on memory). 

• Weak social regulation — morality without 
structure. 

• Limited foresight — living reactively rather than 
purposefully. 

• The fragility of inherited revelation — divine truths 
at risk of being lost in material pursuit. 

Through Idrīs, these deficiencies were transformed into the 

foundations of sacred order. He raised civilization itself 
toward the heavens, becoming both the scientist of divine 

law and the mystic of cosmic ascent. 

In Idrīs, humanity learned not merely to live — but to 

live consciously. 

 

Dimension Crisis of the Era Idrīs’s Function Outcome

Historical
Rise of early civilization 

without moral direction

Teach writing, 

astronomy, ethics

Civilization guided by 

divine wisdom

Political Absence of just leadership

Establish divine 

authority before 

kingship

Prototype of sacred 

governance

Socioeconomic
Emerging inequality and 

materialism

Sanctify work, order 

society

Economy rooted in justice 

and purpose

Metaphysical
Spiritual descent of 

mankind

Restore the path of 

ascent through 

knowledge

Human consciousness 

elevated toward divine 

union
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The Wisdom of Sanctity in the Word of Idrīs (Enoch) 

Idrīs—The Saint of Ascension and Sacred Science 

In the celestial chain of prophets presented by Ibn ʿArabī, 

Idrīs—known in the Biblical tradition as Enoch—stands as 
a luminous and enigmatic figure. Though mentioned only 
briefly in the Qur’an, his presenc 

e radiates immense metaphysical depth: 

“And mention Idrīs in the Book. Surely, he was truthful, a 

prophet. And We raised him to a high station.”  (Qur’an 
19:56–57) 

This high station is both literal and symbolic. Idrīs is not 

merely a prophet who ascended to the heavens; he is the 
archetype of sanctity (qudsiyyah)—the perfected soul rising 

above illusion, ego, and fragmentation, into direct intimacy 
with the Divine. 

For Ibn ʿArabī, Idrīs is not simply a messenger but a 
sanctified being: a gnostic (ʿārif), a sage who unites deep 

spiritual realization with the sciences of the cosmos, 
becoming a living bridge between heaven and earth. 

Sanctity (Qudsiyyah)—The Nature of Holy Being 

The Arabic root quds carries the meanings of purity, 

holiness, and transcendence. It shares its origin with one of 
God’s Names—al-Quddūs (The Most Holy), the One 
utterly free from imperfection. 

The Wisdom of Sanctity is: 
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• A soul so refined it mirrors Divine Light without 
distortion. 

• A state in which the ego dissolves, unveiling the 
Real. 

• A spiritual clarity where the human becomes a 
pure vessel of Divine manifestation. 

Holiness here is not ritualism or moralism alone—it is 
ontological transparency. The sanctified soul offers no 
resistance to the Divine current; it becomes its clear 

channel. 

Idrīs embodies this: one who lives in the world but is not 
bound by it, whose heart becomes the ʿArsh—the Throne—

of the Real. 

Idrīs—Prophet of Sacred Science and Transcendence 

Tradition holds that Idrīs was the great-grandfather of Nūḥ 
(Noah), a direct ancestor in humanity’s chain. Yet his 
greater distinction lies in being the first: 

• To write with the pen. 

• To chart the movements of the heavens. 

• To measure time and proportion. 

• To lay the foundations of astronomy, mathematics, 
and medicine. 

In him, sacred wisdom and worldly sciences converge. For 
Ibn ʿArabī, this unity is essential: without sanctity, 

knowledge fragments into ego-driven pursuit; with sanctity, 
knowledge becomes a ladder to the Divine. 
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The Ascent—A Metaphor for Inner Realization 

Idrīs’s ascent is not merely a celestial voyage—it is the 
soul’s journey from multiplicity to unity, from perception 

clouded by self to vision clear with Divine Presence. 

Each stage of the ascent strips away a veil of ego: 

• God shifts from being a distant Other to an 
intimate, living Presence. 

• Knowledge transforms from discursive reasoning 
to maʿrifah—direct, unveiled gnosis. 

• The knower becomes the very locus of the 
Known’s self-disclosure. 

In this, Idrīs becomes the forerunner of the awliyāʾ—the 

Friends of God, whose purified being reflects the Real. 

A Scientific Metaphor—Light, Gravity, and the 

Collapse into Unity 

Modern physics offers a striking image. In Einstein’s 

cosmos, light bends around gravity; when a star collapses 
into a singularity, it becomes a black hole. 

Idrīs’s being is like a soul collapsing into Divine Unity—

yet unlike a black hole, which absorbs all, he radiates like a 
white hole, streaming sacred light outward. His gravity 
bends reality around him; his heart becomes a microcosm 

of the cosmos, his ascent dimensional rather than linear. 

The Purified Heart—The Throne of God 

Ibn ʿArabī echoes the saying: “The heart of the believer is 
the Throne of the All-Merciful. 
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When purified, the heart: 

• Reflects Divine Reality like a polished mirror. 

• Receives inspiration without distortion. 

• Becomes a site of kashf (unveiling) beyond mere 
thought. 

Idrīs’s wisdom springs not only from study but from the 
inner illumination of the heart. He is the ʿārif—the knower 

by Divine Light. 

Sanctity—The Summit of Spiritual Rank 

In Ibn ʿArabī’s vision, wilāyah (sanctity) in some aspects 
surpasses nubuwwah (prophethood): 

• The prophet conveys God’s message. 

• The saint reflects God’s being. 

Prophethood is mission-oriented; sanctity is existence-
oriented. Idrīs embodies both, uniting the task of messenger 

with the presence of the sanctified. 

The Human as a Living Temple 

The story of Idrīs reminds us: 

• The human is a microcosm of creation. 

• The body is not a prison but a temple for Divine 
descent. 

• When sanctified, the soul becomes the mirror in 
which God contemplates Himself. 

This is not myth but metaphysical anthropology—the 
blueprint of the perfected human. Idrīs shows us we are not 
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slaves to the world, but its sanctified governors in the 
Name of the Real. 

Idrīs in the Circle of Sanctity 

Ibn ʿArabī places Idrīs among the invisible Circle of 
Saints—souls attuned to Divine Will, forming the hidden 
axis around which the cosmos turns. 

This Circle: 

• Guards sacred knowledge across ages. 

• Transmits truth through presence as much as 
through word. 

• Links heaven and earth in a perpetual chain of 
guidance. 

Idrīs stands as an eternal prototype of sanctified humanity. 

Lessons from the Wisdom of Idrīs 

1. Sanctity is the condition for true knowledge. 
Purity removes the ego’s distortion, allowing real 
vision. 

2. The soul is made to ascend. Spiritual growth is 
not adding but returning to our true nature. 

3. Science and spirituality must reunite. One speaks 
the language of creation, the other of the Creator. 

4. Ascension is transformation, not escape. It is 

rising within the world by seeing it through God’s 
light. 

5. The heart is the true ladder. When purified, it 
joins heaven and earth. 
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The Holy Ladder Within 

The wisdom of Idrīs is not an invitation to depart the world, 
but to rise within it. 

Rūmī’s words capture the essence: 

“You are not a drop in the ocean—you are the entire ocean 
in a drop.” 

Idrīs lived this truth. 

• Heaven is not above—it is within. 

• The ladder is built not of stars but of presence, 
silence, and surrender. 

• Ascension is not flight but falling inward into the 
Real. 

• To reach God, one need not abandon the world—
one must see it as His reflection. 

Conclusion—The Sanctity of Being 

Through Idrīs, Ibn ʿArabī unveils the reality of sanctified 

existence: 

• Heart and intellect united in clarity. 

• Time dissolved into timelessness. 

• The body transformed into a temple of light. 

Sanctity does not renounce the world—it redeems it. It 
purifies the soul until breath itself becomes remembrance, 

silence becomes sanctuary, and presence becomes 
illumination. 

Idrīs calls us to remember: 
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When the heart is clear, the heavens descend. 

When the soul is light, the world becomes sacred. 

And in that clarity, the human no longer walks upon the 

earth— 

he walks with the Real, in stillness, light, and truth. 

The Holy Ladder of Idrīs 
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In the scroll of the stars, your name is scribed, 

Idrīs, where earth and the heavens have vied, 

A prophet, a sage, in the silence enrolled, 

Whose breath turns dust into rivers of gold. 

 

The Qur’ān whispers—truthful, raised high, 

A station beyond where the falcons fly, 

Not height in miles, but depth in the soul, 

Where fragments dissolve and the One makes whole. 

 

You wrote with the pen before tongues had learned, 

Measured the orbits, the planets that turned, 

Weighed out the hours, the seasons, the flame, 

Saw all the worlds in the One Holy Name. 

 

Sanctity crowned you—not rites alone, 

But a heart where the All-Merciful’s throne was grown, 

A mirror unblemished, reflecting the Real, 
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Where veils are torn and the wounds can heal. 

 

Your ascent was no ladder of wood or of rope, 

But a climb through the self till there’s nothing to cope, 

A shedding of skins till the soul stands bare, 

In the breathless light where God is the air. 

 

Not a black hole drawing all into night, 

But a white fountain streaming the light, 

Your gravity curved both time and space, 

Till the cosmos bowed to your heart’s embrace. 

 

Among the awliyāʾ, the circle concealed, 

You guard the truths that time has sealed, 

Turning the wheel with a silence profound, 

So the world keeps spinning, though none hear the sound. 

 

And your teaching still rings in the chambers of the mind: 
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The ladder you seek is the heart refined, 

The heaven you crave is the inward sphere, 

The farthest ascent is to stand right here. 

 

O Idrīs, you show what the soul can be— 

Not a slave to dust, but the dust set free, 

When the heart is polished, the heavens descend, 

And the walk with the Real has no beginning or end. 
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Chapter 5 

Abraham (Ibrāhīm) – The Wisdom of the Heart  

Al-ḥikmah Qalbiyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → Shem → 
Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → Serug → 
Nahor → Terah → Abraham 

The Necessity of Prophet Ibrahim’s Arrival Following 

Prophet Noah: A Historical and Political Perspective 

The story of human civilization after the flood of Prophet 
Noah (Nuh) begins with a paradox. On one hand, the flood 

served as a cosmic cleansing, resetting human history and 
reducing humanity to a remnant that could begin anew. On 

the other, within only a few generations, the spiritual clarity 
Noah had restored began to dissipate. People repopulated 
the lands of the Fertile Crescent—stretching across 

Mesopotamia, the Levant, and the Nile corridors—but the 
unity of conscience and submission to divine order soon 

gave way to old cycles of corruption, idolatry, and 
injustice. Into this environment of disorder and 
fragmentation, Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) emerged as a 

necessary figure, charged with re-establishing monotheism 
and resetting the trajectory of human history. 

Post-Flood Civilization and Its Discontents 

In the centuries following Noah, societies rebuilt 

themselves amidst the rich river valleys of Mesopotamia 
and beyond. This period aligns with the early Bronze Age, 
when agriculture stabilized and city-states like Ur, Uruk, 



Sam Mohsin 

269 

Kish, and Lagash rose to prominence. Centralized 
authority, technological advancements, and the beginnings 

of codified laws brought material progress. Yet beneath the 
surface, spiritual disintegration reigned. 

Ancient records such as the Atrahasis Epic and the 

Sumerian King Lists reflect recurring patterns of moral 
decay and leadership failure. Communities rebuilt their 
physical infrastructure but neglected the moral and spiritual 

foundations Noah had laid. Polytheism returned, idols 
multiplied, and the worship of celestial bodies and man-

made objects replaced devotion to the Creator. The world 
was materially flourishing but spiritually impoverished—
ripe for prophetic correction. 

The Geopolitical Landscape of the Near East 

By the time of Ibrahim’s birth, the Near East had become a 
mosaic of city-states and tribal confederations. Ur in 
southern Mesopotamia, Harran in the north, and Babylon 

further west exemplified the political sophistication of the 
era. These societies were rich in commerce, architecture, 

and culture, but their spiritual life was dominated by 
ritualized polytheism. 

Harran, for instance, where Ibrahim spent part of his early 
life, was a renowned center for the worship of the moon 

god. Religious institutions and temples not only shaped 
spiritual life but also underpinned political authority. Kings 

claimed semi-divine status, presenting themselves as 
intermediaries between humans and the gods, while rituals 
reinforced hierarchies and preserved the power of elites. 

This fusion of political despotism and idolatry created deep 

injustices. Prosperity existed for the ruling classes, while 
the broader society languished in inequality and moral 
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confusion. The ethical framework Noah had introduced was 
all but forgotten. It was precisely within this world that 

Ibrahim’s prophetic mission became essential—to 
reestablish divine unity and liberate human beings from 

spiritual and political subjugation. 

A Social and Moral Vacuum 

The post-flood societies of the Near East illustrate what 
might be called a “spiritual entropy.” Communities that had 

inherited Noah’s teachings regressed into idolatry and 
relativism. Social norms were shaped less by justice and 
universal ethics than by tribal loyalty and power dynamics. 

Laws became arbitrary, serving the interests of rulers rather 
than the moral order of creation. 

Religion itself was fragmented. Polytheism was not merely 

personal devotion; it became institutionalized, embedding 
itself into economic systems, civic rituals, and statecraft. 
This created oppressive hierarchies and spiritually hollow 

societies. In this vacuum, a figure was required who could 
cut through the layers of corruption and remind humanity 

of its higher calling. That figure was Ibrahim. 

Historical Episodes that Justified Ibrahim’s Mission 

Several defining episodes from Ibrahim’s life illustrate why 
his mission was not only necessary but inevitable within 
this historical and political context. 

1. The Idolatry of Ur: Born into a society immersed in 
idol worship, with his own father, Azar (Terah), 
engaged in idol-making, Ibrahim directly challenged 

the prevailing spiritual economy. His rejection of 
idols was not only theological but also political: it 
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undermined a system where rulers and priests 
derived their authority from false gods. 

2. Confrontation with Tyranny: Ibrahim’s call to 
monotheism was also a challenge to despotic rule. 

City-state kings often justified their power through 
divine claims. By affirming the oneness of God and 
denying human beings any share in divinity, Ibrahim 

destabilized the ideological foundations of tyranny. 
3. Migration to Harran and Canaan: Ibrahim’s 

movement across Mesopotamia and into Canaan 
mirrored broader migratory patterns of the era. But 
his journey had a deeper meaning: it symbolized the 

spread of monotheism into multiple centers of 
idolatry. His migration ensured that his message was 

not confined to one city-state but resonated across 
regions. 

4. Sacrifice and Submission: Perhaps the most iconic 

episode of Ibrahim’s life was his willingness to 
sacrifice his son in obedience to God. This act 

established a radical ethic: divine guidance, not 
human decree, is the highest source of moral 
authority. In a world dominated by kings who 

demanded absolute loyalty, Ibrahim’s submission to 
God alone represented a revolutionary shift in 

consciousness. 

The Strategic Necessity of Ibrahim 

Ibrahim came long after the death of Noah. Ibrahim’s 
mission carried profound historical and political 
significance. First, he consolidated religious truth by re-

centering humanity on monotheism. This provided a 
unifying moral framework in contrast to the fragmented 

and exploitative polytheistic systems of the time. 
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Second, by challenging idol worship, Ibrahim undermined 
the legitimacy of regimes that depended on false religion to 

justify their rule. His message implicitly destabilized the 
oppressive political order of Mesopotamia and Harran, 

opening the way for societies to imagine justice beyond 
dynastic control. 

Finally, Ibrahim established a prophetic lineage that 
ensured the continuity of divine guidance. Through his sons 

Ishmael and Isaac, and their descendants, the arc of 
prophecy extended to Moses, David, Jesus, and ultimately 

Muhammad. Ibrahim was thus not only a reformer for his 
own generation but the anchor of a transhistorical 
movement toward ethical monotheism. 

The Wisdom of Experience in the Word of Abraham 

(Ibrāhīm) 

Abraham—The Friend, The Seeker, The Lover 

“I do not love those that set.” — Abraham, Qur’an 6:76 

Abraham (Ibrāhīm) stands in Islamic tradition as 

Khalīlullāh, the intimate Friend of God. But for Ibn ʿArabī, 
he is far more than a historical patriarch—he is the 
embodiment of the seeker, the lover, the metaphysician, 

and the scientist of the soul. His wisdom is the wisdom of 
direct experience (ʿiyān), born not of hearsay or imitation, 
but of a heart tested in the fire of Divine love. 

This chapter is not about Abraham as a distant prophet—it 
is about Abraham as an archetype dwelling within every 
sincere seeker. He shows us how truth is unveiled not 

through doctrine alone, but through the transformative 
alchemy of love, questioning, surrender, and vision. 
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Abraham’s Lineage and Context: A Legacy of 

Ascension 

Islamic tradition places Abraham well after Idrīs (Enoch), 

who is often seen as an early prophet, perhaps the great-
grandfather of Noah. Idrīs represents sanctity and 

ascension, while Abraham represents a different path—the 
path of love-born knowledge. While Idrīs ascends through 
purity, Abraham rises through experience. Both are steps in 

the soul’s journey toward the Real. 

Faith Through Experience, Not Inheritance 

Ibn ʿArabī begins with a challenge to blind faith. Most 
people inherit religion—they follow what is handed down. 

Abraham, however, is the seeker who dares to ask, to 
wonder, to doubt: 

“When night came upon him, he saw a star and said, ‘This 

is my Lord.’ But when it set, he said, ‘I do not love those 
that set.’” (Qur’an 6:76) 

He turns to the moon, then the sun—each more powerful 

than the last. But when they too vanish, he rejects them all. 
Not because he is confused, but because he is teaching his 
people and us: 

Do not mistake the transient for the Eternal. 

This is not the ignorance of a man looking for God in 

celestial bodies. It is the deliberate, pedagogical journey of 
a soul eliminating false absolutes. He discards one level of 

reality after another, until only the Unseen remains. 
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ʿIyān: The Wisdom of Direct Vision 

The chapter is titled ḥikmat al-ʿiyāniyyah—the wisdom of 
seeing with one’s own eyes. 

This is a sacred epistemology: 

• Not just ʿilm (knowledge from books or teachers), 
• But ʿiyān—truth confirmed through lived, inward 

vision. 

Abraham does not simply learn God exists—he encounters 

the Divine through trials. He walks through fire, both literal 
and spiritual, and emerges purified. Knowledge becomes 

being. Knowing becomes becoming. 

As Ibn ʿArabī might say: 

“Reading about fire is not the same as being burned by it.” 

Fire and the Seeker: Trial as Transformation 

Abraham is thrown into the fire for destroying idols. But 
the Qur’an records a miracle: 

“We said, ‘O fire, be coolness and peace upon Abraham.’” 

(Qur’an 21:69) 

Ibn ʿArabī interprets this fire not merely as physical 
punishment, but as the crucible of spiritual transformation: 

• The fire represents separation from comfort, 

convention, and ego. 
• It becomes cool because Abraham is already ablaze 

with Divine love. 
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The real fire had already consumed him—his ego, his 
attachments, his resistance. 

The Sacrifice: Love’s Ultimate Trial 

Perhaps the most heart-wrenching story is the command to 
sacrifice his son. This is no simple act of obedience—it is 
the severing of even divinely-given joy for the sake of the 

Beloved. Ibn ʿArabī reads it as a test of fanāʾ—the 
annihilation of all that is not God. 

• The son represents the love of the world. 

• The knife is surrender. 

• The ram is Divine mercy. 

And in that moment, Abraham rises from lover to Friend. 

He proves that love for God outweighs every other love, 
and God honors that love by giving it all back, transfigured. 

Subūḥiyya: Dawn, Glorification, and Light 

In a deeper metaphysical layer, Ibn ʿArabī speaks of 

subūḥiyya—the luminous wisdom of glorification. 
Abraham glorifies God not just with words but with his 

life, declaring through every act: 

“Nothing is like unto Him.” 

“I do not love that which fades.” 

His journey mirrors the dawn (ṣubḥ)—dispelling the 
darkness of illusion. His glorification is not merely ritual 

praise; it is the soul’s declaration that only God is worthy 
of ultimate love. 
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Love as the Axis of Creation 

Ibn ʿArabī reminds us of the divine Hadith: 

“I was a Hidden Treasure, and I loved to be known.” 

Abraham reflects that love back. He searches for the 

Beloved through stars, moon, and sun—not to stop at them, 
but to pass through them. His soul is a mirror for the Divine 
Face. 

The Science of Spiritual Evolution 

Abraham is not just a mystic—he is a metaphysical 
scientist: 

• He tests reality like a physicist. 
• He moves from form to essence, from matter to 

meaning. 
• He falsifies idols—religious, social, and cosmic—

until only God remains. 

Just as quantum physics moves beyond particles to 
invisible fields, Abraham moves beyond the visible lights 
to the invisible Source. 

The Paradox of the Lover 

Abraham teaches the central paradox of spiritual love: 

• The more you give up, the more you are given. 
• The more you lose, the more you gain. 
• The more you dissolve, the more you are made 

whole. 
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This is the heart of surrender (islām)—to lose yourself is to 
find the Friend. 

The Practical Path: Walking the Way of Abraham 

For seekers today, Abraham is the living guide. His path 
offers this blueprint: 

1. Question what you inherit — Doubt is not sin; it 
is sincerity. 

2. Observe deeply — Let the world teach you what it 
cannot contain. 

3. Reject the finite — Forms fade; truth endures. 
4. Seek God beyond forms — Through silence, inner 

fire, and longing. 

5. Surrender attachments — Even holy ones. 
6. Be alone with God — And become the Friend. 

Abraham: Lover, Friend, Witness 

Ibn ʿArabī’s Abraham is: 

• The eye that sees beyond appearances.                                                                                                     

• The heart that burns with truth.                                                                                                                       
• The hand that let’s go of the world, and finds 

everything in the Beloved. 

He is not just a prophet—he is the human soul at its most 
awakened. 

Scientific & Spiritual Reflection: Light Beyond Sight 

Abraham’s rejection of the star, moon, and sun parallels 

how we transcend visible light to access the full 
electromagnetic spectrum: 
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• The physical senses perceive only a sliver of reality. 

• Faith, like science, pushes beyond perception into 
the unseen. 

In quantum physics, we shift from certainty to probability, 

from concrete form to pure potential. Abraham walks the 
same metaphysical curve—from the seen to the Real, from 
the image to the Essence. 

Abraham teaches us that: 

• Faith is not inherited—it is discovered. 

• Love is not a feeling—it is surrender.  

• God is not a conclusion—He is Presence. 

Like the dawn, his life signals the end of night. Like the fire, 

his heart blazes without harm. And like the knife, his trust 

cuts illusion from the Real. 

We can map Abraham’s path as a staircase of awareness: 

 

  

Stage Description

Perception Observing reality (star, moon, sun)

Discernment Seeing their limitation and turning away

Direct Seeing Discovering God through absence

Trial Fire of rejection and solitude

Surrender Sacrificing even the beloved in obedience

Friendship Becoming “Khalīl Allāh” – the Friend of
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The Lover’s Fire: A Poem on Abraham’s Journey 

 

I.The Seeker’s Birth: A Flame Is Lit 

In lands where idols filled the skies, 

A child of dust began to rise— 

Not through the scrolls of ancient lore, 

But love that burned at reason’s core 

He questioned stars and moons that shone, 

Then watched them fade, and stood alone. 

He spoke, not out of disbelief, 
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But longing veiled beneath the grief. 

“I do not love what comes and goes; 

I seek the Source the spirit knows.” 

 

II. The Heir of Fire: From Idrīs to Flame 

Idrīs had soared through sacred light, 

A saint ascending out of sight. 

But Abraham walked through the coal, 

Where trial carved the shape of soul. 

 

He climbed not skies by virtue’s flight, 

But plumbed the dark to birth the light. 

Where Idrīs rose in saintly calm, 

Ibrāhīm burned in love’s alarm. 

 

III. The Mirror of Truth: Vision Through Fire 

Not book, nor word, nor borrowed name— 

He touched the truth through trial and flame. 

This was no tale of passive trust— 

He shattered forms and rose from dust. 

He taught: “Let idols fall apart— 

You’ll find the Real within your heart.” 
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And when the fire around him roared, 

The flame within had loved the Lord. 

“O fire,” God said, “be cool, be peace”— 

For love had made the burning cease. 

 

IV. Celestial Falsification: Beyond the Lights 

He watched the star, so bright, so small, 

Then watched it fade and saw its fall. 

He turned unto the moonlit sphere, 

Its beauty bright, yet still not clear. 

 

And then the sun—a blazing throne— 

But still, his heart felt all alone. 

He turned from each, and each did set, 

A lesson: “Form is not it yet.” 

Like science testing each new claim, 

He moved through worlds to find the Name. 

 

V. The Sacrifice: Where Love and Mercy Meet 

He dreamt a dream too sharp to bear— 

A knife, a son, a silent prayer. 

But in that scene of deep distress, 
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Lay God’s own test of loveliness. 

 

The son was joy, the knife was fate, 

The altar was the heart’s own gate. 

Yet when he raised the blade above, 

The ram appeared—a gift of love. 

For those who give their all and trust, 

The Lord returns their gift as just. 

 

VI. Dawn’s Declaration: Subūḥiyya’s Light 

His soul became the morning ray 

That drives illusion’s night away. 

He praised not just in chants or speech, 

But with a life that dared to reach. 

 

“I do not love the things that die— 

I seek the One no bounds can tie.” 

His path was not a pious rite— 

It was the break of inner light. 

 

VII. The Hidden Treasure: The Lover’s Echo 

“I was a Treasure, loved to be known…” 
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And Abraham, alone, alone, 

Reflected back that secret gleam 

That pulse at the core of the dream. 

 

He sought not sun, nor star, nor stone, 

But passed through all to find the Throne. 

He was the eye behind the veil, 

The breath of love that would not fail. 

 

VIII. The Scientist of Spirit 

He tested truth like one who knows 

That all is field, and nothing glows 

But what the eye of the heart can see— 

The light beyond geometry. 

 

Beyond the atom’s dancing guise, 

Beyond the photon’s quick disguise, 

He sought the root, the flame, the Whole— 

The quantum in the seeker’s soul. 

 

IX. The Paradox of the Friend 

He lost, and yet he gained it all. 
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He knelt—and stood above the fall. 

He wept—and found eternal bliss. 

He bled—and felt the Lover’s kiss. 

 

This is the paradox of flame: 

To lose yourself is not to shame, 

But find the One you always were— 

The stillness deep inside the stir. 

 

X. The Blueprint of the Awakened Way 

O soul who walks through doubt and dust, 

Begin, like him, in sacred trust. 

Question the stars, reject the lie. 

That light which sets is truly high. 

 

Let silence shape your inner creed, 

Let longing be your only need. 

And when the world dissolves like sand, 

Reach not for form—but for the Hand. 

 

XI. The Friend of God: Beyond the Name 

He is the eye that sees the Real, 
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The heart that burns, the wound that heals. 

He is the hand that lets things fall, 

And in that loss, receives it all. 

 

Not just a prophet robed in time, 

But Love’s own echo, Truth’s own rhyme. 

The journey’s end, the path, the flame— 

The seeker who became the Name. 

 

Final Reflection: The Dawn of the Heart 

No map, no guide, no spoken thread— 

Just love to light the path ahead. 

The fire kissed him like a breeze, 

The knife revealed love’s hidden keys. 

 

He gave up joy, he gave up fear, 

He gave up self—and found God near. 

Not by belief, nor signs above— 

But by surrendering to Love. 

 

And in that trust, the gates all swung— 

The stars withdrew, the song was sung. 
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For he had walked where few had trod, 

A lover who became the Friend of God. 
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Chapter 6 
Isaac (Isḥāq) – The Wisdom of Laughter  

Al-ḥikmah Suḥḥiyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 

Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 

Serug → Nahor → Terah → Abraham → Isaac 

If Ismā‘īl (Ishmael) was already present as a prophet and 

heir of Abraham’s mission, why was Isaac (Isḥāq) also 

necessary? Why did two prophetic lines need to run 

parallel? Let’s unpack this historically, politically, socially, 

and metaphysically in sequence. 

The Necessity of Isaac Amid the Presence of Ismā‘īl 

Abraham’s Mission and the Dual Lineage 

Abraham’s life was about establishing a universal covenant 

of monotheism that could transcend bloodlines and local 

traditions. Yet, humanity was still fractured across regions 

and civilizations. 

• Ismā‘īl embodied the covenant in Arabia, among 

desert tribes—scattered, stateless, prone to 

fragmentation. 

• Isaac carried the covenant in Canaan/Palestine—

geopolitically central, contested by empires, 

culturally more developed, yet equally prone to 

idolatry and political corruption. 

Both sons were necessary to anchor Abraham’s message in 

different civilizational contexts—one tribal and nomadic, 

the other agricultural and imperial. 
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The Political-Social Landscape of Isaac’s World 

By the time of Isaac’s emergence: 

• Canaan was a crossroads between Mesopotamia and 

Egypt—two of the most powerful empires of the 

time. This region was constantly pulled into 

conflicts, invasions, and cultural domination. 

• Idolatry was institutionalized—temples, shrines, 

fertility cults, and priesthoods controlled much of 

the sociopolitical order. Religion was weaponized 

to serve dynasties. 

• Tribal infiltration and land disputes were rampant, 

as migrating peoples (Amorites, Hittites, 

Philistines) sought land and dominance in Canaan. 

• Moral decline showed in the exploitation of 

peasants, ritual prostitution, and the sacrifice of 

children to deities like Moloch. 

This high-entropy environment demanded a prophetic 

figure who could stabilize faith in the midst of imperial, 

urban, and agricultural life and continue on to the evolution 

of consciousness—something Ismā‘īl, stationed in Arabia, 

was not positioned to do. 

Why Isaac Was Necessary Even with Ismā‘īl Present 

• Geographic Distinction: Arabia and Canaan were two 

different theaters of human civilization. Ismā‘īl’s 

mission was localized to desert tribes; Isaac’s mission 

addressed settled agrarian societies at the crossroads of 

empires. 

• Different Social Pathologies: 

• Arabia’s chaos = lawless tribal vendettas, scarcity, and 

idol fragmentation. 



Sam Mohsin 

289 

• Canaan’s chaos = institutionalized oppression, ritual 

corruption, and imperial exploitation. 

• Strategic Continuity: Abraham’s covenant had to 

survive in both wilderness and empire. Without Isaac, 

the Abrahamic line in Canaan would have been 

extinguished, leaving that geopolitical center entirely 

to idolatrous cults. 

• The Need for a Stable Ancestral Line: Isaac’s lineage 

(through Jacob/Israel) became the genealogical and 

spiritual foundation for a settled community (Bani 

Isra’īl), while Ismā‘īl’s line prepared Arabia for the 

final revelation. Both trajectories were critical to the 

evolution of consciousness. 

Sequence of Chaos Requiring Isaac’s Prophethood 

1. Post-Abraham Transition: With Abraham aging, there 

was a risk that his vision would dissipate without new 

prophetic stewards. 

2. Rise of Imperial Pressures: Mesopotamian and 

Egyptian powers exerted cultural and religious 

dominance over Canaan. Without a prophet, the 

covenant would be diluted. 

3. Canaanite Religious Corruption: Fertility cults and 

sacrificial systems distorted the human-divine 

relationship. The social fabric was entangled in fear-

based worship. 

4. Family and Tribal Rivalries: Within Abraham’s 

extended kinship, succession disputes and territorial 

conflicts could unravel the covenant. 

5. Isaac’s Role: He preserved the Abrahamic faith in 

Canaan, transmitted it to Jacob, and thereby stabilized 

a prophetic chain in a politically volatile region. 
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Metaphysical Dimension: Dual Archetypes 

• Ismā‘īl = Archetype of sacrifice and surrender in the 

wilderness; his consciousness template taught humility, 

survival, and the endurance of faith amid scarcity. 

• Isaac = Archetype of continuity and covenantal 

inheritance in the land of civilizations; his 

consciousness template taught patience, rootedness, and 

moral clarity amid political and cultural complexity. 

The two together ensured that the Abrahamic project did 

not collapse into one-sidedness. Without Ismā‘īl, faith 

would have had no desert renewal; without Isaac, it would 

have had no civilizational anchor. 

                             

The Wisdom of the Truth of Certainty in the Word of 

Isaac 

Introduction: Isaac—Stillness, Unity, and the Truth of 

Certainty 

In the cosmic tapestry of Fusūs al-Ḥikam, each prophet 

reveals a unique facet of Divine Wisdom. In Ishāq (Isaac, 

peace be upon him), Ibn ʿArabī sees the embodiment of 



Sam Mohsin 

291 

ḥaqq al-yaqīn—the Truth of Certainty. Isaac represents not 

the fire of trial or the storm of passion, but the quiet 

unfolding of divine promise, the inner peace that arises 

when faith matures into direct vision. 

Isaac’s life flows with tranquility, unlike the dramatic trials 

of his father Abraham or brother Ishmael. His birth was 

itself a miracle—an event that shattered the boundaries of 

worldly causality and confirmed the unchanging reliability 

of the Divine Word. Isaac is the prophet of joy after 

hardship, of clarity after long uncertainty, and of unity 

revealed through multiplicity. 

The Miracle of Birth and the Ontology of Divine Mercy 

Isaac was born to aged parents long past the natural 

possibility of childbirth. Sarah’s laughter (Qur’an 11:71) 

upon hearing the glad tidings was not disbelief, but the 

joyful rupture of expectation—a soul rejoicing in the 

impossible becoming real. This miraculous birth was not a 

random event, but the manifestation of God’s Promise 

fulfilled through sabr (patience) and yaqīn (certainty). 

For Ibn ʿArabī, this moment carries metaphysical weight. 

The soul, when it traverses the wilderness of doubt and 

barrenness, becomes fertile for the descent of divine mercy. 

The birth of Isaac becomes a symbol of the descent of 

Divine Light into the soul—a cosmic event echoed in every 

seeker’s journey when the veil is lifted, and the Real dawns 

like a sunrise within. 

The Truth of Certainty: Three Degrees on the Path of 

Knowing 

Drawing from Qur’anic epistemology, Ibn ʿArabī 

distinguishes three ascending levels of certainty: 
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1. ʿIlm al-Yaqīn – The Knowledge of Certainty: 

Knowledge acquired through signs and transmitted 

reports. 

2. ʿAyn al-Yaqīn – The Eye of Certainty: Direct 

witnessing of truth, like seeing the fire rather than 

only hearing of it. 

3. Ḥaqq al-Yaqīn – The Truth of Certainty: Becoming 

one with reality—like feeling the fire’s heat or 

being consumed by it. 

Isaac personifies the third and final stage, where the 

distinction between knower and known dissolves. It is no 

longer belief in God—it is being illuminated by Him. Isaac 

is the soul that no longer seeks because it has already 

found, and what it has found is not theoretical but 

ontologically real. 

Isaac as the Gentle Prophet of Unity and Peace 

Unlike Abraham, who breaks idols, or Ishmael, who 

embraces the knife, Isaac’s role is contemplative. His 

wisdom is subtle, inward, and luminous. He represents the 

dimension of prophecy that does not strive to conquer the 

outer world, but harmonizes the inner self with the Divine 

Real (al-Ḥaqq). 

Isaac is the spiritual archetype of the inward seer, the 

knower who has inherited divine light—not through 

struggle, but through spiritual readiness and Divine grace. 

His serenity is not passivity, but the clarity that arises from 

complete trust in the Real. His stillness is the fruit of one 

who has seen through the veil of appearances and rests in 

the One behind the many. 
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Seeing Unity in Multiplicity: The Metaphysical Core 

A cornerstone of this chapter is the insight that divine unity 

does not erase multiplicity, but is the ground from which all 

multiplicity arises. Isaac’s vision pierces through the forms 

of creation and perceives the One Light behind all 

appearances. 

This echoes Ibn ʿArabī’s famous teaching: 

“The Real (al-Ḥaqq) appears in every form but is not 

confined by any.” 

Just as sunlight reflects in countless mirrors, each creature 

reflects a unique name or attribute of God. Isaac recognizes 

these as sacred, but he is not deceived into mistaking the 

mirror for the Sun. His perception remains rooted in the 

Essence, not the form. 

This is the eye of tawḥīd—seeing God in every form 

without reducing Him to any. 

Scientific Metaphor: Unity in the Quantum Field 

Modern physics offers a beautiful analogy. In quantum 

field theory: 

• All particles are manifestations of unified underlying 

fields. 

• Multiplicity arises from vibration within a single field 

of being. 

• Space, time, matter, and energy are diverse 

expressions of one underlying reality. 

Just as all physical diversity emerges from a single unifying 

field, so all of creation arises from the Real (al-Ḥaqq)—
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diverse, yet One. Isaac’s wisdom is to dwell in that field-

awareness, never becoming lost in the particles. 

Inheriting the Divine Light: Isaac and Gnosis 

Isaac is not only the bearer of tranquility but also the 

inheritor of Abrahamic light. While Ishmael symbolizes 

active surrender, Isaac represents: 

• The contemplative path, 

• The still unfolding of wisdom, 

• The preservation of sacred truths passed from heart 

to heart. 

His is a wisdom of gnosis (maʿrifah)—not earned by 

conquest, but received through purity of vessel. In this 

sense, Isaac becomes the prototype of the spiritually 

receptive soul, the one who carries Divine secrets gently 

and humbly. 

The Names of God: Many Facets, One Light 

Creation reveals God through His Names—The Merciful, 

The Just, The Generous, The Wise. To the outward eye, 

these appear as many, but the eye of Isaac sees them as 

refractions of a single Divine Light. 

Like white light refracting through a prism into colors, the 

Essence unfolds through the Names. Isaac’s vision sees the 

colors, but never forgets the invisible whiteness behind 

them.                                                                                                                                            

This is the Isaacian lens: to honor every Name without 

losing the One who bears all Names. 
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Mirror and Light: The World as Divine Reflection 

Ibn ʿArabī often compares the world to a mirror and God to 

the Face looking into it. Each being reflects a unique facet 

of the Divine Reality. Isaac’s wisdom lies in: 

• Honoring each reflection without worshipping it, 

• Seeing every form as a sign without being veiled by 

it, 

• Remaining aware of the Face behind the mirror. 

This delicate balance protects the seeker from two 

extremes: 

• Idolatry—mistaking form for source, 

• Denial—rejecting the sacredness of the forms. 

Isaac teaches the middle path: presence without attachment, 

clarity without confusion. 

Stillness as Worship: Certainty Beyond Conflict 

Isaac’s station reveals a mode of devotion that is not loud 

or outwardly heroic—it is worship through witnessing: 

• A stillness that mirrors the tranquility of cosmic 

order, 

• A quiet that is not silence, but vibrational alignment 

with the Divine, 

• A surrender that does not cry out but simply rests in 

God. 

It is the calm after the storm, the eye of certainty that sees 

clearly because all dust has settled. 
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Spiritual Map: Isaac in the Arc of the Prophetic 

Journey- To understand Isaac’s role, consider this sacred 

progression: 

 

Isaac’s wisdom is for the seeker who has traversed fire and 

flood, who now tastes the fruition of faith and lives in 

stillness of being. 

Joy as a Spiritual Station: Divine Fulfillment 

Isaac’s life reveals that joy (farḥ) is not a superficial 

emotion but a deep, sacred station. It is the joy of tajallī—

the unveiling of God in the heart. It is the ecstasy not of 

getting something, but of being illumined from within. 

“Indeed, the friends of God—there is no fear upon them, 

nor do they grieve.” 

— Qur’an 10:62 

Isaac is not a voice of fire or command, but of serenity and 

divine intimacy. He is the Friend of the Friend, the 

flowering of trust, the smile of the heart that has seen the 

truth and now simply dwells in it. 

Conclusion: The Light After the Trial 

Prophet Symbolizes…

Adam Manifestation of Divine Form

Seth Inner inheritance

Noah Perseverance amidst denial

Idrīs Ascension and spiritual elevation

Abraham Faith through inner vision and trial

Ishmael Surrender and sacrifice

Isaac Peaceful clarity and fulfillment
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Isaac represents the truth of certainty—not in the storm, but 

in its aftermath. He is the sign of God’s fulfilled promise, 

the serenity that arises when faith is no longer an aspiration 

but a realization. 

His wisdom is the calm gaze of the heart, the unity felt in 

every breath, the knowledge that the Real is always present, 

and all diversity is His veil. 

“God’s promise is always true.” 

— Qur’an 10:55 

And Isaac is its living proof. 

The Stillness of Certainty: Isaac’s Song  

Beneath the sky’s eternal dome, 
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Where stars in silent order roam, 

There walks a prophet, not with flame, 

But with a whisper of the Name. 

 

Not storms, nor knives, nor idols fall, 

His path is peace that swallows all; 

No battle-cry, no blood-stained hand, 

Just stillness deep as promised land. 

 

From barren womb and wrinkled years, 

A joy was born to end all fears; 

Sarah laughed—not in disdain, 

But for the Sun that split the rain. 

 

For what is time before the Will? 

A frozen stream the Word can fill; 

The soul long dry, the heart long bare, 

Becomes a garden in His care. 

 

Some hear the fire through reports, 

Some see it blaze in sacred courts; 

But Isaac knows—he feels its heat, 
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The Truth in every pulse’s beat. 

 

ʿIlm al-Yaqīn—belief by sign, 

ʿAyn al-Yaqīn—when visions shine, 

Ḥaqq al-Yaqīn—no “me” remains, 

Just One Light flowing through the veins. 

 

He looks, and all the forms are one, 

The mirrors many—Face is none; 

The colors burst, yet all are white, 

The prism dances in His Light. 

 

Multiplicity is not a lie, 

It is the way the One will sigh; 

Each breath, each leaf, each drop of rain, 

Repeats His Name in a sweet refrain. 

 

Like particles in hidden streams, 

All forms arise from formless beams; 

The field unseen, yet all things grow 

From waves that only sages know. 

So Isaac rests where currents blend, 
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He knows the Source, he needs no end; 

No fragment tempts his gaze away— 

The Field is here, in night and day. 

 

No climbing peaks, no breaking seas, 

Just worship like the summer breeze; 

A quiet joy, a gentle flame, 

The heart repeating just one Name. 

 

His prayer’s the hush when wind has died, 

The calm when clouds no longer hide; 

The joy that blooms when veils are torn, 

The bliss of being newly born. 

 

Adam bore the form Divine, 

Seth received the hidden sign; 

Noah braved the flood’s despair, 

Idrīs rose through realms of air; 

Abraham saw visions burn, 

Ishmael bowed with no return; 

Isaac stands in fields of grain, 

The promise kept, the joy made plain. 
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He watches wheat in ripples bend, 

He feels the start inside the end; 

The Subtle speaks in shifting gold, 

The One appears, yet can’t be told. 

 

And in that gaze the heart is sure: 

The Real alone shall e’er endure. 

God’s promise lives, the veils are thin— 

And every song returns to Him. 
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Chapter 7 
Ishmael (Ismāʿīl) – The Wisdom of Sacrifice  

Al-ḥikmah Qurbāniyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 
→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 
Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 

Serug → Nahor → Terah → Abraham → Ishmael 

The Necessity and Mission of Prophet Ismā‘īl (Ishmael): 

The Birth of Sacred Order in Arabia 

Prophet Ismā‘īl (Ishmael), the elder son of Abraham 

(Ibrāhīm), born to Hagar, occupies a pivotal role in the 

continuum of divine history. Thirteen years older than his 

half-brother Isaac (Isḥāq), born to Sarah, Ismā‘īl’s life and 

mission marked a distinct yet complementary path in the 

Abrahamic story. While Isaac inherited the covenantal line 

that would flourish in Canaan through Jacob (Ya‘qūb) and 

the Israelites, Ismā‘īl became the patriarch of Arabia — the 

forefather of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم — embedding 

divine remembrance in a land bereft of spiritual and social 

order. His mission unfolded not merely as an act of lineage, 

but as a response to the historical, political, and metaphys ica l 

conditions of his time. 

In the ancient Near East, the Fertile Crescent — 

encompassing Mesopotamia, Canaan, and Egypt — was 

dominated by empires, priesthoods, and dynasties that used 

religion as an instrument of control. Idolatry, hierarchy, and 

divine kingship replaced true monotheism. Arabia, by 

contrast, stood apart: vast, tribal, and fragmented. Without 

centralized authority, the region was governed by the 

shifting codes of clan loyalty and the relentless struggle for 
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survival. Blood-feuds, resource disputes, and cycles of 

vengeance defined daily life, while the desert’s harshness 

fostered both independence and insecurity. In this moral and 

social vacuum, the revelation through Ismā‘īl became a 

civilizational necessity — a sacred intervention to align a 

chaotic society with divine purpose. 

Arabia’s condition reflected not only political disunity but 

also spiritual amnesia. Its tribes shared ancestry and 

language, yet lacked a common moral or religious 

framework. Idolatry had taken root in various forms — the 

worship of celestial bodies, spirits, and tribal deities — each 

reinforcing division rather than unity. Social inequality 

flourished; justice favored the strong, and the weak were 

often neglected or exploited. Women and children suffered 

in a system where might dictated right. Into this fractured 

landscape, Ismā‘īl brought the principle of tawḥīd — the 

oneness of God — and infused the tribal ethos with the 

sanctity of law, compassion, and moral accountability. 

The divine wisdom behind Ismā‘īl’s placement in Arabia 

was deliberate. Abraham and Ismā‘īl together established the 

Ka‘bah in Mecca as a center of worship — a symbolic axis 

between heaven and earth, between the desert’s barrenness 

and divine abundance. Yet the Ka‘bah alone could not 

sustain meaning without a prophetic presence to integrate its 

message into social life. Raised among the Arabs, fluent in 

their customs and struggles, Ismā‘īl embodied both their 

spirit and Abraham’s covenant. He was the bridge — the 

insider who carried a transcendent mission. His teachings 

provided the tribes with a moral compass, redirecting their 

energies from vengeance to virtue, from pride to surrender. 

Through him, the desert found a spiritual anchor. 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

304 

Ismā‘īl’s prophethood also carried profound metaphys ica l 

symbolism. His willingness to be sacrificed by his father 

became the archetype of surrender to divine will — the 

essence of islām. In a society driven by ego and tribal pride, 

this act redefined strength as submission and transformed 

sacrifice into the highest expression of love and faith. The 

spiritual psychology of Arabia shifted: the self was no longer 

measured by dominance, but by devotion. 

Thus, Ismā‘īl’s mission was not confined to his time; it 

prepared the ground for the culmination of revelation 

through his descendant, Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. He translated 

Abraham’s universal monotheism into the language of the 

desert, embedding divine consciousness within the social 

DNA of Arabia. By infusing discipline into freedom, 

morality into strength, and remembrance into survival, he 

transformed a fragmented people into potential bearers of 

divine truth. Without Ismā‘īl, Arabia might have remained 

an unanchored periphery — but through him, it became the 

cradle of the final message to humanity. 

The Wisdom of the Heart and Elevation in the Word of 

Ishmael (Ismāʿīl) 

Ḥikmat al-Qalbiyyah wa-l-ʿUlūw fī Kalimat Ismāʿīliyyah 

Ishmael and the Sacred Heart of Surrender 

In the cosmology of Ibn ʿArabī, prophets are not merely 

historical figures; they are eternal archetypes, each 

embodying a unique facet of Divine Wisdom (ḥikmah). 

Ishmael—firstborn of Abraham—is the symbol of pure 

surrender (islām) and elevation (ʿulūw) through the 

annihilation of selfhood. His wisdom is twofold: it resides 

in the heart (qalb) and reveals itself through spiritual 

ascent. 
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Ibn ʿArabī calls this the Wisdom of the Heart because 

Ishmael does not merely obey the Divine Will; he aligns his 

entire inner being with it. His heart becomes the altar of 

sacrifice, the mirror of Divine reflection, and the throne of 

love and trust. Simultaneously, his story reflects the 

Wisdom of Elevation—not in the sense of physical or 

hierarchical rising, but in ontological ascent: the soul 

transcending illusion and ego, returning to its source in the 

Real (al-Ḥaqq). 

The Heart (Qalb) as the Inner Temple 

The qalb in Islamic metaphysics is not the emotional heart, 

but the spiritual organ of perception—the inner sanctuary 

where God reveals Himself. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

“Truly, in the body is a piece of flesh: if it is sound, the 

whole body is sound… that is the heart.” 

According to Ibn ʿArabī: 

• The heart is the throne upon which the Divine sits. 

• It is the mirror that reflects the Names of God. 

• It oscillates between the unseen (ghayb) and the 

seen (shahādah), acting as a bridge between the 

finite and the infinite. 

Ishmael represents the human heart that has reached perfect 

attunement—a heart emptied of all but God, where 

surrender is not submission to an external command, but 

resonance with the deepest Truth. 

Ishmael’s Response: The Voice of the Perfect Heart 

When Abraham tells Ishmael of his vision to sacrifice him, 

the boy replies: “O my father, do as you are commanded. 
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You will find me, if God wills, among the patient.” (Qur’an 

37:102) 

This brief verse encapsulates a vast ocean of spiritual 

meaning. Ishmael becomes the voice of the heart that trusts, 

that yields without resistance, and that offers itself 

willingly to the Divine without negotiation. There is no 

plea, no fear—only trust, patience (ṣabr), and a radiant love 

that dissolves the ego. 

This is not passive obedience. It is active, luminous 

surrender—a sacred yes to the Beloved, even when that yes 

demands one’s life. 

Sacrifice and the Altar of the Self 

Ibn ʿArabī insists that the true altar of sacrifice is the heart: 

• It is in the heart that attachments die. 

• It is in the heart that illusions are burned. 

• It is in the heart that the knife must fall, severing the 

self from selfhood. 

This is the meaning of fanāʾ—the annihilation of the ego so 

that the Divine may fully appear. Ishmael’s willingness to 

be sacrificed is thus the paradigm of inner transformation. 

When the heart surrenders completely, the outer act 

becomes unnecessary. 

“God ransomed him with a great sacrifice.” (Qur’an 

37:107) 

The ram was substituted because the real sacrifice had 

already occurred—not on the mountain, but in the soul. 

 

 



Sam Mohsin 

307 

The Paradox of Elevation Through Surrender 

Ishmael’s story is not about descending into death, but 

ascending into divine proximity. This is the paradox of 

spiritual elevation: 

• One rises by descending into humility. 

• One is exalted by embracing servanthood 

(ʿubūdiyyah). 

• One becomes noble by annihilating the illusion of 

separation. 

As Chittick clarifies, elevation is ontological—a return 

from multiplicity to unity, from form to essence (ṣūrah to 

maʿnā). Ishmael’s soul rises not because of status, but 

because it no longer claims to exist apart from the Divine. 

Scientific Resonance: Alignment with the Divine 

From a modern scientific lens, we may liken Ishmael’s 

state to resonance: 

• When two systems vibrate at the same frequency, 

they enter coherence of resonance  

• In this alignment, dissonance vanishes and harmony 

arises. Ishmael becomes a vessel of spiritual 

resonance: 

• His will is no longer at odds with God’s. 

• His heart is in phase with the Divine frequency. 

• Like coherent light forming a laser, his surrendered 

soul becomes a beam of pure submission. 

This is spiritual physics: the ego resists, but the surrendered 

self flows—and in that flow, one ascends, and it is 

ontological. 
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Sacrifice as Spiritual Alchemy 

The act of offering oneself becomes a transmutation of 

being. The ego—heavy, base, and chaotic—is refined by 

the fire of surrender. As in spiritual alchemy: 

• The base metal (nafs) is melted. 

• The dross (illusion) is removed. 

• The gold (spirit) shines forth. 

Ishmael becomes the gold purified in the crucible of trust. 

The fire does not consume him—it reveals him. And thus, 

he is elevated—not by power, but by purity. 

The Kaaba and the Heart: Sacred Architecture 

Tradition holds that Ishmael and Abraham raised the 

Kaaba—the House of God on Earth. This symbolizes that 

the surrendered heart is the Kaaba of the soul: 

• The Kaaba is directionless and pure. 

• It has no ornamentation—just like the ego-less 

heart. 

• It stands in silence—just as Ishmael stood before 

sacrifice. 

To build the Kaaba is to construct a space within oneself 

where no idol remains, where no self remains—only God. 

“There is no god but God”—not merely a phrase, but a 

lived reality within the heart that has emptied itself of all 

else. 

The Unity of Will: Human and Divine 

Ishmael’s wisdom teaches us that true freedom lies in the 

unity of will: 
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• Not “what I want” vs. “what God wants.” 

• But “I want what God wants.” 

At this stage, surrender is not capitulation—it is liberation. 

Like a drop reuniting with the ocean, the will dissolves into 

Divine Intent. 

This is the meaning of elevation: to be no longer divided. 

To act not from self-interest, but from Divine impulse. To 

speak not from ego, but from Essence. 

The Sufi Path: Fanāʾ and Baqāʾ 

In the Sufi tradition, Ishmael’s station aligns with: 

1. Fanāʾ – Annihilation of the self in God. 

2. Baqāʾ – Subsistence in God after annihilation. 

Ishmael represents the peak of fanāʾ: 

• He lets go of his identity. 

• He lets go of his life. 

• He lets go of his will. 

In this emptiness, God alone remains. Ishmael is not 

extinguished into nothingness—but into Everything. His 

heart becomes a divine mirror through which the Real 

reflects. 

Ishmael in the Prophetic Arc 

Seen within Ibn ʿArabī’s prophetic sequence, each prophet 

manifests a distinct mode of divine wisdom: 
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The Ascent of the Silent Heart 

                                 

In lands where silence kissed the sand, 

A prophet stood with knife in hand, 

While stars bore witness overhead, 

To hearts that spoke what lips ne’er said. 

No storm of fear, no tear, no plea, 

Just stillness vast as endless sea— 

For Ishmael, the pure, had known, 
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The path to God is through one’s own. 

 

His words were fewer than the skies, 

Yet the truth was clear within his eyes. 

No need to argue, cry, or flee— 

His soul was tuned to Deity. 

 

He said: “O Father, do thy part, 

For God has spoken to your heart. 

And I, in love, shall not resist— 

For I am naught but what He willed.” 

 

The heart—the throne of all that lives, 

Receives the light the cosmos gives. 

Not flesh alone, but sacred flame, 

A mirror bearing God’s own Name. 

 

And Ishmael’s heart, devoid of guile, 

Was wide as dawn’s unending smile. 

It bore no self, no pride, no claim— 

But bowed before the Holy Name. 
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The blade approached—but time stood still. 

The test was not of blood, but will. 

The Real had never sought his breath, 

But that he die before his death. 

 

The ego cried—“Preserve! Defend!” 

The spirit sighed—“Surrender’s end.” 

And in that place where silence grew, 

The self withdrew, the soul broke through. 

 

No blood was shed, no wound was made, 

For truth had pierced more deep than blade. 

The ram was sent, the trial passed— 

But what was offered still would last. 

 

A heart that yields, a self that dies, 

Becomes a flame that never lies. 

It rises not by strength or height, 

But by dissolving into Light. 

 

From Kaaba’s stone to starlit dome, 

His story echoes through each home. 
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Not in his voice, but in his state, 

He shows the soul its truest gate. 

 

The House he built with Abraham, 

Is mirrored in the heart of man. 

Directionless, yet firm it stands— 

With no adornment made by hands. 

 

O seeker! Lay your burden down, 

Your fears, your fame, your golden crown. 

Let Ishmael walk you to the place 

Where hearts bow low before God’s Face. 

 

The knife is truth. The fire is trust. 

The altar’s built from self to dust. 

But from that dust, a flame shall rise— 

A self reborn with clearer eyes. 

 

This is the height that none can reach, 

Save through the silence prophets teach. 

The path to climb is first to fall, 

To lose the self that thinks it’s all. 
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Surrender is not death—it’s flight, 

The soul set free in God’s own light. 

To vanish is to rise anew, 

As drops dissolve into the Blue. 

 

So bow, O heart, and don’t resist— 

The blade is mercy’s unseen kiss. 

Be like the one who did not speak, 

Yet found the strength that none can seek. 

 

For in the fall, the soul ascends— 

And what begins in love, never ends. 

Ishmael’s gift is yours to find: 

The boundless heart, the deathless mind. 

 

Let go. Let burn. Let silence start. 

Ascend the path of the surrendered heart. 

The throne of God is not above— 

It dwells within the heart of love. 

 



Sam Mohsin 

315 

Chapter 8 
Jacob (Yaʿqūb) – The Wisdom of Light  

Al-ḥikmah Nūriyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 

Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 

Serug → Nahor → Terah → Abraham → Isaac → Jacob 

(Israel)                              

Coming Of Prophet Jacob (Yaʿqūb): The Architect of 

Covenant Consciousness 

After the age of Abraham and Isaac, humanity was still in 

the formative stages of organizing itself into tribes and 

early nations. The Fertile Crescent—stretching across 

Canaan, Mesopotamia, and Egypt—was marked by 

political instability, migrations, and competition for scarce 

resources. Amid this turbulence, the monotheistic light 

kindled by Abraham flickered precariously; polytheistic 

cultures surrounded his descendants, threatening to absorb 

and dilute the message of divine unity. Social disorder was 

spreading like entropy—disintegration of moral and 

spiritual coherence. The survival of the covenantal 

consciousness, which defined humanity’s link with the 

Divine, required renewal and structure. It was into this 

fragile context that Jacob (Yaʿqūb) emerged as the 

necessary inheritor and organizer of Abraham’s spiritual 

legacy. 

Jacob’s role was not merely to continue the lineage of Isaac 

but to transform the covenant from a family tradition into a 

collective destiny. Through him, the divine promise took 

root within a people, for Jacob became the father of the 
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Twelve Tribes of Israel. For the first time, faith in one God 

was institutionalized within a social body — transforming 

the covenant from an individual revelation to a communal 

consciousness. His life signified the expansion of sacred 

order: from patriarchal succession to collective identity. In 

contrast, his twin brother Esau represented the worldly and 

impulsive archetype, while Jacob embodied the 

contemplative and spiritually ascending one. Their struggle 

reflected the duality within humanity itself — between 

material appetite and divine aspiration. 

If seen through a metaphysical lens, Jacob’s mission served 

as a reversal of entropy. Where entropy signifies disorder 

and fragmentation, Jacob’s covenantal consciousness acted 

as negentropy — the principle that gathers scattered 

energies into harmony and meaning. He consolidated a 

family into tribes and tribes into a nation, transforming 

Abraham’s faith into an enduring structure. In this sense, 

Jacob anchored divine memory in the flow of time, 

ensuring that revelation would not dissipate into oblivion. 

His life marked the evolution of prophetic consciousness — 

from isolated patriarchs to a collective vessel capable of 

carrying divine law, preparing the ground for later prophets 

such as Moses, David, and Jesus. 

Without Jacob’s intervention, Abraham’s and Isaac’s line 

could have dispersed like Esau’s descendants, dissolving 

into the surrounding nations. Instead, Jacob provided 

sacred architecture: twelve sons, twelve tribes, and thus a 

framework resilient enough to survive history’s upheavals. 

His dream of the ladder at Bethel — with angels ascending 

and descending — revealed his metaphysical function as a 

bridge between heaven and earth, a symbol of 
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consciousness continuously evolving between divine order 

and human experience. 

At the deepest level, Jacob represents the archetype of the 

soul’s struggle. His very name, “the one who wrestles,” 

captures the essence of spiritual existence — the constant 

striving to transform chaos into clarity, instinct into 

illumination. When renamed Israel, meaning “the one who 

strives with God,” he became the emblem of humanity’s 

enduring journey: the effort to embody divine unity within 

the unfolding drama of history. Through Jacob, the 

covenant matured from a spark into a constellation — a 

living order of faith, struggle, and remembrance guiding the 

evolution of consciousness itself. 

Jacob — The Sovereign of the Spirit, the King of Grief 

and Trust 

Prophet Jacob (Yaʿqūb), the son of Isaac and grandson of 

Abraham, is one of the most emotionally profound and 

spiritually luminous figures in the Qur’an. While his son 

Joseph (Yūsuf) represents beauty and destiny, Jacob’s story 

is one of depth—a depth forged in grief, love, patience, and 

unwavering trust in the unseen. 

In Fusūs al-Ḥikam, Ibn ʿArabī ascribes to Jacob two forms 

of wisdom: 

• ḥikmat al-mālikiyyah — the Wisdom of 

Sovereignty, and 

• ḥikmat al-rūḥiyyah — the Wisdom of the Spirit. 

These are not separate but woven into one majestic soul. 

His sovereignty is not political, and his spirit is not 

abstract—it is the rule over the self and the resilience of 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

318 

love refined through loss. In Jacob, we find a soul that 

continues to trust, even when the world collapses. 

The Meaning of Sovereignty: Ruling the Self in Grief 

The Arabic word malikiyyah implies kingship, dominion, 

and ownership. But Ibn ʿArabī spiritualizes it: 

• It is not about ruling over others, but over one’s 

inner kingdom. 

• It is the mastery of the heart over the ego (nafs). 

• It is the soul’s alignment with the Divine Name al-

Mālik — The Sovereign. 

Jacob’s sovereignty lies in his ability to remain seated on 

the throne of trust, even as his kingdom—his family, his 

eyesight, his worldly joys—fall apart. He does not 

command armies. He governs his own soul. 

This is echoed in his famous words: 

“I only complain of my sorrow and grief to God, and I 

know from God what you do not know.”    (Qur’an 12:86) 

Here, sovereignty is not stoic denial of pain. It is beautiful 

patience (ṣabr jamīl), an anchored, noble acceptance of 

Divine unfolding. 

The Wisdom of the Spirit: Breath, Loss, and 

Illumination 

The Arabic rūḥ (spirit) is connected to the Divine breath 

itself: 

“I breathed into him of My Spirit.”  (Qur’an 15:29) 

For Ibn ʿArabī, the spirit is subtle, eternal, and always 

turned toward its Source. Jacob becomes the exemplar of 
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the rūḥānī being—he does not lose hope, because the spirit 

within him continues to perceive Divine nearness, even 

when the soul is drowned in sorrow. 

His grief is not a descent—it is an ascent through longing. 

His tears are not weakness—they are rivers carving a 

canyon through which light can flow. 

The Spirit Transfigured Through Grief 

Jacob weeps so deeply for Joseph that he loses his eyesight: 

“Grief has made my eyes white, and I do not complain to 

anyone but God.”  (Qur’an 12:84–85) 

But this blindness is symbolic. It is the closing of external 

sight and the opening of the eye of certainty (ʿayn al-

yaqīn). Ibn ʿArabī sees this as a shift in perception: the veil 

of the world is lifted, and the heart begins to see. 

This refined spiritual sight becomes evident when he says: 

“Indeed, I perceive the scent of Joseph, even if you think 

me lost.” (Qur’an 12:94) 

Jacob feels what others cannot see. This is the power of the 

awakened spirit—subtle, intuitive, and unwavering. 

The Paradox of Sorrow and Love 

Jacob’s wisdom lies in holding opposites together: 

• He grieves deeply—but never despairs. 

• He loves immensely—but without attachment. 

• He surrenders completely—but never becomes 

passive. 

This polarity is what Ibn ʿArabī often celebrates—the unity 

of opposites, where sorrow refines joy, and loss deepens 
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love. Jacob’s love for Joseph is not possessive—it is the 

mirror of Divine love. And through this love, purified by 

grief, Jacob draws nearer to the Source of all love. 

Love is not a distraction from God; When purified, it 

becomes the path to God. 

Trust in Divine Timing: Sovereignty Over Impatience 

Jacob never rushes Divine will. He does not try to force 

outcomes. He knows that the Divine script unfolds with 

precision and perfection. This is sovereignty over time 

itself—a patience that aligns with Divine rhythm. 

He instructs his sons: 

“O my sons, go and search for Joseph and his brother, and 

do not despair of God’s mercy. None despairs of God’s 

mercy except the disbelieving people.”   (Qur’an 12:87) 

This hope is not naivety—it is spiritual intelligence. It is 

the soul’s remembrance that mercy lies beyond the veil. 

Science Parallel: Spiritual Homeostasis 

Modern systems theory speaks of homeostasis—a system’s 

ability to maintain internal stability despite external 

disturbance. 

Jacob represents spiritual homeostasis: 

• His inner world remains stable, though his outer 

world collapses. 

• His grief expresses the human condition. 

• His trust connects him to the Divine pattern. 

• His inner vision allows him to perceive what lies 

beyond form. 
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Like a star maintaining its core fusion while shedding light 

into darkness, Jacob’s inner sovereignty radiates amid 

entropy. 

Archetype of the Sovereign Within 

Ibn ʿArabī often sees prophets as archetypes within us. So, 

what does the Jacob within you represent? 

• The inner king who remains faithful when 

something beloved is lost. 

• The spiritual self that governs sorrow without being 

consumed by it. 

• The hopeful heart that still waits for the scent of 

reunion. 

We all lose our “Joseph”—a dream, a love, a part of our 

soul. The Jacob within teaches us how to wait without 

despair, how to grieve without collapse, and how to trust in 

the One who orchestrates the return. 

Divine Ownership: Reflecting al-Mālik 

Jacob mirrors the Divine Name al-Mālik (The Sovereign). 

He lives with the deep knowledge that: 

• Nothing belongs to us—not even our children, our 

time, or our desires. 

• God is the true Owner of all things. 

• Surrender is not defeat—it is dignified nobility 

before the Infinite Sovereign. 

Jacob’s sovereignty is the surrender of a king who knows 

his place—and it is this humility that makes him noble in 

the sight of God. 

The Spirit Between Heaven and Earth 
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Jacob embodies the human spirit as a bridge between the 

temporal and eternal. 

• His grief pulls him downward into human 

vulnerability. 

• His love and trust elevate him upward into divine 

intimacy. 

• This tension refines the spirit. Ibn ʿArabī teaches 

that the spirit grows when it walks through fire 

without forgetting the Light. 

Jacob is that spirit. He remembers. He waits. And he rises. 

Practical Teachings from Jacob’s Wisdom 

1. Grief can sanctify Pain when rooted in love, 

polishes the soul. 

2. Hope is the spirit’s whisper. The spirit never forgets 

the Real. 

3. Blindness can open inner sight, when outer senses 

fail, the heart may finally see. 

True sovereignty is trust. Patience is not weakness—it is 

royal endurance. 

Love never dies. It deepens, purifies, and points us back to 

the Beloved. 

Final Reflections: The Silent Majesty of Jacob 

Jacob never ruled a land. He never sat on a golden throne. 

And yet—he ruled. 

• His throne was patience. 

• His army was tears. 

• His crown was his steadfast trust in Divine mercy. 
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Through him flowed a river of light—from Abraham to 

Isaac, to Joseph, to the nations that would follow. 

 

The Sovereign of Sorrow, the Spirit of Trust 

 

A Poetic Reflection on the Wisdom of Jacob (Yaʿqūb) 

In twilight’s hush where silence sighs, 

A prophet weeps beneath the skies. 

No crown, no sword, no throne of gold— 

Yet kingship in his grief unfolds. 

His palace is the aching chest, 
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Where longing beats and cannot rest. 

His kingdom is the quiet breath, 

That whispers God in the face of death. 

 

I. The Throne Within 

He ruled no lands, nor raised a wall, 

Yet sovereign stood through every fall. 

His sons confused, his vision gone, 

Yet still his spirit journeyed on. 

 

Not power drawn from earthly claim, 

But mastery of self and flame— 

He sat upon a throne unseen, 

Where soul is still, and grief is clean. 

 

“I only speak my grief to God,” 

He cried into the night’s façade. 

And in that cry, a realm was born— 

Where sorrow knelt, and light was sworn. 

 

II. Breath of the Beloved 

God breathed into the dust one spark, 
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A subtle light that pierces dark. 

That breath, the rūḥ, the soul’s own guide, 

Still sings in those who turn inside. 

Jacob, the one whose soul was flame, 

Who called on Mercy’s secret Name, 

While blind to form, he saw the Real— 

The scent of Yusuf he could feel. 

 

When others scoffed, “You’ve gone astray,” 

He smiled, “I know what God won’t say.” 

For vision born of worldly eye 

Cannot behold what spirits cry. 

 

III. The Alchemy of Grief 

His tears were not defeat, but wine— 

Distilled in patience, aged divine. 

Each drop that fell upon the earth 

Became a seed of future birth. 

 

Grief was the fire, and love the gold, 

That burned away what self would hold. 

The paradox that only a few 
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Can see: that loss reveals what’s true. 

 

For Jacob’s heart, though torn apart, 

Still held the shape of God’s own art. 

And from the fracture rose a flame 

That lit the heavens with his name. 

 

IV. Love Refined by Loss 

He loved his son—but not to bind, 

Not to possess, nor to define. 

His love was not a cage or chain, 

But prayer carved out of sacred pain. 

 

For love, when freed from grasp and claim, 

Becomes the path through which we name 

The One whose Love precedes all things— 

Who gives, who takes, who hides, who brings. 

 

Jacob’s yearning was no flaw, 

But mirror back Divine Law. 

And in his ache, his soul took flight, 

Beyond the veil, into the Light. 
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V. The Rhythm of Divine Timing 

He knew the clock was not his own, 

That God unfolds what He has sown. 

He did not rush the sacred script, 

Nor curse the scenes where joy was stripped. 

 

He taught his sons, with trembling breath: 

“Do not despair of God,” he saith. 

For only hearts that cease to see 

Forget their place in majesty. 

 

He ruled not time, but ruled desire, 

Quenched haste with trust, and grief with fire. 

He knew the sun would rise again— 

That Joseph’s face would end his pain. 

 

VI. Spirit in Equilibrium 

Like stars that shine through cosmic strife, 

His soul maintained its inner life. 

Though chaos stormed his outer skies, 

He walked in stillness, calm and wise. 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

328 

 

He was the system held in grace, 

Homeostasis in its place. 

Where entropy may gnaw and bite, 

Yet spirit holds its axis—light. 

 

In science, this is balance won; 

In Ja, this is soul undone— 

Undone from self, from fear, from shame, 

Till all that’s left is God’s own Name. 

 

VII. The Jacob Within 

O seeker—know, the tale is you. 

Your Joseph’s gone, your sky turns blue. 

You’ve lost what made your spirit sing— 

Now hear the silence where it rings. 

 

The Jacob in you still remains, 

A sovereign soul in love’s sweet chains. 

He teaches you to feel and wait, 

To mourn, to trust, to bow to fate. 
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When all seems gone, and sight is blind, 

Look not ahead—look deep behind. 

There burns the scent, the trace, the thread— 

The sign your Joseph’s not yet dead. 

 

VIII. Reflections of al-Mālik 

The Name al-Mālik fills his soul— 

The One Who owns the parts and whole. 

To know this truth is to be free, 

To bow in radiant dignity. 

 

Jacob held nothing—yet had all, 

Because he heard the subtle call: 

That nothing truly we possess, 

Except the grace in our regress. 

 

To let go well is to ascend, 

To fall into the arms of Friend. 

And Jacob fell—but fell with grace— 

Until he touched the Hidden Face. 

 

IX. Reunion in the Silence 
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He never cursed, he never fled, 

He crowned himself with trust instead. 

His kingdom: tears. His court: the night. 

His sovereignty: unshaken light. 

 

And then—at last—when time was due, 

The veil was torn. The scent blew through. 

Joseph returned, more fair, more bright— 

And Jacob wept in seeing light. 

 

For what we lose was never lost; 

It journeys ’round at sacred cost. 

And when the soul has paid its due, 

The lost returns in form anew. 

 

In the hollow of his chest, 

Where sorrow carved its dark behest, 

He found a door, a gate, a gleam— 

A place where spirit touched the stream. 

 

So cry—yet let your weeping heal. 

And wait—yet hold the truth as real. 
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And love—but let that love be vast, 

Unchained by fear, ungrasped, unmasked. 

 

For what God hides, He hides to give. 

And what seems gone, begins to live. 

And when your soul is ripe with flame— 

Your Joseph comes. God speaks your name. 
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Chapter 9 
Joseph (Yūsuf) – The Wisdom of Inspiration  

 Al-ḥikmah Rūḥiyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 

Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 

Serug → Nahor → Terah → Abraham → Isaac → Jacob 

(Israel) → Joseph 

 

Historical and Social Context of Why Joseph was 

Chosen as a Prophet of his Time 

• The family of Jacob was the seed of a future nation 

(the Children of Israel). But within the family, 

rivalry, jealousy, and division existed—especially 

between Joseph and his brothers. 

• Society at that time was tribal and patriarchal. The 

survival and strength of a people depended on unity, 

justice, and wise leadership. 

• Problem: Jacob’s household was fractured by envy 

and conflict. A prophet from among the brothers 

was necessary to heal this fracture and to prepare 

the lineage for survival and expansion. 

Political Context of Why Joseph Was Chosen as a 

Prophet of his Time 

• Egypt at the time was one of the greatest powers of 

the ancient world—militarily, politically, and 

administratively. 
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• The children of Israel, still a small and vulnerable 

clan, needed a way to survive in the shadow of this 

empire. 

• Joseph’s story—being sold into slavery, rising to 

power in Egypt, and then becoming vizier—gave 

Israelite history a direct link into the political heart 

of Egypt. 

• Joseph’s prophetic role was to integrate divine 

wisdom into the politics of empire, preserving his 

family and preparing them for their eventual growth 

into a nation. 

Economic Context of Why Joseph Was Chosen as a 

Prophet of his Time 

- The most central event in Joseph’s life is his ability to 

interpret Pharaoh’s dream of seven years of 

abundance followed by seven years of famine. 

- This was not just a spiritual act but an economic 

prophecy: 

- He created a system of grain storage and distribution. 

- This system not only saved Egypt but also the 

surrounding nations from famine. 

- Through it, Joseph became the instrument of survival 

for his own family, who migrated to Egypt seeking 

food. 

- Without Joseph’s economic wisdom, the Children of 

Israel might have perished or dispersed during 

famine. 
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Why Joseph, not the other 11 brothers? 

• Moral integrity: Joseph resisted temptation (the trial 

with the wife of the Egyptian official). This showed 

exceptional spiritual strength. 

• Forgiveness: Despite his brothers betraying him, 

Joseph forgave them and reunited the family. His 

role healed the divisions within Jacob’s house. 

• Prophetic foresight: His gift of dream interpretation 

symbolized deep insight into unseen realities—

spiritual and material. 

• Leadership qualities: Among his brothers, Joseph 

combined patience, resilience, vision, and wisdom 

in handling political and economic crises. 

• Symbolic destiny: His life itself mirrored the rise of 

the Israelites—falling into hardship, tested, and then 

exalted by God to prepare for their future 

nationhood. 

The Bigger Divine Plan 

• Prophets are not chosen by merit alone but by 

divine will. Still, their lives show why they were the 

best fit for their mission. 

• Joseph’s mission was bridge-building: 

• Between a fractured family and reconciliation. 

• Between a small tribal clan and a mighty empire. 

• Between survival during famine and the flourishing 

of a nation. 

• Thus, Joseph was necessary not just for his family, 

but for the future destiny of Israel as a people who 

would later receive the Torah through Moses. 
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Joseph — The Radiant Theophany of Divine Beauty 

In this chapter, Ibn ʿArabī presents Joseph (Yūsuf) as the 

embodiment of Divine Beauty (jamāl) and Divine Light 

(nūr). His narrative—detailed in Sūrat Yūsuf—is not 

merely a historical account, but a mystical template of the 

soul’s unfolding: from darkness to brilliance, from betrayal 

to unity, from outer form to inner illumination. 

Joseph’s beauty, insight, and forgiveness are tajalliyāt—

manifestations of God’s Names and Attributes in the world 

of form. His presence radiates divine light, not 

metaphorically alone, but ontologically—he becomes a 

mirror in which the Real (al-Ḥaqq) reveals itself. 

He is not merely a prophet of wisdom but a seer, a dreamer, 

and a visionary whose light travels through shadows, never 

fading, only refining. 

The Metaphysics of Light (Nūr): The Source of All 

Vision 

Light, in Ibn ʿArabī’s cosmology, is not physical energy—

it is the principle of intelligibility, the medium through 

which reality is known and seen. Just as the eye cannot 

function without light, the soul cannot perceive without 

Divine Illumination. 

“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.” (Qur’an 

24:35) 

Joseph is a vessel of this nūr. His capacity to interpret 

dreams, to forgive, to guide, and to radiate beauty—all 

stem from his inner connection to this Light. The light of 

Joseph is not his own; it is God’s Light refracted through 

the purity of his soul. 
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Dreams: Reflections of the Imaginal Light 

Joseph’s life begins with a dream: 

“O my father, I saw eleven stars, and the sun and the moon; 

I saw them prostrating to me.” (Qur’an 12:4)                                                                                                                                 

For Ibn ʿArabī, dreams are visions from the ʿālam al-

mithāl, the imaginal world—a real ontological domain that 

lies between the physical and the spiritual. Here, divine 

meanings take symbolic form. 

Joseph does not merely see dreams—he deciphers them. He 

pierces the veil, discerning divine messages embedded in 

symbols. His soul acts like a polished mirror, reflecting 

hidden truths in the language of khayāl (imagination). 

This capacity reflects baṣīrah—inner vision—where Light 

from the Real guides perception beyond the sensory world. 

Beauty (Jamāl): Divine Attraction in Form 

The Qur’an highlights the magnetic effect of Joseph’s 

beauty: 

“When they saw him, they exalted him and cut their 

hands… This is not a man, but a noble angel!” (Qur’an 

12:31) 

Ibn ʿArabī sees in this not vanity, but Divine Self-

disclosure. Beauty is one of God’s Names, al-Jamīl, and 

Joseph is a theophany of this Name. His beauty unveils the 

Divine, drawing hearts toward the Source. 

Zulaykha’s love for him is carnal desire alone—it is the 

soul’s longing for its Origin, initially veiled in form, later 

purified through surrender. Beauty awakens ishq—divine 

love—which annihilates the ego and unveils the Real. 
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From Darkness to Light: The Soul’s Archetypal 

Journey 

Joseph’s life stages reflect a mystical arc: 

A. The Well — descent into darkness; the severing of 

worldly attachments. 

B. Slavery — stripping of ego; submission to Divine 

will. 

C. Temptation by Zulaykha — mastery over desire. 

D. Prison — inner gestation; solitude as spiritual 

alchemy. 

E. Dream Interpretation — rise in baṣīrah; decoding 

divine meaning. 

F. Rule over Egypt — manifestation of inner light in 

the outer world. 

G. Forgiveness — culmination of gnosis; the radiance 

of mercy. 

Each stage is a station (maqām) of the seeker’s path. The 

soul must endure its own descent into limitation, loss, and 

longing before it can rise into light, clarity, and unity. 

Khayāl (Imagination): The Bridge of Lights 

Imagination, often dismissed as illusion, is in Ibn ʿArabī’s 

vision the most profound tool of perception. It bridges: 

• The light of intellect, which is abstract, and the light 

of senses, which is concrete. 

• Khayāl is the light between lights. Joseph’s 

visionary capacity reveals the epistemic power of 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

338 

imagination: a faculty not of fabrication, but of 

perception—seeing the spiritual in the symbolic. 

• Through khayāl, the mystic reads the cosmos like a 

dream— Each event, person, and moment 

transforms into a symbol, laden with divine 

significance. 

Maʿrifah (Gnosis): Recognition through Light 

Joseph’s wisdom culminates in maʿrifah—direct, intimate 

knowing of God—not through syllogism, but through the 

heart’s illumination. 

His words to his brothers, 

“No blame will there be upon you today.” (Qur’an 12:92) 

—are not just forgiveness, but a radiant disclosure of 

Divine Mercy. He does not act from self; he speaks with 

the light of the One who forgives all. 

Maʿrifah is light that has burned through the self, 

illuminating the soul with the Real. It is the highest 

wisdom—when all forms are seen as manifestations of 

God, and all wrongs are seen as veils awaiting removal. 

Joseph as a Mirror of Divine Light 

Joseph is not the light—he is its mirror. His soul, polished 

through trials, reflects the Divine perfectly. Ibn ʿArabī 

teaches: 

“The perfected human is like a mirror in which God sees 

Himself.” 

In Joseph, the Real contemplates its own beauty. He 

becomes a manifest locus (maẓhar)—not God Himself, but 

a transparent vessel through which God shines. 
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The mystic, too, must polish the heart’s mirror through 

patience, love, sincerity, and trials—so that it may reflect 

the One Light without distortion. 

Reflections: The Wisdom of Light in Practice 

• Darkness is not failure—it is formation. The well 

and the prison shaped Joseph’s luminosity. 

• True beauty is divine proximity. The soul that loves 

beauty is yearning for its Source. 

• Forgiveness is the light of maturity. The highest 

light is not power, but mercy. 

• Dreams are soul-maps. They offer guidance from 

the world beyond the veil. 

• The imagination is not idle—it is sacred. It bridges 

seen and unseen, revealing the Divine in symbols. 

• Gnosis is a light beyond logic. It arises when the 

heart becomes an eye. 
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The Radiance of Joseph: A Poem of Light 

 

I. The Dreamer’s Light 

Beneath the stars, a boy once dreamed, 

Of moons and suns and realms that gleamed. 
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Eleven stars around him bowed, 

A silent truth, divinely vowed. 

 

He saw the symbols in the skies, 

With wisdom dawning in his eyes. 

Not shadows cast by sleep or night, 

But mirrors of the Inner Light. 

 

II. The Beauty Wrought in Flesh and Soul 

His face—a flame of jamāl’s art, 

That pierced the veils of every heart. 

Not mortal form alone they saw, 

But angel-light that struck with awe. 

 

They gasped, they trembled, hands they tore, 

For beauty, they could not ignore. 

Yet what they loved was not just face, 

But God’s own Name in human grace. 

 

III. Into the Well: Descent of Flame 

Betrayed, he fell in silence deep, 

Where even stars forgot to weep. 
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But wells and prisons have their say, 

In forging light from hidden clay. 

 

For seeds must die within the earth, 

Before the bloom of the second birth. 

The soul must pass through night’s despair, 

To breathe the breath of lucid air. 

 

IV. The Light in Dreams, the Sight Between 

He dreamt again in prison’s hush, 

Where time itself forgot to rush. 

He read the dreams of kings and slaves, 

He walked between the scenes and graves. 

 

His khayāl—a sacred tide, 

Where truths in symbols softly hide. 

Not fantasy, but heaven’s gleam, 

That clothed the Real within a dream. 

 

V. From Cell to Crown: The Light Revealed 

Then rose he from that darkened space, 

With wisdom carved upon his face. 
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A throne he claimed, not for his name, 

But for the Light from whence he came. 

 

Not power’s greed nor ego’s fire, 

But God’s own will, his sole desire. 

In ruling hearts and feeding lands, 

He serves with truth in gentle hands. 

 

VI. The Face of Mercy 

His brothers came in shattered pride, 

The ones who left, now crucified 

By guilt and grief. He raised his head— 

“No blame shall on your souls be spread.” 

 

That moment shone beyond the tale, 

A light no shadows could assail. 

For mercy is the highest flame— 

The Name of Love beyond all blame. 

 

VII. The Mirror of the One Divine 

He shone, yet never claimed to shine, 

A polished mirror by design. 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

344 

The sun of Truth lit up his face, 

But not a trace of self or place. 

 

So must the seeker’s heart be made, 

To let all lesser lights soon fade. 

And when the mirror’s veil is gone, 

Only the face of God lives on. 

 

VIII. The Path for Souls That Long for Sight 

O soul who stumbles in the night, 

Who yearns for joy, who begs for light— 

Know Joseph’s tale is not just his, 

But yours to walk, through pain to bliss. 

 

The well you fall in carves your shape, 

The dreams you dream help you escape. 

Each trial, each scar, each silent cry, 

Becomes a star beneath the sky. 

 

IX. The Light That Cannot Die 

For beauty fades, and flesh will fall, 

But Light remains—the source of all. 
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It shines in love, in loss, in grace, 

It dwells in every time and place. 

 

And if you polish well your core, 

That Radiance enters through your door. 

So walk with Joseph’s lamp in hand, 

And see the truth in sea and sand. 

 

Final Lines: 

The soul that walks through night’s disguise, 

May one day see with Joseph’s eyes. 

And in that gaze, the world shall be— 

A book of light, eternally. 
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Chapter 10 
The Wisdom of Unity in the Word of Hūd 

Ḥikmat al-Aḥadiyyah fī Kalimat Hūdiyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 

Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 

Serug → Nahor → Hud  

Political Reasons Justifying HUD’s Need 

Centralized Tribal Power 

- ʿĀd grew into a dominant Arabian tribe after the 

Flood. 

- Their chieftains held absolute authority, ruling by 

pride and military force rather than justice. 

- This political dominance created arrogance — they 

saw themselves invincible and rejected any moral 

accountability. 

Rise of Authoritarian Leadership 

- Leaders used fear and control to maintain their rule. 

- They emphasized monumental construction and 

expansion as a display of power, neglecting spiritual 

or ethical governance. 

Social Reasons 

- Erosion of Ethical Order 

- As prosperity increased, social cohesion weakened. 

- Inequality grew: elites indulged in extravagance, 

while weaker groups were marginalized. 
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Collective Arrogance 

- Society glorified its strength, mocking the 

idea of divine guidance. 

- The culture of material pride replaced 

humility, generosity, and remembrance of 

God. 

Moral Decay 

- Tribal unity shifted into corruption: 

oppression, arrogance, and neglect of the 

poor.  

- Violence and exploitation became 

normalized. 

Economic Reasons 

 1. Abundance of Resources 

• The land was fertile, watered by seasonal rains. 

• Agriculture and trade routes gave them wealth and 

security. 

 2. Wealth → Pride → Neglect of Responsibility 

• Instead of gratitude, wealth-fueled arrogance: 

• They built excessive monuments (“as if to live 

forever”). 

• Economy became focused on prestige projects 

rather than justice or sustainability. 

 3. Early Economic Stratification 

• Prosperity widened the gap between classes. 

• The ruling elite monopolized wealth, creating an 

early form of economic injustice. 
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Historical Necessity of Prophet Hūd 

• Humanity was still in early stages after the Flood of 

Nūḥ. 

• The descendants of Shem were meant to carry the 

legacy of divine guidance, but ʿĀd became a 

warning example of what happens when prosperity 

turns into arrogance. 

• Hud’s mission was necessary to: 

1. Call them back to tawḥīd (oneness of God). 

2. Restrain political tyranny with ethical 

accountability. 

3. Remind them that economic blessings are a trust, 

not a license for oppression. 

4. Prevent social collapse by restoring justice, 

compassion, and humility. 

Hud — The Herald of Pure Unity 

Prophet Hūd (peace be upon him) was sent to the people of 

ʿĀd, a powerful and arrogant tribe whose pride lay in their 

immense strength and towering structures. Yet they had 

lost sight of the Source from which all power flows. They 

worshipped not just idols, but their own might—the illusion 

of independence from the Divine. 

In Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam, Ibn ʿArabī presents Hūd as the bearer 

of the wisdom of Aḥadiyyah—the wisdom of absolute 

Divine Unity. This is not merely monotheism in the 

conventional sense, but the vision of the One without 

second, the Essence that precedes all names, forms, and 

relations. Hūd becomes the voice that calls not just to belief 

in One God, but to the direct witnessing of the Real (al-

Ḥaqq) in every atom of existence—and ultimately, beyond 

existence. 
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The Three Degrees of Oneness 

Ibn ʿArabī distinguishes between three layers of tawḥīd 

(Divine Unity): 

1. Aḥadiyyah – Absolute Unity: The Divine Essence 

as It is in Itself, without relation, form, or 

distinction. 

2. Wāḥidiyyah – Relational Unity: The Oneness of 

God as known through names and attributes—The 

Merciful, The Creator, The Judge. 

3. Tawḥīd – Human Realization: The affirmation that 

all existence is dependent upon the One; the path to 

seeing everything as sourced in God. 

The wisdom of Hūd is rooted in Aḥadiyyah—the first and 

highest form of unity. It is not unity within multiplicity, but 

unity that transcends all duality, a unity so pure that even 

calling it “one” is already too dualistic. It is the silence 

behind every name, the stillness beneath every motion. 

The People of ʿĀd: Pride Veiled in Power 

The people of ʿĀd are a metaphor for all who place their 

faith in forms, strength, and multiplicity. They said: 

“Who is mightier than us in strength?” — (Qur’an 41:15) 

To which Hud responded: 

“Do you not see that God, who created you, is mightier 

than you?” — (Qur’an 41:15–16) 

They mistook manifestations of Divine Power as 

independent realities. Their pride in strength became a veil 

from the Real. Ibn ʿArabī explains that this is the soul’s 
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error: to mistake the shadow for the source, the mirror for 

the light it reflects. 

Today, we encounter the same in materialism, nationalism, 

and egoism—where form is mistaken for essence, and the 

transient mistaken for the eternal. 

The True Meaning of Tawḥīd: Beyond Belief 

For Ibn ʿArabī, real tawḥīd is not intellectual or 

theological—it is existential and experiential. It is not just 

believing in God’s oneness, but witnessing nothing but 

God. This entails: 

• No self apart from God 

• No action apart from Divine Will 

• No being apart from the Real 

Even the “I” that says “I believe” dissolves into God. The 

goal is not simply to proclaim “lā ilāha illā Allāh” (there is 

no god but God), but to live and see from a place where 

nothing else is but God. 

God in All: The Secret of Opposites 

“He guides whom He wills, and He misguides whom He 

wills.” — (Qur’an 14:4) 

From the perspective of Aḥadiyyah, opposites—light and 

dark, strength and weakness, mercy and wrath —are not 

contradictory but complementary. They are expressions of 

the same Unity, not divisions within it. 

Hud’s people could not this. They viewed divine wrath as 

separate from divine mercy. But to the gnostic heart, even 

punishment is mercy in disguise—a reorientation toward 

the Real. 
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The Wind of Destruction: A Breath of Unity 

The Qur’an describes the destruction of ʿĀd by a furious 

wind: 

“A wind, violent and raging, which He imposed upon them 

for seven nights and eight days.” — (Qur’an 69:6–7) 

Ibn ʿArabī interprets this not merely as divine punishment, 

but as a symbolic breath (nafas) of God: 

• It destroys the idols of ego and pride 

• It purifies the space of the soul 

• It strips away illusion 

• It returns the soul to Unity 

To those immersed in separation, this breath feels like 

wrath. But to the awakened, it is rahmah (mercy)—a storm 

that reveals the sun. 

The Ego: The Final Idol 

Hud warned against idolatry. But Ibn ʿArabī deepens this 

by identifying the self as the greatest idol. The illusion of 

autonomy—the belief in “I” as independent from God—is 

the ultimate veil. True tawḥīd means the annihilation 

(fanāʾ) of the self—not in the sense of obliteration, but in 

realizing that even “I” is from God, and through God. 

“Do not worship your image of yourself.” — The hidden 

message of Hūd 

Today, this applies to our worship of fame, wealth, 

intellect, and identity. The idol has simply moved inward. 

The wind of Hūd must still blow—within.   
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Multiplicity Is Not the Enemy of Unity 

Unity does not negate diversity—it contains and transcends 

it. Just as white light holds all colors, the Divine Essence 

includes all names and attributes. Multiplicity, when rightly 

seen, becomes a mirror of the One, not a veil from It. 

Hud’s wisdom does not destroy forms. It clarifies them. 

Every form, every moment, every breath becomes a sign 

(āyah) pointing to the One. 

Witnessing the One: Beyond Theology 

This path is not learned through books. It requires direct 

unveiling (kashf)—a mystical seeing in which dualities 

collapse. 

• You do not see God in things—you see things as 

God’s self-disclosure. 

• You do not move toward Unity—it was always 

there, you were asleep. 

Hud’s wisdom is vertical, descending from the station of 

gnosis. It shatters mental concepts and leads to pure 

awareness. 

Modern Echoes: The One in the Many 

Even contemporary science reflects this vision: 

Quantum physics shows all matter emerging from a single 

energetic field. 

Unified field theory proposes one underlying reality behind 

diverse phenomena. 

Psychology reveals that personas, desires, and identities all 

emerge from one subconscious ground. 
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Ibn ʿArabī’s Aḥadiyyah parallels this. The many are not 

other than the One—they are its veils, its echoes, its names. 

Practical Wisdom from the Word of Hud 

1. True strength is surrender: Real power comes from 

recognizing your dependency on the One. 

2. Tawḥīd is perception: Don’t just say “One God”—

see only God. 

3. Destruction may be grace: Let the winds of life 

clear your illusions. 

4. The ego is the final idol: Tawḥīd demands self-

emptying. 

5. See Unity in diversity: Every moment, every form 

reflects the Real. 

The Wind of Oneness: A Poem in the Voice of Hūd 
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I came to the people, proud and strong, 

Who praised their towers and marched along— 

Their idols carved in stone and flame, 

Each masked the One with a lesser name. 

 

“O people of might, do you not see, 

The One who made you—more strong than thee?” 

But they worshipped form, they bowed to pride, 

Forgetting the Source where all things bide. 

 

They asked for power, they sought the sky, 

But missed the Wind that whispered, “I”. 

Not the “I” of self, or claim, or throne, 

But the breath of God from the Unseen blown. 

 

I did not preach of one among two, 

But of One where none but the One is true. 

Not names, not forms, nor acts that show— 

But Essence beyond all that minds can know. 

 

Aḥadiyyah—the silent flame, 

Before the world and every name. 
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Not even “One,” for that implies 

A “two” beneath the veil of skies. 

 

The Wind came then—not wrath, but grace, 

To sweep illusions from their place. 

Seven nights, and eight long days, 

It roared through lies and ego’s maze. 

 

They fell—but not by anger’s hand, 

The Wind was Truth they could not stand. 

For what is false must break and fall, 

When faced with that which births it all. 

 

The greatest idol was not of clay, 

But the self that knelt to its own display. 

The image in the mirror’s face— 

The prideful heart that took God’s place. 

 

O seeker, hear this storm-born call: 

There is no “you,” no “they” at all. 

No second stands, no self, no sword— 

There’s only God—the Only Lord. 
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The world of forms is but disguise, 

A canvas veiling boundless skies. 

Yet every color, sound, and shape 

Reflects the One—it can’t escape. 

 

Do not deny the world you see, 

But know it sings of Unity. 

The rose, the thorn, the flame, the frost— 

Each tells of One the mind has lost. 

 

So let the wind within you rise, 

To tear the veil across your eyes. 

Let ego’s tower break apart— 

And leave the sky to fill your heart. 

 

I am not storm—I am the breath, 

That dances still beyond all death. 

The silence where all voices end, 

The Axis none can break or bend. 

 

You are not form, nor flesh, nor name, 

You are the Light before the flame. 
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You are the wind, the sky, the sea— 

The One through which all things must be 
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Chapter 11 
The Wisdom of the Opening in the Word of Ṣāliḥ    

Ḥikmat al-Fatḥ fī Kalimat Ṣāliḥiyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → Shem → 

Iram → Eber → Thamūd → Hādir → ʿUbayd → Masikh 

→ Āsif → ʿUbayd → Ṣāliḥ 

Historical Context of The Coming of Prophet Salih 

Prophet Ṣāliḥ was sent to the people of Thamūd, an ancient 

Arab tribe living in the region of al-Ḥijr (Madā’in Ṣāliḥ, 

northwest of modern Saudi Arabia). Historical and 

archaeological sources suggest that Thamūd flourished 

after the destruction of the people of ʿĀd, around 2000–

1500 BCE (though dates vary widely). 

• The Thamūd were descendants of ʿĀbir → Thamūd, 

tracing their lineage back to Shem (Sām) → Noah 

(Nūḥ). 

• They lived in a region with mountainous terrain, 

carving homes out of rocks and mountains. 

Archaeological evidence in Madā’in Ṣāliḥ confirms 

elaborate rock-cut architecture. 

Social Reasons for Ṣāliḥ’s Mission 

The Qur’an repeatedly emphasizes the moral and social 

corruption of the Thamūd: 

• Arrogance and pride: They considered themselves 

superior because of their architectural skill and 

material wealth (Q 7:73, 26:155–158). 
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• Oppression and injustice: They exploited the weak, 

engaged in social inequality, and ignored the 

principles of fairness and communal responsibility. 

• Idolatry: The Thamūd had turned to polytheistic 

practices, worshipping deities and celestial objects 

rather than God, despite their prophetic heritage. 

Critical analysis 

• Their social hierarchy was likely based on wealth 

and lineage, favoring powerful families, which 

created internal injustice. 

• Religious corruption often intertwined with social 

structures: elites maintained idols and rituals to 

legitimize their authority. 

Economic Reasons for Ṣāliḥ’s Mission 

The Thamūd were economically advanced for their time: 

• They were skilled in agriculture, irrigation, and 

rock-cut architecture, which enabled them to live in 

harsh desert environments. 

• Their wealth and technological abilities fostered 

pride and self-reliance, leading them to ignore 

spiritual accountability. 

Critical analysis 

• Economic prosperity often correlates with social 

arrogance; they mistook material success for divine 

favor. 

• They likely exploited the labor of the poor and 

marginalized, creating class disparities, which 

necessitated prophetic guidance to restore social and 

economic justice. 
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Political Reasons for Ṣāliḥ’s Mission 

• Thamūd appears to have had centralized tribal 

leadership, possibly dominated by chieftains or 

elder councils, which may have resisted external 

moral and religious authority. 

• Prophets in the Qur’an often confronted political 

elites who were invested in maintaining power. 

• Ṣāliḥ’s message threatened the status quo, calling 

for submission to God’s law rather than allegiance 

to human rulers. 

Critical analysis 

• The resistance of the elites demonstrates a pattern 

common in prophetic missions: leaders often 

perceive prophetic moral authority as a threat to 

political control. 

• By rejecting Ṣāliḥ, they were prioritizing temporal 

power over spiritual accountability, which 

ultimately led to their destruction. 

Theological and Spiritual Perspective 

While the above social, economic, and political factors 

provide a material analysis, the Qur’an emphasizes that the 

primary reason for Ṣāliḥ’s mission was spiritual reform: 

• He called them to monotheism (tawḥīd) and warned 

them about the consequences of arrogance and sin 

(Q 11:61–68, 26:155–158). 

• The famous story of the she-camel (Q 7:73–77) 

highlights both a sign from God and a test of 

obedience and humility. 

 



Sam Mohsin 

361 

Critical analysis: 

• Spiritual corruption was intertwined with social and 

political misconduct: wealth, pride, and oppression 

created moral blindness. 

• The destruction of the Thamūd demonstrates a 

historical pattern in Qur’anic narrative: 

communities that reject ethical guidance, despite 

clear signs, face consequences. 

Historical and Archaeological Corroboration 

• Archaeologists have found rock-cut tombs, 

inscriptions, and water systems in Madā’in Ṣāliḥ, 

showing the Thamūd’s advanced civilization. 

• This aligns with Qur’anic descriptions of a people 

who carved homes from mountains, confirming 

their historical presence. 

• Their disappearance from the historical record 

aligns with the Qur’anic account of divine 

punishment, interpreted as both spiritual and social-

historical causality. 

Ṣāliḥ—the Prophet of the Open Door 

Prophet Ṣāliḥ was sent to the people of Thamūd, an ancient 

Arabian tribe famed for their strength and mastery of 

architecture, carving magnificent homes into mountains. 

Despite their worldly achievements, they were spiritually 

blind. When they demanded a sign, God sent a miraculous 

she-camel—emerging from solid rock—a symbol meant to 

awaken the heart and humble the intellect. 

Yet they rejected it, killing the sign and closing the door to 

divine mercy. 
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For Ibn ʿArabī, this narrative is not simply historical; it is 

symbolic of the inner drama of the human soul. Through 

the figure of Ṣāliḥ, Ibn ʿArabī explores al-fatḥ — the 

metaphysical “Opening” that occurs when the heart 

becomes receptive to divine truth. William Chittick, in his 

expositions, emphasizes that fatḥ is a core Sufi concept: not 

merely a worldly victory, but the triumph of divine light 

over the ego’s veils. 

What Is Fatḥ? — The Metaphysics of Opening 

The Arabic word fatḥ literally means “opening.” In the 

Qur’an and in Ibn ʿArabī’s vocabulary, it carries multiple 

dimensions: 

• Spiritual realization: the unveiling (kashf) of divine 

truth to the heart. 

• Inner transformation: an expansion of 

consciousness or awakening of the soul. 

• Victory: not of swords, but of light—over illusion, 

pride, and separateness. 

Ṣāliḥ becomes the emblem of this opening—not just to his 

people, but to all seekers. 

The She-Camel: A Sign of the Real in the Ordinary 

The she-camel sent to Thamūd is central to the chapter 

It is not just a beast but a miraculous manifestation of 

divine mercy—an outward sign (āyah) of an inner truth. 

Emerging from the rock, it echoes the emergence of divine 

light from the veils of form. 

For Ibn ʿArabī: 
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• The she-camel is a test—will we honor the Real 

when it comes in humble form? 

• It is a mirror—reflecting God’s presence in 

creation. 

• Killing it represents spiritual suicide—slaying the 

possibility of opening, rejecting the sacredness 

embedded in the mundane. 

The People’s Error: Form Over Essence 

The people of Thamūd were strong in body and intellect, 

but weak in spirit. Their tragedy was not simply disbelief; it 

was misrecognition: 

• They idolized the form and ignored the meaning. 

• They viewed the camel through the ego’s eye, not 

the heart’s eye. 

• In rejecting the camel, they rejected the Real, not 

realizing that the divine often appears in forms that 

challenge the ego’s expectations. 

Their destruction is thus not divine cruelty, but cosmic 

justice—a closing follows every rejected opening. 

The Layers of Revelation and Opening 

Ibn ʿArabī outlines the three layers of spiritual perception: 

1. Tanzīl – the descent of revelation in scripture or 

events. 

2. Ta’wīl – interpretation, the symbolic understanding 

behind the event. 

3. Fatḥ – direct unveiling, where meanings become 

lived reality. 

The she-camel was a tanzīl—a literal sign. But the people 

of Thamūd failed to progress to fatḥ. They saw the form, 
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not the meaning. True seekers must move beyond words 

and forms to direct inner witnessing. 

Inner Fatḥ: Psychological and Spiritual Insights 

Ibn ʿArabī makes a profound move—he internalizes the 

story: 

• The soul is the people of Thamūd. 

• The ego is the slayer of the camel. The she-camel is 

every sign of God—in scripture, nature, people, 

dreams, moments. 

• Fatḥ is not imposed—it is received through 

humility, surrender, and spiritual readiness. 

As Chittick notes, spiritual openings are fragile. They 

demand reverence, not arrogance. One must be inwardly 

empty to be divinely filled. 

The Levels of Opening (Fatḥāt) 

Ibn ʿArabī enumerates several levels of openings, each 

corresponding to deeper realizations: 

1. Fatḥ al-ʿIlm – Opening of Knowledge: sudden insight 

into the divine nature of things. 

2.  Fatḥ al-Ḥuḍūr – Opening of Presence: abiding 

awareness of God’s nearness in all things. 

3. Fatḥ al-Maḥabba – Opening of Love: being 

overwhelmed with divine intimacy. 

4. Fatḥ al-Tawḥīd – Opening of Oneness: where all 

distinctions dissolve into the One. 

The people of Thamūd were offered the first—but their 

pride blocked all further ascensions. 
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Mercy and Wrath: Jalāl and Jamāl 

Ibn ʿArabī, as interpreted by Chittick, holds that wrath 

(jalāl) is not the opposite of mercy (jamāl), but its 

complement. The destruction of Thamūd is not divine 

vengeance—it is a mercy wearing the mask of severity. 

When truth is persistently rejected, the veil becomes 

thicker—but even this darkness may become a seed for 

light in another realm or cycle. As the Qur’an says: “We do 

not wrong them, but they wrong themselves.” 

Why We Block the Openings: The Psychology of 

Rejection 

Why do people turn away from fatḥ? 

• Attachment to certainty: The ego fears surrendering 

to the unknown. 

• Pride in intellect: Rationalism mocks signs that defy 

linear logic. 

• Fear of transformation: Openings demand change—

and change terrifies the constructed self. 

• Expectation of grandeur: We look for divine glory 

in lightning bolts, not in camels. 

Thus, the veil is not in God—it is in us. 

Reality as Disclosure: Tajallī and the Mirror of Form 

• Ibn ʿArabī teaches that creation is tajallī—the self-

disclosure of God. Every event, every form, every 

being is a mirror reflecting the Divine Names. 

• The world is not a prison but a paradigm of signs. 

• Form is both veil and mirror—reject form, and you 

lose meaning; revere form, and you see the Real. 
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Ṣāliḥ, then, is not just a prophet—but a spiritual archetype 

for all those who call others to awaken to the hidden in the 

seen. 

Scientific Analogy: Openings and Pattern Recognition 

From a modern lens: 

• Divine signs are like patterns in DNA or code—

encoded messages in the structure of being. 

• Fatḥ is like a moment of cognitive or spiritual 

decryption—when awareness aligns to recognize 

what was always there. 

• Spiritual training, like scientific training, makes the 

invisible visible. 

To reject signs is not unlike closing your eyes and blaming 

the sun for not shining. 

Ṣāliḥ’s Lessons for the Modern Seeker 

1. Honor the subtle signs: They may come through 

dreams, people, silence, or nature. 

2. Don’t kill the camel: Don’t reject what challenges 

your ego—it might be your door to awakening. 

3. Revere the sacred in the ordinary: Every form, no 

matter how humble, could be a manifestation of the 

Divine. 

4. Be inwardly still and humble: Only an emptied 

heart can be filled with divine light. 

5. Openings are gifts, not goals: You can’t force 

fatḥ—but you can make your soul fertile ground for 

it. 
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Conclusion: The Eternal Door 

Ṣāliḥ’s wisdom is timeless. Divine openings still occur—

each moment, each encounter may be a she-camel in 

disguise. The real test is not whether God sends signs, but 

whether we’re ready to see. 

• Fatḥ is always possible, but never guaranteed. 

• To reject the opening is to reject oneself. 

• To honor the sign is to awaken to the Real. 

The Door Is Always There 

 

In mountains carved by mighty hand, 

A proud and ancient desert land, 

The tribe of Thamūd, bold and grand, 
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Stood blind to truths at God’s command. 

 

They asked a sign from realms unseen— 

Not veiled, not subtle, but clear and clean. 

And lo! From stone, a camel broke, 

A miracle wrapped in humble cloak. 

 

But prideful hearts and eyes of stone 

Saw not the Light, but flesh and bone. 

They mocked the mercy Heaven gave, 

And carved their own unopened grave. 

 

For every form the Real can wear, 

Each breeze, each breath, each answered prayer— 

Is but a door, a veil, a glass, 

Through which the face of Truth may pass. 

 

O soul, beware the ego’s cry, 

That seeks to know but fears to die. 

The she-camel stands at your gate, 

But only love can lift the weight. 
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The people saw, but did not feel, 

They touched the sign, but missed the seal. 

They sought a flash, a fire, a roar— 

And killed the beast that bore the door. 

 

They thought God’s majesty too great, 

To ride in such a lowly state. 

But Light descends in common guise, 

And tests the heart, not just the eyes. 

 

So fatḥ begins when veils are torn, 

When pride dissolves, and self is shorn. 

When silence speaks, and stillness hears, 

The soul unveils what Truth appears. 

 

The signs are many—small and vast, 

A whisper, dream, or shadow cast. 

But if you stare with stubborn might, 

You’ll miss the camel cloaked in light. 

 

Each prophet bears a subtle key, 

To open doors you rarely see. 
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Ṣāliḥ was such: a gate of grace, 

Whose people spat into his face. 

 

Yet still he called, his message plain: 

“See God in wind, in beast, in rain. 

In what you mock, the Light may gleam— 

In every form, a sacred beam.” 

 

But Thamūd built walls around their pride, 

And pierced the sign that came to guide. 

They fell—yet not from wrath alone, 

But from a truth they should have known. 

 

For wrath and mercy share a womb, 

The rose, the thorn, the birth, the tomb. 

To every heart that closes tight, 

The dark becomes its lack of Light. 

 

So O seeker lost in quest, 

Lay down your shield, your doubt, your jest. 

For God is not a storm above— 

He walks the earth in breath and love. 
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The sign you seek is in your hand, 

The Word is carved into the sand. 

Each face you meet, each tear you shed, 

Is Light unfolding where you’re led. 

 

You prayed for fire—and He sent rain. 

You sought release—and He sent pain. 

You searched for stars—and found a stone. 

But in that stone, His light was sown. 

 

O heed Ṣāliḥ’s ancient plea— 

The doors are many, the Key is Thee. 

Bow not to pride, but let Him in— 

The gate of God is found within. 
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Chapter 12 
The Wisdom of the Heart and Power in the Word of 

Shuʿayb 

Ḥikmat al-Qalbiyyah wa al-Quwwah fī Kalimat 

Shuʿaybiyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → Shem → 

Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → Serug → 

Nahor → Terah → Abraham → Midian → … → Shuʿayb  

(Shuyab- Prophet to Madyan) 

Historical and Cultural Context 

Prophet Shuʿayb is traditionally understood to have been 

sent to the people of Madyan (Midian), a region located 

near the northwestern Arabian Peninsula — between 

present-day northwestern Saudi Arabia and southern 

Jordan. He came after Prophet Lot (Lūṭ) and before Prophet 

Moses (Mūsā), roughly estimated around the 15th–14th 

century BCE.  The people of Madyan were descendants of 

Abraham (through his son Midian), meaning they had a 

legacy of prophetic guidance but had strayed far from it. 

Social Conditions 

The society of Madyan had reached a moral and ethical 

decay rooted in economic corruption and social injustice. 

The Qur’an repeatedly mentions two major moral failures: 

1.Dishonesty in trade and commerce: 

• The people of Madyan were known for cheating in 

measurements and weights, manipulating scales, 

and exploiting travelers or customers. 

• Shuʿayb warned them: 
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• “Give full measure and weight, and do not defraud 

people of their belongings, nor go about spreading 

corruption in the land.”— Qur’an 7:85 

This shows the emergence of economic exploitation, a 

symptom of a society where material greed outweighed 

fairness and compassion. 

2.Moral blindness and arrogance: 

• They justified their corruption as “smartness” and 

mocked Shuʿayb for his moral preaching. 

• They said: “Does your prayer command you that we 

should leave what our forefathers worship or stop 

doing what we like with our wealth?” — Qur’an 

11:87 

This line reveals a spiritual disease: the confusion between 

economic freedom and moral responsibility — an issue still 

resonant in our times. 

Political Conditions 

Madyan’s ruling class and merchants had consolidated 

power through wealth. This created a form of economic 

oligarchy where social order was maintained not through 

justice, but through economic manipulation and religious 

tradition that served elite interests. 

Shuʿayb’s message — to be fair, just, and God-conscious 

— was politically subversive. It challenged the corrupt 

structures of power that enriched the few at the expense of 

the many.  

Thus, the prophetic mission of Shuʿayb was not only 

spiritual but also socially revolutionary: a call for economic 

ethics and accountability rooted in divine consciousness. 
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Religious Conditions 

Although descendants of Abraham, the people of Madyan 

had fallen into idolatry and moral relativism. They had 

separated religion from everyday life — treating worship as 

a private matter but ignoring ethics in trade and politics. 

Shuʿayb reconnected the two — showing that spirituality 

must express itself in justice and faith must govern daily 

dealings. 

In this sense, he came to restore Tawḥīd (Divine Unity) not 

just as belief in one God, but as a unifying moral order that 

links God, man, and society. 

Why His Time Was Critical 

• Humanity was entering a stage where urban trade 

economies and commercial systems were expanding 

(similar to city-states in the ancient Near East). 

• This created new moral challenges: deceit, 

exploitation, and inequality. 

• Shuʿayb’s mission anticipated the coming of Moses, 

who would establish a divinely guided law for 

justice and social order. 

Hence, Prophet Shuʿayb’s coming marked a transitional 

period — from tribal morality to social and commercial 

ethics guided by divine law. 

The Timeless Message 

The message of Shuʿayb remains deeply relevant today: 

A civilization that separates economics from ethics, faith 

from fairness, and success from spirituality inevitably 

collapses under its own corruption — as did Madyan. 
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He represents the Prophet of Economic Justice, the Voice 

of Conscience in the marketplace, reminding humanity that 

the true measure is not what one gains, but how one gains it 

— before God and before man. 

Shuʿayb: Prophet of Eloquence, Mercy, and Justice 

Shuʿayb (Jethro in the Bible) was the prophet sent to the 

people of Madyan and Aykah — societies plagued by 

economic injustice, fraudulent commerce, and social 

exploitation. Often titled “the eloquent prophet” (khaṭīb al-

anbiyāʾ), Shuʿayb is a model of spiritual leadership that 

harmonizes eloquence, balance, and inner seeing. 

In the metaphysical vision of Ibn ʿArabī, Shuʿayb embodies 

both the heart (qalb) and authentic power (quwwah) — not 

the power that dominates through force, but the power that 

radiates from alignment with Divine Justice. His wisdom 

bridges two profound aspects of the human spiritual 

journey: 

• The qalb, as the locus of divine perception and 

receptivity 

• Quwwah, as the strength to uphold truth in 

everyday action 

The Qalb: Mirror of Divine Manifestation 

In Sufi metaphysics, the qalb is not merely the seat of 

emotion, but the spiritual organ of perception and gnosis 

(maʿrifah). It reflects the Divine Name, shifting and turning 

with each unfolding of divine will. Its very name — qalb 

— stems from taqallub (turning), highlighting its dynamic, 

responsive nature. 

Ibn ʿArabī teaches: 
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“The heart takes on every color. It mirrors the Names of 

God — loving and stern, silent and eloquent, gentle and 

just — because it reflects the One whose Names are 

infinite.” 

This capacity to turn is not weakness, but a sacred 

flexibility, allowing the heart to respond to the infinite 

manifestations (tajalliyāt) of the Divine. 

Divine Speech and the Listening Heart 

Shuʿayb’s eloquence was not mere rhetoric. It flowed from 

a purified heart — a vessel capable of receiving Divine 

Speech (kalām Allāh) without distortion. Just as light 

reflects clearly in a polished mirror, divine guidance 

descends into a heart emptied of ego. 

“The Real is ever speaking, but only the heart that has been 

emptied can hear Him.”— Ibn ʿArabī 

His people, driven by greed and self-interest, rejected this 

call — not because of ignorance, but because their hearts 

were veiled. Shuʿayb’s rejection thus becomes a profound 

spiritual metaphor: Truth is only received where the heart is 

prepared. 

The Turning Heart and Human Freedom 

The heart’s ability to turn symbolizes not only receptivity, 

but moral and spiritual choice. Shuʿayb’s people had the 

freedom to incline toward truth — or turn away from it. 

This oscillation is not incidental but central to the human 

spiritual drama: 

• To turn toward God is to awaken to clarity, mercy, 

and unity 
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• To turn away is to sink into distortion, ego, and 

denial 

This freedom is what gives meaning to striving 

(mujāhadah) and opens the door to spiritual transformation. 

Ethics as Manifest Power 

Ibn ʿArabī shows that real power lies not in miracles or 

military might, but in the ability to realign everyday actions 

with divine attributes. Shuʿayb’s mission was to restore 

balance (mīzān) — both in the marketplace and in the soul. 

He taught: 

“Give full measure when you measure, and weigh with an 

even balance. That is better and fairer in the end.”       

(Qur’an 7:85) 

This is not merely legal guidance; it is a spiritual blueprint. 

Every transaction is a moral act, a test of one’s alignment 

with divine justice, honesty, and mercy. 

Injustice in Daily Life: The Hidden Tyranny 

Shuʿayb’s adversaries were not idolaters — they prayed, 

traded, and lived outwardly normal lives. But their worship 

had become economic manipulation, their transactions 

steeped in dishonesty. Ibn ʿArabī identifies this as a 

spiritual crime: 

• Harm often spreads not through violence, but 

through unseen distortions in daily dealings 

• When gain replaces truth as the sacred value, 

spiritual decay begins 

• The heart becomes crooked when the scale is unjust 
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William Chittick comments: “True tyranny is the distortion 

of daily relations when convenience replaces integrity.” 

Balance: The Spiritual Scale 

Balance (mīzān) is not just a moral ideal — it is a cosmic 

principle. Shuʿayb’s call to justice in trade reflects a deeper 

metaphysical truth: the outer world mirrors the inner state. 

• Broken weights symbolize broken hearts 

• Fair measures are signs of an inward equilibrium 

• Commerce becomes a theatre of the soul 

This is mu‘āmalāt — mutual dealings — elevated to the 

level of sacred reflection. Shuʿayb teaches that true power 

is in keeping both scales balanced: the material and the 

spiritual. 

Shuʿayb’s Eloquence: Power through Compassion                                                                 

Shuʿayb’s speech was infused with sincerity, mercy, and 

ethical clarity. He didn’t coerce — he invited. His was the 

feminine face of prophecy: gentle yet transformative, 

nurturing yet unwavering. 

• Truth, when filtered through the heart, becomes 

beauty 

• Mercy, when aligned with justice, becomes power 

• Speech, when surrendered to God, becomes 

revelation 

In contrast to louder prophetic gestures, Shuʿayb’s miracle 

was quiet: he realigned people with truth through wisdom 

— not spectacle. 

 

True Power: Resonance with Divine Attributes 
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Ibn ʿArabī contrasts false power — rooted in domination 

— with true power — rooted in divine resonance. The 

former breaks wills; the latter heals hearts. 

Divine Attribute Manifestation through Shuʿayb 

Justice (al-‘Adl) Fair weights and honest transactions 

Truth (al-Ṣidq) Honest speech and unwavering principles 

Generosity (al-Jūd) Care for the marginalized 

Mercy (al-Raḥmah) Ethical concern for all beings 

Power thus becomes a spiritual state — not control over 

others, but harmony with the Divine. 

Veil and Mirror: Seeing Through Power 

Shuʿayb’s people believed themselves powerful. But their 

power was a veil — a projection of ego and gain. Ibn 

ʿArabī unveils the deeper truth: 

• A crooked scale is not just injustice — it is a 

distortion of the cosmos 

• A pure heart becomes a mirror that reflects Divine 

Being 

• True leadership is to echo Divine Names in action, 

not to manipulate them for self 

The heart, therefore, is both the veil and the mirror — 

depending on its condition. 

Lessons for the Modern Seeker 

1. Spiritualize daily acts: Every transaction is a litmus 

test of the soul 
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2. Polish the heart: Make it ready to receive divine 

speech 

3. Balance is sacred: Justice is not peripheral to 

spirituality — it is its lifeblood 

4. Power is ethical resonance: Leadership must echo 

divine qualities 

5. Small acts matter: A just deal is a form of worship; 

a fair word, a form of revelation 

Final Reflections: The Seal of the Heart 

Shuʿayb, as the Seal of the Heart, reminds us that truth 

flows best through the purified heart, and power is realized 

in balance and justice. His life exemplifies that: 

Prophecy is not always thunderous — sometimes it unfolds 

in a market stall 

• Speech can carry divine force when born from 

sincerity 

• Justice, applied with love, is among the highest 

forms of worship 

• The heart, ever-turning, finds its stillness in the 

Divine 
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“The Eloquence of Scales: A Poem on Shuʿayb’s Heart 

and Power” 

 

I. The Mirror Heart 

In lands where weights were sold with lies, 

A prophet rose with tearful eyes. 

Not thunders cracked, nor heavens flamed, 
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But gentle truth he calmly named. 

 

He spoke not fire, nor wielded might, 

But hearts would tremble at his light. 

His voice a stream, his breath a balm, 

Yet shook the soul, yet brought it calm. 

 

“O hearts that turn, like winds that roam— 

Return to balance, come back home. 

The scale is sacred, so beware: 

The crooked hand leaves cosmos bare.” 

 

II. The Scales Within and Without 

The weights they tipped for selfish gain, 

They mocked the just, embraced the vain. 

Yet in their greed, they could not see, 

Each false exchange breaks harmony. 

 

“The scale,” he said, “is not just trade, 

It shows the path the soul has made. 

If bent the beam, the mirror cracks, 

And light departs and shadow stacks.” 



Sam Mohsin 

383 

 

He spoke of truth not in disguise, 

But dressed in mercy’s softest guise. 

Each phrase he placed with holy tact, 

A whisper armed with sacred fact. 

 

III. Power in the Quiet 

No thunderbolt, no staff that cleft, 

Yet none could match the mark he left. 

For power lies not in display, 

But in the path where virtues stay. 

 

He ruled no throne, wore no gold ring, 

Yet shook the hearts of prince and king. 

Through justice small, his power was vast— 

Each market stall, his pulpit cast. 

 

He weighed not coins, but motives deep, 

Where veils of ego softly sleep. 

He knew the thief of spirit’s grace 

Was not the sword, but softened face— 

That smiled while cutting truth in two, 
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And sold the lie as something true. 

 

IV. The Turning Heart 

The heart, he said, is but a tide— 

It turns, it sways, it opens wide. 

Its name is qalb, for it may shift, 

But in its turn lies sacred gift. 

 

When turned to God, it shines with light, 

A moon that drinks the Sun by night. 

But turned away, it rusts, it fails, 

Its voice becomes the wind that wails. 

 

So polish it, like copper dull, 

Let dhikr make the mirror full. 

For God still speaks, but few will hear, 

Until the self no more appears. 

 

V. Lessons in the Weighing 

He taught us that a loaf of bread, 

If earned through lies, leaves spirits dead. 

That justice lives in simple trade, 
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In honest hands, in deals well made. 

 

Each oath we swear, each coin we pass, 

Is mirrored in the Heavens’ glass. 

And when we cheat, or falsely weigh, 

A breach in all the stars holds sway. 

 

True power lives where hearts align 

With names of God, with truth divine. 

To speak with care, to trade with grace, 

Is more than law—it’s sacred place. 

 

VI. The Seal of the Heart 

Shuʿayb, the eloquent, the just, 

Who turned false gold back into dust, 

Whose power walked in humble speech, 

Whose heart gave shape to truths that teach. 

 

He did not force, he did not bind, 

But mirrored God in heart and mind. 

The soul, he said, must be refined— 

Its silence loud, its justice kind. 
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So walk the path where balance lives, 

Where heart receives, and spirit gives. 

Let scales be straight, let speech be clear, 

And Shuʿayb’s echo, you shall hear. 

 

VII. Final Breath 

He weighed the world and found it light, 

Yet sowed the seeds of moral might. 

His power was a whispered flame— 

A nameless hush that bears God’s Name. 

 

O seeker, seek where no one wars— 

In simple acts, behind closed doors. 

The truest strength the heart reveals 

Is when it turns, but always heals. 
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Chapter 13 
The Wisdom of Power in the Word of Lut  

Ḥikmat al-Qalbiyyah fī Kalimat Lūṭiyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 

Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 

Serug → Nahor → Terah → Haran →Lut 

Terah had three sons: 

1. Abraham (Ibrāhīm) – chosen as a prophet, patriarch 

of monotheism. 

2. Nahor (Nāḥūr) – not a prophet, ancestor of later 

tribes. 

Haran (Hārān) – father of Lūṭ (Lot). 

The Need for Lot as a Prophet Despite Abraham’s 

Presence 

The World After Noah: Fragmented Communities and 

Localized Guidance 

After the flood and the descendants of Noah repopulated 

the earth, humanity spread into different regions with 

distinct identities. By the time of Abraham (~2000 BCE), 

Mesopotamia, Canaan, and Egypt had already developed 

their own cultures, political systems, and spiritual 

deviations. 

• Mesopotamia (Abraham’s early mission): 

Urbanized, politically centralized under rulers like 

Nimrod, with advanced astronomy and agriculture 

— but steeped in idolatry and divine kingship 

ideology. 
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• Canaanite regions (Lot’s mission): More 

fragmented city-states such as Sodom and 

Gomorrah. Economically tied to trade routes, but 

morally collapsing through social corruption, sexual 

violence, and exploitation. 

This fragmentation meant one prophet could not 

simultaneously address the unique crises of every society. 

Abraham’s Mission: Universal Monotheism & 

Covenant 

Abraham’s mission was macro-political and metaphysical 

in scale. 

• Political/Socioeconomic: He challenged centralized 

empires like Nimrod’s Babylon. His struggle was 

with rulers who deified themselves and imposed 

idol worship. Abraham’s rejection of idols, fire 

ordeal, and migration were symbolic breaks from 

oppressive centralized power. 

• Metaphysical: He became the “Imam” (leader) of 

nations, laying the groundwork for the future 

prophetic line (Qur’an 2:124). His message was not 

only to one tribe but to set the template of tawḥīd 

(oneness of God) for humanity’s consciousness. 

Thus, Abraham’s role was trans-civilizational — spanning 

Mesopotamia, Canaan, and Arabia. 

Lot’s Mission: Micro-Social Reformation of Moral 

Order 

At the same time, the Canaanite city of Sodom required a 

different kind of prophetic intervention. 
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• Political/Socioeconomic: Sodom and Gomorrah 

were wealthy but corrupt trade cities. Their 

corruption wasn’t primarily idolatry, but injustice, 

sexual immorality, exploitation of strangers, and 

breakdown of family structures. This made their 

social order unstable and dangerous for wider 

society. 

• Metaphysical: While Abraham was a symbol of 

universal submission to God, Lot’s mission was to 

confront entropy in human morality — the collapse 

of boundaries that sustain community. His warnings 

embodied how unethical social practices invite 

collapse, just as much as idol worship does. 

Thus, Lot was sent not to rival Abraham but to complement 

him — Abraham addressed belief at the civilizational level, 

while Lot addressed morality at the urban-social level. 

Why Both Were Needed at Once 

Placing them side by side in history reflects a divine logic: 

• Geographical division of labor: Abraham could not 

simultaneously reform Mesopotamian idolatry and 

Canaanite corruption. 

• Different diseases, different cures: Abraham healed 

spiritual deviation (idolatry, false gods, misuse of 

political power); Lot healed ethical deviation (social 

disorder, moral collapse, injustice). 

• Metaphysical progression: Humanity needed to 

understand that faith in God (Abraham’s call) must 

manifest in social ethics (Lot’s call). Without both, 

religion risks becoming either an abstract belief with 
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no social force or social morality without higher 

transcendence. 

Chronological Flow of Their Missions 

1. Abraham’s Early Mission (Mesopotamia, Harran, 

~2000 BCE): Opposition to Nimrod and idols. 

2. Migration to Canaan: Abraham spreads tawḥīd 

among tribal peoples; Lot accompanies him. 

3. Lot’s Appointment (~contemporary): Settled in 

Sodom, where corruption had become rampant. 

4. Parallel Missions: Abraham advocates universal 

covenant with God; Lot calls for local ethical reform. 

5. Divine Intervention: Angels visit Abraham with 

news of Isaac’s birth and judgment on Sodom. 

Abraham intercedes, but Lot’s people are destroyed — 

showing that even proximity to a universal prophet 

(Abraham) cannot substitute for a prophet directly 

confronting a corrupt society. 

The Metaphysical Lesson 

• Abraham = the axis of faith (submission to the One 

God; transcendent truth) 

• Lot = the axis of morality (ordering human desires, 

justice, and ethics in community). 

Together, they symbolize that faith without ethics is 

hollow, and ethics without transcendence collapses. Both 

dimensions must be held together to reduce disorder 

(entropy) in human civilization. 
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The Wisdom of the Heart in the Word of Lot  

Lot — The Prophet of the Heart Amid Moral Chaos 

Prophet Lot (Lūṭ), the nephew of Abraham (Ibrāhīm), was 

sent to the people of Sodom and Gomorrah—societies 

drowned in moral and spiritual decay. In Ibn ʿArabi’s 

metaphysical cosmology, Lot does not merely warn against 

outward sin. He becomes the embodiment of the human 

heart (qalb)—the ever-turning center of spiritual 

perception, oscillating between the poles of divine light and 

worldly shadow. 

The qalb is not just an emotional center but the mirror of 

Divine Power (qudra). It is the locus of unveiling (kashf), 

the seat of subtle perception through which the human 

being encounters the Real (al-Ḥaqq). The heart, says Ibn 

ʿArabi, is the axis of the spiritual cosmos—it reflects either 

divine names or becomes veiled by ego and desire. Lot’s 

wisdom lies in being a man of the heart amid a society that 

had forsaken it. 

The Heart as Axis and Mirror 

In Sufi metaphysics: 

• The qalb is dynamic—it “turns” (yataqallab), and its 

direction defines spiritual orientation. 

• When it turns toward God, it reflects divine 

luminosity. 

• When it turns toward illusion, it becomes darkened 

and heavy with distortion. 

In William Chittick’s perspective, the heart is where Divine 

Names manifest. It is through the heart that intellect and 

spirit unite, and it is the heart’s orientation that determines 
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salvation or ruin. Lot’s unwavering alignment with Divine 

Truth in a society devoid of it makes him a symbol of inner 

fidelity. 

Divine Power (Qudra): Judgment as Mercy 

Ibn ʿArabi does not portray divine punishment as vengeful. 

The destruction of Lot’s people is not the wrath of a tyrant 

but the manifestation of Divine Power (qudra) restoring 

balance. Their annihilation unveils a reality already latent 

within them—the archetypal consequences of turning away 

from the Divine. 

Lot’s people, entrapped in spiritual inversion, redirected 

their desires inward toward the ego (nafs) rather than 

upward toward the Real. Their fate becomes a cosmic 

response, not to sin per se, but to the persistent refusal to 

realign the heart. 

Divine judgment is an unveiling (tajallī), a corrective 

reflection of cosmic order. In this sense, qudra acts like 

gravity—not as punishment, but as a return to truth. 

The Inner Struggle: Purity in a Polluted World 

Lot’s role is not just to guide his people outwardly, but to 

preserve the purity of the heart in an environment that had 

collapsed inwardly. His people had: 

• Abandoned compassion. 

• Inverted ethics. 

• Elevated egotistical desires over spiritual dignity. 

In this world of inversion, Lot’s heart remained untouched. 

He is instructed, “Do not look back”—a symbolic act of 

spiritual detachment. One must not gaze nostalgically at 

what has already been divinely annulled. This act signifies 
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the heart’s refusal to bind itself to what has been spiritually 

invalidated. 

The Qalb and the Mystery of Divine Disclosure 

Ibn ʿArabi emphasizes that the heart is the receptacle of 

divine unveiling (kashf). But its capacity to receive light 

depends entirely on its purity and receptivity. Lot’s people 

did not lack signs—they lacked the inner eye to perceive 

them. 

Their hearts were sealed, not because God deprived them, 

but because they willed blindness. They killed their own 

fitrah—the innate recognition of the Divine—and replaced 

it with the worship of appetite and self-referential desire. 

Lot’s persistence in truth, despite rejection, models the 

solitude of divine witnessing: sometimes, one sees what 

others are constitutionally unwilling to perceive. 

Psychological & Spiritual Reflections 

1. Spiritual corruption begins when the heart forgets 

the Source. Outward laws become shells when the 

inward compass is lost. 

2. Egoic inversion distorts love—it becomes self-

serving rather than self-transcending. 

3. Divine Power (qudra) is not arbitrary; it gently but 

firmly reorients the cosmos back toward its Origin. 

4. Withdrawal from corruption is an act of worship. 

Lot’s departure is a sacred hijrah of the heart. 

The Departure and the Solitude of Sainthood 

When God instructs Lot: “Leave at night” (Qur’an 7:83), it 

is not simply a physical escape but a metaphysical 
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movement. Lot’s journey is the exile of the heart from 

delusion. It represents: 

• Firaq al-qulūb (separation of hearts). 

• The soul’s flight from spiritual poison 

• The emergence of inner sovereignty—the refusal to 

dwell in falsehood. 

This withdrawal is not weakness but sacred solitude—the 

aloneness of saints who stand in light while the world 

slumbers in shadow. 

Heartbreak as a Gateway to Mercy 

Lot’s sorrow is not mere sadness—it is the heartbreak of a 

prophet watching the spiritual death of his people. Ibn 

ʿArabi sees such heartbreak as a doorway for grace. When 

the heart cracks, it becomes permeable. Through that crack, 

divine light may enter. 

Destruction, in this view, is not annihilation—it is 

purification. The collapse of falsehood is a precondition for 

spiritual rebirth. 

Lessons from Lot’s Wisdom 

1. The heart is the first battleground—before society 

falls, the soul falters. 

2. Integrity matters more than ritual—a diseased heart 

invalidates even perfect external acts. 

3. Withdrawal can be prayer—to leave systems of 

delusion is a form of sacred remembrance.  

4. Let go of the past—Lot’s wife symbolizes the 

attachment that freezes the soul in judgment.                          

5. Truth isolates—but sanctifies—Lot’s solitude is not 

a punishment; it is the space of divine proximity. 
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The Sentinel of the Heart 

 

In cities built on pride and flame, 

Where hearts forgot the sacred Name, 

A prophet stood with soul intact, 

While all around, the light turned black. 

 

He spoke not thunder, raised no sword, 

But bore within the Living Word. 
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His pulsing heart—a mirror clear— 

Reflected what they would not hear. 

 

They turned desire into a throne, 

And made the lower self their own. 

What once was love, now bent and curled— 

A flame that burned against the world. 

 

But Lot, the silent flame within, 

Would not bow down, would not join sin. 

He knew the heart, that turning flame, 

Is born to seek the One, the Name. 

 

He cried: “O hearts, awaken now! 

Return before the final bow. 

Your shame is not in what you do, 

But that your souls forget the True.” 

 

They laughed. They mocked the holy man, 

They worshipped forms without a plan. 

Their eyes were blind, their ears were stone— 

Their hearts had hardened into bone. 
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But Lot endured the searing dark, 

A prophet holding Eden’s spark. 

He bore the ache of sacred pain, 

And waited for the Lord’s domain. 

 

And when the angels came by night, 

They whispered: “Now depart in flight. 

Do not look back, let go the past— 

The storm of justice gathers fast.” 

 

He left the land that crushed his plea, 

And crossed into eternity. 

A heart in exile, torn yet whole, 

Still clasping tight the soul’s true goal. 

 

His wife looked back—one fatal glance— 

She froze in time, entrapped by trance. 

For she could not release the shame, 

And turned to salt for love of name. 

 

O traveler walking now through flame, 
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Your world may mock the truth you claim. 

Yet hold your heart like Lot held his— 

A compass in the soul’s abyss. 

 

For hearts must turn, and turn again, 

To rise above this world of pain. 

The Qalb that weeps becomes a gate— 

Where mercy dawns and sheds its weight. 

 

The Prophet’s tears, the sacred strain, 

Are gifts that purify through pain. 

And from the ash of cities lost, 

He forged a light untouched by cost 

 

So when you find yourself alone, 

Surrounded by a world turned stone, 

Recall the man who walked at night, 

Whose silence rang with Heaven’s light. 

 

Let not your gaze be drawn behind, 

But fix your heart where stars align. 

The Real is near, though veiled by dust— 
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And solitude becomes your trust. 

 

O Sentinel, O heart so true— 

The path is narrow, known by few. 

But even if the world should rot, 

Stand firm, and walk the way of Lot. 
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Chapter 14 
The Wisdom of Destiny in the Words of Uzayr 

Ḥikmat al-Qadariyyah fī Kalimat ʿUzayriyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 

Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 

Serug → Nahor → Terah → Haran → Lut → Levi → 

Kohath → Amram → Aaron → Eleazar → Phinehas → 

Abishua → Bukki → Uzzi → Zerahiah → Meraioth → 

Azariah → Amariah → Ahitub → Zadok → Shallum → 

Hilkiah → Azariah → Seraiah → Ezra 

Historical Context of the Coming of Ezra 

After the Babylonian conquest (around 586 BCE), 

Jerusalem was destroyed, the Temple of Solomon was 

burned, and most Israelites were taken captive to Babylon. 

For seventy years, their sacred traditions, scriptures, and 

priesthood nearly disappeared. The people had lost their 

sense of identity, unity, and Divine direction. Ezra came 

after the exile, during the time of King Artaxerxes of 

Persia, when the Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem. 

His mission was not to build an empire — but to rebuild 

spiritual consciousness. Thus, Ezra appears at the dawn of 

restoration — when revelation had to be renewed, not in 

the form of a new Book, but in the revival of memory of 

the old one. 

Political Reason — Restoration of Divine Law after 

Captivity 

Politically, Israel had been shattered and ruled by foreign 

empires — Babylon first, then Persia. Ezra’s coming served 
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to reconstitute a theocratic order under divine law, not 

political dominance. 

• He reinstated the Torah, re-establishing the moral 

and legal framework of society. 

• He reorganized the priesthood and reformed 

governance, ensuring the people’s law was again 

aligned with divine order rather than imperial 

decrees. 

From a Qur’anic metaphysical view, every prophetic cycle 

begins with disorder (fitnah) and ends with restoration 

(tawbah). Ezra’s appearance marks the phase of return — 

the soul of Israel turning back to its Source. Social and 

Economic Reason — Healing a Fragmented Society.  

Socially, after the exile, communities were divided — 

between those who remained in Babylon, those who had 

assimilated, and those who returned to ruins. Economically, 

Jerusalem was impoverished. The temple, once the heart of 

their civilization, lay in dust. 

Ezra’s Reforms 

• Re-established justice and equity among classes. 

• Restored the communal distribution system based 

on the Law of Moses (Zakat-like principles). 

• Reunited people around a shared ethical and 

spiritual center, rather than power or wealth. 

Metaphysically, this reflects the rebuilding of the inner 

temple — the heart of humanity after exile into the material 

world. Just as the physical temple was rebuilt, the heart as 

the Throne of God (Arsh ar-Rahman), was reawakened 

through divine remembrance. 
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Metaphysical Reason — Revival of the Lost Light of 

Revelation 

This is perhaps the deepest layer. 

The Qur’an (9:30) mentions: “The Jews say, ‘Uzayr (Ezra) 

is the son of Allah.’” 

This does not imply divinity in the Christian sense, but that 

Ezra was seen as a reviver of the Light, one who “brought 

the Word back to life” after it was lost. He was so luminous 

in knowledge that the people believed God had 

“reincarnated the Torah” through him. 

• Ezra represents the principle of divine remembrance 

(dhikr) — the soul’s capacity to recover what was 

once forgotten. 

• He is a symbol of resurrection — not bodily, but 

spiritual: when Divine Truth, seemingly dead, rises 

again within human consciousness. 

• His life parallels the Qur’anic story of the man 

whom God caused to die for a hundred years and 

then revived, who said, “How can Allah bring this 

to life after its death?” (2:259). Many exegetes 

identify that man as ‘Uzayr (Ezra) himself — 

representing the resurrection of faith after exile. 

Thus, his mission was not to reveal a new message, but to 

rekindle the eternal message within a civilization that had 

spiritually died. 

The “Rememberer”: Ezra and the Resurrection of 

Divine Consciousness 

The Qur’anic narrative of ʿUzayr (Ezra) — “Or [consider] 

him who passed by a township which had fallen into ruin. 
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He said: ‘How will Allah bring this to life after its death?’ 

So Allah caused him to die for a hundred years, then 

brought him back to life” (Qur’an 2:259) — serves as a 

profound theological and metaphysical allegory within 

Islamic tradition. In Ibn ʿArabī’s interpretation, this event 

transcends the literal miracle to reveal an ontological 

discourse concerning divine knowledge (ʿilm), time, 

causality, and predestination (al-qadar). Through the story 

of ʿUzayr, Ibn ʿArabī articulates how divine consciousness 

unfolds within human awareness and how creation 

participates in the eternal self-disclosure of God (tajallī). 

Death, Resurrection, and the Suspension of 

Temporality 

Ibn ʿArabī interprets ʿUzayr’s century-long death not as a 

biological cessation but as a metaphysical interval — a 

rupture in linear time wherein the prophet experiences the 

timeless domain of divine knowledge. His subsequent 

resurrection marks the reintegration of this transcendent 

awareness into temporal perception. Thus, ʿUzayr becomes 

a paradigm for the human intellect’s awakening from the 

confines of sequential perception to the realization of 

divine simultaneity. This episode demonstrates, in Ibn 

ʿArabī’s ontology, that al-Ḥaqq (the Real) holds absolute 

sovereignty over both being and non-being. Reality itself 

remains continuously under divine governance, even when 

human perception fails to recognize it. 

The Doctrine of al-Qadar: Divine Predetermination and 

Ontological Measure 

For Ibn ʿArabī, al-qadar signifies the pre-eternal structure 

of all existence — the measured determination through 

which every entity manifests according to divine 
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knowledge. It is not fatalistic determinism but a 

harmonization of divine omniscience and created freedom. 

In his formulation: 

• All events are pre-contained within God’s 

knowledge (ʿilm azalī). 

• The unfolding of these events in time represents 

their manifestation, not their origination. 

• Human actions, though freely experienced, remain 

encompassed by divine knowledge and will 

(irādah). 

From this perspective, what appears as randomness or 

choice in the phenomenal world is the temporal expression 

of an eternal archetype. Thus, al-qadar reflects divine 

wisdom actualized through creation — a system both 

determined and dynamic, mechanical in neither essence nor 

operation. 

Divine Knowledge, Will, and Creation 

Ibn ʿArabī distinguishes three interrelated aspects of divine 

activity: 

1. ʿIlm (Knowledge) — eternal, immutable, and all-

encompassing; 

2. Irādah (Will) — the volitional determination that 

brings knowledge into manifest form; 

3. Khalq (Creation) — the realization of these eternal 

truths within time and space. 

In this tripartite schema, divine knowledge remains 

unaltered; what changes is merely the disclosure of what is 

already known. Reality, therefore, resembles a cosmic 

script authored by God — the omniscient playwright — 
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while creation performs the narrative without full 

awareness of its conclusion. 

This does not negate spontaneity; rather, spontaneity itself 

is foreknown and included within the divine script. Hence 

Ibn ʿArabī’s metaphysical axiom, lā mawjūd illā Allāh — 

“There is no existent but God” — serves as both an 

ontological and epistemological principle. 

Theological Rationale: The Necessity of Manifestation 

The Qur’an affirms: “Indeed, all things We created with 

predestination” (54:49). If divine knowledge is total, why 

creation at all? Islamic theologians and mystics answer that 

creation is the theater of divine manifestation. God’s 

Names — al-Khāliq (The Creator), al-Raḥmān (The 

Merciful), al-ʿAdl (The Just) — require a domain of 

appearance for their disclosure. 

Creation thus functions as the stage upon which divine 

attributes become visible, not for God’s sake, but for the 

sake of the beings who witness. Human existence is a test 

— not for God to learn, but for humanity to actualize its 

latent potential and recognize divine reality. The Qur’an 

proclaims: 

 “He may test you as to which of you is best in deed” 

(67:2). 

In Sufi metaphysics, this unfolding is the process of tajallī 

— divine self-disclosure — through which the hidden 

treasure (kanz makhfī) is made known. The cosmos 

becomes a mirror in which God contemplates Himself, and 

humanity, as the microcosm, becomes the conscious 

reflector of that divine gaze. 
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The Preserved Tablet and the Metaphysics of Time 

Ibn ʿArabī correlates ʿUzayr’s experience with the concept 

of al-Lawḥ al-Maḥfūẓ (the Preserved Tablet), the repository 

of all divine knowledge. The Tablet is not a physical object 

but a metaphysical principle — the mirror of God’s 

omniscience wherein all possibilities are eternally 

inscribed. 

ʿUzayr’s death and revival serve as an existential encounter 

with this reality. His perception of a hundred years as “a 

day or part of a day” underscores the relativity of time and 

its illusory nature when compared to divine timelessness. In 

this sense, Ibn ʿArabī’s insight anticipates modern 

discussions of temporal relativity and the “block universe” 

theory of physics, in which all moments coexist in a single 

continuum. 

Human and Divine Perception 

Human beings perceive existence sequentially — past, 

present, future — whereas God perceives all temporal 

moments simultaneously. Ibn ʿArabī likens this to an artist 

who beholds the entire painting at once, while the observer 

sees it stroke by stroke. 

For the spiritual seeker (sālik), the path to divine realization 

involves aligning perception with this eternal perspective, 

achieved not through rational cognition but through 

unveiling (kashf). Thus, ʿUzayr’s experience represents an 

epistemological transformation: from speculative 

questioning (“How will Allah bring this to life?”) to direct 

gnosis of divine order. 
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Causality and Divine Agency 

One of Ibn ʿArabī’s key metaphysical propositions is that 

causes and effects are created simultaneously within divine 

knowledge. Human perception, bound by time, experiences 

them sequentially. Hence, what we identify as “natural 

law” is merely the habitual order of divine manifestation 

(ʿāda Allāh), not an independent or necessary mechanism. 

Modern physics offers intriguing parallels, particularly in 

quantum theory, where causality can appear non-local or 

retro-causal. Such insights resonate with Ibn ʿArabī’s 

assertion that the linear chain of cause and effect is a 

construct of perception, not of ultimate reality. 

Freedom and Predestination: The Sacred Paradox 

Ibn ʿArabī resolves the paradox between divine decree and 

human freedom with a nuanced synthesis: “You are 

compelled in your will, yet free in your action — and even 

this distinction is within God’s knowing.” Human volition 

arises as a gift within the divine order; our choices are 

genuine, yet already encompassed in God’s eternal 

awareness. This is neither fatalism nor radical autonomy, 

but a sacred determinism grounded in the unity of being. 

The Symbolic Role of ʿUzayr 

Within Ibn ʿArabī’s cosmology, ʿUzayr represents the 

seeker who questions divine processes, is transformed by 

divine reality, and returns as the “Rememberer” — the one 

who embodies divine consciousness within the human 

form. His story illustrates that true knowledge of God is not 

intellectual but transformative: a resurrection from 

forgetfulness (ghaflah) into remembrance (dhikr). 
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Contemporary Resonances 

William Chittick emphasizes that ʿUzayr’s narrative 

elucidates Ibn ʿArabī’s doctrine of the aʿyān thābitah — the 

“fixed entities” or eternal archetypes of beings in divine 

knowledge. Predestination, then, is not constriction but 

harmonious order. The cosmos is a symphony of divine 

wisdom, not a product of chaos or randomness. 

Modern thought reflects parallel intuitions: 

• Psychology: Jung’s archetypal Self corresponds to 

the totality already latent within divine knowledge. 

• Physics: Relativity’s “block universe” affirms a 

timeless continuum akin to Ibn ʿArabī’s eternal 

now. 

• Philosophy: His metaphysics transcends Stoic 

determinism and existential despair by rooting both 

freedom and fate in divine Love — the creative 

energy of Being. 

“What was, is, and will be — is already seen by the One 

who knows.” 

ʿUzayr’s resurrection symbolizes the reawakening of divine 

remembrance within humanity. Through his story, Ibn 
ʿArabī teaches that freedom and destiny, being and 
becoming, time and eternity — all converge in the infinite 

wisdom of the Real (al-Ḥaqq). To remember is to awaken, 
and to awaken is to witness that every event unfolds within 

the compassionate and measured order of the Divine. 

The Scroll of Qadar 
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In broken lands where silence moans, 

ʿUzayr once walked through shattered bones. 

The walls had wept, the roofs had bled, 

He turned to God and softly said: 

 

“How shall this ruin rise again? 

What hand restores the drowned from pain? 

What spark revives the ashes cold? 
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Who rewrites life where death takes hold?” 

Then came the hush of heaven’s breath, 

A dreamless sleep, a sculpted death. 

No clock did tick, no crows did cry, 

The years dissolved beneath the sky. 

 

A hundred winters touched the land, 

Yet felt to him like grains of sand. 

He woke to goats and bread intact— 

The soul returned, the veil untracked. 

 

“How long?” he asked. “A day? No, less.” 

Thus spoke the Lord with tenderness. 

“We held your form in still suspense, 

To show you how My truths commence.” 

 

O seeker, hear this subtle law— 

The thread of fate has neither flaw. 
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Each breath you take, each tear you shed, 

Was penned before your soul was bred. 

 

Not chains that bind, but light that weaves, 

A script inscribed in ageless leaves. 

Your choices bloom, your will is free, 

But rooted deep in God’s decree. 

 

The world you see is not the whole— 

You glimpse a line, He holds the scroll. 

The cause and effect, the when and why, 

Are mirrored in the timeless Eye. 

 

Predestined rain, yet still it falls, 

Your call was heard before your calls. 

Each atom spins by Wisdom’s thread, 

And yet you walk, and love, and dread. 
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ʿUzayr beheld what few can bear— 

That time is but a cloak we wear. 

The Real is not confined by ticks, 

But moves in curves, not clocks or sticks. 

 

He saw the Book that angels read, 

Where death is birth, and loss is seed. 

Where even doubt is well designed, 

A mirror made for hearts to find. 

 

So when you ask, “Why this, why me?” 

Remember ʿUzayr’s mystery. 

To know the path is not control— 

It is to trust the Knower’s role. 

 

Your breath, your sleep, your rise, your fall, 

Are threads within the All-in-All. 

The Author writes, the ink is Light, 
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The play is yours—but known in Night. 

 

Walk, then, not blind, but bold with grace, 

Each step, a line God chose to place. 

And though you walk in veiled attire, 

The path is lit by Love’s desire. 
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Chapter 15 

The Wisdom of the Spirit in the Word of Jesus 

Ḥikmat al-Rūḥ fī Kalimat ʿ Īsā 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 
Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 
Serug → Nahor → Terah → Abraham → Isaac → Jacob → 

Judah → Perez → Hezron → Ram → Amminadab → 
Nahshon → Salmon → Boaz → Obed → Jesse → David 

→ Solomon … Rehoboam … Abijah … Asa … 
Jehoshaphat … Joram … Uzziah … Jotham … Ahaz … 
Hezekiah … Manasseh … Amon … Josiah → Jeconiah … 

Shealtiel → Zerubbabel … Abiud … Eliakim … Azor … 
Zadok … Achim … Eliud → Eleazar → Matthan → Jacob 

→ Mary (Maryam) → Jesus (ʿĪsā ibn Maryam) 

The Coming of Jesus: Renewal of Spirit in a World of 

Form 

By the time of the coming of Jesus (ʿĪsā ibn Maryam), 

humanity stood at a critical threshold — politically 
fractured, socially divided, economically unjust, and 
spiritually hollow. His advent was not merely an event in 

history but a metaphysical necessity, the descent of Divine 
mercy into a world suffocating under its own material 

weight. 

Political Context: The Shadow of Empire 

Politically, the world was under the iron grip of imperial 
systems. The Roman Empire had extended its dominion 
over Judea, reducing a once-free people to subjects of 
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foreign rule. Kings and governors, like Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, symbolized a corrupted leadership that served 

imperial interests rather than divine justice. The priestly 
elite, aligned with political powers, had turned the Temple 

— once a sanctuary of God’s Presence — into an 
institution of authority and commerce.  In this setting, Jesus 
appeared as a prophet of truth, not to overthrow Rome by 

sword, but to expose the inner tyranny of the human heart. 
His kingdom was “not of this world,” yet His message 

carried revolutionary implications — for it declared that 
true sovereignty belongs to God alone. He came to restore 
divine authority where human ambition had usurped it. 

Socio-Economic Context: Inequality and Exploitation 

Economically, society had become a hierarchy of 
exploitation. The poor were crushed under taxes, the sick 
neglected, and widows and orphans abandoned by those 

entrusted with their care. The wealthy cloaked their greed 
in religious righteousness, giving alms for display while 

ignoring the spirit of compassion. 

Jesus entered this landscape as a voice for the voiceless. 
His miracles — feeding the hungry, healing the blind, and 
the leper — were not mere acts of wonder but signs of 

divine justice made visible. He rebalanced the scales of 
value, teaching that “the last shall be first and the meek 

shall inherit the earth.” His presence redefined wealth, 
transforming it from an accumulation of gold to abundance 
of heart. 

Historical Context: Spiritual Stagnation and the Need 

for Renewal 

Historically, the Children of Israel had been blessed with a 
long succession of prophets — from Abraham to Moses, 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

416 

from David to John the Baptist (Yaḥyā). Yet over centuries, 
revelation had become ritual, and faith had hardened into 

form. The Law (Torah), originally a light for guidance, had 
become entangled in legalism and dispute. 

Jesus came as a breath of renewal, the “Word (Kalima) of 

God” made flesh — not to abolish the Law, but to unveil its 
inner spirit. He revived the prophetic current that 
reconnects humanity to direct divine experience. His words 

carried the fragrance of a forgotten Eden, calling humanity 
back to innocence and unity. As the Qur’an declares: 

“And We gave Jesus, the son of Mary, clear signs and 

strengthened him with the Holy Spirit.” (Surah al-Baqarah 
2:87) 

Thus, his coming was both a continuation and a 

culmination — the dawn of mercy after an age of moral 
exhaustion. 

 

Metaphysical Context: The Descent of the Word 

Metaphysically, the appearance of Jesus represents a 

profound mystery of divine manifestation. The Logos — 
the eternal Word — descended into human form through a 
virgin birth, unmediated by human agency. This act 

symbolized the pure receptivity of creation to divine 
command: 

“When He decrees a thing, He only says to it, ‘Be,’ and it 

is.” (Qur’an 3:47) 

Jesus, therefore, stands as the bridge between the finite and 
the Infinite, the visible and the unseen. In him, the breath of 
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God that once animated Adam found perfect reflection. He 
is Rūḥullāh — the Spirit of God — through whom divine 

compassion flowed into the broken world. His miracles 
were outward signs of an inward truth: that consciousness 

itself, when aligned with the Divine Will, can restore life to 
the dead — physically, morally, and spiritually. 

 

The Universal Message: Resurrection of the Inner 

World 

The need for Jesus’ coming was thus universal. Humanity 
had mastered the outer world — law, empire, trade — but 
had lost its inner compass. Jesus came to resurrect the 

heart, to remind humanity that the true temple of God is 
within. His cross became the axis of reconciliation between 

heaven and earth — the vertical line of spirit intersecting 
the horizontal plane of matter. 

In every age, this symbol endures: the call to transcend ego, 
to forgive, to love even one’s enemy — not as weakness 

but as divine strength. His message remains timeless 
because it addresses the eternal need of the soul — to 

remember its source. 

In sum, the coming of Jesus was not only a historical 
intervention but a cosmic event, restoring balance between 
divine mercy and worldly justice, between the seen and the 

unseen. Politically, he challenged tyranny with truth; 
economically, he lifted the oppressed; historically, he 

renewed prophecy; and metaphysically, he revealed that the 
Word of God lives within every soul that listens. 
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Through him, the Spirit remembered itself, and through 
remembrance, humanity was offered the path back to the 

One. 

 

Overview 

This chapter is not merely a theological meditation on Jesus 
(ʿĪsā); it is a profound metaphysical discourse on the nature 

of spirit (rūḥ), divine speech (kalima), creation, prophecy, 
sainthood, and the spiritual potential latent within 

humanity. Jesus, in Ibn ʿArabī’s vision, is the Spirit from 
God (rūḥ min ʾillāh), born without a father — the direct 
imprint of the Divine command kun fayakūn (“Be, and it 

is”) — and the breath (nafas) of the All-Merciful made 
manifest. He is not divine by essence, but a mirror 

reflecting divine attributes in their most luminous form. 

 

Core Themes and Metaphysical Insights 

Jesus as Rūḥ Allāh – The Spirit of God 

In the Qur’an (4:171), Jesus is designated as Rūḥ Allāh — 
“a Spirit from God.” Ibn ʿArabī emphasizes this not merely 

as a title, but as an ontological reality. Spirit is neither 
matter nor form; it is the emanation of the Divine 
Command (amr) that transcends causality and temporality. 

• Jesus’s miraculous birth without a father reflects 
this principle: a spirit unmediated by biology, 
shaped solely by Divine Will. 
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• He exemplifies the spirit that creates by command, 
not generation — a living metaphor of kun (Be), the 
instant Divine actualization of potential. 

❝The spirit is not engendered by generation but by 

command.❞ — Ibn ʿArabī 

Jesus as the Word (Kalima) and Divine Logos 

The Qur’an also refers to Jesus as “His Word which He 

cast into Mary” (4:171). This Word is not linguistic but 
ontological — a reality that brings non-being into being. 

• Jesus embodies the Divine Word as a metaphysical 
principle: the Logos through which the unmanifest 
becomes manifest. 

• This resembles the Neoplatonic Logos — the 
mediating principle between the Infinite and the 
finite, the uncreated and the created. 

• Jesus is not God incarnate but the maẓhar (locus of 
manifestation) of the Divine Speech — the speech-

act of God embodied in human form. 

The Breath of the All-Merciful (Nafas al-Raḥmānī) 

Creation itself, according to Ibn ʿArabī, arises from the 
Divine Breath (nafas) that gives form to the Names of God. 

• In Jesus, this breath becomes visible-   his act of 
breathing life into clay birds (Qur’an 3:49) is a 
mirror of God’s breathing life into Adam.  

• Jesus becomes a microcosmic creator — not by his 
own power, but “by God’s leave”  (bi idhn Allāh), 

echoing the Divine creative act. 
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❝When he breathes into clay, it becomes a bird by God’s 

leave — just as God breathed into clay and it became 

Adam.❞ (Fusus Al Hikam) 

Jesus thus embodies the Spirit-as-actor, functioning within 
the material world while pointing beyond it. 

Speech from the Cradle – The Primordial Voice 

Jesus’s ability to speak from the cradle signifies the 

immediacy of Divine Spirit — unmediated truth 
manifesting without the need for maturation. 

• William Chittick interprets this as a metaphor for 
innate gnosis — the soul’s direct and pre-rational 
recognition of Divine Reality. 

• The cradle speech is a symbol of the primordial 
intelligence inherent in the spiritual essence of man, 
untouched by worldly conditioning. 

Healing and Resurrection – Signs of the Living Spirit 

Jesus’s miracles — raising the dead, healing the blind and 

lepers — are not historical anomalies but metaphysical 
symbols. 

• He enacts the Names of God: al-Ḥayy (The Living), 
al-Muḥyī (The Giver of Life), al-Raḥmān (The 
Merciful). 

• These acts symbolize the revival of spiritual death: 
healing the soul estranged from its Source, restoring 

cosmic harmony. 
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Chittick observes that Jesus’s healing is a spiritual 
sacrament, restoring both body and soul — realigning 

creation with Divine Presence. 

Mary’s Womb as the Cosmic Receptacle 

Mary (Maryam), as the pure vessel of Jesus’s birth, plays a 
metaphysical role beyond her historical personhood. 

• Her womb is the cosmic matrix, the mirror that 
receives the Divine Command and manifests it 
without male intervention. 

• It symbolizes creation’s receptivity to Divine Light 
— passive yet profoundly potent. 

❝The womb of Mary is like the cosmos receiving the 

command ‘Be’.❞ 

Here, the feminine principle becomes the sacred container 
for spiritual birth — a reminder that love, receptivity, and 
surrender are the true conditions for Divine manifestation. 

Jesus as the Seal of Sainthood (Khatm al-Wilāyah) 

Ibn ʿArabī makes a bold metaphysical distinction between: 

• Muhammad as the Seal of Prophethood (Khatm al-
Nubuwwah), representing the completion of 

legislative prophecy. 

• Jesus as the Seal of Sainthood (Khatm al-Wilāyah), 
the completion of inward gnosis and proximity to 

God. 
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❝There is a sainthood that is Muhammadan and a sainthood 

that is Jesusian. The Muhammadan is law-bearing; the 

Jesusian is inward and universal.❞ 

Jesus, in this framework, is the spiritual pole (quṭb) — a 
being who reflects pure Spirit without the mediation of law, 
signifying the culmination of divine intimacy. 

The Return of Jesus – Spiritual and Cosmic Fulfillment 

Ibn ʿArabī reinterprets the Second Coming of Jesus as the 
re-entry of pure spirit into the world, not to introduce a new 
law but to confirm the Muhammadan reality. 

• Jesus will rule by the Sharīʿ ah of Muhammad, 
symbolizing the harmony of inward realization and 
outward form. 

• His return represents the completion of the spiritual 
cycle, where the vertical (spirit) descends again into 

the horizontal (form) to fulfill the balance of 
existence. 

This is not merely eschatology — it is ontological 

cosmogenesis, the culmination of the soul’s journey back to 
unity. 

Participation in Divine Names 

Jesus manifests a constellation of Divine Names — al-Rūḥ, 
al-Ḥayy, al-Karīm — becoming a living ringstone (fāṣ) of 

divine attributes. 

• His life is a perfect reflection of these Names in 
action, an embodiment of mercy, healing, and 
spiritual vitality. 
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• He becomes a mirror of the Divine, not in essence 
but in complete transparency — revealing the Real 
through every word, breath, and act. 

Resurrection as Inner Awakening 

When Ibn ʿArabī speaks of resurrection beginning “in the 
heart,” he shifts the meaning from a literal, physical event 

to a spiritual transformation. In this context: 

• Resurrection is not just something that happens at 
the end of time, but a continuous possibility within 

each individual through spiritual awakening. 

• Jesus is a symbol (not just a historical figure) of this 
spiritual rebirth. His presence represents the “Spirit 
of God” (Rūḥ Allāh) — the Divine breath that can 

awaken and vivify the soul. 

Symbolism of Jesus: The Spirit of Resurrection 

Ibn ʿArabī sees Jesus not just as a past prophet but as a 
living spiritual archetype: 

• His return (nuzūl) can be interpreted not primarily 
as the physical reappearance of a historical body, 
but as the return or unveiling of the Christic spirit 

— the Divine Spirit (rūḥ) that can awaken human 
hearts. 

• This means the “form” of Jesus is not the focus, but 

the spirit he embodies — the life-giving, inwardly-

resurrecting spirit that transforms human 

consciousness. 

William Chittick’s Sufi Framework: Fanāʾ and Baqāʾ 
Chittick connects this vision with the Sufi path: 
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• Fanāʾ (annihilation) — the ego dies. 

• Baqāʾ (subsistence) — the soul continues in and 
through God. 

Jesus, in this framework, represents someone who has died 

to the lower self and lives by the Spirit of God. His 
“return,” then, is the re-emergence of this archetypal state 
— not necessarily a return of his physical body and face, 

but of the transformative presence of Divine Spirit within 
awakened beings. 

According to this metaphysical perspective: 

Jesus’s return is not necessarily physical in the way many 

expect — but a spiritual unveiling. 

• Not the same bodily form and face, but the spirit of 
Christ — the life-giving breath of God — will be 

made visible inwardly, through hearts that have 
undergone resurrection. 

• This does not negate a possible outward 
manifestation entirely, but it reorients focus to the 
spiritual meaning: the return of Divine 

Consciousness in the world through awakened 
individuals. 

Theological and Psychological Integration  

• Jesus represents the human soul fully awakened — 
the spiritual archetype who breathes by Divine 
leave, heals by mercy, and resurrects by love. 

• He teaches that true authority is spiritual, not 
institutional; his miracles are not magic but signs 

(āyāt) of ontological truth. 



Sam Mohsin 

425 

• His return is not just prophecy fulfilled, but the 
triumph of spirit over matter, the victory of 
compassion over domination. 

The Spirit and the Word: 

 

In silent womb where secrets gleam, 

A breath descended, not a dream. 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

426 

No father’s seed, no worldly flame — 

But Light itself that carved His name. 

 

A word was cast through Mary’s veil, 

No thunder broke, no trumpet’s wail. 

Just Be! — the echo of Divine, 

Now breathed in flesh, a sacred sign. 

 

He came not robed in earthly crown, 

But Spirit’s grace in form laid down. 

No scepter forged by hands of might, 

But mercy, wisdom, truth, and light. 

 

Jesus, the Spirit — Rūḥ Allāh called, 

In whom the voice of God enthralled. 

Not born by flesh, but by decree, 

A breath-shaped soul in mystery. 
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The amr that rides the skies unseen, 

Became the man in Nazarene. 

The “Be!” resounds beyond all frame — 

And Jesus rose, not born of name. 

 

He is the Kalima made known, 

The speech through whom the seeds are sown. 

Not ink nor sound, but being’s core — 

The door through which the Real will pour. 

 

Logos divine, in form expressed, 

The Truth in human shape compressed. 

Not God, but mirror — crystal clear, 

Where Names of God in Light appear. 

 

He breathed to clay and clay took flight, 

A bird by leave, not by his might. 

As Adam stirred from sacred dust, 
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So too did forms arise from trust. 

 

For breath was not his own to give — 

But loaned by Him through whom we live. 

Creation’s breath — the nafas true — 

In him, the winds of mercy blew. 

 

From cradle lips came speech profound, 

No waiting years to turn around. 

A child, yet knower of the flame, 

Who spoke the Truth before he came. 

The soul, unshackled, knew the Source, 

Pre-formed, pre-bound to time or course. 

Innate gnosis in him stirred — 

The timeless voice in time was heard. 

 

With healing palms, the blind could see, 

The dead awoke, the soul walked free. 
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But not by magic, nor by art — 

Each miracle a pierced heart. 

 

For in his hands the Names would burn: 

The Living, Loving, those who turn. 

Al-Ḥayy, al-Raḥmān through him shone, 

As veils of death were gently gone. 

 

O Mary, womb of cosmic scale, 

In you the Spirit sets its sail. 

Not merely mother — sacred space, 

Where kun descends with silent grace. 

 

Your stillness bore the weight of stars, 

The Formless wrapped in human scars. 

The matrix of receiving Light, 

Where night gave birth to morning’s height. 
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He is the Seal, but not of Law — 

No prophet’s tongue, no jurist’s draw. 

But saint of saints, the inward path, 

Beyond the scroll, beyond the wrath. 

 

His is the pole of silent flame, 

The axis turning without name. 

No Shari’ah did he bring anew — 

But spirit’s wind that passes through. 

 

The Second Coming — not of face, 

But Spirit filling time and space. 

Not throne or sword, but breath returns, 

To fan the flame, the seeker yearns. 

 

He will affirm the Prophet’s Way, 

Yet shine within, not merely say. 

The inward law, the outward frame, 
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In him converges to praise one Name. 

 

Through Jesus shine the Names Divine — 

Not claimed as his, but as a sign. 

He walked as mercy, spoke as fire, 

His hands as healing, heart entire. 

 

The fāṣ of Light, the jewel of glass, 

Where Attributes of God do pass. 

Transparent soul, like polished sea, 

Reflecting vast divinity. 

 

Yet death is not the final door — 

It opens inward, evermore. 

For resurrection is the flame, 

Where ego dies, and Truth will claim. 

 

Fanāʾ in him — the self erased, 
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Baqāʾ — through God alone, he’s graced. 

No tomb can cage what never sleeps, 

The soul ascends while the body weeps. 

 

So, seeker, let this be your guide: 

Let not the outward law decide. 

But find the cradle in your chest, 

Where Spirit waits to manifest. 

 

Speak truth with breath, not a sharpened word. 

Let silence teach what can’t be heard. 

Receive the Be — not as a phrase, 

But as the Light that forms your days. 

 

For Jesus is not past nor gone — 

He walks the world at every dawn. 

In every heart that bears the flame, 

That breathes by God, and speaks His name. 
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From cradle cry to grave’s release, 

He sings the song that births our peace. 

And when the soul is healed by Love — 

That’s when he truly comes above. 

 

O bearer of the breath inside, 

Let ego fall, let spirit guide. 

For Rūḥ was cast and Kalima born — 

To turn your night to endless morn. 

 

So rise, O soul, from slumber deep — 

The Christ within has ceased to sleep. 

The Word still speaks, the Spirit flies — 

In you, the living Truth shall rise 
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Chapter 16 

The Seal of Mercy in the Word of Solomon (Sulaymān) 

Ḥikmat al-Raḥma fī Kalimat Sulaymān 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 
Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 
Serug → Nahor → Terah → Abraham (Ibrahim) → Isaac 

(Ishaq) → Jacob (Ya‘qub) → Judah → … → Boaz → 
Obed → Jesse (Yishai) → David (Dāwūd) → Solomon 

(Sulaymān) 

Political Reason of Solomon’s Coming — The 

Manifestation of Divine Governance on Earth 

Suleiman’s advent fulfilled a divine need to unite spiritual 

authority and temporal power within one soul. His father, 
Prophet Dawud (David), had laid the foundations of a 
righteous kingdom, but Solomon’s mission was to perfect it 

— not merely as a king, but as a Khalifah (vicegerent) who 
mirrors the divine order in governance. 

• In his reign, justice, beauty, and wisdom became 
one. The Qur’an portrays him as a ruler whose 
decisions reflected the balance (mīzān) of the 

cosmos itself. 

• He governed humans, jinn, and animals alike — 
symbolizing a cosmic politics, where every being 
has a place under divine law. 

• Politically, his mission was to demonstrate what it 
means when divine knowledge governs power — 
that true kingship is servanthood before God. 
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Thus, politically, Solomon’s coming was to establish the 
prototype of sacred kingship, showing that authority 

without divine consciousness becomes tyranny, but when 
infused with wisdom, it becomes harmony. 

Socio-Economic Reason — The Alchemy of Wealth and 

Spirituality 

In Suleiman’s time, the material world was beginning to 
bloom with trade routes, crafts, and expanding kingdoms. 

Humanity was entering an age where wealth and expansion 
could easily lead to arrogance and detachment from God. 

Suleiman’s role was to sanctify material abundance — to 
reveal that the treasures of the earth, the winds, the metals, 

and even the speech of birds — all are forms of divine 
praise when used in service of truth. 

• He commanded the winds to move his ships — 
symbolizing mastery of trade and technology, but 
under divine guidance. 

• He employed jinn and men in the construction of 
temples and palaces — representing the unification 

of the seen and unseen worlds in human 
civilization. 

• He accumulated immense wealth, yet remained 
utterly detached from it — showing that prosperity, 
when purified by gratitude, becomes a vehicle for 

divine remembrance. 

Thus, socio-economically, Solomon’s mission was to 
integrate spirit and matter, teaching that wealth is not evil 

— only the forgetfulness of its Source is. 

 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

436 

Historical Reason — The Culmination of the Davidic 

Covenant 

Historically, Solomon’s appearance marks the apex of the 

Israelite prophetic civilization. 

After Moses delivered the Law and David established the 
Kingdom, Solomon embodied their union — Law 

(Sharī‘ah) and Wisdom (Ḥikmah) — in perfect synthesis. 

His reign represented a golden age of monotheism, 
scholarship, and inter-civilizational contact. 

• The Temple (Bayt al-Maqdis) symbolized the center 
of the world, mirroring the celestial Temple above 
— a house built not merely of stone, but of light and 

dhikr. 

• His correspondence with Bilqis, the Queen of 
Sheba, reveals the universal dimension of revelation 
— the merging of male and female, east and west, 
intellect and intuition — through the recognition of 

the One God. 

Historically, he thus stands as the bridge between prophetic 
law and prophetic wisdom, ensuring the legacy of 

monotheism before later fragmentation and exile. 

Metaphysical Reason — The Mirror of Divine Totality 

Metaphysically, Solomon’s reality (ḥaqīqah 
Sulaymāniyyah) is that of comprehensive balance — a 

reflection of the Name “al-Malik” (The King) and “al-
Ḥakīm” (The Wise). 

• His dominion over nature, jinn, and spirit 
symbolizes the integrated consciousness of the 
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perfected human — one who has harmonized the 
animal, psychic, and angelic realms within. 

• His ability to understand the language of birds is not 
a mere miracle — it is the unveiling of universal 

communication, where every atom praises its Lord. 

• His humility — praying for “a kingdom that none 
after him would have” (Qur’an 38:35) — was not 
for pride, but to manifest the completeness of divine 
trusteeship, showing that only through surrender 

can one rule creation. 

In Ibn Arabi’s metaphysical vision, Solomon is the seal of 
manifest sovereignty — just as Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم is the seal of 

inner revelation. Solomon’s being unites the outer and 
inner aspects of divine wisdom — command and mercy, 

law and love, form and spirit. 

The Divine Symphony of Solomon 

Prophet Suleiman came at a time when the human world 
was learning to master the external — power, wealth, and 
knowledge — but risked losing the internal. His life 

became a cosmic correction, a mirror of divine harmony, 
teaching that: 

“When man rules with wisdom, he reflects God’s rule; 

when he rules without it, he veils Him.” -Sufi 
interpretations of divine governance  

Thus, his coming was politically necessary to demonstrate 

divine governance, socially necessary to sanctify 
prosperity, historically necessary to crown the prophetic 
kingdom, and metaphysically necessary to reveal the 

human potential as the bridge between the seen and unseen 
worlds. 
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Overview 

Ibn ʿArabī presents Solomon not as a figure of political 
grandeur or mythical power, but as a divine archetype of 

Mercy (Raḥma) and Breath (Rūḥ)—a perfect embodiment 
of the Insān al-Kāmil (Perfect Human) who wields spiritual 

authority through harmonized breath and command. His 
kingship is a mirror of divine governance: a rule not based 
on coercion, but on the integration of mercy, knowledge, 

cosmic balance, and spiritual resonance. 

1. Solomon as the Archetype of Divine Mercy 

Solomon is the Seal of Mercy among pre-Muhammadan 
prophets. In him, Ibn ʿArabī sees a complete fusion of 

power and compassion, reflecting the balance of Divine 
Names: 

• Al-Malik (The King) and Al-Raḥmān (The All-
Merciful) 

• Al-Ḥakīm (The Wise) and Al-Wahhāb (The 
Bestower) 

Solomon’s dominion over wind, jinn, birds, and nature was 
not a display of egoic power but a cosmic harmony that 

reflects mercy in its purest form—an orchestration of 
multiplicity into unity. His rule demonstrates that true 
authority is never oppressive; it is an instrument through 

which divine mercy flows into the world. 

Taskhīr and Divine Breath (Rūḥ) 

Solomon’s governance was rooted in taskhīr—the spiritual 
harmonization of creation through divine permission. The 

Qur’an tells us: 
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“Thus We subjected to him the wind that it might blow at 
his command…” (Qur’an 21:81) 

In Ibn ʿArabī’s metaphysics, this subjugation is not 

mechanical control but alignment with Divine Breath. 
Solomon’s breath becomes a vessel of divine will. When he 

speaks, the winds obey—not due to magic or force, but 
because his inner state resonates with cosmic order. 

Breath (rūḥ) in Arabic is both “spirit” and “life- force.” 

Solomon’s breath becomes a vector of divine command—
he breathes, and creation responds. This is the breath of 
sovereignty, not from ego but from deep servanthood to 

God. 

Knowledge (ʿIlm) as the Root of Compassion 

Solomon’s ʿilm al-ladunī (divinely gifted knowledge) 
allowed him to discern the ḥaqāʾiq—the inner realities of 

all things. His ability to “understand the speech of animals” 
symbolically points to his attunement with the spiritual 
essences within creation. 

He sees: 

• The bird not as a feathered creature but as a bearer 
of divine message 

• The ant not as an insect but as a voice of humility 
and cosmic awareness 

• The jinn not as chaotic forces but as spiritual 
powers capable of divine service 

In this vision, mercy is born from perception—from 
knowing each thing’s place within the divine matrix. 

Knowledge becomes the basis of just and compassionate 
rule. 
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Power in Balance: Governance as Mercy 

Solomon is a paradox: he holds immense temporal 
authority, yet remains grounded in spiritual humility. His 

rule over wind, jinn, and nature was never oppressive, but 
always in alignment with: 

• Justice (ʿAdl) 

• Balance (Mīzān) 

• Mercy (Raḥma) 

He does not impose but orchestrates—a divine conductor of 
creation’s symphony. His throne (ʿarsh) is the image of 
stable mercy; the jinn, once symbols of fear, become 

servants of his compassionate command. 

Solomon’s Word as “Be!” (Kun) 

Ibn ʿArabī draws a parallel between God’s creative word—
Kun (“Be!”)—and Solomon’s command. His speech carries 

ontological weight. William Chittick explains that 
Solomon’s word functions as divine law: when he speaks, 

reality conforms. 

Yet this power is not domination; it is symphonic harmony. 
His command integrates, renews, and aligns the cosmos. 
His breath, like the divine breath, renews creation at each 

instant, reflecting the Qur’anic idea of perpetual divine 
origination. 

The Return of the Trust (Amāna) 

Solomon, in his perfected station, returns all things to their 

rightful place—this is taḥqīq al-tawḥīd, the realization of 
divine unity through action. As the Seal of Mercy, he: 
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• Governs not by self-will, but divine guidance 

• Recognizes the ontological rank (maqām) of all 
beings 

• Restores each form to its meaning and origin 

His rule becomes an active realization of the Qur’anic 
truth: 

“My mercy encompasses all things.” (Qur’an 7:156) 

The Wisdom of the Ant and the Bird 

Two episodes epitomize Solomon’s compassionate insight: 

The Hudhud (hoopoe) brings him news of the Queen of 

Sheba—showing that even the smallest bird holds 
prophetic significance 

The ant warns its fellows, and Solomon smiles—

acknowledging the intelligence of even the lowliest 
creatures 

These are allegories for the gnostic who hears every voice 
of Being. True leadership listens to the language of creation 

and rules with awareness of its sacredness. 

Kingship and Servanthood: The Balance of Breath 

Despite his unique sovereignty, Solomon’s heart remains a 
servant’s heart. His breath is not egoic assertion, but 

submission in command. Chittick highlights that 
Solomon’s true majesty lies in his humility—a royal 

command flowing from divine surrender. 

This makes him an archetype of al-Insān al-Kāmil—the 
Perfect Human who integrates: 
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• Knowledge and action 

• Miracle and servitude 

• Speech and silence 

• Power and mercy 

Prophetic Resonance: Solomon and Muhammad 

Ibn ʿArabī presents Solomon as the prefiguration of the 
Prophet Muhammad’s universal mercy. While Solomon 

governs outwardly with breath, Muhammad rules 
inwardly—his mercy encompassing all worlds (Qur’an 

21:107).  

The former is the Seal of Mercy through Kingship, the 
latter the Seal of Universal Mercy. 

Each embodies divine names in distinct prophetic modes: 

• Solomon: localized taskhīr, cosmic breath, outer 
sovereignty 

• Muhammad: universal compassion, inner 
transformation, eschatological seal 

Renewal Through Divine Rhythm 

Solomon’s breath is not just command—it is renewal, 
recreation, and mercy in motion. In Ibn ʿArabī’s 

cosmology, God renews creation in every moment. 
Solomon’s breath participates in this rhythm: 

• He speaks, and harmony arises 

• He breathes, and the world aligns 

• He governs, and the cosmos renews in peace 
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His breath becomes the silent echo of divine Kun, guiding 
reality without rupture. 

Conclusion: Mercy as Sovereign Harmony 

Solomon stands not as a magician-king, but as a divine 
mirror—the breath of mercy wielded through wisdom. In 
his rule, mercy is not emotional softness, but a spiritual 

architecture that holds creation together through 
knowledge, alignment, and compassionate law. 

He teaches that true sovereignty is not loud thunder, but 

breath aligned with divine will—setting worlds in motion 
with silent harmony. 

Key Themes & Analytical Table 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme Insight

Mercy (Raḥma) All-encompassing divine compassion expressed through governance and justice

Breath (Rūḥ) Spirit as life-force and command that harmonizes creation

Taskhīr Spiritual authority that aligns creation to divine order

Knowledge (ʿIlm) Gnosis that reveals inner realities and inspires just rulership

Renewal Each breath as a reflection of divine recreation

Perfect Human The full embodiment of Divine Names—balancing power, wisdom, and humility

Unity (Tawḥīd) Recognition of multiplicity as veils over divine Oneness

Speech as Law Command as a divine instrument—breath that sets reality in motion
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The Breath of the King: A Song of Solomon’s Mercy 

 

In robes of light and crown unseen, 

He ruled not worlds—but what they mean. 

No tyrant’s hand, no hardened brow, 
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But mercy carved upon his vow. 

 

 

He breathed—and winds would bow their head, 

The jinn would tremble at his tread. 

Yet not by force his scepter swayed, 

But by the breath through which God made. 

 

His throne was set on justice high, 

Yet mirrored stars that fill the sky. 

He heard the ant’s prophetic plea, 

And smiled with holy empathy. 

 

A hoopoe flew—a feathered guide, 

From Sheba’s throne to truth’s divide. 

Each bird, each beast, he understood, 

For knowledge deep is mercy’s root. 
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He was the Seal of Mercy’s flame, 

A king whose power had no name. 

For not by might his word would ring, 

But by the heart beneath the King. 

 

He spoke—and thrones would re-align, 

The winds obeyed his voice divine. 

But not as spell nor harsh command, 

It flowed from breath, not iron hand. 

 

His speech was law, yet breathed so light, 

It turned the dark to realms of white. 

The breath he cast was not his own— 

It bore the scent of Heaven’s throne. 

 

He governed jinn and storm and sky, 

Yet never ceased to glorify. 

A slave in soul, a king in deed, 
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He served the One with every need. 

 

His knowledge was the ladder’s span, 

Where earth and spirit meet in man. 

He saw in forms the formless face, 

And ruled the world through truth and grace. 

 

No creature small escaped his care— 

He ruled by listening to prayer. 

The ant that whispered to its kin, 

He saw God’s mercy hid within. 

 

His breath became the silent chord, 

That echoed forth the primal Word. 

Like Kun, it rang through dust and flame— 

Creation stirred and called his name. 

 

Yet all he did, he did through trust, 
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He knew all power turns to dust. 

His rule was mercy’s silent stream— 

A waking God within the dream. 

 

He mirrored names—both stern and mild, 

The Judge, the Friend, the Parent, Child. 

He wove the Names in sovereign thread, 

And let the world by mercy spread. 

 

He taught that power dwells in grace, 

And kings should bow to God’s own Face. 

For every breath, and every throne, 

Is but the echo of the One. 

 

So when you speak, let silence ring 

Within your soul like Solomon’s wing. 

Let mercy guide the winds you move, 

And breathe in rhythm with what you love. 
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The seal is not in might or gold, 

But in the breath that can’t be sold. 

A servant-king, by Heaven graced— 

In him, Divine Compassion traced. 

He ruled not just by strength or sword— 

But by the mercy in the Word. 
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Chapter 17 

The Seal of Existence and Beauty in the Word of David  

Ḥikmat al-Wujūd wa’l-Jamāl fī Kalimat Dāwūd 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 
Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 
Serug → Nahor → Terah → Abraham (Ibrahim) → Isaac 

(Ishaq) → Jacob (Ya‘qub) → Judah → … → Boaz → 
Obed → Jesse (Yishai) → David (Dāwūd) 

Historical and Geopolitical Context of David’s Coming 

The Age After Moses (Mūsā عليه السلام)   

After Prophet Moses led the Children of Israel out of 

Egypt, they wandered for forty years in the desert (Qur’an 
5:26). Eventually, under Yūsha‘ ibn Nūn (Joshua), they 

entered the Promised Land (Canaan). 

But after Joshua’s death, the Israelites entered a period of 
disunity — a tribal confederation without a central 

government or king. This era is known as the Period of the 
Judges, roughly between 1200–1050 BCE. 

Each tribe governed itself, often falling into cycles of: 

• Disobedience to God’s law, 

• Moral and social chaos, 

• Defeat by surrounding nations (Philistines, 
Ammonites, Amalekites), 

• Crying out to God for deliverance 

• Being saved temporarily by a judge or prophet. 
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This instability prepared the ground for a new phase — the 
establishment of a Divine Kingdom. 

Political Reason — The Rise of Kingship 

By the time of Prophet Samuel (Shamwīl عليه السلام), Israel 
was being militarily oppressed by the Philistines 
(Palestinians of the coastal plains). The Israelites 

demanded: 

“Appoint for us a king so we may fight in the way of 
Allah.”  (Qur’an, 2:246) 

God then chose Ṭālūt (Saul) as king, despite him not being 

from a noble lineage. Saul’s leadership represented the first 
centralized rule, but his faith was tested when he faced 
Jālūt (Goliath). 

It was during this time that a young shepherd, Dāwūd, 
entered history — first as a warrior, then as prophet and 
king. 

Historical Moment of David’s Appearance 

• Approximate date: Around 1000 BCE. 

• Place: The hill country of Judah, later Jerusalem 
(Al-Quds). 

• Surroundings: Warring city-states, the rising 
Philistine threat, and internal tribal rivalries among 

Israelites. 

David’s rise from a humble shepherd to a divinely chosen 
king symbolizes God’s selection based on righteousness, 

not lineage or wealth — echoing the Qur’anic verse: 
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“And their prophet said to them, ‘Indeed, Allah has chosen 
him over you and increased him abundantly in knowledge 

and physique.’”     (Al-Baqarah 2:247) 

This was not just political — it was metaphysical: Divine 
Wisdom manifests through unexpected vessels. 

Metaphysical and Spiritual Reasons 

Prophet David’s coming marks a cosmic restoration of 

Divine Justice on Earth after moral decay. 

1. Metaphysical Reason 1 – Restoration of Balance 

• The Israelites had lost their spiritual balance. The 
Mosaic law (Sharī‘ah of Moses) was still present 
but had become externalized — law without heart. 

• David’s coming infused the heart of worship again: 
he was both prophet and poet, king and mystic, 

revealing that divine governance must unite 
spiritual devotion and just rulership. 

“And We certainly gave David from Us bounty. ‘O 
mountains, repeat [Our] praises with him, and the birds 

[also].’”               (Saba 34:10) 

His Psalms (Zabūr) are the music of the soul in harmony 
with the cosmos — metaphysically, this symbolizes 

humanity’s role as the symphony of divine praise within 
creation. 

Metaphysical Reason 2 – The Prototype of the Perfect 

Ruler 

• David represents the human microcosm of divine 
authority — the Khilāfah (vicegerency) realized 

through righteousness and wisdom. 
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• He embodies the balance between inner spirituality 
and outer sovereignty. 

“O David, indeed. We have made you a vicegerent upon 
the earth; so judge between the people in truth and do not 
follow desire.”                    (Sad         38:26) 

This verse is metaphysically profound: it shows that 

political authority is not merely administrative, but 
ontological — a reflection of Divine Justice in human form. 

Philosophical and Theological Dimensions 

1. The Continuum of Revelation 

Every prophet comes when the spiritual frequency of 

humanity descends too low to receive divine light unaided. 
David’s arrival occurred when the Law (of Moses) had 

hardened into formality; humanity needed the inner melody 
of spirit to soften it. Thus, David’s Psalms (Zabūr) 
represent the intimate voice of divine love — the heart 

complementing the law. 

2. The Principle of Divine Harmony 

David’s dominion symbolizes the philosophical ideal of 
cosmic harmony: 

• The human heart as microcosm of divine 
governance, 

• The earth as the kingdom of moral equilibrium, 

• The divine word (Zabūr) as the law of beauty. 

David as the Archetype of Vibrational Being and Divine 

Beauty 
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In Ibn ʿArabī’s Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam, David (Dāwūd) is 
presented not only as a prophet and king but as a cosmic 

musician and theophanic mirror—the locus of the Divine 
Name al-Wājid (The One Who Finds Being) and al-Jamīl 

(The Beautiful). His wisdom (ḥikmah) combines wujūd 
(existence) with jamāl (beauty), making him a singular 
figure whose life exemplifies the resonance, harmony, and 

presence of divine Being through sound, justice, and love. 

For Ibn ʿArabī, existence is not a static metaphysical 
abstraction—it is dynamic, harmonic, and melodic. It sings. 

And David is the Seal of this musical being, expressing 
God’s Names through psalms, governance, and embodied 
praise. His station is the resonance of the Divine Voice 

echoing through creation. 

Wujūd as Self-Disclosure (Tajallī) of the Divine 

Wujūd (Being or Existence) is the supreme reality in Ibn 
ʿArabī’s metaphysics. It is identical with al-Ḥaqq (The 

Real). All of creation is simply the unfolding of this single 
Being through the multiplicity of Divine Names. David, as 

the Seal of Existence, is not a mere individual but a mirror 
of this divine unfolding—one who reveals Being as praise, 
vibration, presence, and love. 

In this context, David’s voice—his recitation of the Zabūr 

(Psalms)—is not simply speech; it is the resonance of the 
Divine Name al-Mutakallim (The Speaker). His psalms are 

Divine Speech made song. The Qur’an affirms this directly: 

“We made the mountains and the birds join him in 
glorification.” (Qur’an 38:18) 

The Ontology of Sacred Sound: Sound as Being 
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David’s voice was so spiritually potent that creation itself 
harmonized with him: 

• Mountains echoed his song. 

• Birds gathered to join in a chorus. 

• His worship animated all of nature. 

This is not merely a miracle—it is metaphysical insight: 
existence is vibratory.  

Every created thing resonates with divine praise (Qur’an 

17:44), and David is the prophet who aligns that universal 
vibration into coherent harmony. 

From a modern scientific lens, this aligns with quantum 
vibration and string theory, where reality at its deepest level 

is understood to be oscillatory. Matter is music slowed 
down. David tunes this cosmic instrument with the sacred 

frequency of divine remembrance (dhikr). 

The Soul as Song: Psychological Resonance 

In Sufi psychology, every soul contains a unique note—a 
breath (nafas) of the Divine. David is the exemplar of the 

soul whose inner music fully harmonizes with the universal 
rhythm of the One. His repentance (as in the episode of 
Uriah) reveals his deep existential sensitivity. He feels his 

deviation from divine balance, and thus his return is an act 
of re-tuning to the Source. 

David’s tears and songs are not separate from his being—

they are his being. His consciousness is musical: he hears 
the Real, responds in vibration, and becomes the channel 
through which the Divine expresses emotional and spiritual 

truths. 
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Justice as Divine Aesthetic 

David is not only the prophet of song—he is also a just 
king, entrusted with divine governance. The Qur’an names 

him khalīfah (vice-regent) on Earth (Qur’an 38:26), linking 
justice with vicegerency. 

In Ibn ʿArabī’s metaphysics, justice is aesthetic 

symmetry—the outward manifestation of inward balance. 
According to William Chittick, David’s rulership was 

poetic, not legalistic. His decisions were infused with the 
same beauty that governed his music. He ruled not through 
coercion but through attraction, through the gravity of 

beauty. 

The Psalms (Zabūr): Logos in Lyric Form 

The Zabūr is not mere scripture—it is the sonic revelation 
of the Divine Names. It is the Logos in lyrical form, the 

Divine Word expressed through melody. David’s psalms 
are formulas of harmony, healing, and praise. In them, the 
Remembrance of God becomes a lived vibration. 

In Ibn ʿArabī’s Sufi cosmology, dhikr is the return to true 
Being—to remember is to be. David’s psalms are, 
therefore, acts of ontological alignment. Through them, he 

becomes the prophet who sings the cosmos back into its 
original attunement with the One. 

 

Scientific Parallels: Sound, Healing, and Consciousness 

Ibn ʿArabī’s insights into sound and vibration resonate with 

contemporary scientific discoveries: 
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• Cymatics shows how sound organizes matter into 
ordered patterns. 

• Neuroscience demonstrates how music affects 
emotion, memory, and healing. 

• Bioacoustics reveals that the body itself responds to 
frequency—brainwaves, heart rate, and hormonal 

levels shift in response to sound. 

David’s psalms function not only as spiritual tools but as 
neuroacoustic therapies, aligning soul and cosmos. His life 

is an example of sound as sacred technology. 

The Dual Wisdom of David and Solomon 

David’s wisdom is deeply intertwined with that of 
Solomon. Together, they embody two poles of divine 

manifestation: 

• David = Heart = Beauty + Justice 

• Solomon = Intellect = Cosmic Command 

Chittick observes that David represents the interior law—

the resonance of divine love within the soul—while 
Solomon governs the external cosmos through command 

and mastery. This pairing represents the full spectrum of 
human vice-regency: to rule both inward and outward 
worlds in harmony with the Divine. 

 

 

Beauty as Ontological Principle 
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For Ibn ʿArabī, beauty (jamāl) is not superficial—it is a 
divine mode of being. God is al-Jamīl (The Beautiful), and 

beauty draws the soul toward union. Chittick explains: 

• Light reveals. 

• Beauty attracts. 

• Love is born from beauty and light. 

David embodies all three: his voice reveals, his beauty 

attracts, and his love transforms. His being is a divine 
disclosure made audible, visible, and just. 

Spiritual and Artistic Lessons from David 

David teaches that art, governance, and worship are all 
modes of divine expression when grounded in presence. 

For the seeker and the artist alike, he models the path of the 
aesthetic mystic, whose every act is a reflection of divine 

symmetry. 

Lessons: 

1. Live harmonically – Let your life be your psalm. 

2. Create beautifully – Every word or action is a 
brushstroke of Being. 

3. Rule justly – True leadership arises from inward 

balance. 

4. Worship musically – Let remembrance be song, not 
ritual. 

5. Return continually – Even prophets miss the note, 

but the return is sweeter than the fall. 
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Comparative Mysticism: David, Logos, and the Divine 

Musician 

David shares his archetypal role with other sacred figures 

across traditions: 

• Krishna, whose flute calls souls to the One. 

• Orpheus, who sings even death into stillness. 

• The Logos, through whom the cosmos comes into 
being. 

In this sense, David is Islam’s Logos-singer, the one 
through whom the Word becomes rhythm, the Divine 
becomes audible, and existence becomes a song of love. 

Existence as a Sacred Symphony 

In Ibn ʿArabī’s vision, David is the Seal of Existence not 
because he ends something—but because he manifests 
Being in its most harmonious form. He is the vibrating 

center of the cosmic instrument, the note through which all 
others attune. 

To exist is to praise. To be is to echo. David reminds us 

that we are not mere entities—we are melodies of the Real, 
rippling with divine vibration. 

 

 

 

The Psalm of Being 
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In the cradle of sound where the cosmos was spun, 

A voice rose in praise of the Radiant One. 

Not silence, but music was Being’s first breath— 

A melody weaving through life, love, and death. 

From the throne of his soul, David sang to the skies, 
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And the mountains would echo, the birds harmonize. 

Not mere mortal chords, but the Word in disguise— 

The psalms of existence, the light in his cries. 

 

He sang not for fame, nor for prideful display, 

But to open the heart in a luminous way. 

Each note was a mirror, each tone was a gate, 

To the One who is Beauty, beyond form and fate. 

His fingers would shape molten iron with grace, 

While his heart tuned the stars to their rightful place. 

Justice flowed like a river, both firm and serene— 

Law born of rhythm, of balance unseen. 

 

His tears were repentance, his voice was return, 

From the fire of regret, his soul chose to burn. 

Not to perish in guilt, but to rise once again, 

Like a phoenix of song in a world full of pain. 
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His psalms weren’t mere art—they were maps of the soul, 

Echoing truths that made shattered hearts whole. 

The universe listened, its atoms aligned, 

As the singer of Being unveiled the Divine. 

O David, O Dawud, the seal of the Sound, 

You taught us that Beauty is sacred and round. 

Not a surface to gaze, but a force that restores— 

A love that composes, a light that outpours. 

 

You ruled not with might, but the pull of the true, 

With justice that danced in a shimmering hue. 

For kingship and music in you intertwined— 

A harmony formed from the Source of the Mind. 

And science now whispers what mystics once knew— 

That matter is music, and silence is hue. 

The strings of the world are tuned from above, 

Each atom a whisper, each cell full of love. 
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So seeker, O seeker, let David remind: 

The path is not cold—it is tender and kind. 

To exist is to praise, to be is to sing, 

To resonate softly with each living thing. 

Let your voice be a psalm, your actions a chord, 

Your silence a verse that remembers the Lord. 

For within you resounds the Divine symphony— 

A soul made of echoes from Eternity’s sea. 

 

In sound is your healing, in praise is your flame, 

Each breath a remembrance, each whisper His name. 

Be like the prophet whose silence could sway— 

Be like the echo that shows us The Way. 
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Chapter 18 

The Seal of the Breath in the Word of Jonah (Yūnus)  

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → … 
→ Yunus (Jonah 

Political Reason of the Coming Of Jonah — Warning 

Rulers and Communities 

• Prophet Yunus was sent to the people of Nineveh, a 
city known for political power, organization, and 
influence in its region. 

• Politically, his mission was to guide a society that 

had become morally corrupt despite material and 
military strength. 

• Unlike prophets establishing kingdoms or legal 

systems, Jonah’s role was advisory and cautionary, 
showing that political authority without ethical 
guidance invites collapse. 

• His story highlights the principle that a city’s 
survival depends not on walls or armies alone, but 
on justice, repentance, and alignment with divine 

wisdom. 

Socio-Economic Reason — Correcting Societal Injustice 

• The people of Nineveh were wealthy and 
prosperous, but their economic success had led to 

exploitation, greed, and social injustice. 
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• Yunus’s call to repentance emphasized fairness, 
compassion, and social responsibility. 

• Economically, he reminded people that wealth is a 

trust from God, not a tool for oppression or pride. 

• The story illustrates that societal prosperity must be 
accompanied by moral accountability; otherwise, it 

becomes a source of collective trial and potential 
divine punishment. 

Historical Reason — Divine Intervention in the Cycle of 

Human Error 

• Historically, Jonah’s mission occurs after the flood 
and after the establishment of communities from 
Noah’s descendants, during a period when 

civilization was growing, and moral corruption 
could escalate unnoticed. 

• His coming represents a historical pattern where 

God sends guidance before the consequences of 
moral decay manifest fully. 

• His temporary withdrawal (being swallowed by the 

fish) also demonstrates that prophets are human too, 
and that divine plans sometimes include correction 
of the messenger’s own impatience, making the 

story relevant for all future generations. 

Metaphysical Reason — Repentance, Divine Mercy, and 

Human Accountability 

• Metaphysically, Yunus’s story is a lesson in 

surrender, self-reflection, and the transformative 
power of divine mercy. 
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• Being swallowed by the great fish symbolizes the 
soul’s descent into trial and isolation, a metaphor 

for inner reckoning, where one confronts 
limitations, ego, and despair. 

• His prayer inside the fish — “There is no deity 

except You; glory be to You. Indeed, I have been of 
the wrongdoers” — reflects complete surrender and 
recognition of divine omnipotence. 

• It teaches that repentance (tawbah) is always 
available, that God’s mercy precedes punishment, 
and that even the most entrenched errors in a 

society or individual can be corrected through 
sincere turning toward God. 

Overview  

The wisdom (ḥikmah) associated with Jonah (Yūnus) is 

described as “Ḥikmat al-Nafas” – the Wisdom of the 
Breath. This chapter revolves around Jonah’s story of 
descent into the belly of the whale, symbolizing the inward 

descent of the soul into spiritual darkness or contraction, 
followed by a metaphysical rebirth through divine 

remembrance. The “breath” here is not merely 
physiological, but a metaphysical symbol for spirit, 
renewal, divine proximity, and utterance — the very 

medium through which God creates and through which 
man can return to Him. 

Jonah’s Flight and the Metaphysical Symbolism of the 

Whale 

Jonah is a prophet who flees from his divine mission, 
boarding a ship and eventually being swallowed by a 

whale. Ibn Arabi uses this event not as a historical 
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recounting, but as a symbolic metaphysical archetype of the 
human soul’s journey: 

- The flight from responsibility: Jonah flees from 

his people before receiving divine permission. 
This represents the soul’s deviation from its 

destined path when it moves in accordance with 
the ego (nafs) instead of divine command (amr).                                                                                                                                                 

- The ship symbolizes the structure of the world 
or the body — a vessel navigating the sea of 
existence. 

- The storm and casting lots show that spiritual 
trials (balā’) are part of divine wisdom to purge 

and awaken. 
- The whale (ḥūt) becomes a womb-like 

sanctuary, symbolizing isolation, retreat 
(khalwa), and inward contraction (qabḍ) — a 
moment when the soul is forced to face itself in 

complete solitude and darkness. 

In metaphysical terms, Jonah’s being swallowed signifies 
the soul’s descent into the darkness of forgetfulness, 

despair, and separation, but also the potential for rebirth. 

The Breath (Nafas) and Remembrance (Dhikr) 

While inside the whale, Jonah calls out to God with a single 
breath of sincerity: 

“There is no god but You. Glory be to You. I was among 

the wrongdoers.”             (Qur’an 21:87) 

This moment is central to Ibn Arabi’s insight: 

- The breath is the very medium of dhikr, the 
soul’s instrument for contacting the Real. 
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- Nafas (breath) is also the basis for God’s own 
creative act — the Nafas al-Raḥmān (Breath of 

the All-Merciful) through which the cosmos was 
made. 

- Thus, when Jonah breathes dhikr from within 
darkness, he aligns himself with the cosmic 

rhythm of divine creation. His single breath of 
divine remembrance creates a new reality — 
one in which he is forgiven, released, and 

spiritually reborn. 

According to Ibn Arabi, the “Seal of the Breath” means that 
Jonah is the exemplar of transformative breathing — not 

just physically, but spiritually, showing how the act of 
divine remembrance through breath revives the soul. 

The Dark Night of the Soul: Descent and Return 

Jonah’s experience in the whale mirrors what mystics call 

the “dark night of the soul”: 

- Descent: The soul retreats into contraction and 
forgetfulness — a necessary stage for self-
emptying (fanā’). 

- Isolation: Like Jonah in the belly, the soul 
experiences existential solitude, facing the 

illusion of separation from God. 
- Invocation: From this abyss, sincere dhikr 

breaks through — the turning point. 
- Ascension: Once Jonah remembers, he is 

delivered — a spiritual rebirth (baqā’ after 

fanā’). 

This process of spiritual death and resurrection is central to 
Islamic mysticism. The breath, as a rhythmic, divine pulse, 

becomes the vehicle of this metamorphosis. 
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Human Responsibility and Divine Mercy 

Jonah also represents the relationship between the finite 
will and divine decree. His premature departure from his 

people shows that: 

- Even prophets must surrender to the divine 
timing. 

- Spiritual hastiness (ʿajala) leads to contraction, 
while patience (ṣabr) opens the gate of mercy. 

- Jonah’s punishment is not rejection but divine 
pedagogy — a lesson in aligning with divine 

command. 

His story emphasizes that God’s mercy precedes His wrath, 
and even in the depths of despair, the door of return (tawba) 
is always open — a message of universal hope. 

Integration with Cosmology: The Breath of the All-

Merciful 

Ibn Arabi often links microcosmic and macrocosmic 
processes: 

- The human breath, used in prayer and 

remembrance, echoes the Breath of the All-
Merciful (Nafas al-Raḥmān) by which the world 

was created. 
- The breath is thus a divine signature, a reminder 

that man is created in the image (ṣūrah) of the 
Divine. 

Jonah’s rebirth through dhikr demonstrates that when a 
human being aligns his breath with the divine rhythm, he 

becomes an agent of renewal and creativity — capable of 
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traversing realms, descending into non-being (ʿadam), and 
emerging with gnosis (maʿrifah). 

The Seal of the Breath – Esoteric Meaning 

Each prophet in Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam is a seal of a unique 
wisdom — a completion and culmination of that quality. 

- Jonah is the Seal of the Wisdom of the Breath 
because he shows how the breath, when 

harnessed for divine remembrance, becomes the 
bridge between descent and return, darkness and 

light, death and resurrection. 
- This chapter is a manual of spiritual therapy — 

when overwhelmed by existential contraction, 
one must return to the single breath of divine 
unity (tawḥīd). 

Conclusion: Jonah as Archetype of the Reborn Soul 

Jonah’s story is not about escape, but return. It teaches: 

• Inner isolation leads to divine intimacy. 

• The breath is the axis of remembrance and 
transformation. 

• Even darkness is a womb for rebirth. 

• Sincere invocation realigns the soul with its divine 
origin. 

Thus, in Ibn Arabi’s metaphysical vision, Jonah represents 

a cosmic law: through contraction comes expansion, 
through descent comes ascent, through a single breath of 
remembrance, the soul is reborn. 
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The Breath Beneath the Waves 

            

He fled the call, a soul unstill, 

A prophet bound by Heaven’s will. 

He walked the shore, yet turned away, 

From God’s command, he dared to stray. 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

472 

 

A ship he found upon the tide, 

Where restless winds refused to hide. 

The storm arose — fate cast its dice, 

And Jonah fell through darkened skies. 

 

Into the maw of silence deep, 

Where breath grew thin and time fell asleep. 

The whale — a tomb, a womb, a gate, 

That holds both punishment and fate. 

 

No stars, no sun, no guiding flame, 

Just echoes of his sacred name. 

In triple dark, alone he lay — 

The soul’s night bound in flesh and clay. 

 

But lo — a breath! A single thread, 

That linked the living to the dead. 
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A whisper torn from ego’s pride: 

“No god but You”—the veil denied. 

 

The breath became a sword of light, 

It pierced the sea, it split the night. 

It rose like dawn from Jonah’s chest, 

A dying man by God possessed. 

 

“O Lord,” he cried, “I went astray, 

And traded truth for mortal way. 

I sank beneath what You ordained, 

Yet in my fall, Your love remained.” 

 

That breath — nafas — the sacred sign, 

The echo of the Word Divine. 

It spiraled through creation’s core, 

The same that birthed the world before. 
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The Breath of God, the primal wave, 

That speaks and breaks the cosmic grave. 

It formed the stars, it shaped the clay, 

It taught the night to kneel and pray. 

 

And now through Jonah’s humbled frame, 

It flows again — a living flame. 

Not wrath, but mercy’s subtle art, 

That sculpts the soul and scours the heart. 

 

The whale released — not just the man, 

But breath reborn in Heaven’s plan. 

Emerging from the ocean’s hold, 

A tale of depths no ink has told. 

 

He rose with silence on his brow, 

A breath more true, a deeper vow. 

No longer one who turned aside, 
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But one whose breath and Lord abide. 

 

O seeker! Lost in fear or flight, 

When all your days collapse to night — 

Recall the breath, the sacred thread, 

That wakes the soul though hope be dead. 

 

For every whale, a wisdom lies; 

Each darkness holds a soul that cries. 

And through a breath of truth confessed, 

The heart is cleansed, the self is blessed. 

 

So breathe, O heart, in rhythmic grace, 

And turn your breath into His face. 

For in that breath, the world began, 

And through that breath returns Insān. 
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Chapter 19 

The Seal of the Unseen  

  Ḥikmat al-Ghayb  in the Word of Job (Ayyūb) 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 
Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 
Serug → Nahor → Terah → … → Uz → Ayyūb (Job) 

Political Reason Of Job’s Coming — The Subtlety of 

Governance Through Patience 

• In Job’s era, the political landscape is described as 
relative stability with hierarchical structures, where 

rulers and society often conflated power with divine 
favor. 

• Job’s mission was not to establish a kingdom or 

political order, unlike David or Solomon, but to 
demonstrate the governance of the self under divine 
law. 

• Politically, his example served as a counter-
narrative to tyranny and injustice, showing that true 
leadership is measured by humility, integrity, and 

endurance under trials, not by wealth, army, or 
dominion. 

• He became a symbolic political figure, teaching 

rulers and communities that the legitimacy of power 
comes from moral and spiritual steadfastness, not 
mere material success. 
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Socio-Economic Reason — Testing Wealth, Gratitude, 

and Detachment 

• Job was immensely wealthy, respected, and socially 

influential, making him a prime example of human 
attachment to material abundance. 

• His story shows how wealth and social status can be 

a test rather than a reward. Losing his possessions, 
family, and health made him a living paradigm of 

patience (ṣabr) and gratitude (shukr) under 
hardship. 

• Socio-economically, his life addressed the universal 
human tension: how to remain faithful when fortune 

favors or abandons you. 

• His example was a teaching for communities to 
recognize the impermanence of worldly wealth and 

the enduring value of spiritual wealth — honesty, 
patience, and trust in God. 

Historical Reason — The Timing of Human Trials 

• Historically, Job appears after the early prophetic 

eras (like Noah, Abraham, and the Israelite 
prophets) and before the consolidation of kingship 
among Israel (like David and Solomon). 

• His coming addressed the emergence of moral 

complacency in prosperous societies, where people 
equated material comfort with divine approval. 

• By enduring immense suffering while maintaining 

faith, Job set a historical precedent for resilience 
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and moral integrity, becoming a timeless model for 
communities undergoing trials. 

Metaphysical Reason — The Inner Journey of the Soul 

• Metaphysically, Job represents the human soul 
confronting suffering, ego, and attachment, teaching 
the reality of divine wisdom beyond perception. 

• His illness, loss, and isolation symbolize the 

stripping away of external dependencies, revealing 
the inner, indestructible core of consciousness that 

remains connected to God. 

• He demonstrates that spiritual elevation often comes 
through trial, and that ultimate knowledge of God is 
attained not through comfort, but through surrender, 

patience, and reflection. 

• In Ibn Arabi’s terms, Job is a mirror of divine 
endurance, showing that the human being can 

reflect divine mercy and steadfastness even in the 
darkest of circumstances. 

In Essence: The Wisdom of Job’s Coming 

Prophet Job came at a moment when human understanding 

of wealth, power, and suffering required divine 
exemplification. His story conveys that:  

“True sovereignty is over the self; true wealth is patience; 
true wisdom is in surrender.” 

• Politically, he taught the governance of character 
over tyranny. 
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• Socio-economically, he taught detachment and 
gratitude. 

• Historically, he exemplified resilience amidst 
societal complacency. 

• Metaphysically, he showed that the soul’s journey 
to God passes through trial, reflection, and 

unshakable faith. 

Why Job? The Prophetic Lens for Unseen Wisdom 

In Islamic tradition, Ayyūb (Job) is the archetype of 
steadfastness (ṣabr), surrender, and unwavering trust in the 

Divine through trials that seem to contradict Divine favor. 
His life—prosperity, catastrophic loss, and eventual 

restoration—unfolds, as Qaysarī notes, entirely from the 
Unseen (min al-ghayb). Abundance rains down from 
hidden storehouses, affliction arises without clear cause, 

and healing bursts forth from unexpected places—all 
signaling that ultimate reality lies beneath appearances. 

Ibn ʿArabī thus chooses Job to “seal” the wisdom of the 

Unseen—making him the khatm al-ḥikmah al-ghaybiyyah, 
the signature of Divine truths hidden beneath suffering. He 
becomes the bezel (fāṣ) that sets the jewel of ontological 

hiddenness. The ring-seal metaphor evokes something that 
both authenticates and conceals—apt for a wisdom that is 

hidden from the senses but real in essence. 

The Meaning of “Unseen” (al-Ghayb) and Its 

Metaphysical Terrain 

The Unseen (al-Ghayb) in Islamic cosmology 

encompasses: 

 • The Divine Essence (al-Dhāt) 
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 • The Hidden Names and Attributes 

 • The Preordained Decrees (Qadar) 

 • The Invisible forces behind trials and mercy 

For Ibn ʿArabī, the ghayb is not a distant mystery but an 

immediate ontological substratum of all that appears. The 
outer world (ẓāhir) is but the surface of deeper bāṭin 
realities. Job embodies the gnostic who is anchored in the 

ghayb even when the surface seems devoid of Divine favor. 
His affliction becomes not a punishment but a mirror—

reflecting how God’s Names act silently behind veils. 

Suffering as Theophany (Tajallī): Divine Names in 

Affliction 

In Ibn ʿArabī’s metaphysics, all events are tajalliyāt—

disclosures of the Divine Names. Suffering is not random 
but rather a manifestation of specific Names: 

 • al-Ṣabūr (The Patient) 

 • al-Raḥīm (The Merciful) 

 • al-Khāfiḍ / al-Rāfiʿ  (The Abaser / The 

Exalter) 

Job’s illness and isolation are expressions of these Names. 
Crucially, he does not resist or resent his suffering, because 
he sees it as a form of intimacy—not separation—from the 

Real (al-Ḥaqq). His afflictions are the means by which 
hidden Divine qualities unfold in time. 
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Job’s Witnessing (Shuhūd): Patience as Dynamic 

Tawḥīd 

Job’s silence during his ordeal is not passivity—it is a 

mode of shuhūd, direct witnessing of the Divine unfolding. 
He occupies the maqām al-riḍā, the station of contentment. 

His belief is not contingent on external signs of Divine 
pleasure. Even when outward blessings are stripped away, 
his inner certainty remains unshaken. 

Chittick calls this “dynamic tawḥīd”—the unification of 
opposites like pleasure and pain, health and sickness, 
within the Real. True patience (ṣabr) is not mere 

forbearance; it is the active harmonization of dualities 
through recognition of their One Source. 

Healing, Invocation, and the Source of Causes 

Eventually, Job utters a supplication: 

“Truly, distress has touched me, and You are the Most 

Merciful of the merciful.” 

— Qur’an 21:83 

This is not a complaint but a turning directly to the Source 
(al-ʿIlal), bypassing secondary causes (asbāb). In Ibn 

ʿArabī’s cosmology, healing arrives when the heart reaches 
the root cause of affliction—Divine will. His healing water 
springs forth exactly where he stamps his foot, showing 

that grace arises from within the locus of pain when human 
action aligns with Divine command. 

This illustrates a metaphysical ecology of healing: human 

agency and Divine mercy are intertwined in a field of 
continuous theophanic renewal (tajdīd al-khalq). 
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Scientific and Symbolic Parallels 

Qur’anic 
Symbol 

Ibn ʿArabī’s 
Interpretation 

Modern 
Analogy 

“Throne 

upon 
water” (Q 
11:7) 

Water as the universal 

life matrix; Being buoyed 
on fluidity 

Zero-point field; 

quantum 
vacuum 

“Stamp 

your 
foot…” 

(Q 38:42) 

Thermodynamic balance; 

illness cooled by divine 
equilibrium 

Homeostasis; 

entropy locally 
reversed 

Satan’s 
“touch” 

(mass) 

Relational not spatial: 
nearness and farness are 

epistemic, not physical 

Quantum non-
locality, 

entanglement 

Job’s plea Turning to God, not 
causes—ultimate faith 

Debugging the 
root system, not 
the interface 

These metaphors illustrate that suffering, causality, and 

renewal are fields of interaction between seen and unseen 
dimensions, not merely linear chains of events. 

The Unseen Storehouses (Makhāzin al-Ghayb): Hope 

Beyond Compensation 

The Qur’an tells us that Job received not only restoration 

but  

“the like of them with them” (Q 38:43)— 

signifying a compensatory overflow from the unseen 
reservoirs of Divine generosity. Chittick interprets this as a 

metaphysical warrant for hope: that new and creative forms 
can descend once the ego melts (inṣihār) and receptivity is 

complete. 
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Thus, suffering is not merely to be endured but transmuted 
into a more expansive consciousness capable of receiving 

from makhāzin al-ghayb. 

Job and the Perfect Human (al-Insān al-Kāmil) 

By maintaining dhikr (remembrance) during affliction, Job 
becomes a prototype of the Perfect Human, the bridge 

between the ghayb (invisible realm) and mushāhada (direct 
witnessing). He performs the cosmic function later 

attributed to the Muhammadan Reality: the one who 
mediates Divine Names into visible existence through 
consciousness, surrender, and praise. 

In this sense, Job is not a passive sufferer but an active 

reflector of the Divine, turning trial into theophanic light. 

The Secret of the Seal 

Job, as the Seal of the Wisdom of the Unseen, shows that 
the darkest veils can become the brightest openings. In his 

suffering, he models how the soul can: 

• Trust without evidence 

• Perceive unity in duality 

• Surrender without condition 

For Ibn ʿArabī, Job is not merely the patient servant, but 
the knower (ʿārif) who recognizes that: 

• The Unseen is not distant, but immanent in every 
moment. 

• Suffering is a tajallī, not a punishment. 

• Divine mercy is always active, even when hidden 
by trial. 
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Thus, this chapter is a profound meditation on spiritual 
maturity, meta-causal faith, and the gnostic unveiling 

(kashf) of Divine Reality through the alchemy of affliction. 

SUMMARY of Prophet Job’s Wisdoms- 

The Wisdom of Patience (Ṣabr) 

-     Ayyūb showed that true faith is not conditional on 
comfort or blessings. 

• He did not worship Allah for wealth, children, 
or health, but out of love and devotion. 

• His patience revealed the wisdom that: 
Suffering does not diminish faith; it can deepen 
it. 

The Wisdom of Humility Before God 

•  Even though he was a prophet, he did not 
demand relief as a right. 

• He prayed simply: 

“Adversity has touched me, and You are the Most Merciful 
of the merciful.” (Qur’an 21:83) 

-  This wisdom shows that the best prayer is not 

complaint, but humble recognition of God’s 
mercy. 

The Wisdom of Perspective 

- His story teaches that worldly losses — wealth, children, 
health — are temporary. 
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- What remains is the soul’s integrity and relationship with 
God. 

- Thus, the wisdom is: Don’t measure life by what is lost, 

but by what remains unshaken. 

The Wisdom of Restoration 

- When Allah restored his health and doubled his blessings, 
it showed that trials are not permanent. 

- Hardship is often a passage to greater mercy and 

elevation. 

- His wisdom embodies: Endurance in trial leads to 
blessings greater than before. 

Universal Wisdom (Beyond Islam) 

- In the Qur’an, Bible, and Jewish tradition, Job embodies 

the question: Why do the righteous suffer? 

- His wisdom: 

• Suffering is not always punishment. 

• It can be a divine trust, a test, or a path to spiritual 
refinement. 

• True righteousness is proven in adversity, not ease. 
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The Seal of the Unseen 
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 In veils of night where silence grows, 

Ayyūb endures what no one knows. 

His wealth erased, his health undone, 

Yet still he prays to the Only One. 

No cry of blame, no rebel tone, 

He sings to God in pain alone. 

From depths of loss, he does not flee— 

For grief becomes his litany. 

 

“Affliction touched me,” soft he pleads, 

“To You alone return my needs.” 

He speaks not out to fault or curse, 

But lifts his gaze beyond the verse. 

 

For every trial, a Name is shown— 

The Patient King upon His Throne. 

The Merciful in wounds concealed, 

The Hidden Hand through pain revealed. 
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The outer shell—disease and drought, 

Yet inner light has cast out doubt. 

Ayyūb stands still where most would fall, 

And finds the Lord beneath it all. 

 

The foot he stamped on heated earth, 

Unleashed the spring of a second birth. 

A cooling bath, a drink so near, 

As if the cure lay in the tear. 

 

O water! Womb of every life, 

You flow through joy and also strife. 

The Throne above you ever lies, 

Yet in your depths, the heavens rise. 

 

The cosmos breathes with every pain, 

Renewed in loss, reborn in gain. 
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Creation folds and breaks and bends— 

Each moment dies, and yet transcends. 

 

The ghayb, the unseen store of grace, 

Descends where hearts have made it space. 

Not compensation—something more: 

A double gift, a secret door. 

 

The cry is not a fall from rank, 

But faith’s ascent through broken plank. 

Complaint to God is love’s domain; 

Complaint about is self’s refrain. 

 

The Seal he wears is cut in stone— 

Of silence, trust, and truth alone. 

A wisdom wrought in furnace deep, 

Where angels fear, and prophets weep. 
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No vision grants what patience sees, 

No light reveals such mysteries. 

Ayyūb becomes the gnostic’s flame, 

Who bears the storm and speaks no name. 

 

For he who sees with unseen eye, 

Knows God is near though stars may die. 

Not in the cure, but in the ache, 

Lies all the truth no words can make. 

 

So let the veil not cast you blind, 

The fire refines the gold it finds. 

The Seal of Unseen bears the sign: 

That hidden wounds are most divine. 
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Chapter 20 

The Seal of Majesty in the Word of John (Yaḥyā) 

Ḥikmat al-Jalāl 

Core Theme 

Sanctified Purity, Spiritual Majesty, and Divine Mercy 

Through Inner Detachment and Stillness 

Yaḥyā as the Embodiment of Jalāl and Raḥma 

In the grand metaphysical architecture of Ibn ʿArabī, Prophet 
Yaḥyā (John the Baptist) is the convergence point of two 

seemingly contrasting divine attributes: Jalāl (Majesty) and 
Raḥma (Mercy). While jalāl evokes awe, transcendence, and 
detachment, raḥma expresses intimacy, softness, and divine 

compassion. In Yaḥyā, these poles are not only harmonized 
but embodied in their most refined form. 

Yaḥyā is majestic in his chastity and merciful in his silence. 

He is a prophet who neither commands kingdoms nor 
performs spectacular miracles. Instead, his very being 

reflects the silent thunder of the divine—a majesty not in 
domination, but in unshakable inner sovereignty, and a 
mercy not in action, but in pure presence. 

The Divine Title of Ḥaṣūr: Spiritual Independence 

The Qur’anic description of Yaḥyā as “ḥaṣūr” (Q. 3:39) is 

central to Ibn ʿArabī’s interpretation. Traditionally meaning 
“one who refrains from women,” Ibn ʿArabī reads this not 

merely as celibacy, but as an ontological posture of complete 
detachment from the world’s gravitational pull. It is the 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

492 

divine jealousy (ghayrah) that causes God to veil Yaḥyā 
from all else but Himself. 

In Ibn ʿArabī’s metaphysics: 

• Ghayrah is God’s desire for exclusivity in love. 

• Yaḥyā’s detachment is not self-willed renunciat ion, 
but God’s protective mercy—His insistence that His 
beloved not be distracted by anything other than the 
Divine. 

This makes Yaḥyā a mirror of al-Jalīl, the Divine Name of 

Majesty, and simultaneously a vessel for al-Raḥmān, the All-
Merciful. His spiritual independence becomes the sign of 

both God’s jealousy and mercy, coexisting in one soul. 

Childhood Wisdom and Preserved Fitrah 

The Qur’an affirms: “Yā Yaḥyā, take the Book with 
strength. And We gave him wisdom as a child” (Q. 19:12). 

This wisdom, untainted by ego, reflects the clarity of the 
primordial nature (fitrah) preserved in him. 

Ibn ʿArabī sees this as a sign of immediate divine 
illumination, not earned but infused directly by the Divine—

a rare state of innate gnosis (ʿilm ladunnī). 

William Chittick elaborates that this indicates a soul already 
aligned with Divine Mercy and Majesty from birth, 

bypassing the ego’s usual developmental entanglements. 
This “childhood wisdom” is purity not of ignorance, but of 

pre-rational intimacy with Truth. 
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Mercy as Inner Presence, Not Outward Action 

Unlike his cousin Jesus (ʿĪsā), whose mercy is active—
healing, raising the dead—Yaḥyā manifests passive 

mercy—a contemplative presence that heals through silence, 
chastity, and stillness. 

Chittick explains that in Ibn ʿArabī’s thought, the most 

profound acts occur inwardly. Mercy can be a state of being, 
not only behavior. Yaḥyā’s mercy is therefore ontologica l, 

not performative. His life becomes a living vibration of 
divine mercy, echoing through the spiritual realms. 

This mercy is not in contradiction with jalāl but 
complements it. Majesty draws the soul upward; mercy 

holds it gently as it ascends. 

Chastity as Cosmic Allegory 

Yaḥyā’s legendary celibacy is reinterpreted by Ibn ʿArabī as 
symbolic of his non-engagement with the lower world 

(dunyā). Woman, in metaphysical symbolism, represents the 
world—attractive yet veiling. Yaḥyā’s refusal to unite with 

her reflects his unmediated union with the Divine. 

This detachment is not repression, but sublimation: 

• Psychologically, it is the redirection of eros toward 
the Divine. 

• Neurologically, it parallels spiritua l 
neuroplasticity—rewiring the brain from reward-

based desire to God-centered longing. 

• Spiritually, it is total consecration of the soul to the 
Beloved, unmarred by worldly entanglement. 
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Silent Wisdom and the Power of Non-Action 

Yaḥyā is described as a man of few words and fewer deeds. 
Yet his state alone is transformative. In a world where 

prophets often manifest outward miracles, Yaḥyā reveals the 
miracle of inward stillness. 

In Sufi terms, he belongs to the maqām of sukun (stillness). 

His silence is not absence but depth—an ocean of divine 
wisdom hidden beneath a calm surface. Ibn ʿArabī regards 

such souls as the quiet pillars of the cosmos, whose spiritua l 
gravity holds the world in place. 

Chittick reinforces this: True mercy and majesty operate 
beyond visibility, in the ripples of the heart’s presence. 

Relationship with Jesus (ʿĪsā): Mercy in Dual Aspect 

In Ibn ʿArabī’s cosmology, Jesus and John are two 
reflections of the same divine attribute—Raḥma (Mercy): 

• Jesus is mercy that acts. 

• John is mercy that is. 

Together, they show that God’s qualities can manifest as 
opposites yet remain unified in their source. Yaḥyā’s passive 

mercy deepens the soul’s stillness, while Jesus’s active 
mercy heals the world. These two modes are complementary 
vectors of divine love. 

The Spiritual Station (Maqām) of Yaḥyā: Pre-Kashf 

Purity 

Yaḥyā symbolizes the maqām of purity before unveiling 
(kashf)—the inner station where the heart is being polished 
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for receptivity. His life offers a model for contemplat ives 
and mystics: 

• His silence teaches surrender.  

• His chastity teaches consecration. 

• His presence teaches stillness. 

He is a prefigured mirror, showing that a heart aligned with 
the Real can receive divine wisdom without dramatic 

revelations or miraculous signs. 

Modern Reflections: Neuroscience and Jungian Depths 

Modern science can glean parallels in Yaḥyā’s condition: 

• Minimalist neuroscience suggests that solitude and 
sensory restraint enable deeper self-awareness and 

cognitive recalibration. 

• Jungian psychology may see Yaḥyā as one who has 
transcended the shadow—not suppressing the libido 
but transmuting it into spiritual eros. 

Yaḥyā’s life embodies a fully integrated human being, 

whose instincts are no longer reactive but sacramental—a 
vessel emptied of ego to be filled with God. 

The Jalālī Mirror of Divine Mercy 

Yaḥyā (John the Baptist), as portrayed by Ibn ʿArabī and 
expounded by Chittick, is the Seal of Majesty not through 

power or miracle, but through purity, silence, and inward 
sovereignty. His life is a living proclamation of the Divine 

Names: 

• Al-Jalīl (The Majestic): Seen in his stern grace and 
transcendent detachment. 
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• Al-Raḥmān (The All-Merciful): Revealed in his 
quiet compassion and childlike wisdom. 

• Al-Ḥaṣūr (The Reserved One): Manifested in his 
soul’s holy exclusivity for the Divine. 

In Yaḥyā, we witness the radiance of a soul uncorrupted by 
the world, yet not alien to it. He is majestic in his surrender 
and merciful in his presence—a luminous guide for those on 

the inner path. 

The Seal of Majesty: A Poem for Yaḥyā  

 

In wilderness where silence grows, 

A lamp of majesty arose— 

No throne he sought, no crown he wore, 



Sam Mohsin 

497 

Yet kingdoms bowed at Heaven’s door. 

A child with wisdom on his tongue, 

Before the songs of life were sung, 

He held the Book with hands still small, 

Yet bore the weight that breaks us all. 

He touched no flesh, he wed no bride, 

His love for God was deep and wide. 

The world, a veil he would not lift, 

His soul—a sanctified, sealed gift. 

 

No gaze of lust, no worldly chain, 

Could breach his fortress, pure and plain. 

For in his heart the Jealous One 

Had lit a fire that outshines the sun. 

 

He stood, a cedar tall and bare, 

Unmoved by wind, untouched by air. 

No hunger gripped, no power seduced— 
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In stillness, all his strength was loosed. 

 

His mercy whispered, never screamed, 

His silence more than sages dreamed. 

A well of light in shadowed lands, 

He healed the earth with empty hands. 

 

Yaḥyā, the seal of silent might, 

Majestic soul of veilless light. 

No miracles his name adorned, 

Yet by his breath, the veils were torn. 

 

He did not need to walk on seas, 

Or call the storm to bow with ease. 

His miracle was just to be— 

A soul that shined in purity. 

 

While ʿĪsā healed with moving grace, 
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Yaḥyā stood still—yet matched his pace. 

One weeps for wounds, one weeps for sin, 

Together bound by what’s within. 

 

They split one mercy, two-fold flame— 

One calls the sick, one guards the Name. 

One walks the world with healing breath, 

One walks apart, untouched by death. 

 

O you who seek the mystic way, 

Who fear the night and dread delay, 

Know this: the stars do not proclaim, 

But stillness bears the sacred Name. 

 

Detach, refine, release, and kneel— 

For majesty begins to heal 

Not through the might of earthly claim, 

But through a heart devoid of shame. 
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The jealous Lord demands the whole— 

He wants no half, but all your soul. 

So follow Yaḥyā’s flame so clear, 

Where awe becomes the root of fear. 

 

Where love is not a touch or kiss, 

But burning in the heart’s abyss— 

A fire jealous, cold, and grand, 

That melts the self to understand. 

 

O mirror of the Name Jalīl, 

Whose silence louder than the zeal 

Of prophets who with thunder speak— 

Your quiet made the heavens weak. 

You are the Seal of Majesty, 

A sign of what the soul can be. 

Not loud, not proud, not grand in tone, 

But wholly God’s—and God’s alone.  
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Chapter 21 

The Wisdom of Dominion (al-Malakūt) in the Word of 

Zakariyyā 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared → 
Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → Shem 
→ Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → Serug 

→ Nahor → Terah → Haran → Lot → Levi → Kohath → 
Amram → Aaron → Eleazar → Phinehas → Abishua → 

Bukki → Uzzi → Zerahiah → Meraioth → Azariah → 
Amariah → Ahitub → Zadok → Shallum → Hilkiah → 
Azariah → Seraiah → Jehozadak → Johanan → Jaddua → 

Onias → Simon → Eleazar → Matthan → Zakariyyā 
(Zachariah) 

The Prophet of Quiet Dominion 

Among the luminous figures of divine revelation stands 

Zakariyyā (ʿalayhi al-salām), whose presence Ibn al-ʿArabī 
identifies as the locus of ḥikmat al-malakūt — the Wisdom 

of Dominion. Dominion here does not refer to temporal 
kingship or political mastery, but to that subtle rulership by 
which the human heart becomes a mirror of divine 

sovereignty. 

In the Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam, Ibn al-ʿArabī unfolds Zakariyyā’s 
reality as a word of God — a revelation through which the 

unseen expresses itself in the visible. Through him, the 
cosmos learns that authority is not imposed from above, but 
emerges from intimacy (uns). Dominion without love 

becomes tyranny; love without dominion becomes 
dissolution. In Zakariyyā, the two converge. 
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Zakariyyā’s Station: Guardian of the Hidden Covenant 

Zakariyyā’s life unfolds as an act of guardianship. He is 
entrusted with the care of the sacred — the custodian of 

Maryam’s sanctuary, the steward of the Temple, and the 
bearer of the waning flame of Israelite prophecy. 

His dominion is not conquest but custody: a rule of silence, 

prayer, and service. In an age when revelation seemed to 
recede into memory, Zakariyyā upheld the thread of divine 

trust (amānah), sustaining the unseen lineage of light. The 
prophet thus becomes a living bridge between presence and 
absence — between the dying order of the Mosaic law and 

the imminent birth of Isaic grace. 

Dominion as Inner Sovereignty 

For Ibn al-ʿArabī, the true kingdom lies not in crowns or 
cities but in the domain of the heart. Zakariyyā’s dominion 

manifests as inner sovereignty — the disciplined rule of 
spirit over self, of remembrance (dhikr) over heedlessness 
(ghaflah). The heart that rules itself in harmony with the 

divine will reflects the cosmic order itself. 

In this wisdom, obedience is not submission by force, but 
recognition through love. The one who rules his passions 

becomes a king in the kingdom of the unseen. Thus, 
Zakariyyā’s “Word” calls humanity toward a refined 
governance — a sovereignty born from humility and 

devotion, not from domination. 

The Historical Horizon — The Twilight of the Israelite 

Dispensation 

Zakariyyā’s emergence took place in a historical moment of 

twilight. The Israelite nation, once radiant under the lights of 
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David and Solomon, had entered the long dusk of exile and 
foreign dominion. The people had returned to rebuild the 

Temple, but the spirit of revelation had dimmed. Ritual 
replaced presence; hierarchy replaced holiness. 

Zakariyyā’s coming, therefore, marks the transition between 

two dispensations — the final flicker of Mosaic prophecy 
and the quiet herald of the Isaic dawn. His voice carried the 
echo of Sinai even as it announced the nearness of the Word 

made flesh in Jesus. He was the last guardian flame before 
the light shifted forms. 

Political Context — The Collapse of Divine Kingship 

Politically, Zakariyyā lived in an age where religious 

authority had become subservient to the empire. The once-
united kingdom of Israel was fragmented under foreign 

powers — Babylonian, Persian, and later Roman — and 
prophecy no longer guided governance. 

The Temple priesthood, entangled with political power, 
served worldly interests more than divine command. 

Zakariyyā’s message thus opposed not an empire of swords 
but an empire of forgetfulness. His prayer for a successor — 

“Grant me from Yourself a successor who will inherit me 

and inherit from the House of Jacob, and make him, my 
Lord, pleasing to You.” (Qur’an 19:5–6) 

— was a cry for spiritual continuity, not dynastic ambition. 

He sought not an heir to his body, but to his barakah — one 
who could bear the radiance of prophecy when institutiona l 
religion had turned opaque. 
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Socioeconomic Context — When Wealth Replaced 

Worship 

The Temple, once a house of remembrance, had become a 

house of transaction. Religious office was sold for prestige; 
devotion was measured in offerings. The poor were unseen; 

the sacred was commodified. 

Zakariyyā’s care for Maryam (ʿalayhā al-salām) stands 

as the counter-image to this corruption 

“Every time Zakariyyā entered upon her in the sanctuary, he 

found with her provision. He said, ‘O Mary, from where is 
this for you?’ She said, ‘It is from Allah; indeed, Allah 
provides for whom He wills without measure.’” (Qur’an 

3:37) 

This moment unveils the essence of metaphysical economy 
— that sustenance (rizq) is not the product of markets but the 

overflow of divine generosity. Zakariyyā, beholding Mary’s 
miracle, recognized that divine provision is never exhausted; 
it flows to hearts receptive to its grace. Thus, the prophet 

becomes the restorer of a spiritual economics grounded in 
gratitude, not greed. 

Social Renewal — The Resurrection of Lineage 

In his old age and his wife’s barrenness, Zakariyyā embodied 

a civilization’s exhaustion. The absence of heirs signif ied 
not merely a personal sorrow, but the barrenness of 

transmission — a world in which wisdom was no longer 
inherited. 

His prayer, therefore, was the world’s prayer: that divine 
vitality might return to history. 
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The miraculous birth of Yaḥyā (John) was the renewal of 
revelation through impossible means. It declared that even 

when forms grow sterile, the divine can create a new lineage 
of light. Thus, socially and spiritually, Zakariyyā’s mission 

revived the principle of living inheritance — not of blood, 
but of heart. 

Metaphysical Meaning — The Descent of Intimacy and 

Sovereignty 

On the metaphysical plane, Ibn al-ʿArabī names Zakariyyā’s 
wisdom the ḥikmah malakūtiyyah — the Wisdom of 
Dominion, the secret of how divine kingship manifests in the 

soul. 

Zakariyyā is the locus of several Divine Names: 

• al-Mālik (The Sovereign), through whom order and 
justice are upheld; 

• al-Wadūd (The Loving), through whom intimacy 
softens rule; 

• al-Mujīb (The Responsive), through whom prayer 
becomes creation. 

In his supplication, these Names meet — malakūt and uns, 

kingship and nearness, majesty (jalāl) and beauty (jamāl). 
Dominion here becomes tenderness; power becomes prayer.  

The aged prophet’s whispered invocation in the night was 

more than speech — it was cosmic intercession, a call 
through which the Divine renewed the covenant of mercy 
with creation. 
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The Ethics of Divine Authority 

From Zakariyyā’s dominion flow ethical imperatives. The 
true ruler — whether of nations or of the heart — must be 

humble, reflective, and merciful. Leadership without inner 
listening is blindness; silence without compassion is 

lifelessness. 

Zakariyyā teaches that speech gains power only after silence, 
and that prayer becomes effective only when purified of self. 

Dominion, in its purest form, is service in stillness. The 
prophet thus models how divine governance begins not in 
command but in supplication. 

The Harmony of Majesty and Mercy 

Ibn al-ʿArabī continually reminds the seeker that God’s 

majesty and mercy are never apart. 

In Zakariyyā, dominion (jalāl) is veiled in gentleness 
(jamāl). His rule is not that of conquest, but of care. His 

power lies in humility, his sovereignty in surrender. 

The perfection of dominion, says Ibn al-ʿArabī, is achieved 
when awe and love coexist — when the heart trembles 

before God’s grandeur yet rests in His nearness. Zakariyyā’s 
station is precisely this balance: the noble king who kneels, 
the ruler whose reign is prayer. 

William Chittick’s Insight — Dominion as Creative 

Compassion 

William C. Chittick, in his exposition of the Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam, 
interprets Zakariyyā’s wisdom as the manifestation of 

creative compassion — the power through which divine 
mercy brings forth new life. 
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Chittick notes that Zakariyyā’s supplication represents the 
soul’s desire for continuity of divine presence within history. 

His plea for Yaḥyā is the archetype of duʿāʾ khafiyy — the 
“hidden prayer” — a prayer uttered not in sound but in the 

depths of being. It is this inward call that summons existence 
from nonexistence. 

Thus, Zakariyyā’s story becomes a metaphysical parable: the 
universe itself is God’s response to a prayer — the eternal 

echo of love yearning to be known. 

The Seal of Wisdom — Dominion in Stillness 

In The Wisdom of Dominion in the Word of Zakariyyā, Ibn 
al-ʿArabī seals the teaching of divine rule with stillness. 

Authority, he says, belongs only to the one who knows how 
to wait. The prophet’s aged frame and his long silence before 

his son’s conception are not signs of weakness but of 
perfection. 

When human striving exhausts itself, divine will descends. 

When the voice breaks, the Word speaks. 

From barrenness emerges creation; from silence, revelation. 

Zakariyyā’s wisdom teaches that the truest dominion is to 

govern the soul so gently that it becomes transparent to the 
King of all. 

Concluding Reflection 

The coming of Zakariyyā was the dawn before the dawn — 

the last oil in the lamp before the flame of ʿĪsā (Jesus) was 
kindled. 
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He appeared when faith had become form and law had lost 
its light, to remind the world that prayer is stronger than 

empire, and silence deeper than speech. 

Through him, God revealed that sovereignty belongs not to 
those who command armies, but to those who command 

their hearts. His life is the mirror of divine governance — 
dominion rooted in mercy, authority born from intimacy. 

Zakariyyā was the prophet of quiet dominion, the ruler who 

knelt — and through his humility, the dominion of God was 
made visible once again upon the earth. 

The Prophet of Quiet Dominion 

 

(A Poetic Reflection on the Wisdom of Zakariyyā) 

Beneath the dome of fading light, 
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When temples echoed through the night, 

And law was stone, yet soul was weak— 

A whisper rose the stars could seek. 

 

Zakariyyā, the heart’s pure flame, 

Who ruled by love, not crown or name, 

Kneeling before the Throne unseen, 

He bore the weight of what had been. 

 

The priests had sold the sacred bread, 

The poor were dust, the prophets dead, 

Yet through his silence, breath by breath, 

He broke the chains of living death. 

 

He prayed not for a son of bone, 

But heir to light, to Truth alone. 

“Grant me,” he wept, “a soul that stays, 

To keep Thy fire through the night of days.” 
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And lo, from barren womb and age, 

Sprang life anew — the turning page. 

A child was born, Yaḥyā by name, 

Whose voice would call the lost to flame. 

 

O keeper of the Temple’s door, 

Whose tears became a nation’s lore, 

Your rule was not of sword or speech, 

But silence deep that mountains teach. 

 

You watched the markets of the soul, 

Where men sold faith to gain control; 

Yet in a maiden’s quiet cell, 

You saw the unseen providence dwell. 

 

“Whence comes this fruit?” you softly pled— 

“It comes from God,” the virgin said. 

Then knew you: Rizq descends unbid, 
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To hearts unveiled, to hearts unhid. 

 

Old man of light, your staff of prayer, 

Bore blossoms none could yet compare. 

For every cry from the depths of dust, 

Became the Word — In Thee we trust. 

 

Your kingdom was the heart made still, 

Your throne — surrender to the Will. 

No empire rose, no banners flew, 

Yet angels bent their wings to you. 

 

Dominion’s crown is woven thin, 

Of patience, silence, love within. 

Its jewels are tears in midnight’s keep, 

Its throne — the watcher who does not sleep. 

 

When law grew cold and reason tired, 
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Your whispered faith the world inspired. 

For in your aged, trembling hand, 

Lay all that heaven could command. 

 

From barrenness, creation stirred; 

From silence, rose the living Word. 

O Prophet of the dusk and dawn, 

Through you, the breath of God was drawn. 

 

You showed that the rule is mercy’s art, 

That kingship dwells within the heart; 

That power bows to prayer’s decree, 

And age gives birth to prophecy. 

 

O Zakariyyā, lamp of trust, 

Who turned despair to living dust, 

Through you, the world learns this decree: 

That God still reigns in secrecy. 
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The mighty fall, the proud forget,    

But You, Beloved, govern yet. 

And through the prophet’s humbled plea, 

The heart regains its sovereignty. 

 

Dominion lies where silence prays, 

The throne is lit by unseen rays.    

The ruler kneels, the servant reigns, 

In love that binds yet breaks all chains. 

 

The barren womb, the weary hand— 

Conceive again at His command. 

For every prayer the soul has sown, 

Becomes the garden of His throne. 
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Chapter 22 

The Wisdom of Goodness in the Word of Elijah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared → 

Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → Shem 
→ Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → Serug 
→ Nahor → Terah → Abraham → Isaac → Levi → Kohath 

→ Amram → Aaron → Eleazar → Phinehas … Abishua … 
Bukki … Uzzi … Zerahiah … Meraioth … Amariah … 

Ahitub … Zadok … Ahimaaz … Azariah … Johanan … 
Azariah … Amariah … Ahitub … Zadok … Shallum … 
Hilkiah … Azariah … Seraiah … Jehozadak → Ilyās 

(Elijah) 

Elijah — The Fire of Divine Remembrance 

By the time Prophet Elijah (Ilyās عليه السلام) appeared in the 
land of Israel, the sacred covenant between God and His 

people had dimmed beneath layers of corruption, idolatry, 
and moral decay. His coming marked a decisive moment—

a divine intervention to restore spiritual integrity and moral 
order. Elijah was sent not merely to a people but to a 
condition of humanity, a spiritual drought reflected in the 

physical drought that parched the land. His mission was the 
rekindling of divine consciousness in a civiliza t ion 

collapsing under the weight of material power and forgotten 
truth. 

Political Context: The Rule of Idolatrous Kings 

Politically, Elijah’s era was defined by the reign of King 
Ahab and Queen Jezebel, whose leadership epitomized the 

fusion of worldly authority with spiritual corruption. 
Jezebel, a Phoenician princess, introduced the worship of 



Sam Mohsin 

515 

Baal, establishing temples and altars for him in Samaria. The 
prophets of Yahweh were persecuted, silenced, or slain; truth 

was replaced by state-sanctioned idolatry. 

In such a climate, Elijah’s voice was like thunder in a silent 
sky—a direct challenge to the empire of falsehood. Standing 

alone before kings, he declared: 

“As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, 
there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my 

word.” 

His defiance was not political rebellion but spiritua l 
sovereignty—a reminder that divine law transcends earthly 
thrones. In Elijah, prophecy rose as resistance, not through 

armies, but through unwavering alignment with the Living 
God. 

Social Context: The Erosion of Moral Order 

Socially, Israel had become divided between loyalty to God 

and submission to idols. The poor were neglected, justice 
perverted, and power concentrated in the hands of those who 

exploited divine authority for personal gain. The worship of 
Baal symbolized the triumph of sensuality, greed, and self-
worship. 

Elijah’s call to repentance was a demand for social renewal. 

When he confronted the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel, 
it was more than a contest of miracles—it was a cosmic 

drama between illusion and truth, corruption and purity. The 
fire that consumed his offering symbolized the purifica t ion 
of a society, burning away false attachments, reigniting the 

moral conscience of a people who had forgotten the flame 
within. 
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Economic Context: Drought as Divine Reflection 

Economically, Israel suffered under the devastating effects 
of drought—a literal reflection of spiritual barrenness. Crops 

withered, resources dwindled, and inequality deepened. The 
drought Elijah announced was not punishment alone; it was 

revelation—the outward sign of an inner famine. Humanity 
had become disconnected from the Source, and the land 
mirrored that separation. 

By calling forth rain only after repentance, Elijah 
reestablished the sacred link between righteousness and 
sustenance. Prosperity divorced from virtue leads to ruin; 

alignment with the Divine restores both inner and outer 
abundance. In this, Elijah becomes the archetype of the 

ecological prophet, revealing that the balance of nature itself 
depends on the balance of the soul. 

Historical Context: The Decline of Prophetic 

Consciousness 

Historically, Elijah appeared during a crisis in the prophetic 

lineage. After Moses and Joshua, Israel’s prophetic spirit 
waned under monarchy and materialism. Temples were built 

and rituals preserved, but the living presence of God—the 
Ruḥ al-Quddus, or Holy Spirit—had receded from collective 
awareness. 

Elijah came as a restorer of the inner fire, a prophet of 

remembrance (dhikr)—reawakening what had been 
forgotten. His very name, Ilyās, derives from the root ʾly, 

meaning “My God is Yah,” affirming the unity and 
immediacy of the Divine. In him, the ancient prophetic 
current surged anew, flowing through the dry riverbed of 

human consciousness. 
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Metaphysical Context: The Fire of Unity and the 

Ascension of Spirit 

Metaphysically, Elijah represents the element of fire—the 

transformative force that burns away illusion and reveals 
pure essence. In Sufi and mystical traditions, he symbolizes 

the undying spirit that transcends death. His departure from 
this world, carried aloft in a chariot of fire, is an allegory of 
spiritual ascension, where the soul, purified of all earthly 

residue, returns to the divine source without decay. 

Elijah is not only a prophet of history but an eternal 
archetype of the awakened soul. He bridges heaven and 

earth, acting as a luminous thread between the human and 
the divine. In Islamic mysticism, he is said to wander the 

earth with Khidr, the “Green Prophet,” guiding seekers in 
every age who yearn to reignite their inner light. He 
embodies the truth that divine presence never vanishes; it 

simply changes form. 

The Eternal Meaning of Elijah’s Coming 

The coming of Elijah was necessary whenever truth risks 
extinction beneath the idols of power, pleasure, and 

forgetfulness. Politically, he challenged corruption; socially, 
he defended justice; economically, he revealed the spiritua l 
roots of sustenance; historically, he rekindled prophecy; 

metaphysically, he embodied the ascent of the spirit to its 
divine home. 

He was the flame that reminds creation of its source—the 

remembrance within fire, the truth within struggle. His story 
teaches that when the world forgets the living God, the 
divine fire descends not to destroy, but to purify—until the 

human heart once again becomes a mountain of light. 
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The Flame That Walks 

 

In lands where idols rise, and kings deceive, 

Where hearts in shadowed greed no longer grieve, 

A voice ignites the silence of the night, 

Elijah walks in fire, revealing light. 
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The throne of Ahab trembles at his word, 

No armies rise, yet heaven’s voice is heard. 

Jezebel’s temples quake before the flame, 

The Name of God restores what sin would claim. 

     

On Carmel’s heights, the prophets clash in vain, 

Illusion burns; the truth alone shall reign. 

A fire descends, consuming false desire, 

And hearts once cold now feel the sacred fire. 

 

The drought of the earth reflects the soul’s decay, 

The barren fields mirror the hearts astray. 

Yet rain shall fall when hearts to God return, 

The river flows; the thirsty land shall burn. 

 

Beyond the veil of time, beyond the eyes, 

The chariot ascends where the spirit flies. 

No grave confines the flame that never dies, 
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A soul in fire becomes the boundless skies. 

 

He walks with Khidr, green amidst the night, 

A guide for seekers lost in mortal sight. 

The living God persists in every flame, 

In every heart that calls upon His Name. 

 

Elijah, fire that pierces shadowed lands, 

The mountain trembles where his presence stands. 

Remembered in the storm, the drought, the rain, 

The truth returns; the spirit is made plain. 

 

O flame of God, O witness to the skies, 

Awaken us where our forgotten fire lies. 

In every struggle, every silent plea, 

Elijah burns—eternal, wild, and free. 
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Chapter 23 

The Wisdom of Imamate in the Word of Luqmān 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → … → Idris (Enoch) → … → 

Noah → Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → 
Reu → Serug → Nahor → Terah → … → Luqman 

The Coming of Luqman al-Ḥakīm: A Unified Vision of 

Wisdom in Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam 

To understand the coming of Luqman (عليه السلام) — or more 
aptly Luqmān al-Ḥakīm, “Luqman the Wise” — we must see 
him not merely as a moral sage, but as a civilizational mirror 

and theophany: a manifestation of divine wisdom that 
reflects the deeper order of reality. His emergence addresses 

the political, economic, social, historical, metaphysical, and 
spiritual needs of his age, and offers a model of how divine 
wisdom (ḥikmah), benevolence (iḥsān), and unity (tawḥīd) 

intertwine in the life of the individual and the community. 

In Ibn al-‘Arabī’s Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam, the chapter on Luqman 
(Faṣṣ al-ḥikma al-iḥsānīyah fī kalima Luqmānīyah) takes 

this figure as paradigmatic — not necessarily as a prophet by 
all scholars, but as one who embodies key Divine Names and 
stations. As William C. Chittick (drawing especially on 

interpretations by al-Qūnawī and others) explains, Luqman’s 
wisdom is the Wisdom of Good-Doing (ḥikmat al-iḥsān) — 

in which ethical excellence, awareness of God, and the 
metaphysical truth of unity are inseparable.  ￼ 

Below is a presentation that weaves together the mult ip le 
“reasons” for Luqman’s coming, the character of his 

wisdom, and the deeper commentary found in Chittick and 
Ibn al-‘Arabī. 
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Historical & Social-Political-Economic Context: Why 

Luqman Was Needed 

• Luqman lived in a world of transition: after the age 
of prophetic legislation (Moses, David) but before 
fully formed prophetic institutions in every land. 

Society was growing in wealth, trade, monarchy, and 
class structure. Material prosperity was increasing, 

but with it, moral slippage, arrogance, and inequality. 
The young were drawn by power, luxury, or vanity. 
Familial and moral structures were under pressure. 

• Politically, there was the danger that rulers would 
rule without justice, opulence without humility, law 

without conscience. Economically, the merchant 
class was expanding, profit often overtook princip le; 

people saw wealth as status rather than a trust. 
Socially, family ties, upbringing, and 
intergenerational transmission of virtue were 

weakening. 

• Metaphysically and spiritually, humanity was at risk 
of forgetting that every form, even the smallest act, 
is subject to divine knowledge; that the invisible is as 
real as the visible; that God’s awareness and subtle 

presence penetrate all things. 

Thus, the coming of Luqman is seen as a kind of correction 
— a moral, spiritual, and metaphysical corrective to the 

excesses of power, self-centered wealth, social 
fragmentation, and spiritual neglect. 

Nature of His Wisdom: ḥikmah, iḥsān, Unity & Presence 

As Ibn al-‘Arabī frames it 

• Wisdom as Divine Gift (ḥikmah as tawqīfī): It is not 
achieved merely by human effort or scholarship, but 
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is bestowed. The Qurʾan declares, “Indeed We gave 
Luqman wisdom.” (31:12) and “Whosoever is 

granted wisdom has been given much good.” 
(2:269). Wis­dom here is bound up with goodness.   

• Good-Doing (iḥsān) as inseparable from Wisdom: 
Luqman does not teach wisdom in abstraction but 

gives moral and spiritual counsel to his son — not 
merely laws, but guides toward merciful, 
compassionate, just, humble behaviour. Wisdom in 

his model is lived. Chittick summarizes that 
commentators emphasize doing good even toward 

those who wrong you, viewing all existents with 
mercy and compassion; worship with presence; and 
contemplation of God in all things.   

• Hidden Meanings, Silence, Speech, and Subtleties : 
Luqman’s teachings include both what is explicit ly 

stated and what is implied or omitted. For instance, 
when he warns of the smallest deed being known 
(“even a mustard seed weight…”), this points 

metaphysically to God’s subtle awareness (laṭīf) and 
knowledge (khabīr) of all things, including the 

unseen. Wisdom is in what one says, but also in how 
one frames it, in what one leaves unsaid.   

• Unity (tawḥīd) and Divine Names: Luqman’s 
counsel centers heavily around recognizing Divine 
Unity, avoiding shameful association (shirk), and 

understanding that all being is a manifestation of the 
One. The Divine Names “al-Laṭīf (Subtle, Gentle)” 

and “al-Khabīr (Aware)” are particularly invoked. 
Luqman himself becomes a locus or theophany of 
those Names.   

• Spiritual Station & Inner Prophecy: Though Luqman 
is not universally considered a prophet (the majority 

view sees him as a very wise servant), in Ibn al-
‘Arabī’s mystical cosmology, he occupies a 

prophetic station in the inner realm (bāṭin), 
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manifesting illumination and divine teaching through 
him. The wisdom of Luqman is thus an inner 

prophecy — guiding the heart as much as external 
conduct.  

William C. Chittick’s Commentary & How It 

Illuminates These Themes 

• William C. Chittick, in his works (notably “The 
Chapter Headings of the Fuṣūṣ” and his 

translations/commentaries), helps clarify how 
scholars in the Ibn al-‘Arabī tradition (especially al-
Qūnawī, al-Qāshānī, etc.) interpret Luqman’s 

wisdom: 

• “Wisdom of Good-Doing” (ḥikmat al-iḥsānīyah) is 
selected for Luqman because it combines right action 
(ʿamal) with inner presence. Chittick notes that 

good-doing here means doing what is proper in every 
act, seeing all existents with compassion — even 
being good toward one who does evil. Worship is 

with presence, as though one sees God; 
contemplation is everywhere.   

• Wisdom (ḥikmah) in this chapter is said to be “to put 
a thing in its proper place.” That is, not merely 

knowing, but knowing how to act justly and 
beautifully in context. Wisdom and good-doing 
dwell in a single valley — one cannot be separated 

from the other.   

• The connection between verses such as “Indeed We 
gave Luqman wisdom” and “Whosoever is granted 
wisdom has been given much good” is used to show 
that giving wisdom is giving comprehens ive 

goodness (khayr) — not partial, but encompassing 
many particulars.   

• Chittick points out that commentators emphasize 
both what Luqman says and what he does not say — 
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the unspoken wisdom or silence is part of elocution 
and moral style; the omissions are meaningful, not 

empty.   

• Chittick also highlights how Luqman’s verse about 
the mustard seed (31:16) exemplifies God’s fine-
touch (laṭāfah) and awareness (khabīrah) — that 

nothing is too small or hidden that God does not 
bring it forth, knows it. This builds metaphys ica l 
humility and esoteric awareness.   

The Purpose & Legacy of Luqman’s Wisdom 

Luqman’s coming is not an isolated historical curiosity, nor 

is his wisdom a set of moral platitudes. According to Ibn al-
‘Arabī — as clarified by Chittick — Luqman serves as a 

bridge: 

• Between outer law and inner realization; 

• Between action (the visible) and presence/unseen 
(the invisible); 

• Between multiplicity and unity; 

• Between the temporal and the eternal. 

His wisdom is meant to re-orient humanity: to remember 
God in every act; to find ethical beauty (iḥsān); to treat every 

creature, every moment, with care; to see that governance, 
economy, family, culture, all have spiritual dimensions; to 

witness that even the atom, the silence, the small word, has 
its place in the grand tapestry of existence. 

Luqman’s example is thus timeless. In his advice to his son 
— to avoid shirk; to perform prayer; to enjoin what is good; 

to be patient; to act well even in small matters — we find a 
compact model of universal spiritual ethics, metaphys ica l 

insight, and moral beauty, all rooted in Divine Unity. 
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The Song of Luqman al-Ḥakīm 

 

(The Wisdom of Good-Doing) 

When kings grew proud on golden thrones, 

And hearts forgot the Voice of tones, 

When trade and power ruled the lands, 
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And mercy slipped from mortal hands — 

Then rose a Sage, not crowned nor known, 

A heart of light, a soul alone. 

No banner waved, no empire’s flame, 

Yet all the heavens bore his name. 

 

He came when wealth had choked the poor, 

When temples closed the humble door, 

When speech was sharp and hearts were dry, 

And truth was sold for pomp and lie. 

He spoke not loud, but words so still, 

They trembled, Time, they bent the will. 

He said: “O child, be meek, be true, 

Each act returns — the seed you strew.” 

 

He said: “A grain beneath a stone, 

God knows it well — it’s not alone. 

In sky or sea, in dark or near, 
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No deed escapes the Subtle Seer. 

So walk with care, speak soft, be kind, 

The worlds are shaped by speech and mind.” 

His voice, a river, cool and deep, 

Awoke the hearts that long did sleep. 

 

No crown he wore, no staff he raised, 

Yet even prophets stood amazed. 

For wisdom clothed in humble skin 

Can split the veil that blinds within. 

He taught the kings: “Let pride be still, 

For power bows to a higher will. 

The throne is dust, the gold is breath, 

The wise see balance, life, and death.” 

 

He taught the traders: “Give, not hoard, 

For wealth is trust, not man’s reward. 

The coin you clutch will turn to sand, 
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If gratitude forgets your hand.” 

He turned the market into prayer, 

Each weight, each measure, just and fair. 

He taught the mother, father, and son: 

“In love begins creation’s sun.” 

 

O Luqman, mirror of the Wise, 

Your heart still speaks beneath the skies. 

You saw the world in a perfect plan, 

Each atom glowing with the Man — 

The Word made form, the breath made sound, 

The unseen circle, the seen made round. 

You taught: “To know is not to see, 

But see through One — the Unity.” 

 

When prophets ruled with law and rod, 

You ruled with silence, breath, and nod. 

You bridged the hearts from form to flame, 
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And wrote no book — yet left your name. 

For wisdom walks in secret light, 

It humbles kings, it heals the night. 

You were the dawn between the laws, 

The whisper born before applause. 

 

Now ages turn, and man forgets, 

He builds new gods from wires and nets. 

Yet still your echo softly calls, 

Through glassy screens and golden halls: 

“Be grateful, child, for all you are, 

Each atom hides a secret star. 

The wise man kneels to learn again, 

That mercy is the might of men.” 

 

O Sage of Silence, Friend of God, 

Whose gaze made stones in praise applaud — 

Teach us the balance, mīzān’s art, 
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To weigh the world within the heart. 

For kingdoms fall and empires fade, 

But wisdom walks through light and shade. 

And when all names to dust return, 

Thy flame, O Luqman, still shall burn. 
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Chapter 24 

The Wisdom of Brotherhood and the Imamate-Aaron 

al-ḥikmah ʿilmiyyah  

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 

→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 
Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 
Serug → Nahor → Terah → Abraham (Ibrahim) → Isaac 

(Ishaq) → Jacob (Ya‘qub) → Levi → Kohath → Amram 
→ Aaron (Hārūn) 

Historical Context 

Prophet Haroon was sent during the time of Prophet Musa 

(Moses) in ancient Egypt, a period marked by the 
oppression of the Israelites under Pharaoh’s regime. 

Historically, this was a time of: 

• Systemic oppression: Israelites were enslaved and 
exploited by the ruling elite. 

• Religious suppression: Pharaoh promoted 
polytheism and authoritarian control, suppressing 

the worship of God. 

Haroon’s presence alongside Musa helped sustain the 
prophetic mission in this politically charged context. While 
Musa often confronted Pharaoh directly, Haroon served as 

a stabilizing figure among the people, maintaining order 
and communication. 

 

Political Reason 
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• Leadership and governance: Haroon was appointed 
as a spokesperson and deputy to Musa. In moments 
when Musa’s absence or confrontation with 
Pharaoh left the Israelites in a vulnerable state, 

Haroon functioned as a political leader to manage 
internal cohesion. 

• Preventing rebellion from within: The Israelites 
were prone to despair, doubt, or even revolt against 
Musa’s leadership due to the harshness of their 

oppression. Haroon’s presence reassured them and 
maintained unity. 

• Delegation of authority: Moses, being occupied 
with divine commandments, needed a trusted co-

leader. Haroon’s role ensured that the mission’s 
political and administrative aspects were handled 
effectively. 

Social Reason 

• Brotherhood and relational wisdom: Haroon 
represents relational leadership. While Musa 
embodied visionary and directive guidance, Haroon 

exemplified compassion, patience, and mediation. 

• Moral education of the people: He taught the 
Israelites ethical behavior and spiritual adherence in 
everyday life, complementing Musa’s higher-order 

divine laws. 

• Conflict resolution: In social dynamics, people 
naturally struggle with fear, doubt, or envy. 
Haroon’s gentle guidance helped prevent 
fragmentation of the community. 

 

Metaphysical Reason 
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• Symbol of duality and balance: In Islamic 
metaphysics, the pairing of Musa and Haroon 
represents complementary modes of divine wisdom: 

• Musa: Law, transcendence, confrontation with 
injustice. 

• Haroon: Mercy, relational wisdom, sustaining the 
community. 

• Spiritual archetype of brotherhood: Haroon teaches 
that spiritual leadership is not only about authority 
but also about nurturing, partnership, and ethical 

interconnection. 

• Facilitator of divine guidance: Haroon’s presence 
allowed Musa to fulfill the higher metaphysical 
purpose of the mission—guiding humanity toward 
God—without disruption. 

Integration 

Politically, socially, and historically, Haroon’s mission was 

crucial to sustain the Israelites through oppression and to 
stabilize the leadership structure. Metaphysically, he 

embodies the principle that divine wisdom manifests not 
only in solitary greatness but also through shared 
responsibility, mercy, and relational integrity. Together, 

Musa and Haroon illustrate that spiritual progress is not 
only a personal endeavor but a collective journey anchored 

in brotherhood, guidance, and balance. 

Aaron — The Wisdom of Brotherhood and the 

Imamate 

Aaron, the brother of Moses, occupies a singular station in 

the prophetic chain, embodying the divine wisdom of 
companionship, support, and relational unity. His presence 
illustrates a subtle spiritual alchemy: the art of being the 

other’s support, the echo of a chosen voice, the mirror in 
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which prophetic light is reflected. In Ibn ʿArabī’s Fuṣūṣ 
al‑Ḥikam, Chittick frames this wisdom as al‑ḥikmah 

ʿilmiyyah—the knowledge of brotherhood realized through 
relational and spiritual experience. 

The Companion’s Station 

Brotherhood, in its highest form, is a divine arrangement: 

God appoints two souls to walk together—one as guide, the 
other as supporter—so that their union becomes a vehicle 

for spiritual growth. Aaron anchors Moses not in shadow 
but in harmony, enabling the full manifestation of Moses’ 
prophetic station. To inhabit this station requires the 

subjugation of ego, the conscious acceptance of one’s niche 
in the grand design, and an unwavering attunement to the 

Divine Voice. 

In this relational dynamic, souls rotate around a shared 
axis: one guiding, one reflecting, both serving the truth. 
Brotherhood is thus both a spiritual discipline and a source 

of insight, teaching that supports and reflection are not 
signs of inferiority but of alignment with divine purpose. 

The Mirror of the Other 

Aaron’s role teaches the soul to reflect the truth of another, 

to bear the burdens of the mission, and to participate in the 
prophetic light without overshadowing it. This is not 
imitation but co‑manifestation. The wisdom of mirror-

being reveals deeper selfhood: beneath the masks of ego, 
the soul recognizes itself as servant. 

Without Aaron, the light of Moses might remain unseen; 

without Moses, Aaron’s support would have no purpose. 
This mutual dependence exemplifies a broader spiritual 
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principle: relational stations in life are means for the divine 
message to reach the world fully. 

Knowledge Through Relation 

The knowledge of brotherhood (ilm) is experiential rather 
than theoretical. It is cultivated through shared purpose, 
mutual responsibility, and empathetic engagement with 

another’s inner world. Aaron listens, discerns, protects, and 
intervenes where Moses’ burden might bend toward 

despair. 

Such knowledge elevates the heart, cultivating generosity, 
humility, and compassion. It is knowledge of the soul as 
much as of the mind, an intimate participation in both 

human and divine affairs. 

Expressing Unity 

Aaron demonstrates that unity (tawḥīd) is not solitude; it 
unfolds in relationships—prophetic, human, and cosmic. 

Many faces may participate in the mission, yet one purpose 
binds them. Brotherhood reflects divine multiplicity in 

harmony: differences of rank or gift do not divide but 
become avenues to witness the One. 

Aaron amplifies Moses without competing, enables him 
without overshadowing, and in this mutual recognition, the 

Divine Unity is revealed. Brotherhood, in this sense, 
mirrors the unity inherent in creation itself. 

The Trial and the Burden 

Brotherhood is tested in the crucible of support: to aid 

without resentment, speak truth without betrayal, and love 
without envy. Aaron bears the weight of Moses’ mission 
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even when his own role is subsidiary. The trial lies in 
maintaining purity of intention: the heart aligned with God, 

not recognition, sustaining the sacred trust inherent in the 
bond. 

Vicegerency and the Imamate 

Chittick’s commentary on Ibn ʿArabī underscores Aaron’s 

station as a form of imamate or vicegerency. Appointed by 
Moses, Aaron exercises delegated authority among the 

people, a station akin to the deputies (nawwāb) who 
continued the Prophet Muhammad’s mission after his 
physical departure. Aaron’s imamate combines direct 

appointment with indirect authority: he is empowered to 
act, govern, and uphold justice, yet always within the 

bounds of divine will and Moses’ mission. 

This vicegerency clarifies key distinctions: hierarchy does 
not negate unity; authority is inseparable from spiritual 
responsibility; the vicegerent’s station supports but does 

not supplant the prophet’s, and obedience aligns with 
divine intention rather than personal autonomy. 

Brotherhood and Spiritual Inheritance 

Aaron exemplifies the spiritual inheritance passed from 

prophet to vicegerent. His wisdom lies in relational service: 
to sustain, reflect, and magnify the prophetic mission. 
Vicegerency carries not merely honor, but the weight of 

truth, justice, and community guidance. Spiritual heirs must 
contemplate from whom they inherit and how they fulfill 

this trust, cultivating humility, sincerity, and vigilance. 

 

The Fruit of Brotherhood and Imamate 
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When manifested fully, the wisdom of Aaron’s station 
yields multiple blessings: 

• Harmony in community: Brotherhood rooted in 
wisdom binds people through trials. 

• Amplification of service: Moses’ mission reaches 
hearts more fully through Aaron’s support. 

• Spiritual maturity: The supporter’s soul is refined; 
the leader’s compassion is deepened. 

• Witness to the unseen: Brotherhood becomes a 
living sign of divine unity and mercy, visible even 
in human relationships. 

Aaron’s Hidden Wisdom 

Aaron teaches that to be a brother is not to be second‑best, 

but to belong. To mirror is not to lose self, but to heal self 
in relation. To support is not to fade, but to shine together. 

The wisdom of brotherhood, realized through vicegerency, 
is a jewel hidden in the heart: the fullness of being is 
revealed not in isolation, but in harmonious union—with 

God and through those companions who share in His 
mission. 

Aaron’s station is thus a living testament to relational 

wisdom, to imamate, and to the profound spiritual principle 
that service, reflection, and support are pathways to divine 
proximity. 

 

 

 

Haroon: The Eternal Companion                
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I. The Call of Brotherhood 

Beneath the Pharaoh’s shadowed throne, 

Where iron chains of fear had grown, 

A voice of mercy, calm and clear, 

Awoke the hearts long drowned in fear. 
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“Stand with me, O brother mine, 

In this struggle, by God’s design. 

Where law confronts the tyrant’s might, 

I shall lead, but you shall light.” 

 

Haroon, the gentle, steadfast hand, 

Bore not the rod, yet ruled the land. 

In every word, in every glance, 

He wove the threads of true advance. 

 

II. The Pillar of the People 

When Musa climbed the sacred height, 

To hear the words of endless Light, 

Haroon stayed where the people trod, 

A mirror of compassion, sent by God. 

 

Through murmurs of doubt and cries of pain, 
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He calmed the hearts, restored the chain. 

A shepherd not of flocks alone, 

But of a nation, flesh and bone. 

 

“Fear not, O children of the flame, 

Your path is straight, in God’s own name. 

Though tyrants rage and idols gleam, 

Hold fast to truth, uphold the dream.” 

 

III. The Balance of Divine Law 

Musa struck the rod, the seas withdrew, 

The skies split open, the world anew. 

Yet in the echo of power and awe, 

Haroon’s soft voice preserved the Law. 

 

Justice and mercy, hand in hand, 

The twin pillars of the Promised Land. 

One confronts, one nurtures, one debates, 
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One bridges hearts, the other fates. 

 

“O brother mine, O guiding flame, 

Together we serve, in God’s own name. 

I confront the tyrant, you the heart, 

Each our role, each our part.” 

 

IV. The Metaphysics of Companionship 

Not merely man, nor merely priest, 

Haroon bore the light that never ceased. 

A living archetype of unity, 

A mirror of God’s own infinity. 

 

Where law divides, he reconciles, 

Where fear corrodes, he sows the smiles. 

In every bond, in every kin, 

The subtle whisper of the Divine within. 
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“See not one path alone suffice, 

Justice and mercy pay the price. 

In brotherhood, the truth appears, 

And echoes through the span of years.” 

The Eternal Lesson 

So hear the tale of Musa and Haroon, 

A tale of night and shining noon. 

One confronts the storm, one holds the flame, 

Together they lift the world to God’s name. 

In every age, in every land, 

God sends a helper, hand in hand. 

A balance struck, a mercy shared, 

A heart prepared, a soul repaired. 

“O seeker, learn the sacred art: 

To stand with justice, to heal the heart. 

For he who guides alone may sway, 

But he who loves shall light the way. 
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Chapter 25 

Moses (Mūsā) – The Wisdom of Speech  

Al-ḥikmah Kalāmiyyah 

Adam → Seth (Shith) → Enosh (Anush) → Kenan 

(Qinan) → Mahalalel (Mahlalil) → Jared (Yarid) → Idris 

(Enoch) → Methuselah (Metushalakh) → Lamech → 

Noah (Nuh) → Shem (Sam) → Arphaxad (Arfakhshad) → 

Shelah (Shalikh) → Eber (Abar) → Peleg (Faleg) → Reu 
(Ragh) → Serug (Sarugh) → Nahor (Nakhor) → Terah 

(Azar) → Abraham (Ibrahim) → Isaac (Ishaq) → Jacob 

(Ya‘qub) → Levi → Kehath → Amram → Moses (Musa) 

The Coming of Moses 

Let’s unpack the arrival of Prophet Moses (Mūsā, peace be 

upon him) from political, social, socioeconomic, historical, 
and metaphysical perspectives, integrating insights from 
religious texts, history, and spiritual philosophy.  

Historical Context 

Moses emerged in ancient Egypt, during a period of intense 
centralized power under the Pharaohs. Scholars and 
scriptural sources suggest: 

• Timeline: Traditional Islamic and biblical 
chronologies place Moses roughly between the 
13th–15th century BCE, though exact dating is 

debated. 

• Egyptian society: Highly stratified, with Pharaoh as 
absolute ruler. Society was divided into elites 
(scribes, military, and priesthood), artisans, and a 
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large enslaved population—particularly the 
Hebrews (Bani Isra’il). 

• Slavery: The Israelites faced harsh oppression, 
forced labor, and dehumanization under Pharaoh. 

This systemic injustice created a pressing social and 
moral crisis. 

• Implication: Moses’s mission arose in response to a 
historical need for liberation and justice. 

Political Reasons 

Moses’s prophetic mission had strong political dimensions: 

1. Oppression and tyranny: Pharaoh’s 

despotism left no room for fairness or 
human rights. Moses challenged an absolute 
ruler who equated himself with divine 

authority. 

2. Nation-building: His role was as a political 
liberator, guiding the Israelites from slavery 

toward autonomy. The Exodus was not only 
spiritual but a formative political event—

establishing the Israelites as a distinct 
nation. 

3. Law and governance: Moses was given 
Shariah (divine law) to govern the Israelites. 

This included justice, moral codes, and 
social ethics—laying the foundation for a 

political system rooted in divine guidance. 
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Social Reasons 

Social dynamics were equally critical: 

1. Social injustice: The Hebrews were marginalized, 

enslaved, and persecuted. Moses’s mission 
emphasized equity, dignity, and collective liberation. 

2. Community cohesion: Under oppression, 
communities fracture. Moses’s leadership reinforced 

unity and identity among the Israelites. 

3. Moral reform: Beyond social justice, Moses sought 
to cultivate righteousness, ethical behavior, and 

spiritual consciousness among people, emphasizing 
personal accountability in a corrupted society. 

Socioeconomic Reasons 

The socioeconomic situation also played a key role: 

1. Economic oppression: Slavery meant the Hebrews 

contributed labor to Egypt’s wealth but received no 
economic agency. Moses’s call was partly to restore 
economic autonomy. 

2. Resource redistribution: The guidance Moses 
brought included ethical conduct in trade, fair 
treatment of workers, and prohibitions against 

exploitation, which would stabilize the 
socioeconomic structure of the emerging Israelite 
society. 

3. Sustainability: By leading the people toward a self-
sufficient society, Moses addressed systemic 
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poverty and inequality, which were rooted in 
centuries of forced labor and social exploitation. 

Metaphysical and Spiritual Reasons 

From a spiritual perspective, the coming of Moses 
addresses deeper, universal metaphysical needs: 

1. Manifestation of divine speech: Moses is known as 
Kalim Allah (the one to whom God spoke directly). 

This emphasizes the primordial role of 
communication between God and humanity, guiding 

humans from ignorance to knowledge, injustice to 
justice. 

2. Human consciousness evolution: The oppression and 
moral decay among the Israelites and Egyptians 

reflected a spiritual crisis. Moses’s mission was to 
elevate moral and spiritual awareness, turning people 

from material attachment and tyranny toward God-
consciousness. 

3. Cosmic justice: In Islamic metaphysics, the suffering 

of the oppressed cannot be overlooked. Moses’s 
prophetic role was part of the divine plan to restore 
balance (adl) and uphold cosmic law. 

4. Exemplary archetype: Moses embodies the archetype 

of the liberator and lawgiver, a model of patience, 
courage, and faith that transcends his era—addressing 

both individual and collective spiritual awakening. 

Integration: Why Moses Had to Come 

The Resonance of Divine Speech 
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The wisdom entrusted to Moses is the wisdom of voice and 
utterance. In him, the disclosure of divine speech becomes 

most vivid, for he is named Kalim Allāh — the one to 
whom God spoke directly. Yet speech is more than 

articulated words; it is the unveiling of meaning through 
vibration, presence, and form. To hear the voice of God is 
to be addressed by existence itself. 

Moses’ revelation holds a profound paradox: the Uncreated 

communicates through created sound. The eternal reality is 
clothed in fleeting tones, so that what passes through the 

ear delivers a message beyond letters or syllables. Moses 
stands as the channel of this paradox — at once the hearer 
of the divine voice and the vessel of its command. 
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Moses (Mūsā) – The Wisdom of Speech (al-ḥikmah al-

kalāmiyyah) 

The Voice of Divine Dialogue 

The wisdom of Moses is the wisdom of kalām—speech, 
discourse, and dialogue. Among the prophets, he alone is 
given the title Kalim Allāh, the one to whom God spoke 

directly. Through him, divine speech manifests most 
openly, revealing both its majesty and its intimacy. But 

speech here is not to be confined to mere sound or tongue. 
For Ibn ʿArabī, speech is the very unfolding of meaning 
into form. It is the self-disclosure of Being, the way the 

hidden becomes manifest. 

Moses embodies this wisdom because his story is woven 
with dialogue at every turn: his supplication at Sinai, his 

contest with Pharaoh, his pleading for his people, and his 
reception of the Law. He is the prophet of encounter, the 
locus where divine address, human response, command, 

and confrontation all converge. 

Speech as Unfolding 

Speech mirrors existence. Just as being emerges from the 
hidden into the manifest, speech proceeds from inner intent 

into outward sound. In this sense, divine speech is the 
prototype of all becoming. Creation itself is founded on the 
primordial word “Be!” (kun). Each created thing is but a 

syllable of that everlasting utterance. 

Within this mystery, Moses becomes the central figure. His 
story is bound to the theme of voice and word: his hesitant 

tongue, his dialogues with Pharaoh, his prayers on Sinai, 
his conversations with his people, and above all, his 

reception of the inscribed command. His difficulty in 
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speech itself becomes a symbol — that true utterance 
depends not on elegance, but on truth. 

The Meaning of the Stammer 

Moses’s impediment in speech is not a flaw but a wisdom. 
Genuine speech does not rely on flawless diction, but on 
the depth of what it conveys. The stammer is a sign that 

speech both reveals and conceals. For when God spoke to 
Moses on Sinai, it was not sound carried by air but a direct 

encounter. Human language — whether fluent or halting — 
is incapable of containing divine reality. 

Law as Spoken Address 

From Moses also flows the wisdom of sacred law 
(sharīʿ ah). Speech gives instruction; instruction crystallizes 

into law. What was given to his people as words on stone 
began first as words addressed directly: a call — “O you 

who believe” — summoning the listener into relation. 

Moses’ mission cannot be separated from this dimension of 
address. His prophetic role is rooted in dialogue: he hears, 

he transmits, he pleads, he debates, he answers. He is the 
prophet of encounter — where the relation between Creator 
and servant is voiced aloud. 

The Burning Bush 

The vision of the Burning Bush is the quintessential 

emblem of this wisdom. A fire that does not consume, a 
tree that remains unburnt, a voice without tongue — these 

are signs of the secret of divine speech. God manifests 
through created forms yet remains beyond them. The bush 
is not God, but God is present in it. The voice is not carried 
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by sound, yet Moses hears it. Here, speech appears in its 
purest form: disclosure without medium. 

Sound as Veil 

As Ibn ʿArabī reminds, one must not confine divine speech 
within human categories. It is not merely sound, nor letters, 
nor language — though it assumes these forms for our 

sake. Just as creation veils the Real even as it reveals Him, 
so too does sound veil meaning while allowing us to 

glimpse it. To truly hear divine speech is to pass through 
the veil of audibility and perceive the Reality that clothes 
itself in sound. 

Confrontation with Pharaoh 

This wisdom also unfolds in the encounter with Pharaoh. 

Moses’ words are hesitant, yet they bear the weight of 
truth. Pharaoh’s words are polished, yet empty of 

substance. The secret becomes clear: the strength of speech 
lies not in its form, but in its harmony with the Real. A 
faltering tongue aligned with truth outweighs eloquence 

rooted in falsehood. 

The Wisdom of Dialogue 

Thus, the wisdom of Moses is the wisdom of voice, 
dialogue, and command. It is the realization that all of 

existence is God’s speech expressed outwardly, and that 
prophets are those who most fully hear and respond. 

Through Moses, we learn that divine speech is not bound to 
clarity, language, or eloquence. It is the presence of the 
Real, addressing the servant directly. 

The world itself becomes a dialogue between the hidden 

and the manifest. Every being is a word, every occurrence a 
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phrase, every command a law, every supplication a 
response. Existence itself is woven with speech, and Moses 

is the prophet who teaches humanity how to listen. 

Pharaoh and the Power of Word 

Moses’ dialogue with Pharaoh shows the contrast between 
speech aligned with truth and speech emptied of reality. 

Moses’ words may have faltered in delivery, but they 
carried divine authority. Pharaohs were eloquent, yet 

hollow. For Ibn ʿArabī, even Pharaoh’s denial was not 
outside the divine discourse—it too was part of the 
unfolding of Being’s speech. Falsehood itself has a place in 

the conversation of existence, for nothing escapes the 
divine Word. 

Moses’ own intensity also reflects this wisdom. His striking 

of the Egyptian, his breaking of the Tablets—these reveal 
the jalāl (majesty, severity) of divine speech. Yet the law he 
bore was also raḥma (mercy), giving guidance, order, and 

structure to life. Thus in Moses’ mission, divine speech 
discloses both mercy and majesty. 

The Torah and the Qurʾ ān 

Every scripture is a crystallization of God’s speech for its 

time and people. The Torah given to Moses anticipates the 
Qurʾān, the final universal address. Yet no single revelation 
can exhaust the infinite speech of God. Each is a facet, a 

bezel reflecting the one jewel. The Qurʾān, though final, is 
still only a veil through which divine discourse reaches 

creation. Existence itself continues to echo God’s endless 
words, written in the language of events, forms, and souls. 
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Inner Hearing and the Speech of Existence 

The wisdom of Moses calls not only for listening with the 
ear of the body, but with the ear of the heart. Just as Moses 

heard God’s voice in fire, seekers must hear God in the 
burning signs of the world and within their own souls. 

Every creature, every event, every sound is a letter in the 
divine sentence, if one has ears to perceive. 

For Ibn ʿArabī, existence itself is God speaking Himself to 

Himself, with creatures as the words of this eternal 
discourse. To follow Moses is to awaken to this ongoing 
dialogue, to realize that one is already addressed, already 

inside the conversation of Being. 

Closing Reflection 

The Bezel of Moses is the wisdom of speech. It reveals that 
all creation is divine discourse, that prophets are those who 

hear most deeply, and that law, guidance, confrontation, 
and mercy all flow from God’s address. Through Moses, 
we learn that speech is both manifestation and veil, both 

clarity and concealment. 

The world is a dialogue between the Hidden and the 
Manifest. Every being is a word, every law a command, 

every prayer a response. Moses teaches us to recognize this 
speech, to hear beyond sound, and to surrender to the Voice 
that forever addresses creation. 
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The Tongue of Sinai 

 

Upon the mount, the fire burned, yet green remained the 
tree, 

A voice without a tongue was heard, beyond all sound to 

be. 

“O Moses, servant, hear My call—no veil can silence Me, 

The word you bear is not your own, but truth’s eternity.” 
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The stammer in his mortal tongue became a hidden sign, 

That speech is not in syllables, but meaning made divine. 

For faltering words may crack and break, yet Real Speech 

will align, 

The hollow tongue of Pharaoh falls, but truth will still 
incline. 

 

Creation is the echo vast of one eternal word, 

Each stone, each star, each breath of wind, repeats what 

once was heard. 

The cosmos sings “Be!” in its course, though none may see 
the chord, 

For Being speaks within itself, and all things are the Word. 

 

The Tablets bore the written Law, engraved in holy flame, 

Commands that carved the heart of man, yet Mercy was 

their aim. 

Though wrath may strike, and Tablets break, the Law is 
still the same, 

A speech of majesty and grace, one Voice with many 

names. 
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O seeker, if you long to hear the Voice that Moses knew, 

Do not confine it to the air, nor bind it to the few. 

Each soul, each moment, whispers back, creation speaks to 

you— 

Attend with heart, and you shall find the Infinite come 
through. 

 

Thus Moses is the tongue of fire, the stammer turned to 

light, 

The prophet of the dialogue, where day converses night. 
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Chapter 26 

Elisha 

The Wisdom of Continuity in the Word of Elisha (Al-

Yasaʾ) 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 
→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 
Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 

Serug → Nahor → Terah → Abraham → Isaac → Jacob 
(Israel) → Joseph → Ephraim → Nun → Joshua → Elisha 

(al-Yasaʿ) 

The coming of Prophet Elisha  

Occurred in a time when Israel was gripped by moral 
decay, political instability, and social upheaval. The sacred 

covenant with God had been obscured beneath layers of 
corruption, and kings often favored worldly alliances over 
divine guidance. Idolatry flourished, and social injustices 

eroded the cohesion of the community. In such a climate, 
the spiritual, political, and social fabric of the nation 

required the steadying hand of divine intervention. 

Elisha’s mission was, therefore, both a continuation and an 
amplification of the work of his predecessor, Elijah (Ilyās, 
peace be upon him). He did not merely inherit a historical 

office but became the living flame of divine remembrance 
(nāran dhikran ilāhī), manifesting God’s presence within 

the unfolding events of human society. As a river remains 
faithful to its course despite storms, so too does the Word 
of God flow through Elisha, sustaining life, guiding rulers, 

uplifting the marginalized, and awakening hearts to 
certainty (yaqīn). 
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Political and Social Necessity 

Israel faced threats from neighboring powers, internal 
disunity, and weak leadership. In such conditions, prophetic 

guidance was essential to safeguard justice and moral 
order. Elisha intervened in critical moments, legitimizing 

righteous governance while warning rulers against 
corruption and tyranny. 

Through miracles such as purifying waters, multiplying 

resources, and restoring fertility to desolate lands, Elisha 
demonstrated that political authority derives its legitimacy 
from adherence to divine law. William Chittick notes that 

Elisha’s actions embody the principle that “spiritual order 
precedes political order,” illustrating that rulers who ignore 

the divine law unwittingly become instruments of their own 
downfall, while those guided by prophetic wisdom sustain 
both kingdom and community. 

Socioeconomic Necessity 

The society of Israel was fractured: famine, inequality, and 

marginalization created a landscape of suffering. Elisha’s 
miracles addressed these socioeconomic crises directly, 

affirming that divine care encompasses both spiritual and 
material dimensions. 

Multiplying the oil for a widow, feeding the hungry, and 
restoring the life of the Shunammite woman’s child were 

acts that transcended mere wonder—they were signs of 
divine justice and mercy. Chittick emphasizes that these 

events reveal the hidden, sustaining hand of God moving 
through ordinary life: mercy is the axis upon which social 
harmony turns, and equitable provision is inseparable from 

spiritual wisdom. By uplifting the powerless and 
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admonishing the exploiters, Elisha restored trust, hope, and 
moral equilibrium within society. 

Metaphysical and Spiritual Wisdom 

Elisha’s station is luminous in its metaphysical 
significance. His miracles are not ends in themselves but 
tajallī, manifestations of divine Power (qudra) in the 

temporal world. The multiplicity of his signs mirrors the 
diversity of creation, yet the unity of their source points 

unmistakably to the Oneness underlying all existence. 

To the seeker of truth, Elisha’s life teaches patience amidst 
desolation, reliance on God amidst scarcity, and 
discernment between superficial authority and divine 

guidance. Just as he followed the footsteps of Elijah, the 
soul must trace the path of divine reality through the 

successive layers of existence. In this continuity lies the 
secret of certainty: spiritual awakening arises not in 
isolation, but in alignment with the eternal flow of God’s 

wisdom. 

Integration of Chittick’s Commentary 

William Chittick observes that Elisha exemplifies the 
prophetic role as both spiritual guide and social reformer. 

The balance of miracles, ethical counsel, and 
compassionate intervention reveals a principle central to 
Ibn Arabi’s thought: prophecy is the locus where divine 

love, justice, and power converge. Elisha’s life 
demonstrates that the fulfillment of divine wisdom 

(ḥikmah) is holistic—it encompasses governance, societal 
care, and the awakening of human consciousness to the 
divine reality. Miracles, in this sense, are not just signs to 

be witnessed, but conduits that illuminate the unity of 
creation and the omnipresence of God in human affairs. 
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To know Elisha is to understand that the chain of prophecy 
is not a succession of historical events but a living, 

luminous reality, eternally present, guiding creation toward 
the realization of Oneness. Every act, visible or hidden, 

reflects the eternal order, and in following his trace, one 
ascends from multiplicity to unity, where God alone is the 
True Sustainer. 

The Flame of Continuity 
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Beneath the sky where kings grew blind, 

And hearts in shadow could not find, 

The path of God through law or time, 

There rose a flame, eternal, prime. 

 

Elisha walked where waters wept, 

And fields in famine silence slept. 

The widow’s jar, the child restored, 

All spoke of Him, the living Word. 

 

Not sword, nor throne, nor crown, nor gold, 

Could hold the power his signs unfold. 

The rivers cleansed, the oil did pour, 

Divine authority from shore to shore. 

 

In every act, a hidden vein, 

Through mortal toil, the One’s domain. 

The weak uplifted, justice sown, 
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The soul awakened, mercy shown. 

 

He followed the footsteps of the fire, 

Elijah’s flame, the heart’s desire. 

Yet not as echo, but as stream, 

Flowing through life, a sacred dream. 

 

O seeker, mark the path he traced, 

In trials, patience, never misplaced. 

The veil of time cannot conceal, 

The One in whom all signs reveal. 

 

Miracles are but windows bright, 

To the eternal, hidden light. 

Political, social, heart, and mind, 

All threads of the tapestry aligned. 

 

From multiplicity to unity’s sea, 



Sam Mohsin 

563 

The soul ascends, the spirit free. 

Elisha’s word, a living flame, 

Forever whispers God’s true name. 
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Chapter 27 

The Wisdom of Singularity and Completion in the 

Word of Muhammad  

Al-Ḥikmah al-Fardiyyah al-Tamāmiyyah fī Kalimah 
Muḥammadiyyah 

Adam → Seth → Enosh → Kenan → Mahalalel → Jared 
→ Idris (Enoch) → Methuselah → Lamech → Noah → 

Shem → Arphaxad → Shelah → Eber → Peleg → Reu → 
Serug → Nahor → Terah → Ibrahim (Abraham) → Ismaʿil 

(Ishmael) → Adnan → … → Maʿadd → Nizar → Mudar 
→ Ilyas → Mudrikah (ʿAmir) → Khuzaimah → Kinānah 
→ An-Nadr (Quraysh) → Mālik → Fihr → Ghalib → 

Luʾayy → Kaʿb → Murrah → Kilāb → Qusayy → ʿAbd 
Manāf → Hāshim → ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib (Shaybah) → 

ʿAbdullāh → Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم (PBUH) 

The Muhammadan Reality-   Context for the Coming of 
the Prophet 

By the dawn of the seventh century, the world stood at a 

crossroads.  

Politically, two great empires—the Byzantine, Christian, 
Hellenized, imperial and bureaucratic; and the Sassanian, 

Zoroastrian, autocratic and materialistic—were in fields of 
decay. Centuries of war, economic overextension, and 
spiritual exhaustion had hollowed their ability to provide 

moral leadership. Into this fissured global order came the 
need for a new unified vision—one not based on mere 

territorial power, but on Divine Law (Sharīʿ ah) and 
universal justice (ʿʿAdl). 
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Arabia, politically fragmented yet consciously independent 
of either empire, occupied a unique intermediary position—

geographically between the East and West, culturally 
between decadence and purity. As neutral ground, it 

remained unconquered by these decaying superpowers. In 
that liminal space, a new civilization could emerge—one 
not inheriting imperial corruption, but offering renewal. 

Society itself was breaking down. In pre-Islamic Arabia 

(al-Jāhiliyya), moral norms had eroded: endless tribal 
warfare, female infanticide, pervasive slavery, corruption 

of religion (idolatry supplanting Abrahamic monotheism), 
and pride of lineage without justice. Economically, trade 
flourished along routes such as Yemen-Syria under the 

dominance of the Quraysh elite, while the poor and 
oppressed had no voice or recourse. The arrival of Prophet 

Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم addressed this imbalance: through zakāh, 
charity, trade ethics, and a rediscovery of moral economy, 

the socioeconomic order was rebalanced so wealth would 
not circulate only among the rich. 

Historically and metaphysically, the mission of 
Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم represented both a fulfillment and a renewal. 

In the Abrahamic continuum—through Adam, Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, Jesus—there had been a progressive 

revelation, law, spirit, prophethood. Jews preserved the 
Law but lost universality, Christians preserved the spirit but 
not the Law, Arabs preserved the central Kaʿbah but lost 

monotheism. Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم’s coming restored tawḥīd 
(Unity) in law and spirit. After centuries of prophetic 

silence, philosophies and sects had multiplied, the Qur’an 
affirms: 

“He it is Who sent His Messenger with guidance and the 

religion of truth to make it prevail over all religion.” 
(Qur’an 9:33) 
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On a deeper metaphysical level, Sufi metaphysics holds 
that the Nūr Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلمī (the Light of Muhammad) was 

the first creation; his earthly appearance is an unveiling of a 
primordial reality—a Logos bridging the Infinite and finite. 

Humanity, through reason (‘aql), reflection, and spiritual 
aspiration, had matured enough to receive a final, universal 
revelation. The notion of tajdīd (renewal) suggests that 

every age decays; the advent of Prophet Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم 
renews cosmic harmony between the Divine and creation. 

Thus, his mission was: 

• Politically: to dissolve the crumbling duality of 
empires and replace it with unity under Divine Law, 

• Socioeconomically: to restore justice, dignity, and 
balance, 

• Historically: to fulfill and seal the Abrahamic 
prophetic tradition, 

• Metaphysically: to unveil the Muhammadan Reality 
and guide humanity toward knowledge of the One 

Reality (al-Ḥaqq). 

Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam and the Muhammadan Word 

One of Ibn ʿArabī’s most celebrated later works, Fuṣūṣ al-
Ḥikam (“The Bezels of Wisdom”), though physically 

modest, is dense with metaphysical and spiritual doctrine. 
Composed of 27 chapters (wisdoms or bezels), each 
corresponding to a Qur’anic prophet from Adam through 

Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, the work assigns to each prophet a distinct 
ḥikma—a wisdom, divine attribute, or mode. Ibn ʿArabī 

claims that much of this was revealed to him in vision, 
notably the Prophet Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم holding the book of 
Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam, commanding him to bring it forth for 

those who would benefit. 
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The final chapter—on Prophet Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم—holds 
special status: he is depicted as the Seal of prophethood, 

not merely in its external legal form but in its deepest 
spiritual fulfillment. In him, the wisdom of all prior 

prophets is unified, fully manifest—not as fragments but as 
a whole. Key themes include: 

1.  Seal and Culmination: Muḥammad is the external 

and internal seal, the one who completes the 
prophetic line. Earlier prophets embodied specific 
facets; he embodies their unity.  

2.  Muhammadan Reality (al-Ḥaqīqa al-Muḥammad 

 iyya): He is both a historical prophet and aصلى الله عليه وسلم
metaphysical station; a fountainhead of being 

through which divine names and attributes are 
disclosed. 

3.  Perfect Man (Insān al-Kāmil) and Mirror of the 

Names: As the ultimate exemplar, Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم 
reflects the Divine Names most fully; the cosmos 
mirrors them diffusely until polished by his being. 

4.  Law and Form: Shariah is not sidelined; rather, 

Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم’s exoteric law is the outer form of 
the prophetic function that finds its metaphysical 

and esoteric culmination in his being. 

5.  Spiritual Journey and Esoteric Realization: 
Following Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم means inner 

transformation: purification, witnessing (muʿāyana), 
unveiling (kashf), and love—not mere external 
conformity. 
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6.  Unity and Diversity: He manifests unity without 
erasing diversity; all prophetic wisdoms converge in 

him yet preserve their distinct modes. 

7.  Temporal and Eternal: Though his life was in time 
and space, his influence transcends linear 

temporality; his essence is primordial and continues 
in the spiritual realm. 

8.  Light, Word, Form: Imagery associated with light 

(nūr), Word (kalima), and Form (ṣūra) intensifies 
his role as both message and medium of Divine 
Reality. 

William C. Chittick’s Perspective 

William C. Chittick, a leading contemporary scholar on Ibn 

ʿArabī, offers interpretive tools that illuminate this chapter 
(and Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam as a whole), stressing how the 

Muhammadan chapter operates both as culmination and as 
key to understanding Ibn ʿArabī’s prophetology. 

• Fuṣūṣ as Quintessence 

Chittick emphasizes that Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam is often regarded 

as the “quintessence” of Ibn ʿArabī’s vast output. Though 
brief, it encapsulates the essential structure of his teachings: 
the prophets as stations of divine disclosure, and 

Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم as the perfect station where all prior 
wisdoms converge.   

• Naqsh al-Fuṣūṣ and Summaries 

Chittick draws attention to Ibn ʿArabī’s own summary, 

Naqsh al-Fuṣūṣ (“Imprint/Pattern of the Fuṣūṣ”), in which 
the core teachings are distilled 
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• Chapter Headings and Tradition of Commentary 

In his study, “The Chapter Headings of the Fuṣūṣ,” Chittick 
analyses how four major early commentators—Ṣadr al-Dīn 

al-Qūnawī, Mu’ayyid al-Dīn al-Jandī, ʿAbd al-Razzāq al-
Kāshānī, and Dāwūd al-Qaysarī—understood the headings 

of each wisdom. This sheds light on how Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم’s 
chapter has been read historically: not merely as an 

addendum, but as a capstone that reveals the structure by 
which divine attributes, law, form, and spiritual realization 
cohere.   

• Balanced Vision: Immanence and Transcendence 

One of Chittick’s recurring themes is that the 

Muhammadan chapter reveals both transcendence (God 
beyond) and immanence (God present in all things). The 

Prophet opens both “eyes of the heart”: the intellectual 
(perceiving unity and necessity) and the imaginative 
(perceiving manifestation, presence, love). This balanced 

vision is central to his prophetology.   

• Perfect Man / Mire of Names 

Chittick affirms Ibn ʿArabī’s doctrine of Insān al-Kāmil 
through the Muhammadan chapter: that Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم is 

the “mirror” of all divine names. In his view, this is more 
than metaphor; it articulates a spiritual ontology: through 

Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, the divine attributes are reflected in creation 
in fullness.   

• Practical Implications 

For Chittick, the Muhammadan chapter is not only 

doctrinal or speculative: it has spiritual and ethical 
consequences. It calls believers to assimilate Muḥammadan 
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wisdom: to cultivate the inner states, to pursue witnessing, 
to see through symbolic forms into their divine realities. 

This is not optional ornamentation—it is essential to the 
path.   

Synthesis: The Muhammadan Section in Full Light 

Putting together the political, socioeconomic, historical, 

metaphysical, and Sufi-prophetic contexts, and reading 
them with Chittick’s interpretive tools, one sees that the 

chapter on Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم in Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam is not 
peripheral, but central—indeed the axis upon which the 
entire prophetic wisdom turns. 

•  Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم’s station is both culmination and 

origin: He seals the chain of prophets and embodies 
the primordial Light; all prophetic forms find 

unanimous purpose in him. 

•  His example integrates the outward (law, society, 
politics) and the inward (spiritual states, knowledge, 

witnessing). 

•  His reality provides the model of the Perfect Man, 
reflecting the Divine Names, revealing how unity 
preserves diversity. 

•  For the believer, adherence to him implicates not only 
following his external law but seeking those inner 
unveilings, tasting that inner reality, living Islam in its 

totality—heart, intellect, and imagination. 
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The Metaphysical and Ontological Meaning of the 

Prophet’s Wars — Victories and Defeats 

The Paradox of Prophetic War 

From the perspective of sacred history, the Prophet 
Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم waged only a handful of battles—
none for conquest or domination, but to safeguard 

the freedom of truth in a world collapsing under 
moral decay. Yet from the metaphysical eye, these 

were not political episodes but ontological dramas: 
the eternal struggle between the Real (al-Ḥaqq) and 
illusion (al-bāṭil), between unity and fragmentation, 

between light and shadow in the theater of 
existence. 

Within this cosmic framework, both victory and 

defeat emerge as complementary poles in the 
unfolding of divine wisdom. The Prophet’s life 
reveals not the triumph of the ego, but the perfect 

balance of the Divine Names—al-Qahhār (The 
Subduer) and al-Raḥmān (The Compassionate), al-

ʿAdl (The Just) and al-Ḥalīm (The Forbearing). 

The Victories — Manifestations of Divine Unity 

The early battles—Badr, Khandaq, Khaybar, Hunayn, and 
the Conquest of Mecca—each unveil the principle that 

oneness transcends multiplicity. 

1. Badr — The Triumph of Unity over Multiplicity 

At Badr, 313 believers faced a thousand opponents. The 
Qur’an presents this as a divine miracle: 
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“It was not you who slew them, but Allah slew them; and it 
was not you who threw, when you threw, but Allah threw.”   

— Qur’an 8:17 

Metaphysically, Badr manifests the Divine Name al-
Qawiyy (The All-Strong) through the Prophet’s body. The 

few became the locus of divine power. Humans will be 
aligned perfectly with the cosmic Will; thus, the finite 
mirrors the Infinite. 

2. Khandaq (The Trench) — The Power of Stillness 

When ten thousand confederate forces besieged Medina, 
the Muslims dug a trench—an act of defensive stillness that 
corresponds to the Name as-Ṣabūr (The Patient). There was 

little combat; victory came through endurance, as 
multiplicity exhausted itself before unity’s steadfast 

silence. The trench became a symbol of the barzakh—the 
metaphysical barrier between chaos and divine order. 

3. Khaybar and Hunayn — The Balance of Strength and 
Purity 

At Khaybar, fortified strongholds fell to a smaller Muslim 
force—signifying sincerity’s triumph over fortification, the 
inner sword over outer walls. At Hunayn, however, the 

Muslims briefly faltered when pride in numbers eclipsed 
unity. The Qur’an reminds: 

“On the day of Hunayn, when your great numbers made 

you proud, but they availed you nothing.”— Qur’an 9:25 

Here, the metaphysical lesson is unmistakable: when unity 
yields to self-reliance, multiplicity reasserts itself. Victory 
arises not from numbers, but from the annihilation of the 

ego. 
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Across nearly all of the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم major battles, 
historical records reveal a striking imbalance—smaller 

Muslim forces prevailing over far larger enemies. Yet the 
Qur’an explains this disproportion not as chance but as 

metaphysical law: 

“How many a small company has overcome a large 
company by the permission of Allah. And Allah is with the 

steadfast.”— Qur’an 2:249 

This “permission of Allah” (bi-idhni Allāh) signifies that 
victory is not mechanical but ontological—dependent on 
alignment with divine Will. 

The Defeats — Manifestations of Divine Balance 

Outwardly, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and his companions faced 
setbacks—at Uhud, at the truce of Ḥudaybiyyah, and 
briefly at Hunayn. Yet inwardly, these were not failures but 

unveilings of divine Names that could manifest only 
through apparent loss. 

1. Uhud — The Ontology of Loss 

At Uhud, the Muslims (about 700) faced 3,000 Quraysh. 

Their early advantage was reversed when some archers 
disobeyed the Prophet’s command, pursuing worldly gain. 

The Qur’an unveils the deeper cause: 

“When you lost courage and fell to disputing about the 
command and disobeyed after He had shown you that 
which you love—among you are some who desire this 

world and among you are some who desire the 
Hereafter.”— Qur’an 3:152 
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The defeat emerged from the fragmentation of intention 
(niyyah). When multiplicity entered the heart, unity was 

veiled. Uhud thus became a manifestation of the Name al-
ʿAdl (The Just), balancing the confidence born of Badr. 

Even in wounding, the Prophet’s essence remained 
victorious: 

“Do not weaken or grieve; you shall be superior if you are 
believers.” — Qur’an 3:139 

The ontological truth: form may perish, but essence 
prevails. Being is never defeated by non-being. 

2. Ḥudaybiyyah — The Defeat that Opened the Cosmos 

At Ḥudaybiyyah (628 CE), the Prophet was barred from 
entering Mecca and compelled into what seemed a 

humiliating treaty. His companions saw loss; the Qur’an 
proclaimed victory: 

“Indeed, We have granted you a clear Opening (fatḥan 

mubīnan).” — Qur’an 48:1 

The word fatḥ means both victory and unveiling. What 
appeared as a concession was, in truth, an ontological 

opening—the expansion of the Muhammadan Reality into 
the heart of its adversaries. Within two years, Mecca 
surrendered without bloodshed. 

Here, the Divine Name al-Ḥalīm (The Forbearing) revealed 

itself—showing that restraint and patience are higher 
manifestations of power. The Real triumphs not only 

through might, but through mercy. 

3. Hunayn — The Ontology of Purification 
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The temporary retreat at Hunayn purified the Muslims from 
pride born of Mecca’s conquest. Once humility returned, so 

did divine aid. Apparent defeat functioned as catharsis—a 
descent (hubūṭ) necessary for spiritual ascent (miʿ rāj). 

Why the Chosen Prophet Experienced Defeat 

How can the locus of pure consciousness experience 

apparent loss? 

1. Because the Prophet Mirrors All Divine Names 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم manifests the totality of Divine Names. 
Some—al-Qahhār, al-ʿAzīz—appear in victory; others—al-

Ṣabūr, al-Ḥalīm, al-ʿAfūw—require patience and defeat. 
His occasional losses thus complete, rather than contradict, 

divine manifestation. 

2. Because Ontological Perfection Encompasses All States 

In Ibn ʿArabī’s doctrine of Insān al-Kāmil (the Perfect 
Man), perfection means encompassing all opposites. 
Victory and loss, joy and sorrow, majesty and humility—all 

are embraced without distortion. The Prophet’s 
consciousness was vast enough to contain every polarity 

within divine unity. 

3. Because Defeat Reveals the Illusion of Separate Power 

In the pedagogy of Being, defeat teaches what victory 
cannot: that all power belongs only to the Real. 

• At Badr, they learned divine assistance. 

• At Uhud, divine justice.                                 

• At Ḥudaybiyyah, divine patience.            

• At Hunayn, divine humility. 
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Even in loss, the Muhammadan Reality remained 
victorious, for Being cannot be defeated. 

The Ontological Unity of Victory and Defeat 

From the highest metaphysical vision, victory and defeat 
are two faces of one Reality—each a movement in the 
unfolding of divine wisdom. 

Aspect Victory Defeat 

Divine 

Name 

al-ʿAzīz (The 

Mighty), an-
Nāṣir (The 
Helper) 

al-Ṣabūr (The Patient), 

al-Ḥalīm (The 
Forbearing) 

Function Manifestation of 

power 

Manifestation of 

wisdom 

Human 
State 

Gratitude and 
humility 

Repentance and 
surrender 

Ontological 

Lesson 

Unity over 

multiplicity 

Purification from 

illusion 

End Result Expansion of 
being 

Deepening of 
consciousness 

The Prophet’s defeats were not negations but 
completions—the valleys that make the peaks intelligible. 

The Ontological Meaning of Defeat in the Prophet’s 

Wars 

In the prophetic vision, victory and defeat are not opposites 
but complementary expressions of one divine rhythm — 

the pulsation of Being itself. The Prophet Muhammad’s صلى الله عليه وسلم 
earthly battles were never about domination or worldly 
triumph; they were the outer reflections of an inner 

cosmology, where consciousness learns, expands, 
contracts, and realigns with its Source. Every defeat served 
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as a mirror — not of divine absence, but of human 
limitation and the need for humility. Just as light requires 

shadow to reveal its depth, divine wisdom manifests 
through both conquest and loss, each sustaining the 

equilibrium and balance of creation. 

Defeat, therefore, was not a divine withdrawal but a 
recalibration — an ontological correction ensuring that 
victory would not intoxicate the ego or veil the Real (al-

Ḥaqq). When the archers of Uhud abandoned their posts, 
the outward loss simply revealed an inward dispersion of 

awareness. Through such moments, the community was 
purified, its consciousness refined, its dependence on God 
renewed. Thus, defeat functioned as divine pedagogy — a 

descent that prepares ascent, a contraction that precedes 
expansion, a night through which dawn becomes possible. 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, as the Insān al-Kāmil (Perfect Human), 

embodied this universal balance. His victories were the 
outward mercy of God’s generosity; his defeats were the 

inward wisdom of divine purification. Each event, 
luminous or dark, upheld the geometry of tawḥīd — the 
unity behind all opposites. The true battlefield, Ibn ʿArabī 

reminds us, was never the external plain but the interior 
realm of consciousness, where remembrance conquers 

forgetfulness and surrender overcomes the self. 

Ultimately, in the cosmic design of prophecy, defeat was 
victory turned inward — the victory of the soul over 
illusion. It guarded the sanctity of the mission from pride 

and reminded humanity that divine truth transcends all 
outcomes. In the breathing rhythm of creation — expansion 

and contraction, mercy and majesty — defeat became the 
hidden face of victory, the silent wisdom through which 
God rebalanced the world and deepened the light within the 

hearts of the believers. 
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Every prophetic war expresses two dimensions of divine 
action: 

• Victory (Fatḥ) — Manifestation of Divine Mercy 

(Raḥmah) and outward justice. 
• Defeat (Inḥizām) — Manifestation of Divine 

Purification (Tazkiyah) and inward truth. 

 

War as Ontological Theater 

The Prophet’s wars were the outward expression of an 
inner and cosmic jihad—the eternal striving of Being to 
know Itself through the veil of multiplicity. 

• Every victory disclosed Unity. 

• Every defeat disclosed Balance. 

• Every truce disclosed Mercy. 

Through these events, the Muhammadan Reality unfolded 
in time what is eternal in essence—the perpetual fath 

(unveiling) of the One through the many: 

“That He may make manifest the truth of the Real (al-
Ḥaqq) by His words, and cut off the root of those who 
deny.” — Qur’an 8:7 

Thus, the Prophet’s victories and defeats are not military 
chronicles but ontological symphonies—movements of 
divine self-disclosure across the landscape of history. 

 

Event Type Outer Meaning
Inner / Metaphysical 

Meaning
Ontological Function

Victory
Triumph of faith and 

justice
Expansion of divine mercy Externalization of divine truth

Defeat
Temporary setback or 

loss

Purification of ego; rebalancing 

of consciousness
Internalization of divine wisdom
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The Balance of the Muhammadan Reality 

Taken together, the Prophet’s battles form a spiritual 
map—a cosmic curriculum of consciousness. 

 

Each stage corresponds not merely to a moment in history 
but to a station (maqām) in the ascent of consciousness. 

Below is the summary of all battles and treaties, 
irrespective of the outcome. 

 

Stage Historical Event Inner State Ontological Function

Badr First great victory Faith and certainty Affirmation of divine assistance

Uhud Apparent loss Reflection and repentance Manifestation of divine justice

Khandaq Defensive stillness Patience Preservation of divine order

Ḥudaybiyyah Humiliating truce Surrender Manifestation of divine wisdom

Khaybar
Conquest of 

strongholds
Courage Penetration of inner veils

Hunayn Retreat and recovery Purification Dissolution of pride

Fatḥ Makkah Bloodless conquest Mercy Theophany of divine unity

#
Battle / 

Treaty
Date (CE / AH)

Approx. Muslim 

force

Approx. Opposing 

force
Outcome

1 Badr
624 CE / Ramadan 2 

AH
~313 ~900–1,000 Quraysh Decisive Muslim victory

2 Uhud
625 CE / Shawwāl 3 

AH
~700 ~3,000 Quraysh + allies

Setback / tactical defeat for 

Muslims, strategic recovery 

later

3

Hamra al-

Asad 

(pursuit after 

Uhud)

625 CE / 3 AH
~700–1,000 

(survivors)

~3,000 Quraysh forces 

in field

Muslim tactical victory 

(prevented further Quraysh 

incursion)

4

Banu 

Qaynuqaʼ 

(siege / 

expulsion, 

Medina)

624 CE / 2 AH

~Medinan garrison 

(several 

hundred–thousands 

in city defense)

Banu Qaynuqaʼ tribe in 

Medina (several 

hundred)

Tribe expelled / Muslims secure 

Medina- a victory

5
Banu Nadir 

(expulsion)
625 CE / 4 AH

Muslim force from 

Medina (several 

hundreds)

Banu Nadir tribe (fortified 

settlements)

Expulsion of tribe from Medina- 

a victory

6

Banu 

Qurayẓa 

(siege)

627 CE / Dhū al-

Qaʿdah 5 AH

~3,000 (Medinan 

defenders / 

journeyman figure 

given by sources)

Banu Qurayẓa garrison 

~1,000 (fortified)

Muslim victory; siege and 

capitulation (severe penalties 

applied)

7

Al-Aḥzāb / 

The 

Confederate

s (Khandaq / 

Trench)

627 CE / 

Shawwāl–Dhū’l-

Qaʿdah 5 AH

~3,000 (Medina 

defenders)

~10,000 allied 

confederates (Quraysh + 

allies)

Siege failed; Muslim strategic 

victory (enemy dispersed)

8

Banu 

Mustaliq 

(campaign)

625 CE / 5 AH (some 

sources)

Several 

hundreds–1,000

Banu Mustaliq force 

(tribal)

Muslim victory; capture of 

prisoners

9 Khaybar 628 CE / 7 AH

~1,400–1,600 

(commonly 

1,400–1,500)

Fortified Jewish tribes of 

Khaybar (defensive 

strength significant; 

modern exaggerated 

claims vary widely)

Muslim victory — fortresses 

subdued

10

Treaty of al-

Ḥudaybiyyah 

(treaty / 

truce)

628 CE / Dhu’l-Qiʿdah 

6 AH

Muhammad’s pilgrim 

party ~1,400–1,500 

(accounts vary)

Quraysh negotiating 

envoys / Meccan forces

Treaty (appeared unfavorable 

to Muslims initially; resulted in 

major strategic gains later)

11

Conquest of 

Mecca (Fatḥ 

Makkah)

630 CE / Ramadan 8 

AH

~10,000–12,000 

(some sources 

~10k–12k)

Quraysh in Mecca 

(limited organized 

resistance)

Bloodless conquest — Muslim 

victory / entry into Mecca

12 Hunayn
630 CE / Shawwāl 8 

AH

~12,000 (including 

many new converts)

~20,000 Hawāzin and 

Thaqīf confederates 

(sources vary)

Initially Muslims routed, later 

rallied to decisive victory; 

many prisoners taken

13

Autas 

(Awtās) 

(campaign 

after 

Hunayn)

630 CE / 8 AH

Part of the Hunayn 

expedition (Muslim 

detachments; part of 

~12,000)

Tribal forces 

(Ta’if/Hawazin remnants)

Muslim victory in the pursuit / 

mopping up operations

14
Siege of 

Taʾif
630–631 CE / 8–9 AH

Muslim army 

(numbers vary; 

several thousands)

People of Taʾif (fortified 

city)

Siege unsuccessful in forcing 

immediate surrender; later Taʾif 

submitted after diplomatic 

pressure

15
Tabūk 

(expedition)
631 CE / Rajab 9 AH

~30,000 (classical 

sources cite a large 

expeditionary force)

Byzantine (Roman) 

frontier: no actual 

pitched battle — enemy 

forces withdrew / no 

encounter

Bloodless strategic expedition 

— Muslim display of force; 

victory  by deterrence

16

Minor raids / 

expeditions 

(ṣa῾yā / 

sarīyya)

623–631 CE / 2–9 AH

Typically 

dozens–few 

hundreds

Various tribal 

detachments

Mostly Muslim tactical victory / 

reconnaissance / punitive 

actions
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Conclusion — The Ontology of Prophetic War 

Throughout the military life of the Prophet Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, 

one observes a striking and recurring paradox: in nearly 

every battle that resulted in victory, his forces were 

significantly outnumbered.  

This pattern repeats itself across the prophetic campaigns: 

in almost every instance where the Muslim army was 

fewer, materially weaker, or apparently disadvantaged, the 

outcome bent in favor of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم. Conversely, when 

strategy alone was relied upon — as momentarily at 

Ḥunayn — initial setbacks occurred until spiritual 

composure was restored. 

Such a record cannot be reduced to mere tactics. It reflects 
a metaphysical law: victory arises from alignment with the 

Source of Power, not its external symbols. The Prophet’s 
wars were never wars of conquest, but of revelation — 

each one unveiling a facet of the Divine Name al-Naṣr (The 
Giver of Victory). 

Thus, the history of his battles becomes the mirror of a 
deeper truth: 

When consciousness is whole, numbers are irrelevant; 
when faith is fractured, even multitudes are powerless. 

His victories manifested divine power; his defeats unveiled 
divine wisdom. In both, the same Reality acted—the One 

manifesting through multiplicity. 
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As the Seal of Prophets and the axis of consciousness, the 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم neither “won” nor “lost” in any human sense. He 

manifested the totality of Being. Every battle, every wound, 
every truce was a movement in the cosmic dance of the 

Divine Names—a mirror through which the Infinite knew 
Itself through the finite. 

Thus, every sword-stroke at Badr, every wound at Uhud, 

and every delay at Ḥudaybiyyah was ontological, 
metaphysical, and necessary—so that Unity might be 
unveiled through the theater of multiplicity, and the Light 

of Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم might illuminate every plane of existence, 
from the battlefield to the boundless cosmos. 

Prophet Muhammad’s Marriages: A Synthesis of 

Social, Political, Metaphysical, and  

Ontological Dimensions                                                                                                                                            

Prophet Muhammad’s صلى الله عليه وسلم marriages were not ordinary 

human unions; they were multidimensional events that 
wove together social compassion, political wisdom, 
metaphysical symbolism, and ontological necessity. Each 

marriage fulfilled a purpose within the Prophet’s divine 
mission—addressing immediate human needs while 

simultaneously revealing deeper cosmic principles at work 
through his life. 
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Social Dimension: Compassion and Social Restoration 

The Prophet’s marriages often emerged from compassion 
rather than personal desire. They reflected his role as a 

restorer of social equilibrium: 

• Protection of the vulnerable: Many of his wives 
were widows or women left destitute by war. 

Through marriage, he provided them dignity, 
stability, and protection. 
Example: Zaynab bint Khuzayma, “Mother of the 

Poor,” embodied his commitment to social justice. 

Wife
Marriage 

Timeline

Tribal / Cultural 

Context
Social Reason Political Reason

Metaphysical / 

Spiritual Reason
Ontological Notes

Khadijah bint 

Khuwaylid

Before 

Prophethood
Quraysh, Mecca

Provided emotional & 

financial support; 

stable household

Elevated social status; 

connected with Meccan 

elite

First believer; model of 

unwavering faith

Anchored the initial 

manifestation of divine 

consciousness in human 

life

Sawda bint 

Zam’a

After Khadijah’s 

death
Quraysh, Mecca

Care for widows; 

social compassion

Maintained cohesion 

among early Muslims

Demonstrated patience, 

charity

Embodied mercy in 

domestic and communal 

life

Aisha bint 

Abu Bakr
After Hijra, Medina Quraysh, Mecca

Spiritual and 

intellectual guidance; 

Hadith transmitter

Strengthened bond with 

Abu Bakr, influential 

companion

Central source of 

prophetic knowledge; 

exemplified devotion

Enabled continuity of 

spiritual and ontological 

knowledge

Hafsa bint 

Umar
After Hijra, Medina Quraysh, Mecca

Moral support; 

caretaker of 

household

Bond with Umar ibn al-

Khattab; political 

alignment

Preserved Qur’anic 

knowledge; patience in 

trials

Exemplified divine 

preservation of revelation

Zaynab bint 

Khuzayma
After Hijra, Medina Quraysh, Mecca

Protection of widow; 

humanitarian aid
Limited political impact

Known as “Mother of the 

Poor”

Demonstrated 

embodiment of divine 

compassion in society

Umm 

Salama 

(Hind bint 

Abi Umayya)

After Hijra, Medina Quraysh, Mecca
Social care for widow 

& children

Strengthened ties with 

Quraysh tribe

Wisdom and spiritual 

guidance

Exemplified prophetic 

spiritual leadership

Zaynab bint 

Jahsh

After Zayd’s 

divorce

Quraysh / 

Adopted son 

context

Social legitimacy; 

family integration

Challenged pre-Islamic 

norms of adoption

Obedience to divine 

command; moral 

exemplar

Demonstrated prophetic 

enactment of divine law

Juwayriya 

bint al-Harith

After Banu 

Mustaliq campaign

Banu Mustaliq 

tribe

Protection of captive 

widow

Political alliance; tribal 

integration
Mercy, reconciliation

Showed transformation of 

societal norms via divine 

will

Umm Habiba 

(Ramlah bint 

Abi Sufyan)

During Abyssinian 

exile

Quraysh, Mecca / 

Ethiopia

Care for widow in 

exile

Alliance with Quraysh 

elite; eased political 

tensions

Perseverance & faith in 

adversity

Ontological bridge 

between exile and 

prophetic mission

Safiyya bint 

Huyayy

After Khaybar 

conquest

Jewish tribe, 

Khaybar

Protection & 

integration of widow

Political reconciliation 

with defeated tribe

Forgiveness, spiritual 

unity

Transcendence of tribal 

enmity through divine 

consciousness

Maymunah 

bint al-Harith
Last marriage

Quraysh / 

Medina tribe

Social integration; 

domestic hospitality

Strengthened tribal 

alliances

Symbol of faith, 

patience, acceptance

Completed prophetic 

relational universality

Maria al-

Qibtiyya

Gifted during 

Prophethood

Egypt / Coptic 

Christian

Social recognition; 

mother of Ibrahim

Diplomatic alliance with 

Egypt

Cross-cultural 

integration; spiritual 

motherhood

Expansion of prophetic 

consciousness beyond 

tribal boundaries
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• Community cohesion: Marriages served as a 
unifying force, binding scattered tribes and early 
believers into a moral fraternity. 
Example: Sawda bint Zam’a’s marriage helped 

sustain morale during early persecution. 

• Moral exemplars: Each wife reflected a virtue—
patience, generosity, wisdom, or resilience—
forming living models of Islamic ethics for the 
emerging ummah. 

Political Dimension: Diplomacy and the Architecture of 

Unity 

In the tribal context of 7th-century Arabia, marriage was a 
tool of diplomacy. The Prophet employed it to transcend 

enmity and unify diverse tribes: 

• Alliance building: His unions established peace and 
cooperation between rival clans. 

Example: Hafsa bint Umar’s marriage reinforced 
ties with her father, Umar ibn al-Khattab, a future 

caliph. 

• Consolidation of the Ummah: Marrying into 
different tribes dissolved political hostilities and 
expanded Islam’s moral reach. 
Example: Umm Habiba, daughter of Abu Sufyan, 

linked the Prophet to the Quraysh elite, softening 
former adversaries. 

• Legitimization of authority: These alliances 
symbolized Islam’s inclusive order—where 

leadership was not coercive but relational and 
protective. 
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Metaphysical Dimension: Symbolism and Transmission 

of Divine Knowledge 

Beyond the social and political, the Prophet’s marriages 

operated on a metaphysical plane: 

• Ontological symbolism: Each wife represented an 
aspect of the human soul and society, demonstrating 

how divine mercy permeates all conditions of life. 
Example- Aisha symbolized intellectual clarity; 

Sawda, generosity; Umm Habiba, reconciliation. 

• Transmission of spiritual knowledge: Through his 
household, the Prophet cultivated intimate channels 
for the preservation of divine wisdom. 
Example: Aisha bint Abu Bakr became a major 

transmitter of hadith, ensuring that prophetic 
consciousness continued through language and 

learning. 

• Divine exemplarity: His domestic life offered the 
metaphysical blueprint for harmonious human 
relationships—anchored in justice, mercy, and 
awareness of God. 

Ontological Dimension: The Prophet as the Bridge 

Between Realms 

From the ontological viewpoint, every marriage was an act 
of divine manifestation: 

• The prophetic life as ontological unfolding: Each 
marriage reflected a stage in the cosmic revelation 
of unity, where divine will entered historical time 

through human relationships. 

• Multiplicity as necessity: His diverse marriages 
were not indulgence but function—each necessary 
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for embodying the universality of his message 
across social classes and tribes. 

• Temporal and eternal convergence: The Prophet’s 
marital life became the meeting point between the 

divine and the human, showing how sacred purpose 
can inhabit ordinary human institutions. 

Historical and Cultural Context: Transformation 

Within Norms 

Understanding his marriage demands contextual sensitivity: 

• Cultural norms: In pre-Islamic Arabia, polygamy 
served social and political purposes. The Prophet’s 

marriages were ethically guided within this norm, 
not deviations from it. 

• Ethical transformation: Yet he introduced reform—
limiting polygamy to four, mandating equality, 
consent, and care—transforming a social custom 

into a moral covenant. 

Synthesis: The Divine Architecture of His Marriages 

• Socially: They uplifted women and stabilized 
community life. 

• Politically: They forged unity, legitimacy, and 
peace. 

• Metaphysically: They revealed divine principles 
through human form. 

• Ontologically: They manifested the interplay 
between divine consciousness and temporal 

existence. 

• Historically: They refined and sanctified the moral 
structure of society. 
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Conclusion 

Prophet Muhammad’s صلى الله عليه وسلم marriages were not personal 

episodes but divine enactments of consciousness in history. 
They were instruments of mercy, diplomacy, spiritua l 
education, and metaphysical revelation. Each union 

reflected a precise purpose within the unfolding of his 
mission—where human love became the mirror of divine 

order. 

Through these marriages, the Prophet demonstrated that 
social justice, political wisdom, and spiritual truth are not 
separate domains, but interwoven dimensions of a single 

ontological reality—the harmony between the human and 
the divine. 

The Mystery of Loss in the House of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 

The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, embodiment of pure 

consciousness and mercy, endured one of the most piercing 
human trials—the loss of nearly all his children, leaving only 

Fāṭimah to outlive him.  What appears as unbearable tragedy 
is, in the language of metaphysics, an unveiling of divine 
balance rather than divine absence.  The seal of prophecy 

could not end in a biological dynasty; it had to close in the 
clarity of spirit.  Had his sons survived, lineage might have 

been mistaken for inheritance of revelation.  Their passing 
purified the prophetic office from worldly succession and 
affirmed that guidance flows only from the Eternal. 

Sorrow entered his home not as punishment but as initiat ion.  
The Prophet’s heart—already the mirror of divine names—
was refined through grief until it became compassion itself.  

By feeling the extremity of loss, he felt all humanity within 
himself.  In that contraction of pain (qabd), mercy (raḥma) 
found its fullest expansion.  The deaths of his sons were 
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descents that prepared ascents; each loss stripped away 
attachment, leaving the luminous core of surrender.  

Through the furnace of bereavement, the Perfect Human 
embodied both majesty and tenderness, jalāl and jamāl, 

balancing heaven and earth within a single heart. 

Only Fāṭimah remained, carrying the inner continuity of the 
Muhammadan light.  Through her, the prophetic presence 
passed from the outer to the inner realm—from blood to 

spirit, from history to eternity.  The feminine princip le 
became the vessel of mercy, preserving the Prophet’s 

essence in the silent current of sainthood and love that 
flowed through her descendants. 

Thus, what history names loss, metaphysics names 

completion.  The Prophet’s household became the living 
parable that truth is not perpetuated through flesh but 
through illumination; that divine favor is not measured by 

ease but by the capacity to bear.  His tears sanctified human 
grief, showing that to suffer within awareness is itself 

worship.  In the stillness after his children’s passing, 
prophecy reached its final equilibrium: form dissolved, 
essence endured, and the Seal of Prophets stood as the 

eternal witness that every pain in the path of God is a hidden 
act of love, every loss a revelation of the Infinite’s unbroken 
light. 
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Summary Of Metaphysical Logic 

 

The Last Sermon of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 

The Binary of Consciousness and the Equality of 

Creation 

On the Mount of Mercy in 632 CE, at the close of his 

earthly mission, the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم delivered what 
would become the most universal declaration of equality in 
human history—the Last Sermon (Khutbat al-Wadāʿ).  It 

was not a political speech nor a legal codex, but a 
summation of divine consciousness expressed through 

human voice.  In it, he reclassified humanity itself, not by 
tribe, color, gender, or geography, but by a single 
metaphysical axis: the degree of consciousness aligned 

with righteousness. 

“O people! Your Lord is One, and your father is one. An 
Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab, nor does a non-

Arab have any superiority over an Arab; a white has no 
superiority over a black, nor a black over a white — except 
by righteousness (taqwā).” 

Here, the Prophet annihilated the inherited hierarchies of 
his world — racial, ethnic, patriarchal, tribal — and 
replaced them with a single criterion: taqwā, which in its 

Aspect Outer Event Inner Meaning Divine Name Manifested

Loss of sons End of biological succession
Purification of prophetic office from 

worldly continuity
al-Qahhār (the Subduer)

Survival of 

Fāṭimah

Continuity through the 

feminine principle

Transmission of mercy, inner knowledge, 

and spiritual lineage
ar-Raḥmān (the Compassionate)

Prophetic 

grief

Human pain transmuted into 

universal empathy
Opening of the heart to all creation

al-Raʾūf (the Gentle), aṣ-Ṣabūr (the 

Patient)

Final silence 

of lineage
Closure of outer prophecy

Inward perpetuation of the Muhammadan 

Light
al-Bāqī (the Ever-Abiding)
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essence means “awareness of the Real,” or conscious 
alignment with the Divine Presence.  What he pronounced 

was not social equality in the modern sense, but ontological 
equality, where all beings share one essence (nafs wāḥida) 

and differ only in the degree to which they awaken to it. 

The Reclassification of Humanity: From Race to 

Consciousness 

In one sentence, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم dissolved centuries of 

human stratification.  Arabia had been divided by tribe; 
empires divided by race and class.  But the Prophet redrew 
the map of being itself: there are no longer nations and 

bloodlines, but only two movements of the soul—those 
ascending toward awareness, and those veiled from it. 

This binary of consciousness echoes the Qur’anic 

formulation: 

“Indeed, the most honored of you in the sight of Allah is 
the most righteous of you.”  (Qur’an 49:13) 

The verse affirms that all humanity was created “from a 

male and a female” and made “into nations and tribes only 
that you may know one another,” not that you may 
dominate or despise.  In divine sight, therefore, honor is not 

inherited but realized.  The Prophet’s sermon was the final 
echo of this revelation—the practical application of this 

verse in the world of forms. 

The Binary as Divine Simplification: Two Paths of 

Being 

Through the Prophet’s final address, the complexity of 
human differences is distilled into a simple metaphysical 

polarity: 



God’s Symphony: The Harmonies of Consciousness & The Journey to 

the One Realit 

590 

• Those who live in awareness (taqwā) — aligned 
with divine consciousness, embodying mercy, 
justice, and humility. 

• Those who live in heedlessness (ghaflah) — 
detached from their source, enslaved by ego, desire, 
and division. 

In this sense, the “righteous and non-righteous” are not 

moral categories alone, but ontological states—modes of 
perception.  The righteous see the unity within multiplicity; 

the unrighteous are trapped in multiplicity, blind to unity.  
Thus, the Prophet’s sermon was a mirror of the Qur’an’s 
own cosmology: 

“And We guided him to the two paths.” (90:10) 

The entire human drama is a movement between these two 

trajectories of consciousness.  The Prophet, as the Seal of 
Prophets, closed revelation by making that choice 

unmistakably clear. 

Equality as Reflection of Divine Oneness 

When the Prophet said, “Your Lord is One, and your father 
is one,” he was establishing a metaphysical genealogy: all 

beings originate from the same Breath of the Divine.  
Distinction without consciousness is illusion; difference 
without righteousness is vanity. 

To speak of equality here is not to level differences but to 

sacralize them within unity.  Diversity becomes a 
manifestation of divine artistry (ṣanʿ Allāh), while 

superiority belongs only to those who reflect divine 
attributes more clearly through self-purification. 
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In this sense, the Prophet’s sermon did not merely call for 
social justice—it revealed the architecture of the cosmos, 

where every soul stands equidistant before the One, yet 
shines with a unique intensity according to its awareness. 

The Feminine and the Human: Inclusion of All 

Conscious Forms 

Within the same address, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم honored women as 
moral equals, saying, 

“O people, fear Allah concerning women; you have taken 

them as a trust from God.” 

By invoking taqwā again in relation to women, he placed 
both genders within the same field of divine accountability.  

The distinction is not male and female, but righteous and 
unrighteous, conscious and unconscious.  This is the true 
axis of human classification—the vertical one that connects 

the heart to God, not the horizontal one that divides body 
from body. 

The Esoteric Meaning: Two Degrees of Being 

In metaphysical terms, humanity divides not into classes, 

but into degrees of luminosity.  Those who reflect the 
divine light through righteousness rise toward the station of 
the “Perfect Human” (al-insān al-kāmil); those who turn 

away sink into separation and darkness. 

The Prophet’s final sermon was thus the ultimate unveiling 
of tawḥīd—oneness not as a creed, but as consciousness.  

He left no ambiguity about the criterion of worth: the real 
hierarchy is vertical, measured by nearness to the Real (al-
Ḥaqq). 
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The Seal of Human Equality 

By closing the prophetic message with this declaration, 
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم sealed human history with the truth that 

there are only two kinds of souls—those awakened to God, 
and those asleep to Him.  All other divisions are shadows 

cast by ignorance. 

To Allah, the Qur’an says, “the most honored of you is the 
most righteous of you.” To humanity, the Prophet said, “No 

Arab is superior to a non-Arab, no white to a black, except 
by righteousness.” 

Between these two statements stands the bridge of pure 
consciousness—the point where revelation meets 

realization. 

Thus, the final sermon was not simply a moral exhortation 
but a metaphysical closure of duality into unity.  The 

Prophet transformed the social body into a spiritual 
organism, where equality is not an external law but an inner 

condition of awareness.  His voice at ʿArafāt still echoes 
across centuries, reminding humanity that in the sight of 
God, the only true distinction is the radiance of 

consciousness—the light of the righteous heart. 
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The Metaphysical Meaning of the Prophet’s Early 

Departure 

The passing of Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم at the age of sixty-

three has often been viewed through the lens of history as 
an “early death.” Yet from a metaphysical standpoint, his 

departure was neither premature nor tragic—it was the 
natural consummation of perfection. His life represents not 

an incomplete journey but the completion of the cosmic 
cycle of revelation, in which the Absolute, having fully 
disclosed itself, withdrew into its eternal source. 

The Completion of the Arc of Revelation 

Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم was the Seal of Prophethood (Khatam an-

Nabiyyīn)—the one in whom revelation reached its final 
synthesis. Every prophet before him embodied a partial 

manifestation of the Divine Names (asmāʾ Allāh). Through 
him, the mirror of divine reality was wholly polished; no 

name remained unreflected, no truth unarticulated. Once 
the Qur’an—the final articulation of divine 
consciousness—was fully revealed, the vessel of revelation 

had fulfilled its cosmic purpose. 

His passing soon after the verse, “This day I have perfected 
your religion for you and completed My favor upon you” 

(Qur’an 5:3), signifies that perfection had been attained. In 
metaphysical law, completion necessitates return: the 
perfected form must dissolve into its origin so that it does 

not decline into imperfection. Thus, the Prophet’s early 
death was not cessation but consummation—the return of 

the perfected mirror to the Infinite Light it reflected. 
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The Law of Return: When the Vessel Has Fulfilled Its 

Function 

In Sufi metaphysics, the Prophet’s body was the most 

purified receptacle of divine light, the nūr Muḥammadī, the 
primordial light from which all creation unfolds. When that 

light had fully radiated through revelation, the material 
vessel that housed it had no further task within time. Unlike 
earlier prophets whose missions were localized or 

preparatory, the Prophet’s message was universal and 
timeless. Hence, his bodily presence was not required to 

continue within the confines of temporality. 

His departure was not an ending but a transcendence: when 
the light becomes all-pervading, the lamp need no longer 

burn. 

Principle of Mercy and Balance 

The Qur’an describes him as “a mercy to all worlds” 
(21:107). Mercy, in its highest metaphysical sense, is 
balance—the harmonization of divine majesty (jalāl) and 

beauty (jamāl), presence and absence, manifestation and 
withdrawal. The Prophet’s life embodied this balance 

perfectly. To prolong his earthly existence beyond the 
completion of revelation would have disrupted that cosmic 
equilibrium. His return to the Source was therefore an act 

of mercy itself—the restoration of balance within creation 
once divine disclosure had reached its apex. 

The Secret of the Human Prototype (al-Insān al-Kāmil) 

The Prophet represents the archetype of the Perfect Human 

(al-Insān al-Kāmil), the being who integrates all divine 
names without distortion. His life mirrored the entire cycle 

of manifestation—emergence, illumination, and return. 
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Earlier prophets spanned longer lifetimes to unfold partial 
dimensions of divine reality across epochs of human 

development. Muhammad, being the final synthesis, 
embodied all those stages within a single condensed span. 

His sixty-three years thus symbolized a luminous 
compression of all prior prophetic cycles—an intensity 
rather than brevity of existence. 

Death as Migration (Hijra) to the Subtle Realm 

For him, death was not an extinction but a Hijra, a 
migration into subtler planes of existence—just as his 
earthly Hijra was a transition from persecution to 

illumination. He himself declared, “The true life of mine is 
in the Hereafter.” Death was the final unveiling (kashf), the 

removal of veils separating the finite from the Infinite. The 
“early” death was thus the soul’s eagerness to rejoin its 
Beloved once its divine mission had reached completion. 

The Prophet’s Death as the Cosmic Sunset 

His life may be seen as the daylight of divine 

manifestation—the radiant presence of revelation upon 
earth. His passing was the sunset of that visible light, 

making way for the night of remembrance and spiritual 
yearning. This alternation of presence and absence is 
inherent to divine pedagogy: revelation manifests, then 

withdraws, so that consciousness may grow through 
longing. His physical absence inaugurated humanity’s 

spiritual maturity—the awakening of faith through love, 
remembrance (dhikr), and imitation (ittibāʿ), rather than 
direct revelation. 
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Mystical Interpretation: The Lover Returns to the 

Beloved 

In the Sufi tradition, the Prophet’s longing (shawq) for the 

Divine was immeasurable. When his mission was fulfilled, 
that longing reached its culmination. His death was not 

born of illness but of invitation—“Return, O soul at peace, 
to your Lord, well-pleased and well-pleasing” (Qur’an 
89:27–30). Separation could no longer be sustained once 

the union was complete. What appeared to history as an 
early death was, in truth, the consummation of love—the 

return of the Lover to the Beloved. 

Conclusion: The Timeliness of Eternity 

The Prophet’s departure at sixty-three marks not an early 
ending but the precise fulfillment of metaphysical 

necessity. In him, the Word of God attained completion; 
the mirror of creation reflected the Divine fully. Once that 
reflection was achieved, time itself lost relevance. What 

history perceives as early, eternity recognizes as perfect 
timing. 
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“Light Upon Light: The Song of Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم” 

 

I. Birth of the Light 

Before the dawn had kissed the earth, a light began to 
gleam, 

A mercy clothed in mortal birth, the answer to a dream. 

In Mecca’s heart, the silence broke, with angels bowed in 

awe, 
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The unseen world began to sing—the Seal of what they 
saw. 

 

No crown adorned his infant head, no palace marked his 
claim, 

Yet galaxies revolved around the whisper of his name. 

The orphaned child, beneath the stars, would one day lift 
the veils, 

And teach the hearts of humankind the truth that never 
pales. 

 

II. The Call and the Fire 

Upon Mount Hira’s shadowed height, the heavens split the 

air, 

“Read!”—a thunder wrapped in light, a summons vast and 
rare. 

The trembling heart became the flame that burned away 
despair, 

The Word descended clothed in sound, and God was 
everywhere. 

 

From idols’ stone to faith reborn, from chaos rose the 
creed, 
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He built a world with broken men, on mercy—not on 
greed. 

His voice was calm, his gaze was deep, his patience ocean-

wide, 

He turned the desert’s burning dust into a place of guide. 

 

III. The Sword and the Scroll 

At Badr’s field, the odds were grim, yet heaven bent to see, 

Three hundred stood with faith as a shield and triumphed 

over destiny. 

At Uhud’s slope, the lesson came—through trial souls 
refine, 

Defeat was but the secret door through which God’s tests 

align. 

 

At Hudaybiyyah, peace was penned—a treaty born of trust, 

And though the ink seemed loss to men, it turned to gold 
from dust. 

For every war his hand had raised was never drawn by 

pride, 

Each battle was a mirror made for truth to be applied. 
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IV. The Homes and the Hearts 

His wives were threads of varied hue, all woven by decree, 

Each union bore a sign anew—of soul and prophecy. 

Through Khadijah’s love, he learned repose, through 

Aisha’s light, he grew, 

Through widows’ tears, he sowed the rose of justice 
shining through. 

 

He fed the poor, he healed the pain, he smiled when hearts 

were torn, 

He kissed his grandsons tenderly though kings would mock 
with scorn. 

And when his sons returned to dust, he bowed and did not 

curse— 

For every loss became for him a verse within the verse. 

 

V. The Sunset of the Seal 

At sixty-three, the dawn withdrew, the flame returned to 
sky, 

Medina wept—the stars grew dim, the angels dared to cry. 

His final words were not farewell, but rivers to the soul: 
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“The friend most high”—his heart took flight—completion 
made him whole. 

 

He left no gold, no empire’s crown, no thrones nor royal 
seat, 

But left within a billion hearts the rhythm of his beat. 

He was the book that breathed and walked, the mercy in a 
man, 

The Perfect Mirror of the Truth since all of time began. 

 

VI. Epilogue — The Eternal Pulse 

Now every prayer, each whispered name, resounds where 
spirits dwell, 

His life, a bridge of mortal frame between the earth and 

Well. 

Though centuries may dim the sand, his scent the hearts 
still feel, 

For light returns to Light again—the Prophet and the Seal. 

So sing, O soul, of him whose grace made dust and angels 

blend, 

For love began where he was born, and love shall never 
end. 
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Human consciousness evolved at each prophetic stage — 
showing the metaphysical progression of awareness 

through the arrival of each of the 27 prophets recognized in 
the Qur’an. 

Human consciousness evolved at each prophetic stage — 

showing the metaphysical progression of awareness 
through the arrival of each of the 27 prophets recognized in 
the Qur’an. 

It treats revelation as a continuum of consciousness 
evolving from primal awareness (Adam) to total unitive 
consciousness (Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم). 
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The 27 Prophets and the Evolution of Human 

Consciousness 

 

No. Prophet (ʿalayhi al-salām) Epochal Mission
Social / Economic / 

Political Reason

Metaphysical & 

Spiritual Function

Stage in Evolution 

of Human 

Consciousness

1 Ādam Beginning of humanity

Establish moral and 

social order; learn 

stewardship of Earth

Descent of 

consciousness into 

matter — awakening 

of self-awareness

From instinctive life 

→ Self-conscious 

being

2 Idrīs (Enoch) Civilizing stage
Introduce literacy, crafts, 

and moral wisdom

Ascent of intellect — 

fusion of human and 

angelic intellect

From self-awareness 

→ Reflective 

intelligence

3 Nūḥ (Noah) Purification & Renewal
Reform corrupt society; 

restore faith and justice

Cleansing of 

collective 

unconscious; moral 

reset

From rational ego → 

Moral conscience

4 Hūd Arrogance vs. Humility
Challenge pride and 

oppression of ʿĀd

Law of spiritual 

balance — humility 

over power

From dominance → 

Humility 

consciousness

5 Ṣāliḥ Material excess
Reform greed of 

Thamūd; teach gratitude

Integration of spirit 

and matter

From desire → 

Grateful stewardship

6 Ibrāhīm (Abraham) Universal monotheism
Unite tribes under One 

God; reject idolatry

Birth of ḥanīf 

consciousness — 

pure surrender

From tribal self → 

Universal self

7 Lūṭ (Lot) Moral purification
Restore moral integrity 

of corrupted cities

Alignment with divine 

natural law

From confusion → 

Moral clarity

8 Ismāʿīl (Ishmael) Inner devotion
Teach sacrifice and 

obedience

Path of surrender 

and trust

From self-will → 

Devotional 

consciousness

9 Isḥāq (Isaac) Continuity of covenant
Maintain faith lineage 

ethically

Anchoring stability of 

faith in patience

From duality → 

Faithful constancy

10 Yaʿqūb (Jacob) Birth of a nation
Organize family into just 

tribes

Divine remembrance 

(dhikr) and struggle

From conflict → 

Remembrance 

consciousness

11 Yūsuf (Joseph) Integration & forgiveness
Reform Egypt with 

justice and mercy

Visionary unity of 

opposites — beauty 

and wisdom

From duality → Inner 

integration

12 Ayyūb (Job) Perseverance in suffering
Model patience and 

detachment from wealth

Realization of soul 

beyond condition

From dependence → 

Unshakable faith

13 Shuʿayb (Jethro) Ethical economy
Purify markets from 

deceit

Economy as 

reflection of divine 

order

From greed → 

Justice 

consciousness

14 Mūsā (Moses) Liberation from tyranny
Free Israelites from 

Pharaoh’s oppression

Revelation of divine 

law and moral 

structure

From chaos → Law 

consciousness

15 Hārūn (Aaron) Harmony and ritual
Guide community in 

divine order

Integration of word 

and worship

From external law → 

Communal harmony

16 Dāwūd (David) Moral kingship
Ethical governance; rule 

with justice

Balance of power 

and piety

From law → Ethical 

heart-consciousness

17 Sulaymān (Solomon) Divine sovereignty
Prosperity without 

arrogance

Mastery of creation 

through wisdom

From dual mastery → 

Integrated wisdom-

consciousness

18 Ilyās (Elijah) Fire of purification
Resist idolatry and 

moral decay

Spirit igniting faith 

amid corruption

From ritual → 

Rekindled divine 

passion

19 Alyasaʿ (Elisha) Healing & compassion
Restore moral and 

physical well-being

Healing as divine 

mercy in action

From passion → 

Compassionate 

consciousness

20 Yūnus (Jonah) Collective repentance
Reform Nineveh through 

forgiveness

Descent into the 

unconscious and 

rebirth

From resistance → 

Surrendered 

awareness

21 Zakariyyā (Zechariah) Lineage preservation
Protect sacred lineage 

and priesthood

Faith in divine 

continuity

From temporal hope 

→ Timeless trust

22 Yaḥyā (John the Baptist) Purity before Messiah
Call for repentance and 

inner cleansing

Ascetic awakening 

before divine 

manifestation

From worldliness → 

Purity consciousness

23 ʿĪsā (Jesus) Transcendence of form

Reform spiritual 

hypocrisy; awaken 

compassion

Incarnation of divine 

love — mercy 

embodied

From law → Love 

consciousness

24 Dhū’l-Kifl Patience in exile
Guide displaced 

community

Continuity of divine 

awareness amid loss

From despair → 

Resilient 

consciousness

25 ʿUzayr (Ezra) Scriptural restoration
Rebuild nation after 

captivity

Reinstatement of 

divine memory

From amnesia → 

Scriptural 

consciousness

26
Ilyasaʿ / possible variant of 

Elisha
Continuity of mercy

Sustain ethical life 

among the faithful

Manifest divine 

compassion through 

service

From intellect → 

Merciful awareness

27 Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم Universal unification

Unite humanity; 

establish justice, 

equality, mercy

Seal of 

consciousness — full 

awakening of divine 

unity (al-Insān al-

Kāmil)

From fragmented ego 

→ Universal divine 

consciousness 

(tawḥīd)
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Evolutionary Arc of Consciousness Across Prophets 

 

Summary: Metaphysical Continuum 

• Adam → Awareness: Consciousness enters matter. 
• Noah → Purification: Consciousness cleanses 

corruption. 

• Abraham → Unity: Consciousness seeks the One. 
• Moses → Law: Consciousness organizes itself. 

• Jesus → Love: Consciousness transcends duality. 

Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم → Wholeness: Consciousness unites 
creation and Creator in the realization of Tawḥīd. 

 

 

Era Dominant Consciousness Prophetic Markers Transition

Primal Awakening
Self-awareness emerging from 

instinct
Adam → Idrīs “Who am I?” phase of creation

Moral Formation
Birth of conscience, ethics, and 

justice
Nūḥ → Ibrāhīm → Mūsā Awareness of right and wrong

Civilizational 

Consciousness

Building communities, laws, and 

empathy
Dāwūd → Sulaymān → Shuʿayb

Integration of moral and social 

systems

Inner Awakening Turning inward to purify the soul Ayyūb → Yūnus → Yaḥyā Self-purification and compassion

Unitive 

Consciousness
Love and unity with the Divine ʿĪsā → Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم

Full realization: “There is no self but 

the One”


